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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

________________________________________________________________________________________

FORM 10-Q
________________________________________________________________________________________

☒ Quarterly Report Pursuant to Section 13 or 15 (d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

For the quarterly period ended September 30, 2024
or

☐ Transition Report Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

For the Transition Period From ______ to ______ .
Commission File Number: 001-33093

LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Delaware 77-0160744

(State or other jurisdiction of
incorporation or organization)

(I.R.S. Employer
Identification No.)

555 Heritage Drive, Suite 200

Jupiter

Florida 33458

(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

(858) 550-7500

(Registrant's Telephone Number, Including Area Code)

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Title of each class: Trading symbol: Name of each exchange on which registered:

Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share LGND The Nasdaq Global Market
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________________________________________________________________________________________

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and (2) has been subject to such
filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yes ☒ No ☐

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant has submitted electronically every Interactive Data File required to be submitted pursuant to Rule 405 of
Regulation S-T (§232.405 of this chapter) during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to submit such
files). Yes ☒ No ☐

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, a smaller reporting company, or an
emerging growth company. See definitions of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer,” “smaller reporting company,”
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and “emerging growth company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one)

Large Accelerated Filer
☒

Accelerated Filer
☐

Non-Accelerated Filer ☐ Smaller Reporting Company ☐

Emerging Growth Company ☐

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any
new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. ☐

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act). Yes ☐ No ☒

As of November 5, 2024, the registrant had 18,895,373 shares of common stock outstanding.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviation Definition

2023 Annual Report Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2023, filed with the SEC on February 29, 2024

2023 Notes $750.0 million aggregate principal amount of convertible senior unsecured notes due 2023

APAC Avista Public Acquisition Corp. II (prior to its domestication in Delaware and change of name to OmniAb, Inc.)

ASC Accounting Standards Codification

ASU Accounting Standards Update

Company Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated, including subsidiaries

CVR Contingent value right

CyDex CyDex Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Distribution

The separation of OmniAb Business through a spin-off of OmniAb to Ligand’s shareholders of record as of October 26, 2022

on a pro rata basis

ESPP Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated Employee Stock Purchase Plan, as amended and restated, effective June 6, 2019

FASB Financial Accounting Standards Board

FDA Food and Drug Administration

GAAP Generally accepted accounting principles in the United States

Ligand Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated, including subsidiaries

Merger Agreement Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of March 23, 2022, among APAC, Ligand, OmniAb and Merger Sub

Merger Sub Orwell Merger Sub, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of APAC

Metabasis Metabasis Therapeutics, Inc.

NDA New Drug Application

New OmniAb OmniAb, Inc. (formerly known as Avista Public Acquisition Corp. II and after it domestication in Delaware)

OmniAb OmniAb Operations, Inc. (formerly known as OmniAb, Inc. and prior to being spun off by the Company)

OmniAb Business Ligand's antibody discovery business (prior to being spun off by the Company)

PDUFA Prescription Drug User Fee Act

Q3 2023 The Company's fiscal quarter ended September 30, 2023

Q3 2024 The Company's fiscal quarter ended September 30, 2024

SBC Share-based compensation expense

SEC Securities and Exchange Commission

Separation Agreement Separation and Distribution Agreement, dated as of March 23, 2022, among APAC, Ligand and OmniAb

Takeda Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

Travere Travere Therapeutics, Inc.

Viking Viking Therapeutics, Inc.

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements:

You should read the following report together with the more detailed information regarding our company, our common stock and
our financial statements and notes to those statements appearing elsewhere in this document.
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This report contains forward-looking statements that involve a number of risks and uncertainties. Although our forward-looking
statements reflect the good faith judgment of our management, these statements can only be based on facts and factors currently known
by us. Consequently, these forward-looking statements are inherently subject to risks and uncertainties, and actual results and outcomes
may differ materially from results and outcomes discussed in the forward-looking statements.

Forward-looking statements can be identified by the use of forward-looking words such as “believes,” “expects,” “may,” “will,”
“plan,” “intends,” “estimates,” “would,” “continue,” “seeks,” “pro forma,” or “anticipates,” or other similar words (including their
use in the negative), or by discussions of future matters such as those related to our future results of operations and financial position,
royalties and milestones under license agreements, Captisol material sales, product development, and product regulatory filings and
approvals, and the timing thereof, the anticipated benefits from the Apeiron transaction, Ligand's status as a high-growth company, as
well as other statements that are not historical.

The cautionary statements made in this report are intended to be applicable to all related forward-looking statements wherever
they may appear in this report. We urge you not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the
date of this report. Except as required by law, we assume no obligation to update our forward-looking statements, even if new
information becomes available in the future. This caution is made under the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.
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PART I - FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Item 1. Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements

LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS

(Unaudited)
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(in thousands, except par value)
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September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

ASSETS

Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 63,619 $ 22,954

Short-term investments 156,024 147,355

Accounts receivable, net 34,318 32,917

Inventory 16,740 23,969

Income taxes receivable 7,813 6,395

Current derivative assets 11,133 —

Other current assets 19,741 3,839

Total current assets 309,388 237,429

Intangible assets, net 274,905 299,606

Goodwill 105,250 103,370

Long-term portion of financial royalty assets, net 199,251 62,291

Noncurrent derivative assets 19,246 3,531

Property and equipment, net 15,094 15,607

Operating lease right-of-use assets 7,157 6,062

Finance lease right-of-use assets 2,940 3,393

Equity method investment in Primrose Bio 1,245 12,595

Other investments 11,908 36,726

Deferred income taxes, net 78 214

Other assets 8,404 6,392

Total assets $ 954,866 $ 787,216

LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY

Current liabilities:

Accounts payable $ 4,694 $ 2,427

Accrued liabilities 15,600 12,467

Income taxes payable 2,108 —

Deferred revenue 1,152 1,222

Current contingent liabilities 128 256

Current operating lease liabilities 1,066 403

Current finance lease liabilities 24 7

Total current liabilities 24,772 16,782

Long-term deferred revenue 2,508 1,444

Long-term contingent liabilities 3,863 2,942

Long-term operating lease liabilities 6,267 5,755

Deferred income taxes, net 46,404 31,622

Other long-term liabilities 29,874 27,758

Total liabilities 113,688 86,303

Commitments and contingencies

Stockholders' equity:

Preferred stock, $0.001 par value; 5,000 shares authorized; zero issued and outstanding at September 30, 2024

and December 31, 2023 — —

Common stock, $0.001 par value; 60,000 shares authorized; 18,760 and 17,556 shares issued and outstanding at

September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023, respectively 19 18

Additional paid-in capital 309,341 198,696

Accumulated other comprehensive loss 1,746 (817)

Retained earnings 530,072 503,016

Total stockholders' equity 841,178 700,913

Total liabilities and stockholders' equity $ 954,866 $ 787,216
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See accompanying notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.

4

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

https://www.secdatabase.com


LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS

(Unaudited)
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(in thousands, except per share amounts)
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Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Revenues and other income:

Revenue from intangible royalty assets $ 26,552 $ 23,863 $ 67,512 $ 61,447

Income from financial royalty assets 5,157 25 6,454 1,026

Royalties 31,709 23,888 73,966 62,473

Captisol 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450

Contract revenue and other income 13,848 372 27,388 16,290

Total revenues and other income 51,812 32,868 124,321 103,213

Operating costs and expenses:

Cost of Captisol 2,449 3,485 8,237 8,871

Amortization of intangibles 8,258 8,238 24,701 25,316

Research and development 5,675 5,532 17,000 19,049

General and administrative 24,475 14,656 53,049 36,798

Financial royalty assets impairment — — 26,491 —

Fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives 7,812 — 7,812 —

Total operating costs and expenses 48,669 31,911 137,290 90,034

Gain on sale of Pelican — (2,121) — (2,121)

Operating income (loss) from continuing operations 3,143 3,078 (12,969) 15,300

Non-operating income and expenses:

Gain (loss) from short-term investments 2,407 (13,184) 98,923 30,340

Interest income 1,347 2,263 6,124 6,018

Interest expense (741) (1) (2,154) (525)

Other non-operating expense, net (12,495) (4,300) (48,206) (4,570)

Total non-operating (expenses) income, net (9,482) (15,222) 54,687 31,263

(Loss) income before income taxes from continuing operations (6,339) (12,144) 41,718 46,563

Income tax benefit (expense) (833) 1,871 (14,662) (10,932)

Net (loss) income from continuing operations (7,172) (10,273) 27,056 35,631

Net loss from discontinued operations — — — (1,665)

Net (loss) income $ (7,172) $ (10,273) $ 27,056 $ 33,966

Basic net (loss) income from continuing operations per share $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.50 $ 2.07

Basic net loss from discontinued operations per share $ — $ — $ — $ (0.10)

Basic net (loss) income per share $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.50 $ 1.97

Shares used in basic per share calculation 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241

Diluted net (loss) income from continuing operations per share $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.46 $ 2.00

Diluted net loss from discontinued operations per share $ — $ — — $ (0.09)

Diluted net (loss) income per share $ (0.39) $ (0.59) 1.46 $ 1.91

Shares used in diluted per share calculation 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784
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See accompanying notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE (LOSS) INCOME

(Unaudited)
(in thousands)

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Net (loss) income $ (7,172) $ (10,273) $ 27,056 $ 33,966

Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale securities, net of
tax 121 23 3 40

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 2,560 — 2,560 —

Comprehensive (loss) income $ (4,491) $ (10,250) $ 29,619 $ 34,006

See accompanying notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY

(Unaudited)
(in thousands)

Common Stock

Shares Amount
Additional paid

in capital

Accumulated
other

comprehensive
loss

Retained
earnings

Total
stockholders'

equity

Balance at December 31, 2023 17,556 $ 18 $ 198,696 $ (817) $ 503,016 $ 700,913

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 368 — 12,228 — — 12,228

Share-based compensation — — 7,334 — — 7,334

Unrealized loss on available-for-sale securities, net
of tax — — — (93) — (93)

Net income — — — — 86,139 86,139

Balance at March 31, 2024 17,924 $ 18 $ 218,258 $ (910) $ 589,155 $ 806,521

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 179 1 9,552 — — 9,553

Share-based compensation — — 11,060 — — 11,060

Unrealized net loss on available-for-sale securities,
net of tax — — — (25) — (25)

Net loss — — — — (51,911) (51,911)

Balance at June 30, 2024 18,103 $ 19 $ 238,870 $ (935) $ 537,244 $ 775,198

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 323 — 21,270 — — 21,270

Issuance of common stock under ATM, net of
commissions and fees 334 — 34,030 — — 34,030

Share-based compensation — — 15,171 — — 15,171

Unrealized net gain on available-for-sale securities,
net of tax — — — 121 — 121

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax — — 2,560 — 2,560

Net loss — — — — (7,172) (7,172)

Balance at September 30, 2024 18,760 $ 19 $ 309,341 $ 1,746 $ 530,072 $ 841,178
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Common Stock

Shares Amount
Additional paid

in capital

Accumulated
other

comprehensive
income (loss)

Retained
earnings

Total
stockholders'

equity

Balance at December 31, 2022 16,951 $ 17 $ 147,590 $ (984) $ 450,862 $ 597,485

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 183 — (762) — — (762)

Share-based compensation — — 5,931 — — 5,931

Unrealized net gain on available-for-sale securities,
net of tax — — — 49 — 49

Final distribution of OmniAb — — 1,665 — — 1,665

Net income — — — — 41,949 41,949

Balance at March 31, 2023 17,134 $ 17 $ 154,424 $ (935) $ 492,811 $ 646,317

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 218 — 9,110 — — 9,110

Share-based compensation — — 7,207 — — 7,207

Unrealized net loss on available-for-sale securities,
net of tax — — — (32) — (32)

Net income — — — — 2,290 2,290

Balance at June 30, 2023 17,352 $ 17 $ 170,741 $ (967) $ 495,101 $ 664,892

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes 69 1 3,284 — — 3,285

Share-based compensation — — 6,884 — — 6,884

Unrealized net gain on available-for-sale securities,
net of tax — — — 23 — 23

Tax return to provision — — 3,085 — — 3,085

Net loss — — — — (10,273) (10,273)

Balance at September 30, 2023 17,421 $ 18 $ 183,994 $ (944) $ 484,828 $ 667,896

See accompanying notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

(Unaudited)
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(in thousands)
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Nine months ended

September 30,

2024 2023

Cash flows from operating activities:

Net income $ 27,056 $ 33,966

Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating activities:

Change in estimated fair value of contingent liabilities 993 132

Depreciation and amortization of intangible assets 26,612 27,605

Amortization of premium on investments, net (725) (938)

Amortization of debt discount and issuance fees 314 159

Non-cash income from financial royalty assets (4,687) (883)

CECL adjustment to financial royalty assets (3,463) 3,190

Impairment loss of financial royalty assets 26,491 924

Loss on derivative assets 14,655 —

Gain on sale of Pelican — (2,121)

Losses from equity method investment in Primrose Bio 11,576 —

Fair value adjustment to Primrose Bio securities investments 25,788 —

Share-based compensation 33,565 20,022

Deferred income taxes (3,108) 6,761

Gain from short-term investments (98,923) (30,340)

Lease amortization expense 1,555 1,231

Other 3,123 215

Changes in operating assets and liabilities, net of acquisitions:

Accounts receivable (794) (5,436)

Inventory 7,053 (11,577)

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 2,617 (7,461)

Income tax receivable and payable (607) 5,818

Deferred revenue (1,172) 226

Other assets and liabilities 657 19

Net cash provided by operating activities 68,576 41,512

Cash flows from investing activities:

Acquisition of financial royalty assets (17,819) —

Proceeds from financial royalty assets 4,892 349

Purchase of short-term investments (133,629) (107,262)

Proceeds from sale of short-term investments 189,563 96,318

Proceeds from maturity of short-term investments 27,751 37,941

Cash paid for investment in Primrose Bio (998) (15,235)

Cash paid for Palvella notes receivable (2,500) —

Cash paid for Novan acquisition, net of restricted cash received — (10,405)

Cash paid for the Agenus transaction (75,000) —

Cash paid for Apeiron acquisition, net of cash received (91,996) —

Cash paid for InvIOs investment (4,196) —

Purchase of property and equipment (1,109) (3,104)

Net cash (used in) provided by investing activities (105,041) (1,398)

Cash flows from financing activities:

Proceeds from ATM sales, net of commissions and fees 34,030 —

Repayment at maturity/repurchase of 2023 Notes — (76,854)

Payments under finance lease obligations (19) (40)

Net proceeds from stock option exercises and ESPP 46,251 15,922

Taxes paid related to net share settlement of equity awards (3,201) (4,290)

Cash paid for debt issuance costs (308) —

Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities 76,753 (65,262)

Effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents 377 —

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 40,665 (25,148)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period 22,954 45,006

Cash and cash equivalents at end of period $ 63,619 $ 19,858
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Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information:

Interest paid $ 262 $ 288

Taxes paid $ 17,346 $ 10

Restricted cash in other assets $ — $ 583

Acquisitions:

Fair value of tangible assets acquired, net of cash and restricted cash received $ 8,965 $ 17,887

Goodwill — 3,709

Financial royalty assets 106,156 —

Intangible assets — 10,700

Liabilities assumed (23,125) (21,891)

Net cash paid for acquisitions $ 91,996 $ 10,405

Supplemental schedule of non-cash activity:

Accrued Primrose transaction costs $ — $ 1,013

Addition of right-of-use assets and lease liabilities $ 1,769 $ —

Accrued fixed asset purchases $ 289 $ 409

Accrued debt issuance costs $ 8 $ —

Unrealized gain on AFS investments, net of tax $ 3 $ 40

See accompanying notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
Notes to Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements

(Unaudited)

Unless the context requires otherwise, references in this report to “Ligand,” “we,” “us,” the “Company,” and “our” refer to Ligand
Pharmaceuticals Incorporated and its consolidated subsidiaries.

1. Basis of Presentation and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Business

We are a biopharmaceutical company enabling scientific advancement through supporting the clinical development of high-value
medicines. We do this by providing financing, licensing our technologies or both. We operate in one reportable segment: development
and licensing of biopharmaceutical assets.

Basis of Presentation

Our unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements include the financial statements of Ligand and its wholly-owned
subsidiaries. All significant intercompany accounts and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. We have included all
adjustments, consisting only of normal recurring adjustments, which we considered necessary for a fair presentation of our financial
results. These unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements and accompanying notes should be read together with the audited
consolidated financial statements included in our 2023 Annual Report. Interim financial results are not necessarily indicative of the
results that may be expected for the full year.

Reclassification

Certain reclassifications have been made to the previously issued audited consolidated financial statements to conform with the
current period presentation. Specifically, within the consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2023, our commercial license and
other economic rights line has been reclassified to long-term portion of financial royalty assets, net, and to other assets, and a portion of
other investments has been reclassified from other assets. Moreover, noncurrent derivative assets as of December 31, 2023, have been
reclassified from other assets.

In addition, within the unaudited condensed consolidated statement of operations for the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2023, royalties have been reclassified to revenue from intangible royalty assets, and a portion of the contract revenue has
been reclassified to income from financial royalty assets.

Discontinued Operations

The Company determined that the spin-off of the OmniAb Business in November 2022 met the criteria for classification as a
discontinued operation in accordance with ASC Subtopic 205-20, Discontinued Operations (“ASC 205-20”). Accordingly, the
accompanying condensed consolidated financial statements have been updated to present the results of all discontinued operations
reported as a separate component of loss in the condensed consolidated statements of operations and comprehensive loss (see Note 5,
Spin-off of OmniAb). All disclosures have been adjusted to reflect continuing operations.

Significant Accounting Policies

We have described our significant accounting policies in Note 1, Basis of Presentation and Summary of Significant Accounting
Policies of the Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements in our 2023 Annual Report.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements in conformity with GAAP requires the use of estimates
and assumptions that affect the amounts reported in the unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements and the accompanying
notes. Actual results may differ from those estimates.
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Revenue and Other Income

Our revenue is generated primarily from royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners, Captisol material sales,
income from financial royalty assets, and contract revenue for license fees, technical, regulatory and sales-based milestone payments.
Other operating income is primarily related to milestone income received for financial royalty assets that have been fully amortized or
where there is no underlying asset recognized on the consolidated balance sheets.

We apply the following five-step model in accordance with ASC 606, Revenue from Contracts with Customers, in order to
determine the revenue: (i) identification of the promised goods or services in the contract; (ii) determination of whether the promised
goods or services are performance obligations, including whether they are distinct in the context of the contract; (iii) measurement of the
transaction price, including the constraint on variable consideration; (iv) allocation of the transaction price to the performance
obligations; and (v) recognition of revenue when (or as) the Company satisfies each performance obligation.

Revenue from Intangible Royalty Assets
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We receive royalty revenue from intangible royalty assets on sales by our partners of products covered by patents that we or our
partners own under contractual agreements. We do not have future performance obligations under these license arrangements. We
generally satisfy our obligation to grant intellectual property rights on the effective date of the contract. However, we apply the royalty
recognition constraint required under the guidance for sales-based royalties which requires a royalty to be recorded no sooner than when
the underlying sale occurs. Therefore, royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners are recognized in the quarter the
product is sold. Our partners generally report sales information to us on a one quarter lag. Thus, we estimate the expected royalty
proceeds based on an analysis of historical experience and interim data provided by our partners including their publicly announced
sales. Differences between actual and estimated royalty revenues, which have not been material, are adjusted in the period in which they
become known, typically the following quarter.

Income from Financial Royalty Assets

Effective January 1, 2024, we introduced a new line item “income from financial royalty assets”, which was included in “contract
revenue” in prior periods. Accordingly, the prior year period amounts have been reclassified to align with the current period
presentation.

We recognize income from financial royalty assets when there is a reasonable expectation about the timing and amount of cash
flows expected to be collected. Income is calculated by multiplying the carrying value of the financial royalty asset by the periodic
effective interest rate.

We account for financial royalty assets related to developmental pipeline or recently commercialized products on a non-accrual
basis. Developmental pipeline products are non-commercialized, non-approved products that require FDA or other regulatory approval,
and thus have uncertain cash flows. Newly commercialized products typically do not have an established reliable sales pattern, and thus
have uncertain cash flows.

Captisol Sales

Revenue from Captisol sales is recognized when control of Captisol material is transferred or intellectual property license rights
are granted to our customers in an amount that reflects the consideration we expect to receive from our customers in exchange for those
products or rights. A performance obligation is considered distinct from other obligations in a contract when it provides a benefit to the
customer either on its own or together with other resources that are readily available to the customer and is separately identified in the
contract. For Captisol material or intellectual property license rights, we consider our performance obligation satisfied once we have
transferred control of the product or granted the intellectual property rights, meaning the customer has the ability to use and obtain the
benefit of the Captisol material or intellectual property license right. We recognize revenue for satisfied performance obligations only
when we determine there are no uncertainties regarding payment terms or transfer of control. Sales tax and other taxes we collect
concurrent with revenue-producing activities are excluded from revenue. We have elected to recognize the cost of freight and shipping
when control over Captisol material has transferred to the customer as an expense in cost of Captisol. We expense incremental costs of
obtaining a contract when incurred if the expected amortization period of the asset that we would have recognized is one year or less or
the amount is immaterial. We did not incur any incremental costs of obtaining a contract during the periods reported.

Contract Revenue and Other Income

Our contracts with customers often include variable consideration in the form of contingent milestone payments. We include
contingent milestone payments in the estimated transaction price when it is probable a significant reversal in the amount of cumulative
revenue recognized will not occur. These estimates are based on historical experience, anticipated results and our best judgment at the
time. If the contingent milestone payment is based on sales, we apply the royalty recognition constraint and record revenue when the
underlying sale has taken place. Significant judgments must be made in determining the transaction price for our sales of intellectual
property. Because of the risk that products in development with our partners will not reach development milestones or receive regulatory
approval, we generally recognize any contingent payments that would be due to us upon the development milestone or regulatory
approval.
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Some customer contracts are sublicenses which require that we make payments to an upstream licensor related to license fees,
milestones and royalties which we receive from customers. In such cases, we evaluate the determination of gross revenue as a principal
versus net revenue as an agent reporting based on each individual agreement.

Other income is primarily related to milestone income received for financial royalty assets that have been fully amortized or
where there is no underlying asset recognized on the consolidated balance sheets.

Deferred Revenue

Depending on the terms of the arrangement, we may also defer a portion of the consideration received because we have to satisfy
a future obligation. The timing of revenue recognition, billings and cash collections results in billed accounts receivable, unbilled
receivables (contract assets), and customer advances and deposits (contract liabilities) on the consolidated balance sheet. Except for
royalty revenue and certain service revenue, we generally receive payment at the point we satisfy our obligation or soon after. Any fees
billed in advance of being earned are recorded as deferred revenue. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, the
amount recognized as revenue that was previously deferred was $0.2 million and $1.2
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million, respectively. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, the amount recognized as revenue that was
previously deferred was immaterial.

Disaggregation of Revenue

The following table represents disaggregation of royalties, Captisol and contract revenue and other income (in thousands):
Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Royalties

Kyprolis $ 11,599 $ 10,537 $ 27,229 $ 24,862

Evomela 1,747 2,497 5,877 7,404

Teriparatide injection 2,376 2,800 6,520 9,913

Rylaze 3,886 3,678 10,070 9,315

Filspari 3,206 1,122 7,402 1,707

Vaxneuvance 1,466 1,313 3,962 2,990

Other 2,272 1,916 6,452 5,256

Revenue from intangible royalty assets 26,552 23,863 67,512 61,447

Income from financial royalty assets 5,157 25 6,454 1,026

31,709 23,888 73,966 62,473

Captisol 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450

Contract revenue and other income

Milestone and other 13,848 372 25,444 16,290

Other income — — 1,944 —

Contract revenue and other income 13,848 372 27,388 16,290

Total $ 51,812 $ 32,868 $ 124,321 $ 103,213

Short-term Investments
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Our short-term investments consist of the following at September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023 (in thousands):

September 30, 2024 Amortized cost
Gross unrealized

gains
Gross unrealized

losses
Estimated fair

value

Bond fund $ 39,512 $ — $ (265) $ 39,247

U.S. government securities 19,051 31 — 19,082

Bank deposits 12,280 21 — 12,301

Corporate bonds 10,969 30 (3) 10,996

Commercial paper 10,591 5 (1) 10,595

Corporate equity securities 6,551 — (6,058) 493

$ 98,954 $ 87 $ (6,327) 92,714

Viking common stock 63,310

Total short-term investments $ 156,024

December 31, 2023

Bond fund $ 63,763 $ — $ (537) $ 63,226

Bank deposits 17,165 12 (1) 17,176

Corporate bonds 14,850 40 (2) 14,888

Commercial paper 11,578 9 (1) 11,586

U.S. government securities 6,736 18 (3) 6,751

Municipal bonds 1,007 — (4) 1,003

Corporate equity securities 5,775 — (5,235) 540

$ 120,874 $ 79 $ (5,783) 115,170

Viking common stock 32,185

Total short-term investments $ 147,355
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During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we sold 0.7 million shares of Viking common stock and recognized a realized
gain of $60.0 million in total. We did not sell Viking common stock during the three months ended September 30, 2024. During the nine
months ended September 30, 2023, we sold 4.5 million shares of Viking common stock and recognized a realized gain of $37.2 million
in total. During the three months ended September 30, 2023, there were no sales of Viking common stock.

Gain (loss) from short-term investments in our condensed consolidated statements of operations includes both realized and
unrealized gain (loss) from our short-term investments in public equity and warrant securities.

Allowances are recorded for available-for-sale debt securities with unrealized losses. This limits the amount of credit losses that
can be recognized for available-for-sale debt securities to the amount by which carrying value exceeds fair value and requires the
reversal of previously recognized credit losses if fair value increases. The provisions of the credit losses standard did not have a material
impact on our available-for-sale debt securities during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023.

The following table summarizes our available-for-sale debt securities by contractual maturity (in thousands):

September 30, 2024

Amortized Cost Fair Value

Within one year $ 91,072 $ 91,152

After one year through five years 4,647 4,655

Total $ 95,719 $ 95,807

Our investment policy is capital preservation and we only invest in U.S.-dollar denominated investments. We held a total of 32
investments which were in an unrealized loss position with a total of $0.01 million unrealized losses as of September 30, 2024. We
believe that we will collect the principal and interest due on our debt securities that have an amortized cost in excess of fair value. The
unrealized losses are largely due to changes in interest rates and not to unfavorable changes in the credit quality associated with these
securities that impacted our assessment on collectability of principal and interest. In July 2024, we sold certain securities before the
recovery of the amortized cost basis to fund the Apeiron acquisition. Accordingly, we wrote down the amortized cost of $0.05 million
during the nine months ended September 30, 2024. We do not intend to sell these securities and it is not more-likely-than-not that we
will be required to sell these securities before the recovery of the amortized cost basis as of September 30, 2024. Accordingly, there was
no credit loss recognized for the three months ended September 30, 2024. There were no credit losses recognized for the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2023.

Accounts Receivable and Allowance for Credit Losses

Our accounts receivable arise primarily from sales on credit to customers. We establish an allowance for credit losses to present
the net amount of accounts receivable expected to be collected. The allowance is determined by using the loss-rate method, which
requires an estimation of loss rates based upon historical loss experience adjusted for factors that are relevant to determining the
expected collectability of accounts receivable. Some of these factors include macroeconomic conditions that correlate with historical
loss experience, delinquency trends, aging behavior of receivables and credit and liquidity quality indicators for industry groups,
customer classes or individual customers. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we considered the current and
expected economic and market conditions and concluded a decrease of $0.01 million and a decrease of $0.13 million in the allowance
for credit losses, respectively. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, we considered the current and expected
economic and market conditions and concluded an increase of $0.10 million and an increase of $0.14 million in the allowance for credit
losses, respectively.

Inventory

Inventory, which consists of finished goods (Captisol), is stated at the lower of cost or net realizable value. We determine cost
using the specific identification method.
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We analyze our inventory levels periodically and write down inventory to net realizable value if it has become obsolete, has a
cost basis in excess of its expected net realizable value or is in excess of expected requirements. There was a $0.1 million and $0.2
million write-down recorded against inventory for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, respectively. There was no
write-down recorded against inventory for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023. In addition to finished goods, as of
September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023, inventory included prepayments of $3.3 million and $4.6 million, respectively, to our
supplier for Captisol.
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Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets

Goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Indefinite-lived intangible assets

Goodwill $ 105,250 $ 103,370

Definite lived intangible assets

Complete technology 39,249 42,911

Less: accumulated amortization (19,072) (20,894)

Trade name 2,642 2,642

Less: accumulated amortization (1,810) (1,710)

Customer relationships 29,600 29,600

Less: accumulated amortization (20,280) (19,161)

Contractual relationships 360,000 360,000

Less: accumulated amortization (115,424) (93,782)

Total goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets, net $ 380,155 $ 402,976

Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)

Financial royalty assets represent a portfolio of future milestone and royalty payment rights acquired that are passive in nature
(i.e., we do not own the intellectual property or have the right to commercialize the underlying products).

Although a financial royalty asset does not have the contractual terms typical of a loan (such as contractual principal and
interest), we account for financial royalty assets under ASC 310, Receivables. Our financial royalty assets are classified similar to loans
receivable and are measured at amortized cost using the prospective effective interest method described in ASC 835-30 Imputation of
Interest.

The effective interest rate is calculated by forecasting the expected cash flows to be received over the life of the asset relative to
the initial invested amount. The effective interest rate is recalculated in each reporting period as the difference between expected cash
flows and actual cash flows are realized and as there are changes to expected future cash flows.

The gross carrying value of a financial royalty asset is made up of the opening balance, or net purchase price for a new financial
royalty asset, which is increased by accrued interest income (except for assets under the non-accrual method) and decreased by cash
receipts in the period to arrive at the ending balance.

We evaluate financial royalty assets for recoverability on an individual basis by comparing the effective interest rate at each
reporting date to that of the prior period. If the effective interest rate is lower for the current period than the prior period, and if the gross
cash flows have declined (expected and collected), we record provision expense for the change in expected cash flows. The provision is
measured as the difference between the financial royalty asset’s amortized cost basis and the net present value of the expected future
cash flows, calculated using the prior period’s effective interest rate.

In addition to the above allowance, we recognize an allowance for current expected credit losses under ASC 326, Financial
Instruments – Credit Losses on our financial royalty assets. The credit rating, which is primarily based on publicly available data and
updated quarterly, is the primary credit quality indicator used to determine the credit loss provision.

The carrying value of financial royalty assets is presented net of the cumulative allowance for changes in expected future cash
flows and expected credit losses. The initial amount and subsequent revisions in allowances for changes in expected future cash flows
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and expected credit losses are recorded as part of general and administrative expenses on the condensed consolidated statements of
operations.

When we are reasonably certain that a part of a financial royalty asset’s net carrying value (or all of it) is not recoverable, we
recognize a permanent impairment which is recorded in a financial royalty asset impairment on the condensed consolidated statements
of operations. To the extent there was an allowance previously recorded for this asset, the amount of such impairment is written off
against the allowance at the time that such a determination is made. Any future recoveries from such impairment are recognized when
cash is collected in a respective period earnings.

The current portion of financial royalty assets represents an estimation for current quarter royalty receipts which are collected
during the subsequent quarter. This portion is presented in other current assets on our consolidated balance sheets, net of the allowance
for expected credit losses.

For additional information, see Note 6, Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights).

Derivative Assets
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Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other instruments. Derivative assets which are not
used for risk management purposes, include: (a) acquired rights in future milestone and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered
Programs (as defined below), (b) Agenus Warrant (as defined below), (c) option to invest up to $25 million to milestone and royalty
rights which expires on June 30, 2025 ("Upsize Option"), and (d) rights to receive from Primrose Bio 50% of milestones on two
contracts previously entered into by Primordial Genetics.

In addition, we have entered into a collar arrangement to hedge against the fluctuation risk in Viking's share price (the “Viking
Share Collar”). However, because the Viking stock investment is remeasured at fair value through earnings under ASC 321, the Viking
Share Collar is not eligible for hedge accounting, but is considered as an economic hedge. All derivatives are measured at fair value on
the consolidated balance sheets.

Derivative assets consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Agenus Upsize Option (expires on 6/30/25) $ 3,815 $ —

Viking shares collar 7,318 —

Total current derivative assets $ 11,133 $ —

Primrose mRNA $ 2,921 $ 3,531

Agenus Partner Programs 14,099 —

Agenus Warrant (5 years contractual term) 2,226 —

Total noncurrent derivative assets $ 19,246 $ 3,531

A change in the fair value of the Viking Shares Collar that amounted to $(7.9) million and $7.3 million during the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2024, respectively, are included in gain (loss) from short-term investments within the condensed
consolidated statements of operations. A change in the fair value of Agenus Partner Programs that amounted to $(7.2) million during the
three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 is included in fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives within the
condensed consolidated statements of operations. A change in the fair value of other derivatives that amounted to $(8.0) million and
$(6.8) million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, respectively, are recognized in other non-operating expense,
net within the condensed consolidated statements of operations. We acquired the Primrose mRNA derivative on September 18, 2023
with the sale of Pelican business and investment in Primrose Bio transaction. A change in the fair value of the Primrose mRNA
derivative that amounted to $(0.6) million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 is included in fair value
adjustments to partner program derivatives within the condensed consolidated statements of operations. We did not have any other
derivative instruments during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023.

Equity Method Investment

Investments that we do not consolidate but in which we have significant influence over the operating and financial policies of the
investee are classified as equity method investments and are accounted for using the equity method of accounting.

In applying the equity method of accounting, investments are initially recorded at cost and are subsequently adjusted based on
our proportionate share of net income or loss of the investee, net of any distributions received from the investee and any impairment.

Other Investments

Other investments represent our investments in equity securities of third parties in which we do not have control or significant
influence. Our equity securities investments do not have a readily determinable or estimable fair value and are measured using the
measurement alternative, which is cost less impairment, if any, and adjustments resulting from observable price changes in orderly
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transactions for the identical or similar investment of the same issuer. The amount of such impairment or adjustment recognized during
the period is presented in other non-operating income (expense) in our condensed consolidated statements of operations.

Other investments consist of the following (in thousands):
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September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Equity securities in Primrose Bio $ 6,712 $ 32,726

InvIOs investment 4,196 —

Neuritek warrants — 3,000

Palvella Series C preferred stock 1,000 1,000

Total other investments $ 11,908 $ 36,726

During the three months ended September 30, 2024, we recognized a full impairment for our investment in Neuritek warrants.

Other Assets and Other Current Assets

Other assets include economic rights related to the 2023 expansion of our strategic partnership with Palvella to accelerate Phase 3
development of QTORIN rapamycin for the treatment of Microcystic Lymphatic Malformations (“Microcystic LMs”). According to the
terms of the second amendment to our development funding and royalties agreement with Palvella (the “Palvella Second Amendment”).
Palvella received an upfront payment of $5 million from Ligand. In return for the upfront payment, among other contractual changes,
the tiered royalty payable by Palvella to Ligand was increased to between 8.0% and 9.8% based on annual aggregate worldwide net
sales of QTORIN rapamycin. We are not obligated to provide additional funding to Palvella for development or commercialization of
QTORIN.

We determined the economic rights related to Palvella should be characterized as a funded research and development
arrangement, because the contract designated the funds usage for research and development activities, and thus we account for them in
accordance with ASC 730-20, Research and Development Arrangement. We reduce our asset as the funds are expended by Palvella. As
of September 30, 2024, of the $5 million upfront funding related to the Palvella Second Amendment, $0.7 million of the funding to
Palvella was expended. Our CEO and director, Todd Davis, is a director of Palvella. Mr. Davis recused himself from both board's
consideration of the agreement between us and Palvella, including any financial analysis, the terms of the Palvella Second Amendment
and the vote to approve the Palvella Second Amendment and the related transactions.

In June 2024, we funded Palvella $2.5 million in exchange for a convertible note with a maturity of three years, which is included
in other assets in the condensed consolidated balance sheets.

Other current assets primarily include $2.3 million Employee Retention Credit, $6.6 million current portion of financial royalty
assets (disclosed in Note 6, Financial Royalty Assets, net), $2.2 million prepaid expenses, and inventory (raw materials and work in
process related to the manufacturing of finished goods) for the preparation of commercial supplies of ZELSUVMI™ by Pelthos
Therapeutics, a wholly owned subsidiary of Ligand. For additional information on ZELSUVMI, see Note 4, Acquisitions. Below is a
summary of the inventory included in other current assets (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Raw materials $ 2,495 $ 420

Work in process 260 195

Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets $ 2,755 $ 615

Accrued Liabilities
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Accrued liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):
September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Compensation $ 3,830 $ 4,682

Subcontractor 1,756 1,756

Professional fees 3,296 2,394

Customer deposit 621 621

Supplier 276 303

Royalties owed to third parties 2,989 900

Amounts owed to former licensees — 45

Other 2,832 1,766

Total accrued liabilities $ 15,600 $ 12,467

Contingent Liabilities
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In connection with the acquisition of CyDex in January 2011, we recorded a contingent liability for amounts potentially due to
holders of the CyDex CVRs and former license holders. The liability is periodically assessed based on events and circumstances related
to the underlying milestones, royalties and material sales.

In connection with the acquisition of Metabasis in January 2010, we issued Metabasis stockholders four tradable CVRs for each
Metabasis share. The fair values of the CVRs are remeasured at each reporting date through the term of the related agreement.

Any change in fair value is recorded in other non-operating expense, net within our condensed consolidated statement of
operations. For additional information, see Note 7, Fair Value Measurements.

Other Long-Term Liabilities

Other long-term liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Unrecognized tax benefits $ 14,481 $ 14,039

Novan (Pelthos) contract liability 15,324 13,700

Other long-term liabilities 69 19

$ 29,874 $ 27,758

Share-Based Compensation

Share-based compensation expense for awards to employees and non-employee directors is a non-cash expense and is recognized
on a straight-line basis over the vesting period. The following table summarizes share-based compensation expense recorded as
components of research and development expenses and general and administrative expenses for the periods indicated (in thousands):

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

SBC - Research and development expenses $ 982 $ 1,639 $ 2,588 $ 5,362

SBC - General and administrative expenses 14,189 5,245 30,977 14,660

$ 15,171 $ 6,884 $ 33,565 $ 20,022

The increase in share-based compensation for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 as compared to the prior
periods are primarily due to the one-time stock compensation expense associated with the anticipated departure of our former President
and Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) during the third quarter of 2024 and the new hires in 2024.

The fair value for options that were awarded to employees and directors was estimated at the date of grant using the Black-
Scholes option valuation model with the following weighted-average assumptions:
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Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Risk-free interest rate 4.4% 4.3% 4.3% 4.1%

Dividend yield — — — —

Expected volatility 44.7% 44.7% 44.7% 51.5%

Expected term (years) 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.3

A limited amount of performance-based restricted stock units (“PSUs”) contain a market condition based on our relative total
shareholder return ranked on a percentile basis against the Nasdaq Biotechnology Index over a three-year performance period, with a
range of 0% to 200% of the target amount granted to be issued under the award. Share-based compensation cost for these PSUs is
measured using the Monte-Carlo simulation valuation model and is not adjusted for the achievement, or lack thereof, of the performance
conditions.

Net (Loss) Income Per Share
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Basic net (loss) income per share is calculated by dividing net (loss) income by the weighted average number of common shares
outstanding during the period. Diluted net income per share is computed based on the sum of the weighted average number of common
shares and potentially dilutive common shares outstanding during the period. Diluted net loss per share is computed based on the sum of
the weighted average number of common shares outstanding during the period.

Potentially dilutive common shares consist of shares issuable under the 2023 Notes, stock options and restricted stock. Although
we paid off the 2023 Notes in May 2023, it would have a dilutive impact when the average market price of our common stock exceeds
the maximum conversion price during the nine months ended September 30, 2023. It was our intent and policy to settle conversions
through combination settlement, which involved payment in cash equal to the principal portion and delivery of shares of common stock
for the excess of the conversion value over the principal portion. Potentially dilutive common shares from stock options and restricted
stock are determined using the average share price for each period under the treasury stock method. In addition, the following amounts
are assumed to be used to repurchase shares: proceeds from exercise of stock options and the average amount of unrecognized
compensation expense for the awards. For additional information, see Note 10, Stockholders’ Equity.

In accordance with ASC 260, Earnings per Share, if a company had a discontinuing operation, the company uses income from
continuing operations, adjusted for preferred dividends and similar adjustments, as its control number to determine whether potential
common shares are dilutive. The following table presents the calculation of weighted average shares used to calculate basic and diluted
earnings per share (in thousands):

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Weighted average shares outstanding: 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241

Dilutive potential common shares:

Restricted stock — — 173 82

Stock options — — 340 302

2023 Notes — — — 159

Shares used to compute diluted income (loss) per share 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784

Potentially dilutive shares excluded from calculation due to
anti-dilutive effect 1,099 4,762 1,815 4,663

For the three months ended September 30, 2024, due to the net loss for the period, the 0.7 million weighted average incremental
options and restricted stock awards were anti-dilutive. For the three months ended September 30, 2023, due to the net loss for the
period, the 0.3 million weighted average incremental options and restricted stock awards were anti-dilutive.

Foreign Currency Translation

The Euro is the functional currency of Apeiron and the corresponding financial statements have been translated into U.S. Dollars
in accordance with ASC 830-30, Translation of Financial Statements. Assets and liabilities are translated at end-of-period rates while
revenues and expenses are translated at average rates in effect during the period in which the activity took place. Equity is translated at
historical rates and the resulting cumulative translation adjustments are included as a component of accumulated other comprehensive
income (loss).

Accounting Standards Not Yet Adopted

In November 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-07, Segment Reporting (Topic 280): Improvements to Reportable Segment
Disclosures. The update, among other things, requires disclosure of certain significant segment expenses. We will adopt the updated
accounting guidance in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ending December 31, 2024. We do not expect the adoption of the
new accounting guidance will have a material impact to our consolidated financial statements.
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In December 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-09, Income Taxes (Topic 740): Improvements to Income Tax Disclosures. The
update requires a public business entity to disclose, on an annual basis, a tabular rate reconciliation using both percentages and currency
amounts, broken out into specified categories with certain reconciling items further broken out by nature and jurisdiction to the extent
those items exceed a specified threshold. In addition, all entities are required to disclose income taxes paid, net of refunds received
disaggregated by federal, state/local, and foreign and by jurisdiction if the amount is at least 5% of total income tax payments, net of
refunds received. Adoption of the ASU allows for either the prospective or retrospective application of the amendment and is effective
for annual periods beginning after December 15, 2024, with early adoption permitted. We have not yet completed the assessment of the
impact of ASU 2023-09 on our consolidated financial statements.

In November 2024, the FASB issued ASU No. 2024-03, Income Statement—Reporting Comprehensive Income (Subtopic
220-40): Expense Disaggregation Disclosures. This update requires entities to disaggregate operating expenses into specific categories,
such as salaries and wages, depreciation, and amortization, to provide enhanced transparency into the nature and
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function of expenses. ASU 2024-03 is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2026, with early adoption permitted. ASU
2024-03 may be applied retrospectively or prospectively. We are currently evaluating the new guidance to determine the impact it may
have on our consolidated financial statements and related disclosures.

We do not believe that any other recently issued, but not yet effective accounting pronouncements, if adopted, would have a
material impact on our consolidated financial statements or disclosures.
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2. Agenus Transaction

On May 29, 2024, we closed the transactions pursuant to the $75 million purchase and sale agreement (the “Agenus
Agreement”), dated May 6, 2024, among us and Agenus Inc., Agenus Royalty Fund, LLC, and Agenus Holdings 2024, LLC
(collectively, “Agenus”). Under the terms of the Agenus Agreement, we received (i) 18.75% of the licensed royalties and 31.875% of
the future licensed milestones paid to Agenus on six-partnered oncology programs, including BMS-986442 (Bristol Myers Squibb),
AGEN2373 (Gilead Sciences), INCAGN2385 and INCAGN2390 (Incyte), MK-4830 (Merck), and UGN-301 (UroGen Pharma)
(collectively referred as “Agenus Partnered Programs”), and (ii) a synthetic 2.625% royalty on future global net sales of Agenus’ novel
immuno-oncology botensilimab in combination with balstilimab (“BOT/BAL”) program, collectively subject to certain events which
may adjust the royalty and milestone percentages paid to us. In addition, we received the option to commit an additional $25 million in
the same assets on a pro rata basis which expires on June 30, 2025 (“Upsize Option”). We have also agreed to allow Agenus to raise up
to an additional $100 million bringing the total syndicated purchase price up to an aggregate of $200 million. As part of the Agenus
Agreement, Agenus will grant us security over certain assets related to the programs included in the Agenus Agreement, subject to
certain customary exceptions.

In connection with entry into the Agenus Agreement, Agenus issued us a 5-year warrant (“Agenus Warrant”) to purchase 867,052
shares of its common stock, at an exercise price equal to $17.30.

We accounted for all Agenus Partnered Programs, Agenus Warrant and Upsize Option as derivative assets. Upsize Option was
presented within current derivative assets line (as it expires on June 30, 2025), and the other derivatives were presented in noncurrent
derivative assets line in our condensed consolidated balance sheet. Agenus Partnered Programs are recognized as derivative assets under
ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging, as they have different underlyings (milestone payments and royalties). The commercial milestones
and royalties are dependent on the development milestones and the commercial milestone and royalties underlyings are not determined
to be predominate. The derivative assets were recorded at fair value as of May 29, 2024, and are marked to fair value at each subsequent
reporting period.

The fair value of Agenus Partnered Programs derivative assets is determined as a present value of expected future cash flows
adjusted for the level of risk appropriate for a respective program stage. During the three months ended September 30, 2024, certain
Agenus partners discontinued development of their partnered programs. These programs may be relicensed at a later date, and Ligand
would retain its economic interest upon any relicense activity.

The fair value of Agenus Warrant is determined using a Black-Scholes model. The following assumptions were used as of May
29, 2024, and September 30, 2024, respectively: expected term of 4.0 years and 3.7 years, volatility of 84% and 99%, risk-free rate of
4.7% and 3.6%, Agenus Stock price of $15.03 and $5.48.

The fair value of the Upsize Option was determined using the binomial option pricing model under which we assessed and
considered the possible upwards and downwards scenarios through the expiration date of the Upsize Option.

See Note 7, Fair Value Measurements, for additional information on the Agenus Partnered Program derivative assets, Agenus
Warrant, and Upsize Option.

We accounted for the acquired BOT/BAL rights as a financial royalty asset which is currently put under the non-accrual method
as management cannot reliably estimate future cash flows from this program. The amount of BOT/BAL financial royalty asset was
determined as a residual value from the $75 million aggregate investment amount, less fair value of all acquired derivative assets as of
May 29, 2024.

3. Sale of Pelican Business and Investment in Primrose Bio

On September 18, 2023, we entered into a merger agreement, pursuant to which our subsidiary, Pelican Technology Holdings,
Inc. (“Pelican”) became a wholly owned subsidiary of Primrose Bio. Primrose Bio is a private company focused on synthetic biology.
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Pelican has developed technology related to PET (protein expression technology) and PelicCRM197 (vaccine material), and has
property and equipment, as well as leased property in San Diego, CA. As part of the transaction, we received 2,146,957 common shares,
4,278,293 preferred shares and 474,746 restricted shares of Primrose Bio. Simultaneous with the merger, we entered into a purchase and
sale agreement with Primrose Bio and contributed $15 million in exchange for 50% of potential development milestones and certain
commercial milestones from two contracts previously entered into by Primordial Genetics. In addition, starting January 1, 2025, we will
receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all PeliCRM197 licensing revenue in perpetuity.

We retained contractual relationships utilizing the Pelican Expression Technology, including the commercial royalty rights to
Jazz’s Rylaze, Merck’s Vaxneuvance and V116 vaccines, Alvogen’s Teriparatide, Serum Institute of India’s vaccine programs, including
Pneumosil and MenFive vaccines, among others.
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We determined that the sale of Pelican meets the definition of a deconsolidation of a business. Net assets sold together with
allocated goodwill and cash consideration paid were as follows (in thousands):

Property and equipment, net $ 8,250

Intangible assets 19,895

Other assets 717

Operating lease right-of-use assets 8,693

Finance lease right-of-use assets 20

Accrued liabilities (630)

Deferred revenue (495)

Long-term operating lease liabilities (8,445)

Other liabilities (74)

Net assets sold 27,931

Allocated goodwill 4,132

Cash consideration paid 15,000

$ 47,063

Fair value of the consideration received includes the following (in thousands):

Equity method investment $ 13,706

Equity securities 32,278

Derivative assets 3,200

$ 49,184

Goodwill allocated to the selling business based on the relative fair value of the Pelican business and Ligand that was written off
was $4.1 million, resulting in a $2.1 million gain on sale of Pelican recorded to income (loss) from operations for the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2023.

Transaction costs of $1.2 million were allocated to the equity method investment and equity securities based on the relative fair
value.

As described above, we will receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all PeliCRM197
licensing revenue in perpetuity. The considerations are under the loss recovery model and they will be measured based on the gain
contingency model under ASC 450, Contingencies, and thus, will be recognized as the underlying contingencies are resolved.

In addition, we will receive 50% of potential development milestones and certain commercial milestones from two contracts
previously entered into by Primordial Genetics. The considerations were recognized as derivative assets with a fair value of $3.2
million, at the disposition date, which was included in noncurrent derivative assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet. They
are recognized as derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging, as they have two underlyings (development and
commercial milestones) and (i) the commercial milestones are dependent on the development milestones and (ii) the commercial
milestone underlying is not determined to be predominate. The derivative assets were recorded at fair value as of September 18, 2023,
and will be marketed to fair value at each reporting period going forward. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024,
a loss of $0.6 million was recorded to market the derivative assets to fair value and was included in fair value adjustments to partner
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program derivatives in our condensed consolidated statement of operations. For additional information, see Note 7, Fair Value
Measurements.

Investments in Primrose Bio

We account for our common stock investment in Primrose Bio under the equity method as we have the ability to exercise
significant influence over Primrose Bio's operating and financial results. In applying the equity method, we record the investment at fair
value. Our proportionate share of net loss of Primrose Bio is recorded in our condensed consolidated statements of operations. Our
equity method investments are reviewed for indicators of impairment at each reporting period and are written down to fair value if there
is evidence of a loss in value that is other-than-temporary. In June 2024, Primrose Bio received an equity investment from an equity
firm. In July 2024, Primrose Bio raised additional funds from another equity firm. As a result, we recognized an impairment loss on our
equity method investment in the amount of $5.8 million during the nine months ended September 30, 2024. There was no impairment to
our equity method investment during the three months ended September 30, 2024. Our share of the net loss of Primrose Bio for the three
and nine months ended September 30, 2024 was $1.2 million and $5.8 million, respectively, which reduced Ligand's equity method
investment accordingly. Any income or loss

22

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

https://www.secdatabase.com


from our equity method investments (including the impairment) is presented in other non-operating income (expense) in our condensed
consolidated statement of operations.

We determined that the Series A preferred stock and reserve stock investment in Primrose Bio did not have a readily
determinable fair value and therefore elected the measurement alternative in ASC 321 to subsequently record the investment at cost, less
any impairments, plus or minus changes resulting from observable price changes in orderly transactions for identical or similar
investments of the same issuer. When fair value becomes determinable, from observable price changes in orderly transactions, our
investment will be marked to fair value. Our investment in Series A preferred stock and reserve stock has been reduced by $0.03 million
and $25.79 million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 in connection with the above mentioned equity funding
received by Primrose Bio in June and July 2024.

Former President and Chief Operating Officer Matt Korenberg served as a board member of Primrose Bio beginning in Q4 2023.
His employment with Ligand concluded in October 2024, after which Lauren Hay, Vice President of Strategic Planning & Investment
Analytics, succeeded him as a board member of Primrose Bio.

4. Acquisitions

Apeiron

On July 15, 2024, we acquired all the outstanding shares of Biologics AG (“Apeiron”), including the royalty rights to
QARZIBA® (dinutuximab beta) for the treatment of high-risk neuroblastoma (the “Apeiron Acquisition”) for $100.5 million base
consideration. We funded the Apeiron Acquisition from our available cash on hand.

In addition to base consideration, we would also pay Apeiron shareholders an additional consideration based on future
commercial and regulatory events, including up to $28.0 million if QARZIBA royalties exceed certain predetermined thresholds by
either 2030 or 2034, and pay additional earn-outs on specific future events, primarily related to QARZIBA regulatory approval and
commercialization in the USA.

We evaluated this acquisition in accordance with ASC 805, Business Combinations, to discern whether the assets and operations
of Apeiron met the definition of a business. We accounted for this transaction as an asset acquisition.

We incurred $4.9 million of transaction costs related to the Apeiron Acquisition, which were included in the amount of total
purchase consideration. Financial assets acquired and liabilities assumed in the Apeiron Acquisition were recognized at their fair values.
The remaining assets acquired were recognized on a relative fair value basis.

The amount of purchase consideration was allocated to the acquisition date fair values of acquired assets and assumed liabilities
as follows (in thousands):

Cash and cash equivalents $ 13,437

Contract assets (financial royalty assets) 106,156

Other assets 8,965

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (3,740)

Income tax payable (1,276)

Deferred tax liabilities, net (18,109)

Total fair value of net assets acquired $ 105,433
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Contract assets acquired are accounted for as a financial royalty asset, similar to loans receivable and are measured at amortized
cost using the prospective effective interest method described in ASC 835-30. The acquired contracts assets include QARZIBA and
other development phase contract assets.

As QARZIBA is a commercial phase program, we are able to reasonably estimate future cash flows and, as such, we recognize
income from QARZIBA financial royalty assets starting from the Apeiron Acquisition effective date, which is calculated by multiplying
the carrying value of the financial royalty asset by the periodic effective interest rate. As described in Note 1, Basis of Presentation and
Significant Accounting Policies, the effective interest rate is calculated by forecasting the expected cash flows to be received over the
life of the asset relative to the initial invested amount. The effective interest rate is recalculated in each reporting period as the
differences between expected cash flows and actual cash flows are realized and as there are changes to expected future cash flows. We
account for other Apeiron development phase financial royalty assets on a non-accrual basis as there is a higher level of uncertainty over
the related expected cash flows.
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For tax purposes this transaction is treated as a stock purchase. As a result, we will not obtain a tax stepped-up basis in Apeiron’s
underlying assets and will assume the carryover tax basis. As part of the tax purchase price accounting, deferred tax liabilities of
$18.1 million have been recorded to reflect the difference between the book and tax basis of the acquired assets.

We account for the earnout liabilities in the Apeiron Acquisition in accordance with ASC450, Contingencies, and will recognize
respective liability when the contingency is resolved, and the liability becomes payable. No earnout liability is recognized as of the
acquisition date, and as of September 30, 2024.

In conjunction with the Apeiron Acquisition, we have also invested $4.2 million (including $0.2 million transaction costs) in
InvIOs Holding AG ("InvIOs") common shares, a privately held spin-off of Apeiron. This investment was part of an €8 million
(approximately $8.8 million) round with other investors which would help finance the research and development of three innovative
early-stage immuno-oncology assets. Apeiron has previously outlicensed these assets to InvIOs and is entitled to future royalties and
milestone payments.

As the result of this investment, we did not obtain control or significant influence in InvIOs. We determined that common stock
of InvIOs did not have a readily determinable fair value and therefore elected the measurement alternative in ASC 321 to subsequently
record the investment at cost, less any impairments, plus or minus changes resulting from observable price changes in orderly
transactions for identical or similar investments of the same issuer. When fair value becomes determinable, from observable price
changes in orderly transactions, our investment will be marked to fair value.

Novan

On September 27, 2023, we closed the transaction to acquire certain assets of Novan, Inc. (“Novan”) pursuant to the agreement
we entered into with Novan on July 17, 2023 for $15.0 million in cash (which agreement contemplated Novan filing for bankruptcy
relief) and provide up to $15.0 million in debtor-in-possession (“DIP”) financing inclusive of a $3.0 million bridge loan funded on the
same day. Novan filed for Chapter 11 reorganization on July 17, 2023. On September 27, 2023, the bankruptcy court approved our
$12.2 million bid to purchase from Novan its lead product candidate berdazimer gel, 10.3%, all other assets related to the NITRICIL
technology platform and the rights to one commercial stage asset. The remaining commercial assets of Novan were to be sold to other
parties pursuant to the bankruptcy court's order. The approved $12.2 million bid was credited to the $15.0 million DIP financing, with
the balance of $2.8 million and accrued interest repaid to us.

The Novan acquisition was accounted for as a business combination. We recorded $3.1 million of acquisition-related costs for
legal, due diligence and other costs in connection with the acquisition within operating expenses in our condensed consolidated
statement of operations for the year ended December 31, 2023.

We have finalized purchase accounting for the Novan acquisition. The following table sets forth an allocation of the purchase
price to the identifiable tangible and intangible assets acquired and liabilities assumed, with the excess recorded to goodwill (in
thousands):
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Restricted cash $ 583

Property and equipment, net 13,054

Operating lease right-of-use asset 3,683

Other assets 137

Deferred tax asset 1,013

Intangible assets acquired 10,700

Goodwill 3,709

Deferred revenue (4,508)

Operating lease liabilities (3,683)

Other liabilities (13,700)

Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received 10,988

DIP loan fees and interest 1,162

Total consideration $ 12,150
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None of the goodwill is deductible for tax purposes. Acquired intangible assets of $10.7 million are related to core technology.
The fair value of the core technology was based on the discounted cash flow method that estimated the present value of the potential
royalties, milestones, and collaboration revenue streams derived from the licensing of the related technologies. These projected cash
flows were discounted to present value using a discount rate of 29%. The fair value of the core technology is being amortized on a
straight-line basis over the estimated useful life of 15 years.

Acquired other liabilities of $13.7 million were related to a royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement, entered by
Novan in 2019 and assumed as part of the acquisition, which previously provided Novan $25.0 million of funding used primarily in the
clinical development of berdazimer gel, 10.3%. Pursuant to the purchase agreement, Novan will pay ongoing quarterly payments,
calculated based on an applicable percentage per product of any upfront fees, milestone payments, royalty payments or equivalent
payments received by Novan pursuant to any out-license agreement, net of any upfront fees, milestone payments, royalty payments or
equivalent payments paid by Novan to third parties pursuant to any agreements under which Novan has in-licensed intellectual property
with respect to such products. If Novan decides to commercialize any product on its own following regulatory approval, as opposed to
commercializing through an out-license agreement or other third-party arrangement, Novan will be obligated to pay a low single digits
royalty on net sales of such products. This contract liability was fair valued based on the discounted cash flow method that estimated the
present value of the potential royalties, milestones, and collaboration revenue streams derived from the related programs mentioned
above, by applying a discount rate of 14% (revenue risk-adjusted discount rate).

On April 3, 2024, we announced the creation of Pelthos Therapeutics to focus on the commercialization of innovative, safe, and
efficacious therapeutic products for patients suffering from conditions with limited treatment options. ZELSUVMI (berdazimer topical
gel, 10.3%), its first product, is the FDA-approved prescription medicine for the treatment of the highly transmissible molluscum
contagiosum (molluscum) viral skin infection in adults and pediatric patients one year of age and older. ZELSUVMI received a Novel
Drug designation from the FDA in January 2024 to treat molluscum viral skin infection. ZELSUVMI was developed using Pelthos'
proprietary nitric oxide-based NITRICIL™ technology platform. The rights to ZELSUVMI and all assets related to the NITRICIL
technology platform were acquired from Novan in September 2023 in the Novan acquisition described above.

5. Spin-off of OmniAb

On March 23, 2022, we entered into the Separation Agreement to separate our OmniAb Business and the Merger Agreement,
pursuant to which APAC would combine with OmniAb, and acquire Ligand's OmniAb Business, in a Reverse Morris Trust transaction
(collectively, the “Transactions”).

After the closing date of the Transactions on November 1, 2022, the historical financial results of OmniAb have been reflected in
our consolidated financial statements as discontinued operations under GAAP for all periods presented through the date of the
Distribution. Pursuant to the Transaction Agreements, Ligand contributed to OmniAb cash and certain specific assets and liabilities
constituting the OmniAb Business. Pursuant to the Distribution, Ligand distributed on a pro rata basis to its shareholders as of October
26, 2022 shares of the common stock of OmniAb representing 100% of Ligand’s interest in OmniAb. Immediately following the
Distribution, Merger Sub merged with and into OmniAb, with OmniAb continuing as the surviving company in the merger and as a
wholly owned subsidiary of New OmniAb. The entire transaction was completed on November 1, 2022, and following the merger, New
OmniAb is an independent, publicly traded company whose common stock trades on Nasdaq under the symbol “OABI.” After the
Distribution, we do not beneficially own any shares of common stock in OmniAb and no longer consolidate OmniAb into our financial
results for periods ending after November 1, 2022.

Discontinued operations

In connection with the merger, the Company determined its antibody discovery business qualified for discontinued operations
accounting treatment in accordance with ASC 205-20. We recognized a $1.7 million tax provision adjustment related to deferred taxes,
during the nine months ended September 30, 2023, that was attributable to the discontinued operations.
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6. Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)

Financial royalty assets consist of the following (in thousands):
September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Gross

carrying value(2)

Allowance
(1)

Net

carrying value (2)

Gross

carrying value

Allowance
(1)

Net

carrying value

Apeiron $ 113,371 $ (735) $ 112,636 $ — $ — $ —

Agenus (Bot/Bal) 40,815 (408) 40,407 — — —

Elutia (CorMatrix) 10,032 (2,607) 7,425 13,304 (7,490) 5,814

Selexis 242 (58) 184 940 (179) 761

Ovid (Soticlestat) 4,122 (41) 4,081 30,310 (303) 30,007

Tolerance Therapeutics (TZIELD) 25,698 (101) 25,597 25,810 (101) 25,709

Ensifentrine inventors 16,018 (481) 15,537 — — —

Total financial royalty assets, net $ 210,298 $ (4,431) $ 205,867 $ 70,364 $ (8,073) $ 62,291

(1) The amounts of allowance include cumulated allowance for changes in expected cash flows and cumulated allowance for current expected credit losses.

(2) The amounts include $6.6 million current portion of financial royalty assets which represents an estimation for current quarter royalty receipts that are collected during

the subsequent quarter. This portion is presented in other current assets on our condensed consolidated balance sheet as of September 30, 2024.

Financial royalty assets represent a portfolio of future milestone and royalty payment rights acquired in the Apeiron Acquistion in
July 2024, from Agenus in May 2024, Selexis, S.A. (“Selexis”) in April 2013 and May 2015, CorMatrix Cardiovascular, Inc.
(“CorMatrix”) in May 2016, which was later acquired by Aziyo (Aziyo changed its corporate name to Elutia Inc. (“Elutia”) in
September 2023) in 2017, Ovid Therapeutics Inc. (“Ovid”) in October 2023, Tolerance Therapeutics, Inc. (“Tolerance Therapeutics”) in
November 2023, and from certain ensifentrine inventors in March and August 2024.

During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we recorded a $26.2 million impairment loss for Ovid (Soticlestat) financial
royalty asset and a $0.3 million impairment loss for Selexis financial royalty asset. There was no impairment loss for the three months
ended September 30, 2024. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, we recorded a $0.9 million impairment loss
for Selexis financial royalty asset as a result of reduced programs.

Apeiron financial royalty assets

As discussed in Note 4, Acquisitions, we acquired certain financial royalty assets within the Apeiron Acquisition, including
QARZIBA and certain InvIOs programs. As QARZIBA is a commercial phase program, we are able to reasonably estimate future cash
flows and, as such, we recognized income from QARZIBA financial royalty assets starting from the Apeiron Acquisition effective date.
We accounted for the InvIOs financial royalty assets using the non-accrual method until we are able to reliably estimate future cash
flows.

Elutia Agreement

In 2016, Ligand entered into a purchase agreement to acquire certain financial royalty assets from CorMatrix. In 2017, CorMatrix
sold its marketed products to Elutia where Elutia assumed the Ligand royalty obligation. In 2017, we amended the terms of the royalty
agreement with Elutia where we received $10 million to buydown the royalty rates on the products CorMatrix sold to Elutia (the
“CorMatrix Asset Sale”). Per the amended agreement with Elutia, we will receive a 5% royalty, with certain annual minimum payments,
on the products Elutia acquired in the CorMatrix Asset Sale and up to $10 million of milestones tied to cumulative net sales of these
products. The royalty agreement will terminate on May 31, 2027.
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During 2023, due to Elutia's nonpayment of the minimum payments under the amended royalty agreement over several quarters,
we placed the Elutia asset on the non-accrual method. In January 2024, we executed an amendment to our agreement with Elutia which
will allow us to reliably estimate future cash flows. As such, the Elutia asset was switched from the non-accrual method to the effective
interest method during the first quarter of 2024. We further considered the current and expected future economic and market conditions,
current company performance and recent payments received from Elutia. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024
we recorded a reduction of $0.3 million and $4.9 million, respectively, to Elutia allowance of expected credit loss. The credit loss
adjustments were recorded as a gain in general and administrative expense in our condensed consolidated statement of operations for the
three and nine months ended September 30, 2024. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 we recorded an increase
of $3.2 million to Elutia allowance of expected credit loss.

Soticlestat Agreement

In October 2023, we made an investment of $30 million to acquire a 13% portion of the royalties and milestones owed to Ovid
Therapeutics related to the potential approval and commercialization of soticlestat.
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In June 2024, Takeda announced topline results of the phase 3 clinical trial of soticlestat, missing its primary endpoint to reduce
convulsive seizure frequency compared to placebo in patients with Dravet syndrome, and missing its primary endpoint to reduce major
Motor Drop seizure frequency compared to a placebo in patients with Lennox-Gastaut syndrome. As a result, in the nine months ended
September 30, 2024, we recognized an impairment over the soticlestat financial royalty asset of $26.2 million. The fair value of the
soticlestat financial royalty asset was determined using a discounted cash flow approach, utilizing the mostly-likely cash flows which
considered the probability of success for the underlying clinical program and discount rate of 17% which contemplates the underlying
credit and business risk of the partnered program. As of September 30, 2024, management continues to account for the soticlestat
financial royalty asset using the non-accrual method until we are able to reliably estimate future cash flows.

TZIELD Agreement

In November 2023, we acquired Tolerance Therapeutics for $20 million in cash. Tolerance Therapeutics is a holding company,
owned by the inventors of TZIELD (teplizumab), and is owed a royalty of less than 1% on worldwide net sales of TZIELD. TZIELD is
marketed by Sanofi, starting in 2023. For tax purposes this transaction was treated as a stock deal, so there is no step-up in basis and tax
attributes. Therefore, a deferred tax liability (DTL) of $5.5 million was recognized on the book basis and tax basis difference and
recorded to the book value of the Tolerance financial royalty asset. Due to the early stages of TZIELD's commercialization,
management has placed the investment on the non-accrual method until we are able to reliably estimate future cash flows.

Ensifentrine Inventors Agreements

In March and August 2024, we acquired future milestone and royalty rights related to ensifentrine from certain ensifentrine
inventors for a total of $3.8 million and $13.6 million, respectively. On June 26, 2024, Verona Pharma plc (Nasdaq: VRNA) received
FDA approval for ensifentrine for the maintenance treatment of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (“COPD”). During
three months ended September 30, 2024, Verona started commercial sales of ensifentrine (marketed as OhtuvayreTM) in the U.S. Due to
the early stages of Ohtuvayre's commercialization, management has placed the investment on the non-accrual method until we are able
to reliably estimate future cash flows.

7. Fair Value Measurements

Assets and Liabilities Measured on a Recurring Basis
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The following table presents the hierarchy for our assets and liabilities measured at fair value (in thousands):
September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Level

1

Level

2

Level

3 Total

Assets:

Short-term investments,

excluding Viking(1) $19,575 $73,139 $ — $92,714 $7,291 $107,879 $ — $115,170

Investment in Viking

common stock 63,310 — — 63,310 32,185 — — 32,185

Derivative assets(2) — — 30,379 30,379 — — 3,531 3,531

Total assets $82,885 $73,139 $30,379 $186,403 $39,476 $107,879 $3,531 $150,886

Liabilities:

Contingent liabilities - CyDex $ — $ — $ 223 $ 223 $ — $ — $ 320 $ 320

Contingent liabilities -

Metabasis(3) — 3,768 — 3,768 — 2,878 — 2,878

Total liabilities $ — $3,768 $ 223 $3,991 $ — $2,878 $ 320 $3,198

(1) Excluding our investment in Viking, corporate equity securities, and US government securities, our short-term investments in marketable debt and equity securities are

classified as available-for-sale securities based on management's intentions and are at level 2 of the fair value hierarchy, as these investment securities are valued based

upon quoted prices for identical or similar instruments in markets that are not active, and model-based valuation techniques for which all significant assumptions are

observable in the market. Short-term investments in bond funds are valued at their net asset value (NAV) on the last day of the period. We have classified marketable

securities with original maturities of greater than one year as short-term investments based upon our ability and intent to use any and all of those marketable securities to

satisfy the liquidity needs of our current operations. In addition, we had investment in warrants resulting from Seelos Therapeutics Inc. milestone payments that were

settled in shares during the first quarter of 2019 and were at level 3 of the fair value hierarchy, based on Black-Scholes value estimated by management on the last day of

the period. This investment in warrants expired in January 2024.

(2) Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other instruments. Derivative assets which are not used for risk management purposes

include: (a) acquired rights in future milestone and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered Programs, (b) Agenus Warrant, (c) Upsize Option, (d) Viking Share Collar

(e) and rights to receive from Primrose Bio 50% of milestones on two contracts previously entered into by Primordial Genetics. The considerations were recognized as

derivative assets included under current derivative assets and noncurrent derivative assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet. They are recognized as derivative

assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging. The fair value of the Agenus Partnered Programs and the Primrose Bio derivative assets was determined using a

discounted cash flow approach, utilizing the mostly-likely cash flows which considered the probability of success for the underlying clinical programs. The discount rate

used contemplates the underlying credit and business risk of the partnered programs. At
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September 30, 2024, the discount rates used range between 15% and 25%. At December 31, 2023, the discount rate used was 25%. The fair value of the Agenus Warrant

and Viking Share Collar was determined using a Black-Scholes-Merton model. The fair value of the Upsize Option was determined using a binomial option pricing

model.

(3) In connection with our acquisition of Metabasis in January 2010, we issued Metabasis stockholders four tradable CVRs, one CVR from each of four respective series

of CVR, for each Metabasis share. The CVRs entitle Metabasis stockholders to cash payments as frequently as every six months as cash is received by us from proceeds

from the sale or partnering of any of the Metabasis drug development programs, among other triggering events. The liability for the CVRs is determined using quoted

prices in a market that is not active for the underlying CVR. The carrying amount of the liability may fluctuate significantly based upon quoted market prices and actual

amounts paid under the agreements may be materially different than the carrying amount of the liability. Several of the Metabasis drug development programs have been

outlicensed to Viking, including VK2809. VK2809 is a novel selective TR-β agonist with potential in multiple indications, including hypercholesterolemia, dyslipidemia,

NASH, and X-ALD. Under the terms of the agreement with Viking, we may be entitled to up to $375 million of development, regulatory and commercial milestones and

tiered royalties on potential future sales including a $10 million payment upon initiation of a Phase 3 clinical trial. During the three and nine months ended September 30,

2024, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.2 million and increasing $0.9 million, respectively, to mark to market. During the three and

nine months ended September 30, 2023, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.1 million and increasing $0.002 million, respectively, to

mark to market.

A reconciliation of the level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 is as follows (in thousands):

Assets

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 3,531

Additions to derivative assets 34,185

Fair value adjustments to derivative assets (7,337)

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 30,379

Liabilities

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 320

Payments to CVR holders and other contingent payments (200)

Fair value adjustments to contingent liabilities 103

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 223

Assets Measured on a Non-Recurring Basis

We apply fair value techniques on a non-recurring basis associated with valuing potential impairment losses related to our
goodwill, intangible assets with estimated useful lives and long-lived assets.

We evaluate goodwill annually for impairment and whenever circumstances occur indicating that goodwill might be impaired.
We determine the fair value of our reporting unit based on a combination of inputs, including the market capitalization of Ligand, as
well as Level 3 inputs such as discounted cash flows, which are not observable from the market, directly or indirectly.

We evaluate intangible assets with estimated useful lives whenever circumstances occur indicating that intangible assets may not
be recoverable An impairment evaluation is based on an undiscounted cash flow analysis at the lowest level at which cash flows of the
long-lived assets are largely independent of other groups of assets and liabilities.

There was no impairment of our goodwill, intangible assets, or long-lived assets recorded during the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2024 and 2023.

Fair Value of Financial Instruments
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Our cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable, other current assets, financial royalty assets, accounts payable, accrued
liabilities, deferred revenue, current operating lease liabilities, current finance lease liabilities and Novan (Pelthos) other long-term
liabilities are financial instruments and are recorded at cost in the consolidated balance sheets. The estimated fair value of these
financial instruments approximates their carrying value.

8. Debt

Revolving Credit Facility

On October 12, 2023, we entered into a $75 million revolving credit facility (the “Revolving Credit Facility”) with Citibank,
N.A. as the Administrative Agent (as defined in the Credit Agreement). We, our material domestic subsidiaries, as Guarantors (as
defined in the Credit Agreement), and the Lenders (as defined in the Credit Agreement) entered into a credit agreement (the “Credit
Agreement”) with the Administrative Agent, under which the Lenders, the Swingline Lender and the L/C Issuer (each as defined in the
Credit Agreement) agreed to make revolving loans, swingline loans and other financial accommodations to us (including the issuance of
letters of credit) in an aggregate amount of up to $75 million. Borrowings
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under the Revolving Credit Facility accrue interest at a rate equal to either Term Secured Overnight Financing Rate (“Term SOFR”) or a
specified base rate plus an applicable margin linked to our leverage ratio, ranging from 1.75% to 2.50% per annum for Term SOFR
loans and 0.75% to 1.50% per annum for base rate loans. The Revolving Credit Facility is subject to a commitment fee payable on the
unused Revolving Credit Facility commitments ranging from 0.30% to 0.45%, depending on our leverage ratio. During the term of the
Revolving Credit Facility, we may borrow, repay and re-borrow amounts available under the Revolving Credit Facility, subject to
voluntary reductions of the swing line, letter of credit and revolving credit commitments.

Borrowings under the Revolving Credit Facility are secured by certain of our collateral and that of the Guarantors. In specified
circumstances, additional guarantors are required to be added to the Credit Agreement. The Credit Agreement contains customary
affirmative and negative covenants, including certain financial maintenance covenants, and events of default applicable to us. In the
event of violation of the representations, warranties and covenants made in the Credit Agreement, we may not be able to utilize the
Revolving Credit Facility or repayment of amounts owed thereunder could be accelerated.

Amendment to Revolving Credit Facility

On July 8, 2024, we entered into the first amendment (the “Amendment”) to the Credit Agreement, which amends the Credit
Agreement to, among other things, increase the aggregate revolving credit facility amount from $75 million to $125 million.

As of September 30, 2024, we had $124.4 million in available borrowing under the Revolving Credit Facility, after utilizing
$0.6 million for letter of credit. The maturity date of the Revolving Credit Facility, as amended, is October 12, 2026.

As of September 30, 2024, there were no events of default or violation of any covenants under our financing obligations.

9. Income Tax

Our effective tax rate may vary from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate due to the change in the mix of earnings in various foreign
and state jurisdictions with different statutory rates, the use of previously unbenefited tax loss carryforwards to reduce foreign taxes,
benefits related to tax credits, and the tax impact of non-deductible expenses, stock award activities and other permanent differences
between income before income taxes and taxable income. The effective tax rate for the three months ended September 30, 2024 and
2023 was (13.1)% and 15.4%, respectively, and the nine months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023 was 35.1% and 23.5%,
respectively. The variance from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate of 21% for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 was
primarily due to Internal Revenue Code Section 162(m) limitation on deduction for officer compensation, other non-deductible items,
and income from foreign operations, which were partially offset by the foreign derived intangible income tax benefit. The variance from
the U.S. federal statutory tax rate of 21% for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 was primarily due to Internal
Revenue Code Section 162(m) limitation on deduction for officer compensation, non-deductible incentive stock option (ISO) related
stock compensation expense, which were partially offset by foreign derived intangible income tax benefit during the period.
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10. Stockholders’ Equity

We grant options and awards to employees and non-employee directors pursuant to a stockholder approved stock incentive plan,
which is described in further detail in Note 10, Stockholders’ Equity, of the Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements in our 2023
Annual Report.

In June 2024, our stockholders approved the amendment and restatement of the Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated 2002 Stock
Incentive Plan, which increased the shares available for issuance by 1.3 million.

The following is a summary of our stock option and restricted stock activity and related information:
Stock Options Restricted Stock Awards

Shares

Weighted-
Average Exercise

Price Shares

Weighted-
Average Grant
Date Fair Value

Balance as of December 31, 2023 2,640,458 $ 65.70 350,905 $ 81.22

Granted 743,117 $ 85.71 318,588 $ 85.23

Options exercised/RSUs vested (784,467) $ 59.07 (126,793) $ 85.55

Forfeited (57,161) $ 70.71 (42,870) $ 72.32

Balance as of September 30, 2024 2,541,947 $ 73.48 499,830 $ 83.44

As of September 30, 2024, outstanding options to purchase 1.4 million shares were exercisable with a weighted average exercise
price per share of $70.27.

Employee Stock Purchase Plan

The price at which common stock is purchased under the Amended Employee Stock Purchase Plan, or ESPP, is equal to 85% of
the fair market value of the common stock on the first or last day of the offering period, whichever is lower. As of September 30, 2024,
26,244 shares were available for future purchases under the ESPP.

At-the-Market Equity Offering Program

On September 30, 2022, we filed a registration statement on Form S-3 (the “Shelf Registration Statement”), which became
automatically effective upon filing, covering the offering of common stock, preferred stock, debt securities, warrants and units.

On September 30, 2022, we also entered into an At-The-Market Equity Offering Sales Agreement (the “Sales Agreement”) with
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated (the “Agent”), under which we may, from time to time, sell shares of our common stock
having an aggregate offering price of up to $100 million in “at the market” offerings through the Agent (the “ATM Offering”). The
Shelf Registration Statement included a prospectus covering the offering, issuance and sale of up to $100 million of our common stock
from time to time through the ATM Offering. The shares to be sold under the Sales Agreement may be issued and sold pursuant to the
Shelf Registration Statement. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we issued 334,325 shares of common stock
in the ATM Offering, generating proceeds of $34.3 million, net of commissions and other transaction costs.

Share Repurchases

In April 2023, our Board of Directors (the “Board”) has approved a stock repurchase program authorizing, but not requiring, the
repurchase of up to $50 million of our common stock from time to time through April 2026. We expect to acquire shares, if at all,
primarily through open-market transactions in accordance with all applicable requirements of Rule 10b-18 under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). The timing and amount of repurchase transactions will be determined by
management based on our evaluation of market conditions, share price, legal requirements and other factors. Authorization to
repurchase $50 million of our common stock remained available as of September 30, 2024.
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11. Commitment and Contingencies

Legal Proceedings

We record an estimate of a loss when the loss is considered probable and estimable. Where a liability is probable and there is a
range of estimated loss and no amount in the range is more likely than any other number in the range, we record the minimum estimated
liability related to the claim in accordance with ASC 450, Contingencies. As additional information becomes available, we assess the
potential liability related to our pending litigation and revises our estimates. Revisions in our estimates of potential liability could
materially impact our results of operations.
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On October 31, 2019, we received three civil complaints filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio on
behalf of several Indian tribes. The Northern District of Ohio is the Court that the Judicial Panel on Multi-District Litigation (“JPML”)
has assigned more than one thousand civil cases which have been designated as a Multi-District Litigation (“MDL”) and captioned In
Re: National Prescription Opiate Litigation. The allegations in these complaints focus on the activities of defendants other than us and
no individualized factual allegations have been advanced against us in any of the three filed complaints. We reject all claims raised in
the complaints and intend to vigorously defend against these matters.

From time to time, we may also become subject to other legal proceedings or claims arising in the ordinary course of our
business. We currently believe that none of the claims or actions pending against us is likely to have, individually or in aggregate, a
material adverse effect on our business, financial condition or results of operations. Given the unpredictability inherent in litigation,
however, we cannot predict the outcome of these matters.

Operating Leases

During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we entered into a lease agreement for our office located in Boston,
Massachusetts, which resulted in a $1.6 million increase in both operating lease assets and operating lease liabilities at lease
commencement.
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Item 2. Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations

Caution: This discussion and analysis may contain predictions, estimates and other forward-looking statements that involve a
number of risks and uncertainties, including those discussed in Part II, Item 1A. Risk Factors. This outlook represents our current
judgment on the future direction of our business. These statements include those related to our future results of operations and financial
position, Captisol-related revenues and Kyprolis and other product royalty revenues and milestones under license agreements, product
development, and product regulatory filings and approvals, and the timing thereof. Actual events or results may differ materially from
our expectations. For example, there can be no assurance that our revenues or expenses will meet any expectations or follow any
trend(s), that we will be able to retain our key employees or that we will be able to enter into any strategic partnerships or other
transactions. We cannot assure you that we will receive expected Kyprolis, Captisol and other product revenues to support our ongoing
business or that our internal or partnered pipeline products will progress in their development, gain marketing approval or achieve
success in the market. In addition, ongoing or future arbitration, litigation or disputes with third parties may have a material adverse
effect on us. Such risks and uncertainties, and others, could cause actual results to differ materially from any future performance
suggested. We undertake no obligation to make any revisions to these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances
arising after the date of this quarterly report. This caution is made under the safe harbor provisions of Section 21E of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”).

We use our trademarks, trade names and services marks in this report as well as trademarks, trade names and service marks that
are the property of other organizations. Solely for convenience, trademarks and trade names referred to in this report appear without
the ® and ™ symbols, but those references are not intended to indicate, in any way, that we will not assert, to the fullest extent under
applicable law, our rights or that the applicable owner will not assert its rights, to these trade marks and trade names.

References to “Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated,” “Ligand,” the “Company,” “we” or “our” include Ligand Pharmaceuticals
Incorporated and our wholly-owned subsidiaries.

Overview

We are a biopharmaceutical company enabling scientific advancement through supporting the clinical development of high-value
medicines. We do this by providing financing, licensing our technologies or both. Our business model seeks to generate value for
stockholders by creating a diversified portfolio of biopharmaceutical product revenue streams that are supported by an efficient and low
corporate cost structure. Our goal is to offer investors an opportunity to participate in the promise of the biotech industry in a profitable
and diversified manner. Our business model focuses on funding programs in mid- to late-stage drug development in return for economic
rights, purchasing royalty rights in development stage or commercial biopharmaceutical products and licensing our technology to help
partners discover and develop medicines. We partner with other pharmaceutical companies to leverage what they do best (late-stage
development, regulatory management and commercialization) in order to generate our revenue. Our Captisol platform technology is a
chemically modified cyclodextrin with a structure designed to optimize the solubility and stability of drugs. We have established
multiple alliances, licenses and other business relationships with the world’s leading biopharmaceutical companies including Amgen,
Merck, Pfizer, Jazz, Takeda, Gilead Sciences, Baxter International and Agenus.

Our revenue is generated primarily from royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners, Captisol material sales,
and contract revenue for license fees, regulatory and sales based milestone payments. Other operating income is primarily related to
milestone income received for financial royalty assets that have been fully amortized or where there is no underlying asset recognized
on the consolidated balance sheets. Also, we selectively pursue acquisitions and drug development funding opportunities that address
high unmet clinical needs to bring in new assets, pipelines, and technologies to aid in generating additional potential new incremental
revenue streams.

Business Updates
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We will host an investor and analyst day in Boston on December 10, 2024. CEO Todd Davis and other members of Ligand’s
senior management team will provide an overview of our business model and investment selection process, review the progress of the
portfolio including near-term partner milestones, and introduce 2025 guidance.

During Q3 2024, we sold 334,325 shares of our common stock pursuant to an At-The-Market (ATM) Equity Offering, generating
net proceeds of $34.3 million. We have the ability to issue an additional $65 million under the current ATM plan.

Portfolio Updates

FILSPARI
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On September 5, 2024, Travere Therapeutics announced it received full FDA approval for FILSPARI for the treatment of IgA
Nephropathy (IgAN) in adults. The FDA decision expands patient access to the first and only non-immunosuppressive therapy approved
for the treatment of this rare progressive kidney disease.

On October 17, 2024, Travere Therapeutics and CSL Vifor announced that Swissmedic granted temporary marketing
authorization for FILSPARI for the treatment of adults with primary IgAN with a urine protein excretion ≥1.0 g/day (or urine protein-to-
creatinine ratio ≥0.75 g/g). The Swissmedic approval was supported by results from the pivotal Phase 3 PROTECT Study of FILSPARI
in IgA nephropathy (IgAN) and follows full marketing approval by the U.S. FDA in September 2024 and conditional marketing
authorization by the European Medicines Agency in April 2024.

On October 26, 2024, Travere Therapeutics presented new data further demonstrating the clinical benefit of FILSPARI in IgAN
and reinforcing its potential in focal segmental glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) at the American Society of Nephrology Kidney Week 2024.
Presentations included new data from the SPARTAN Study which showed that nearly 60% of patients with IgAN achieved complete
remission when using FILSPARI as a first-line treatment. In addition, presentations took place on the SPARTACUS Study, PROTECT
open-label extension, and real-world evidence highlighting the initial safety and efficacy data of FILSPARI in IgAN in combination
treatment with a SGLT2 inhibitor. A late-breaking presentation demonstrated sparsentan delivered rapid and sustained proteinuria
reduction and long-term kidney health benefits in a subset of patients with genetic, often treatment resistant, FSGS.

Ohtuvayre

On November 4, 2024, Verona Pharma provided an update on the commercial launch of Ohtuvayre in the U.S. reporting net sales
of $5.6 million and October net sales that exceeded total third quarter sales. Additionally, through October Verona Pharma reported
more than 2,200 unique prescribers and more than 5,000 prescriptions were filled across a broad COPD population.

In September, 2024, Verona's Pharma development partner in Greater China, Nuance Pharma (private), completed enrollment in
its pivotal Phase 3 clinical trial evaluating Ohtuvayre for the maintenance treatment of COPD in China. Results from the trial are
expected in 2025.

Other Portfolio Updates

On October 23, 2024, Merck (NYSE: MRK) announced that the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted to update the adult age-based pneumococcal vaccination guidelines and has
recommended CAPVAXIVE (Pneumococcal 21-valent Conjugate Vaccine) for pneumococcal vaccination in adults 50 years of age and
older. Additionally, ACIP shared clinical decision-making has also recommended a supplemental dose of CAPVAXIVE for adults 65
years of age and older who have completed their vaccine series with both PCV13 (pneumococcal 13-valent conjugate vaccine) and
PPSV23 (pneumococcal 23-valent polysaccharide vaccine).

On October 9, 2024, Viking Therapeutics announced positive data from the company's Phase 1b clinical trial of VK0214, a novel
small molecule agonist of the thyroid hormone receptor beta (TRβ), in patients with X-linked adrenoleukodystrophy. Results from this
study showed VK0214 to be safe and well-tolerated following once-daily dosing over the 28-day study period. In addition, significant
reductions were observed in plasma levels of very long-chain fatty acids (VLCFAs) and other lipids, as compared to placebo. Ligand is
entitled to a 3.5-7.5% royalty on future net sales of VK0214, as well as clinical, regulatory, and commercial milestones.

On July 1, 2024, Palvella Therapeutics (private) initiated SELVA, a 24-week, pivotal Phase 3, single-arm, baseline-controlled
clinical trial of QTORIN™ rapamycin for the treatment of microcystic lymphatic malformations (MLM). The study’s primary and key
secondary endpoints are clinician-reported outcomes and the study will enroll 40 subjects at leading vascular anomaly centers across the
U.S.

Results of Operations

Revenue and Other Income
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(Dollars in thousands)
Q3

2024
Q3

2023 Change
%

Change
YTD

2024
YTD

2023 Change
%

Change

Revenue from intangible royalty
assets $26,552 $23,863 $2,689 11 % $67,512 $61,447 $6,065 10 %

Income from financial royalty
assets 5,157 25 5,132 20,528 % 6,454 1,026 5,428 529 %

Royalties 31,709 23,888 7,821 33 % 73,966 62,473 11,493 18 %

Captisol 6,255 8,608 (2,353) (27) % 22,967 24,450 (1,483) (6) %

Contract revenue and other income 13,848 372 13,476 3,623 % 27,388 16,290 11,098 68 %

Total revenue and other income $51,812 $32,868 $18,944 58 % $124,321 $103,213 $21,108 20 %

Q3 2024 vs. Q3 2023

Total revenue and other income increased by $18.9 million, or 58%, to $51.8 million in Q3 2024 compared to $32.9 million in
Q3 2023. Royalties increased by $7.8 million, or 33%, to $31.7 million in Q3 2024 compared to $23.9 million in Q3 2023, primarily
due to income from QARZIBA financial royalty asset acquired in Q324 and an increase in FILSPARI sales. Captisol sales decreased by
$2.4 million, or 27%, to $6.3 million in Q3 2024 compared to $8.6 million in Q3 2023, primarily due to the timing of customer orders.
Contract revenue and other income increased by $13.5 million, or 3,623%, to $13.8 million in Q3 2024 compared to $0.4 million in Q3
2023, primarily due to a commercial milestone tied to Verona's Ohtuvayre in Q3 2024.

YTD 2024 vs. YTD 2023

Total revenue and other income increased by $21.1 million, or 20%, to $124.3 million in YTD 2024 compared to $103.2 million
in YTD 2023. Royalties increased by $11.5 million, or 18%, to $74.0 million in YTD 2024 compared to $62.5 million in YTD 2023,
primarily due to income from QARZIBA financial royalty asset acquired in Q324 and an increase in FILSPARI sales. Captisol sales
decreased by $1.5 million, or 6%, to $23.0 million in YTD 2024 compared to $24.5 million in YTD 2023, primarily due to the timing of
customer orders. Contract revenue and other income increased by $11.1 million, or 68%, to $27.4 million in YTD 2024 compared to
$16.3 million in YTD 2023, primarily due to a commercial milestone tied to Verona's Ohtuvayre in Q3 2024.

Revenue from intangible royalty assets is a function of our partners’ product sales and the applicable royalty rate. Kyprolis
royalty rates are under a tiered royalty rate structure with the highest tier being 3%. Evomela has a fixed royalty rate of 20%.
Teriparatide injection has a tiered royalty between 25% and 40% on sales that have been adjusted for certain deductible items as defined
in the respective license agreement. The Rylaze and Vaxneuvance royalty rates are in the low single digits. Filspari has a fixed royalty
rate of 9%.

The following table represents revenue from intangible royalty assets by program (in millions):
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(in millions)

Q3 2024 Estimated
Partner Product

Sales
Effective

Royalty Rate
Q3 2024 Royalty

Revenue

Q3 2023 Estimated
Partner Product

Sales
Effective

Royalty Rate
Q3 2023 Royalty

Revenue

Kyprolis $ 405.4 2.9 % $ 11.6 $ 375.9 2.8 % $ 10.5

Evomela 8.5 20.0 % 1.7 12.5 20.0 % 2.5

Teriparatide injection(a) 8.6 27.9 % 2.4 11.0 25.5 % 2.8

Rylaze 98.8 3.9 % 3.9 104.9 3.5 % 3.7

Filspari 35.6 9.0 % 3.2 12.2 9.0 % 1.1

Vaxneuvance 239.0 0.6 % 1.5 214.0 0.6 % 1.3

Other 145.9 1.6 % 2.3 75.2 2.7 % 2.0

Total $ 941.8 $ 26.6 $ 805.7 $ 23.9
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(in millions)

YTD 2024
Estimated Partner

Product Sales
Effective

Royalty Rate
YTD 2024 Royalty

Revenue

YTD 2023
Estimated Partner

Product Sales
Effective

Royalty Rate
YTD 2023 Royalty

Revenue

Kyprolis $ 1,213.7 2.2 % $ 27.2 $ 1,123.3 2.2 % $ 24.9

Evomela 29.5 20.0 % 5.9 37.0 20.0 % 7.4

Teriparatide injection(a) 24.3 26.7 % 6.5 34.2 28.9 % 9.9

Rylaze 309.4 3.3 % 10.1 292.5 3.2 % 9.3

Filspari 82.2 9.0 % 7.4 18.9 9.0 % 1.7

Vaxneuvance 636.9 0.6 % 4.0 482.4 0.6 % 3.0

Other 322.5 2.0 % 6.4 210.1 2.5 % 5.3

Total $ 2,618.5 $ 67.5 $ 2,198.4 $ 61.5

(a) We receive tiered profit sharing of 25% on quarterly profits less than $3.75 million, 35% on quarterly profits greater than $3.75 million but less
than $7.5 million and 40% on quarterly profits greater than $7.5 million.

Contract revenue includes service revenue, license fees and development, regulatory and sales based milestone payments.

Operating Costs and Expenses

(Dollars in thousands)
Q3

2024
% of

Revenue
Q3

2023
% of

Revenue
YTD

2024
% of

Revenue
YTD

2023
% of

Revenue

Cost of Captisol $2,449 $3,485 $8,237 $8,871

Amortization of intangibles 8,258 8,238 24,701 25,316

Research and development 5,675 5,532 17,000 19,049

General and administrative 24,475 14,656 53,049 36,798

Financial royalty assets impairment — — 26,491 —

Fair value adjustments to partner
program derivatives 7,812 — 7,812 —

Total operating costs and expenses $48,669 94% $31,911 97% $137,290 110% $90,034 87%

Q3 2024 vs. Q3 2023

Total operating costs and expenses increased by $16.8 million, or 53%, to $48.7 million in Q3 2024 compared to $31.9 million in
Q3 2023, primarily due to the fair value adjustment to partner program derivatives and a Q3 2024 stock compensation award
modification.

Cost of Captisol decreased by $1.0 million, or 30%, to $2.4 million in Q3 2024 compared to $3.5 million in Q3 2023, with the
decrease primarily due to the lower Captisol sales this quarter.

Amortization of intangibles remained steady at $8.3 million in Q3 2024 compared to $8.2 million in Q3 2023.

At any one time, we are working on multiple R&D programs. As such, we generally do not track our R&D expenses on a specific
program basis. Research and development expense was $5.7 million for Q3 2024, compared with $5.5 million for Q3 2023.
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General and administrative expense was $24.5 million for Q3 2024, compared to $14.7 million for Q3 2023, with the increase
primarily due to a one-time stock compensation expense associated with the anticipated departure of our former President and COO and
an increase in G&A expenses related to the acquisition of Novan (Pelthos) in September 2023.

Fair value adjustment to partner program derivatives was $7.8 million for Q3 2024 primarily due to certain Agenus partners
discontinuing development of their partnered programs. These programs may be relicensed at a later date, and Ligand would retain its
economic interest upon any relicense activity.

YTD 2024 vs. YTD 2023

Total operating costs and expenses increased by $47.3 million, or 52%, to $137.3 million in YTD 2024 compared to
$90.0 million in YTD 2023, primarily due to the increase in financial royalty asset impairment of $26.5 million, the stock compensation
award modifications, and the fair value adjustment to partner program derivatives.

Cost of Captisol decreased by $0.6 million, or 7%, to $8.2 million in YTD 2024 compared to $8.9 million in YTD 2023, with the
decrease primarily due to the lower Captisol sales in YTD 2024.
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Amortization of intangibles decreased slightly by $0.6 million, or 2%, to $24.7 million in YTD 2024 compared to $25.3 million
in YTD 2023.

At any one time, we are working on multiple R&D programs. As such, we generally do not track our R&D expenses on a specific
program basis. Research and development expense was $17.0 million for YTD 2024, compared with $19.0 million for YTD 2023, with
the decrease primarily due to the sale of the Pelican business in September 2023, partially offset by the increase in R&D expenses
related to the acquisition of Novan (Pelthos) in September 2023.

General and administrative expense was $53.0 million for YTD 2024, compared to $36.8 million for YTD 2023, with the
increase primarily due to a one-time stock compensation expense associated with the anticipated departure of our former President and
COO and an increase in G&A expenses related to the acquisition of Novan (Pelthos) in September 2023.

Financial royalty asset impairment was $26.5 million for YTD 2024 primarily due to the impairment loss related to Takeda's
soticlestat missing its phase 3 clinical trial primary endpoint of reducing the frequency of convulsive seizures for patients with Dravet
Syndrome.

Fair value adjustment to partner program derivatives was $7.8 million for YTD 2024 primarily due to certain Agenus partners
discontinuing development of their partnered programs. These programs may be relicensed at a later date, and Ligand would retain its
economic interest upon any relicense activity.

Gain on Sale of Pelican

The gain on sale of Pelican in amount of $2.1 million for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 represents the
excess of the fair value of 1) our investments in Primrose Bio and other economic rights; and 2) the carrying amount of Pelican business
assets and liabilities together with allocated goodwill as of September 18, 2023, the date of sale; and 3) $15 million cash consideration
paid.

Non-operating Income and Expenses

(Dollars in thousands)
Q3

2024
Q3

2023 Change
YTD

2024
YTD

2023 Change

Gain (loss) from short-term investments $ 2,407 $(13,184) $15,591 $98,923 $30,340 $68,583

Interest income 1,347 2,263 (916) 6,124 6,018 106

Interest expense (741) (1) (740) (2,154) (525) (1,629)

Other non-operating expense, net (12,495) (4,300) (8,195) (48,206) (4,570) (43,636)

Total non-operating income and expenses, net $(9,482) $(15,222) $ 5,740 $54,687 $31,263 $23,424

Q3 2024 vs. Q3 2023

The fluctuation in the gain (loss) from short-term investments is primarily driven by the changes in the fair value of our
ownership in Viking common stock, the collar arrangement we executed in Q2 2024 to hedge against the fluctuation in Viking's share
price, and other equity security investments. The gain from short-term investments was $2.4 million in Q3 2024 as compared to the loss
from short-term investments of $13.2 million in Q3 2023. In Q3 2024, we recorded an unrealized gain on Viking shares of $10.3 million
compared to an unrealized loss of $11.5 million in Q3 2023. In Q3 2024, the fair value adjustment to the collar agreement was a loss of
$7.9 million. We did not have a comparable collar agreement in Q3 2023.

Interest income consists primarily of interest earned on our short-term investments. The decrease over the prior year was due to
the decrease in average investment balances in Q3 2024 compared to Q3 2023.
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In Q3 2024, interest expense consists primarily of a royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement, entered by Novan
(Pelthos) in 2019, and assumed as part of the acquisition in September 2023. The increase in interest expense in Q3 2024 was primarily
driven by the $0.5 million interest expense related to the Novan (Pelthos) royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement.

Other non-operating expense, net, primarily consists of mark-to-market adjustments on derivatives (other than the collar
arrangement and the partner program derivatives) and CVRs. Other non-operating expense, net, in Q3 2024 increased by $8.2 million as
compared to Q3 2023, primarily due to the loss from change in fair value of derivative assets in Q3 2024.

YTD 2024 vs. YTD 2023
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The fluctuation in the gain (loss) from short-term investments is primarily driven by the changes in the fair value of our
ownership in Viking common stock, the collar arrangement we executed in Q2 2024 to hedge against the fluctuation in Viking's share
price, and other equity security investments. The gain from short-term investments was $98.9 million in YTD 2024 as compared to
$30.3 million in YTD 2023. In YTD 2024, we recorded a realized gain on the sales of Viking shares of $60.0 million compared to $37.2
million in YTD 2023. Additionally, we recorded an unrealized gain on Viking shares of $32.1 million in YTD 2024 compared to an
unrealized loss of $6.3 million in YTD 2023. In YTD 2024, the fair value adjustment to the collar agreement was a net gain of $7.3
million. We did not have a comparable collar agreement in YTD 2023.

Interest income consists primarily of interest earned on our short-term investments.

Interest expense consists primarily of the 0.75% coupon cash interest expense and the non-cash accretion of discount (including
the amortization of debt issuance cost) on our 2023 Notes along with a royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement, entered by
Novan (Pelthos) in 2019, and assumed as part of the acquisition in September 2023. In May 2023, the 2023 Notes matured and we
repaid the remaining $76.9 million principal amount upon maturity of the 2023 Notes and $0.3 million accrued interest in cash. The
increase in interest expense in YTD 2024 was primarily driven by the $1.6 million interest expense related to the Novan (Pelthos)
royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement.

Other non-operating expense, net, primarily consists of fair value adjustments to Primrose Bio investments, equity method loss
related to Primrose Bio, and mark-to-market adjustments on derivatives (other than the collar arrangement and the partner program
derivatives) and CVRs. Other non-operating expense, net, in YTD 2024 increased by $43.6 million as compared to YTD 2023,
primarily due to the revaluation of Primrose investments, the equity method loss related to Primrose Bio, and the loss from change in
fair value of derivative assets in YTD 2024.

Income Tax Expense

(Dollars in thousands) Q3 2024 Q3 2023 Change YTD 2024
YTD

2023 Change

Loss (income) before income taxes $(6,339) $(12,144) $ 5,805 $41,718 $46,563 $(4,845)

Income tax benefit (expense) (833) 1,871 (2,704) (14,662) (10,932) (3,730)

Loss (income) from operations $(7,172) $(10,273) $ 3,101 $27,056 $35,631 $(8,575)

Effective tax rate (13.1) % 15.4 % 35.1 % 23.5 %

We compute our income tax provision by applying the estimated annual effective tax rate to income from operations and adding
the effects of any discrete income tax items specific to the period. The effective tax rate for the three months ended September 30, 2024
and 2023 was (13.1)% and 15.4%, respectively. The effective tax rate for the nine months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023 was
35.1% and 23.5%, respectively. The variance from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate of 21% for the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2024 was primarily due to section162(m) limitation on deduction for officer compensation, other non-deductible items,
and income from foreign operations, which were partially offset by the foreign derived intangible income deduction. The variance from
the U.S. federal tax rate of 21% for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023 was primarily due to the Internal Revenue
Code Section 162(m) limitation on deduction for officer compensation, non-deductible incentive stock option (ISO) related stock
compensation expense, which were partially offset by foreign derived intangible income tax benefit during the period.

Net Loss from Discontinued Operations

Net loss from discontinued operations for Q3 2024 and Q3 2023 was zero. Net loss from discontinued operations for YTD 2024
and YTD 2023 was zero and $1.7 million, respectively. See additional information in “Item 1. Condensed Consolidated Financial
Statements —Notes to Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements—Note 5, Spin-off of OmniAb.”
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Liquidity and Capital Resources

As of September 30, 2024, our cash, cash equivalents, and short-term investments totaled $219.6 million, which increased by
$49.3 million from the end of last year due to factors described in the Cash Flow Summary below. Our primary source of liquidity, other
than our holdings of cash, cash equivalents, and short-term investments, has been cash flows from operations. Our ability to generate
cash from operations provides us with the financial flexibility we need to meet operating, investing, and financing needs.

Historically, we have liquidated our short-term investments and/or issued debt and equity securities to finance our business needs
as a supplement to cash provided by operating activities. Our short-term investments include U.S. government debt securities,
investment-grade corporate debt securities, bond funds and certificates of deposit. We have established guidelines relative to
diversification and maturities of our investments in order to provide both safety and liquidity. These guidelines are periodically
reviewed and modified to take advantage of trends in yields and interest rates. Additionally, we own
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certain securities which are classified as short-term investments that we received as a result of a milestone and an upfront license
payment as well as 1.0 million shares of common stock in Viking.

On September 30, 2022, we entered into an At-The-Market Equity Offering Sales Agreement (the “Sales Agreement”) with
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated (the “Agent”), under which we may, from time to time, sell shares of our common stock
having an aggregate offering price of up to $100 million in “at the market” offerings through the Agent. Sales of the shares of common
stock, if any, will be made at prevailing market prices at the time of sale, or as otherwise agreed with the Agent. Shares of our common
stock may be issued and sold pursuant to the Sales Agreement under the registration statement on Form S-3 we filed on September 30,
2022. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we issued 334,325 shares of common stock in the ATM Offering,
generating proceeds of $34.3 million, net of commissions and other transaction costs.

Our Board has approved a stock repurchase program authorizing, but not requiring, the repurchase of up to $50 million of our
common stock from time to time through April 2026. We expect to acquire shares, if at all, primarily through open-market transactions
in accordance with all applicable requirements of Rule 10b-18 of the Exchange Act. The timing and amount of repurchase transactions
will be determined by management based on our evaluation of market conditions, share price, legal requirements and other factors.
Authorization to repurchase $50 million of our common stock remained available as of September 30, 2024.

On October 12, 2023, we entered into the $75 million Revolving Credit Facility, under which the Lenders, the Swingline Lender
and the L/C Issuer (each as defined in the Credit Agreement) agreed to make loans and other financial accommodations to us in an
aggregate amount of up to $75 million. Borrowings under the Revolving Credit Facility accrue interest at a rate equal to either Term
SOFR Rate or a specified base rate plus an applicable margin linked to our leverage ratio, ranging from 1.75% to 2.50% per annum for
Term SOFR Rate loans and 0.75% to 1.50% per annum for base rate loans. The Revolving Credit Facility is subject to a commitment
fee payable on the unused Revolving Credit Facility commitments ranging from 0.30% to 0.45%, depending on our leverage ratio.
During the term of the Revolving Credit Facility, we may borrow, repay and re-borrow amounts available under the Revolving Credit
Facility, subject to voluntary reductions of the swing line, letter of credit and revolving credit commitments.

On July 8, 2024, we entered into the first Amendment to the Revolving Credit Facility which amends the Credit Agreement to,
among other things, increase the aggregate revolving credit facility amount from $75 million to $125 million.

Borrowings under the Credit Agreement are secured by certain of our collateral and that of the Guarantors. In specified
circumstances, additional guarantors are required to be added. The Credit Agreement contains customary affirmative and negative
covenants, including certain financial maintenance covenants, and events of default applicable to us. In the event of violation of the
representations, warranties and covenants made in the Credit Agreement, we may not be able to utilize the Revolving Credit Facility or
repayment of amounts owed thereunder could be accelerated.

As of September 30, 2024, we had $124.4 million in available borrowing under the Revolving Credit Facility, after utilizing
$0.6 million for letter of credit. The maturity date of the Revolving Credit Facility is October 12, 2026.

We believe that our existing funds, cash generated from operations and existing sources of and access to financing are adequate to
fund our need for working capital, capital expenditures, debt service requirements, continued advancement of research and development
efforts, potential stock repurchases and other business initiatives we plan to strategically pursue, including acquisitions and strategic
investments.

As of September 30, 2024, we had $4.0 million in fair value of contingent consideration liabilities associated with prior
acquisitions to be settled in future periods.
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Cash Flow Summary
(Dollars in thousands) YTD 2024 YTD 2023

Net cash provided by (used in):

Operating activities $ 68,576 $ 41,512

Investing activities $ (105,041) $ (1,398)

Financing activities $ 76,753 $ (65,262)

During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we generated cash from operations primarily due to net income. We used
cash in investing activities primarily for Apeiron acquisition, Agenus acquisition, and purchases of short-term investments, financial
royalty assets and Palvella notes receivable, partially offset by cash from sale and maturity of short-term investments including Viking
shares. We generated cash from financing activities primarily due to net proceeds from the sales of shares of common stock in the ATM
Offering, and net proceeds from stock options exercises and ESPP.
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During the nine months ended September 30, 2023, we generated cash from operations primarily due to net income. We used
cash in investing activities primarily for Novan acquisition and investment in Primrose Bio, partially offset by cash from sale and
maturity of short-term investments including Viking shares. We used cash in financing activities primarily for repayment of the 2023
Notes upon maturity, partially offset by net proceeds from stock options exercises and ESPP.

Critical Accounting Policies and Estimates

Certain of our policies require the application of management judgment in making estimates and assumptions that affect the
amounts reported in our consolidated financial statements and the disclosures made in the accompanying notes. Those estimates and
assumptions are based on historical experience and various other factors deemed applicable and reasonable under the circumstances.
The use of judgment in determining such estimates and assumptions is by nature, subject to a degree of uncertainty. Accordingly, actual
results could differ materially from the estimates made. There have been no material changes in our critical accounting policies and
estimates as compared to the critical accounting policies and estimates described in our 2023 Annual Report.

Item 3. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures about Market Risk

There were no material changes to our market risks in the nine months ended September 30, 2024, when compared to the
disclosures in Item 7A of our 2023 Annual Report.

Item 4. Controls and Procedures

We carried out an evaluation, under the supervision and with the participation of our management, including our Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Financial Officer, of the effectiveness of our disclosure controls and procedures, as defined in Rules 13a-15(e) and
15d-15(e) of the Exchange Act. Based on that evaluation, our Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer have concluded that
our disclosure controls and procedures as of September 30, 2024 were effective to ensure that information required to be disclosed by us
in reports that we file or submit under the Exchange Act is recorded, processed, summarized and reported within the time periods
specified in the SEC’s rules and forms, and that such information is accumulated and communicated to management, including our
Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, as appropriate, to allow timely decisions regarding required disclosure.

There were no changes in our internal control over financial reporting that occurred during the quarter ended September 30, 2024
that have materially affected, or are reasonably likely to materially affect, our internal control over financial reporting.

PART II. OTHER INFORMATION

Item 1. Legal Proceedings

On October 31, 2019, we received three civil complaints filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio on
behalf of several Indian tribes. The Northern District of Ohio is the Court that the Judicial Panel on Multi-District Litigation (JPML) has
assigned more than one thousand civil cases which have been designated as a Multi-District Litigation (MDL) and captioned In Re:
National Prescription Opiate Litigation. The allegations in these complaints focus on the activities of defendants other than us and no
individualized factual allegations have been advanced against us in any of the three filed complaints. We reject all claims raised in the
complaints and intend to vigorously defend against these matters.

On August 22, 2024, CyDex Pharmaceuticals, Inc. filed a Verified Complaint in the Delaware Court of Chancery against Bexson
Biomedical, Inc. (Bexson), asserting claims for declaratory relief and breach of contract arising out of a Captisol In Vivo Agreement (In
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Vivo Agreement) between the parties, pursuant to which CyDex provided Bexson with research-grade Captisol and related confidential
and proprietary information for a potential new formulation of ketamine being developed by Bexson. CyDex alleges that Bexson
breached its obligations under the In Vivo Agreement, including by misusing confidential information and materials provided by CyDex
and by using CyDex’s confidential information and materials to file patent applications that purport to cover formulations that are “not
ketamine.” CyDex also asserts that Bexson failed to return and destroy Cydex’s confidential information and materials as required by
the Agreement. CyDex seeks relief including specific performance of certain co-ownership provisions of the Agreement and
disgorgement from Bexson for any benefits obtained in violation of the In Vivo Agreement. On September 27, 2024, Bexson moved to
dismiss the Verified Complaint.

39

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

https://www.secdatabase.com


From time to time, we may also become subject to other legal proceedings or claims arising in the ordinary course of our
business. We currently believe that none of the claims or actions pending against us is likely to have, individually or in aggregate, a
material adverse effect on our business, financial condition or results of operations. Given the unpredictability inherent in litigation,
however, we cannot predict the outcome of these matters.

Item 1A. Risk Factors

We do not believe that there have been any material changes to the risk factors disclosed in Part I, Item 1A of our 2023 Annual
Report. The risk factors described in our 2023 Annual Report are not the only risks we face. Factors we currently do not know, factors
that we currently consider immaterial or factors that are not specific to us, such as general economic and political conditions, may also
materially adversely affect our business or our consolidated operating results, financial condition or cash flows.

Item 2. Unregistered Sales of Equity Securities and Use of Proceeds

None.

Item 3. Defaults Upon Senior Securities

None.

Item 4. Mine Safety Disclosures

Not applicable.

Item 5. Other Information

Rule 10b5-1 Trading Arrangements

From time to time, our officers (as defined in Rule 16a–1(f) of the Exchange Act) and directors may enter into Rule 10b5-1 or
non-Rule 10b5-1 trading arrangements (as each such term is defined in Item 408 of Regulation S-K). During the three months ended
September 30, 2024, none of our officers or directors adopted, modified or terminated any such trading arrangements.
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Item 6. Exhibits

Incorporated by Reference

Exhibit
Number

Description of Exhibit Form File Number Date of Filing Exhibit
Number

Filed
Herewith

2.1† Agreement on the Acquisition of Stocks in Apeiron
Biologics AG entered on July 8, 2024, between Ligand
Pharmaceuticals Incorporated and the sellers. 10-Q 001-33093 8/07/2024 2.1

3.1 Fifth Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Company 8-K 001-33093 4/19/2024 3.1

10.1 First Amendment to Credit Agreement, dated as of July 8,
2024, among Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated, certain
of its subsidiaries, as Guarantors, the Lenders, and Citibank,
N.A., as Administrative Agent, Swingline Lender and L/C
Issuer. 10-Q 001-33093 8/07/2024 10.1

10.2 Severance Agreement and General Release dated as of
August 2, 2024, between Ligand Pharmaceuticals
Incorporated and Mr. Korenberg.

X

31.1 Certification by Principal Executive Officer, Pursuant to
Rules 13a-14(a) and 15d-14(a), as adopted pursuant to
Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.

X

31.2 Certification by Principal Financial Officer, Pursuant to
Rules 13a-14(a) and 15d-14(a), as adopted pursuant to
Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.

X

32.1* Certifications by Principal Executive Officer and Principal
Financial Officer, Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350, as
adopted pursuant to Section 906 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act
of 2002.

X

101 The following financial information from our Quarterly
Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 30,
2024, formatted in iXBRL (inline eXtensible Business
Reporting Language): (i) Consolidated Condensed Balance
Sheets, (ii) Consolidated Condensed Statements of
Operations, (iii) Consolidated Condensed Statement of
Comprehensive Income, (iv) Consolidated Condensed
Statements of Stockholders' Equity, (v) Consolidated
Condensed Statements of Cash Flows, and (vi) the Notes to
Consolidated Condensed Financial Statements.

X

104 The cover page from the Company's Quarterly Report on
Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 30, 2024,
formatted in Inline XBRL and contained in Exhibit 101.

X
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* These certifications are deemed not filed for purposes of Section 18 of the Exchange Act or otherwise subject to the liability of that section,
nor shall they be deemed incorporated by reference into any filing under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or the Exchange Act.

† Certain portions of this exhibit (indicated by asterisks) have been omitted because they are both not material and are the type that Ligand
treats as private or confidential.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf
by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Date: November 8, 2024 By: /s/ Octavio Espinoza

Octavio Espinoza

Chief Financial Officer

Duly Authorized Officer and Principal Financial Officer
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Exhibit 10.2

SEVERANCE AGREEMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE
THIS SEVERANCE AGREEMENT AND GENERAL RELEASE (hereinafter this “AGREEMENT”) is made

effective as of the 2nd day of August, 2024 by and between Matthew Korenberg (hereinafter “Korenberg”) and
LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED (hereinafter “LIGAND”) and inures to the benefit of each
of LIGAND’s parents, subsidiaries, related entities, predecessors, successors, officers, directors, shareholders,
agents, employees and assigns.

RECITALS
A. Korenberg was for a period of time an employee of LIGAND.
B. Korenberg wishes for his employment with LIGAND to terminate effective upon the earlier of (i) October

31, 2024 and (ii) such date that Korenberg informs LIGAND in writing will be his final day of employment
with LIGAND (the “Termination Date”);

C. Korenberg and LIGAND wish permanently to resolve any and all disputes arising out of the termination of
Korenberg’s employment with LIGAND.

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the execution of this AGREEMENT and the mutual covenants
contained in the following paragraphs, LIGAND and Korenberg agree as follows:
1. LIGAND agrees to pay Korenberg his regular base salary and to continue to maintain Korenberg’s

participation in LIGAND’s medical and dental plans through the Termination Date.
2. Subject to the occurrence of the Effective Date (as defined below), on or before the Termination Date,

LIGAND and Korenberg will enter into the consulting agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A.
3. On the Termination Date, LIGAND shall issue to Korenberg his final paycheck, reflecting (i) Korenberg’s

fully earned but unpaid base salary, through the Termination Date at the rate then in effect, (ii) all accrued,
unused paid time off or vacation due Korenberg through the Termination Date, (iii) Korenberg’s regular
base salary for the period between the Termination Date and October 31, 2024, and (iv) 50% of his
2024 target bonus. Korenberg acknowledges that, with his final paycheck, he has been paid for all of his
compensation, bonuses, commissions, expense reimbursements, paid time off or vacation, or other
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Exhibit 10.2

compensation he earned or was due during his employment by LIGAND. Korenberg understands and
acknowledges that he is will not be eligible to receive any severance benefits from LIGAND. For the
avoidance of doubt, any consulting fees owed to Korenberg will be paid through standard procedures for
the period from October 31, 2024 through the Consulting End Date.

4. Subject to the occurrence of the Effective Date, LIGAND agrees to pay Korenberg on the Termination
Date, a one-time payment of the product of $3,639.18 multiplied by the number of full months remaining
between the Termination Date and December 31, 2024 less applicable withholding taxes to cover the
cost of COBRA for the remainder of 2024. Pursuant to the terms of the Consolidated Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act (“COBRA”), continued participation shall be at Korenberg’s expense. Nothing herein
shall limit the right of LIGAND to change the provider and/or the terms of its group health insurance plan
at any time hereafter.

5. Subject to the occurrence of the Effective Date, vesting of all stock awards currently held by Korenberg
shall continue through the Consulting End Date. Subject to the occurrence of the Effective Date, provided
that Korenberg does not voluntarily terminate the consulting agreement prior to December 31, 2024, on the
Consulting End Date LIGAND will accelerate the vesting of all stock awards currently held by Korenberg
which would have vested through December 31, 2025 but for the termination of his employment, and
Korenberg shall have the ability exercise any stock awards through March 1, 2026. For the avoidance of
doubt, the two Performance Stock Unit awards that have measuring periods ending 12/31/2024 will be
vested and delivered at the performance level deemed achieved by the Human Capital and Compensation
Committee for all holders of the Performance Stock Unit. All other Performance Stock Units will be vested
and delivered at target payout.

6. Korenberg for himself his heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and successors, fully and forever
releases and discharges LIGAND and each of its present and former parents, subsidiaries, affiliates,
benefit plans, benefit plan fiduciaries, predecessors, successors, officers, directors, shareholders, agents,
employees and assigns, with respect to any and all claims, liabilities and causes of action, of every
nature, kind and description, in law, equity or otherwise, which heretofore have existed or now exist,
including, without limitation, any and all claims, liabilities and causes of action arising out of or relating to
Korenberg’s employment with LIGAND or the termination of that employment.

7. Korenberg understands and agrees that he is waiving any and all rights he may have had, now has, or in the
future may have, to pursue any and all remedies available to his under any employment-related causes of
action, including without limitation, claims of wrongful discharge, breach of contract, breach of the
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covenant of good faith and fair dealing, fraud, violation of public policy, defamation, discrimination,
physical injury, emotional distress, claims under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, the
Age Discrimination in Employment Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Family Medical Leave
Act, the Federal Rehabilitation Act, the California Fair Employment and Housing Act, the Equal Pay Act of
1963 and any other federal, state or local laws and regulations relating to employment and/or employment
discrimination.

Notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, Korenberg does not release any claims that cannot be
released under applicable law, including the following: (i) claims for unemployment compensation or any
state disability insurance benefits pursuant to the terms of applicable state law; (ii) claims for workers’
compensation insurance benefits under the terms of any worker’s compensation insurance policy or fund
of LIGAND; (iii) claims pursuant to the terms and conditions of the federal law known as COBRA; (iv)
claims for indemnity under the bylaws of LIGAND, as provided for by California law (including California
Labor Code Section 2802) or under any applicable insurance policy with respect to Korenberg’s liability
as an employee of LIGAND; (v) Korenberg’s right to bring to the attention of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission or the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing claims or any
other federal, state or local government agency of discrimination, harassment, retaliation or failure to
accommodate, or from participating in an investigation or proceeding conducted by the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission or any other federal, state or local government agency; provided, however,
that Korenberg does release his right to secure any damages for any such alleged treatment; and (vi)
Korenberg’s right to communicate or cooperate with any government agency.

8. Korenberg promises and agrees that he will never sue LIGAND or otherwise institute or participate in
any legal or administrative proceedings against LIGAND with respect to Korenberg employment with
LIGAND or the termination of that employment, unless Korenberg is compelled by legal process to do so.

9. Korenberg expressly waives any and all rights and benefits conferred upon his by statute, if any, to the
effect that general releases do not extend to unsuspected claims, including statutory language similar to
Section 1542 of the Civil Code of the State of California, which states as follows:

“A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS WHICH THE CREDITOR
OR RELEASING PARTY DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO EXIST IN HIS OR his
FAVOR AT THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE AND THAT, IF KNOWN
BY HIM OR HER, WOULD HAVE MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS OR HIS
SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR OR RELEASED
PARTY.”
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10. Korenberg expressly agrees and understands that the Release given by his pursuant to this AGREEMENT
applies to all unknown, unsuspected and unanticipated claims, liabilities and causes of action which he
may have against LIGAND.

11. Korenberg promises and agrees that, unless compelled by legal process, he will not disclose to others and
will keep confidential both the fact and the terms of this settlement, including the amounts referred to in this
AGREEMENT, except that he may disclose this information to his spouse and to his attorneys, accountants
and other professional advisors to whom the disclosure is necessary to accomplish the purposes for which
Korenberg has consulted such professional advisors. Korenberg expressly promises and agrees that, unless
compelled by legal process, he will not disclose to any present or former employees of LIGAND the facts
or the terms of this settlement.

12. Korenberg acknowledges that due to the position he has occupied and the responsibilities he has had
at LIGAND, he has received confidential information concerning LIGAND’s products, procedures,
customers, sales, prices, contracts, and the like. Korenberg hereby promises and agrees that, unless
compelled by legal process, he will not disclose to others and will keep confidential all information he
has received while employed by LIGAND concerning LIGAND’s products and procedures, the identities
of LIGAND’s customers, LIGAND’s sales, LIGAND’s prices, the terms of any of LIGAND’s contracts
with third parties, and the like. Korenberg acknowledges that Korenberg continues to be bound by
the Proprietary Information and Inventions Agreement (the “PIIA”) attached hereto as Exhibit B, in
accordance with the terms thereof, which is incorporated herein by reference. Korenberg agrees that his
obligations under the PIIA shall survive any termination of his employment or services to LIGAND.

13. Korenberg agrees that Korenberg shall not disparage or otherwise communicate negative statements or
opinions about LIGAND or its affiliates, the members of its board of directors, or their respective officers,
employees, shareholders or agents. LIGAND agrees that it shall not, and it shall instruct its officers and
the members of its board of directors not to disparage or otherwise communicate negative statements or
opinions about Korenberg. Nothing in this Section 13 shall have application to any evidence or testimony
required by any court, arbitrator or government agency.

14. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this AGREEMENT or the PIIA, (i) Korenberg
will not be prevented from reporting possible violations of federal law or regulation to any United States
governmental agency or entity in accordance with the provisions of and rules promulgated under Section
21F of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 or Section 806 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, or any
other whistleblower protection provisions of state or federal law or
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regulation (including the right to receive an award for information provided to any such government
agencies), and (ii) Korenberg acknowledges that he will not be held criminally or civilly liable for (A) the
disclosure of confidential or proprietary information that is made in confidence to a government official
or to an attorney solely for the purpose of reporting or investigating a suspected violation of law, or (B)
disclosure of confidential or proprietary information that is made in a complaint or other document filed in
a lawsuit or other proceeding under seal or pursuant to court order.

15. Korenberg shall, promptly upon LIGAND’s request, surrender to LIGAND all company equipment, lists,
books and records of, or in connection with, LIGAND’s business, and all other property belonging to
LIGAND, it being distinctly understood that all such equipment, lists, books and records, and other
documents, are the property of LIGAND and shall be returned with all stored data and files intact.

16. Korenberg acknowledges and agrees that no promises or representations were made to his which do not
appear written herein and that this AGREEMENT contains the entire agreement of the parties on the
subject matter thereof.

17. Korenberg hereby acknowledges that he has read and understands this AGREEMENT and that he signs
this AGREEMENT voluntarily and without coercion. Korenberg further acknowledges that he has been
encouraged by LIGAND to obtain independent legal advice regarding the matters contained in this
AGREEMENT. Korenberg further acknowledges that the waivers he has made in this AGREEMENT are
knowing, conscious and voluntary and are made with full appreciation that he is forever foreclosed from
pursuing any of the rights so waived.

18. Korenberg acknowledges that Korenberg was provided with this AGREEMENT on July 19, 2024
Korenberg acknowledges that Korenberg has been provided at least twenty-one (21) days’ time in which
to consider this AGREEMENT after LIGAND’s delivery of such Agreement to Korenberg. further
acknowledges that LIGAND has advised Korenberg that he is waiving all rights under the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act, and that he should consult with an attorney of Korenberg’s choice
before signing this AGREEMENT, and Korenberg has had sufficient time to consider the terms of this
AGREEMENT. Korenberg represents and acknowledges that if he executes this AGREEMENT before
twenty-one (21) days have elapsed, he does so knowingly, voluntarily, and upon the advice and with the
approval of Korenberg’s legal counsel (if any), and that he voluntarily waives any remaining consideration
period. Korenberg acknowledges and agrees that any material or immaterial changes to the AGREEMENT
shall not extend the foregoing review period.
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19. Korenberg understands that after executing this AGREEMENT, he has the right to revoke it within seven
(7) days after Korenberg’s execution of it. Korenberg understands that this AGREEMENT will not become
effective and enforceable unless the seven (7) day revocation period passes and he does not revoke the
AGREEMENT in writing. Korenberg understands that this AGREEMENT may not be revoked after
the seven (7) day revocation period has passed. Korenberg also understands that any revocation of this
AGREEMENT must be made in writing and delivered to the Human Resources department of LIGAND,
within the seven (7) day period.

20. Korenberg understands that this AGREEMENT shall become effective, irrevocable, and binding upon
Korenberg on the eighth (8th) day after Korenberg’s execution of it (the “Effective Date”), so long as he
has executed and provided the AGREEMENT to LIGAND on or before that date, and so long as he has
not revoked it within the time period and in the manner specified in Section 19 above. Korenberg further
understands that he will not be given any severance benefits.

21. The covenants, agreements, representations and warranties contained in or made in this AGREEMENT
survive Korenberg’s termination of employment or any termination of this AGREEMENT.

22. In the event any provision of this AGREEMENT is found to be unenforceable by an arbitrator or court
of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be deemed modified to the extent necessary to allow
enforceability of the provision as so limited, it being intended that the parties shall receive the benefit
contemplated herein to the fullest extent permitted by law. If a deemed modification is not satisfactory
in the judgment of such arbitrator or court, the unenforceable provision shall be deemed deleted, and the
validity and enforceability of the remaining provisions shall not be affected thereby.

23. The headings set forth in this AGREEMENT are for convenience only and shall not be used in interpreting
this AGREEMENT. This shall not be construed against either party.

24. This AGREEMENT is to be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the United States of
America and the State of California applicable to contracts made and to be performed wholly within such
State, and without regard to the conflicts of laws principles thereof. All disputes arising hereunder will be
adjudicated in accordance with Section 27 below.

25. This AGREEMENT, including exhibits, sets forth the entire understanding of the parties with respect to the
subject matter hereof and supersede all existing agreements between them concerning such subject matter,
including without limitation, any offer letter between Korenberg and LIGAND or any of its subsidiaries.
Korenberg expressly acknowledges and agrees that he is not eligible
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for any severance or termination benefits under such offer letter, which is hereby terminated. This
AGREEMENT may be amended or modified only with the written consent of Korenberg and an authorized
representative of LIGAND. No oral waiver, amendment or modification will be effective under any
circumstances whatsoever.

26. This AGREEMENT may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which when so executed and
delivered will be deemed an original, and all of which together shall constitute one and the same agreement.
This AGREEMENT may be executed and delivered by facsimile or by .pdf file and upon such delivery
the facsimile or .pdf signature will be deemed to have the same effect as if the original signature had been
delivered to the other party.

27. Dispute Resolution.

(a) In the event of any dispute, claim or controversy based on, arising out of or relating to Korenberg’s
employment or this AGREEMENT (a “Dispute”), the parties shall attempt to resolve the dispute in non-
binding mediation in accordance with the National Rules for the Resolution of Employment Disputes
(the “Rules”) of the American Arbitration Association (“AAA”). The Rules may be found online at
www.aaa.org or will be provided upon request to LIGAND. If the parties are unable to agree upon a
mediator, one shall be appointed by the AAA in accordance with its Rules. Each party shall pay the
fees of its own attorneys and all other expenses connected with presenting its case. Other costs of the
mediation, including the cost of any record or transcripts of the mediation, AAA’s administrative fees, the
fee of the mediator, and all other fees and costs, shall be borne by LIGAND. If the matter has not been
resolved pursuant to the aforesaid mediation procedure within thirty (30) days of the commencement of
such procedure, or such other period as the parties agree, either party may submit the dispute to arbitration
pursuant to Section 27(b) below.

(b) Any Dispute not settled pursuant to Section 27(a) above shall be settled by final and binding
arbitration in San Diego, California, before a single neutral arbitrator in accordance with the Rules of
the AAA, and judgment on the award rendered by the arbitrator may be entered in any court having
jurisdiction. Arbitration may be compelled pursuant to the California Arbitration Act (Code of Civil
Procedure §§ 1280 et seq.). If the parties are unable to agree upon an arbitrator, one shall be appointed by
the AAA in accordance with its Rules. Each party shall pay the fees of its own attorneys, the expenses of
its witnesses and all other expenses connected with presenting its case; however, Korenberg and LIGAND
agree that, to the extent permitted by law, the arbitrator shall award reasonable attorneys’ fees to the
prevailing party. Other costs of the arbitration, including the cost of any record or transcripts of the
arbitration, AAA’s administrative fees, the fee of the arbitrator, and all other fees and costs, shall be borne
by LIGAND.
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(c) This Section 27 is intended to be the exclusive method for resolving any and all claims by the
parties against each other for payment of damages under this AGREEMENT or relating to Korenberg
employment; provided, however, that Korenberg shall retain the right to file administrative charges
with or seek relief through any government agency of competent jurisdiction, and to participate in any
government investigation, including but not limited to (i) claims for workers’ compensation, state disability
insurance or unemployment insurance; (ii) claims for unpaid wages or waiting time penalties brought
before the California Division of Labor Standards Enforcement; provided that any appeal from an award
or from denial of an award of wages and/or waiting time penalties shall be arbitrated pursuant to the
terms of this AGREEMENT; and (iii) claims for administrative relief from the United States Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission and/or the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing
(or any similar agency in any applicable jurisdiction other than California); provided, further, that, except
as otherwise provided by law, Korenberg will not be entitled to obtain any monetary relief through
such agencies other than workers’ compensation benefits or unemployment insurance benefits. Neither
this AGREEMENT nor the submission to mediation or arbitration shall limit the parties’ right to seek
provisional relief, including without limitation injunctive relief, in any court of competent jurisdiction
pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure § 1281.8 or any similar statute of an applicable jurisdiction.
Seeking any such relief shall not be deemed to be a waiver of such party’s right to compel arbitration. Both
Korenberg and LIGAND expressly waive their right to a jury trial. Korenberg further waives his right to
pursue claims against LIGAND on a class basis; provided, however, that Korenberg does not waive his
right, to the extent preserved by law, to pursue representative claims against LIGAND under the California
Private Attorney General Act.

8/2/2024 /s/ Todd Davis
Dated: ___________________________________________

Todd Davis , Chief Executive Officer
LIGAND PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED

8/2/2024 /s/ Matthew Korenberg
Dated: ____________________________________________

Matthew Korenberg
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Exhibit 31.1
CERTIFICATION OF PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER

PURSUANT TO EXCHANGE ACT RULE 13a-14(a)/15d-14(a)
AS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE SARBANES-OXLEY ACT OF 2002

I, Todd C. Davis, certify that:
1. I have reviewed this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q of Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated;

2. Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material
fact necessary to make the statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not
misleading with respect to the period covered by this report;

3. Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included in this report, fairly present
in all material respects the financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the registrant as of, and for, the
periods presented in this report;

4. The registrant’s other certifying officer and I are responsible for establishing and maintaining disclosure controls and
procedures (as defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e)) and internal control over financial reporting (as
defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f) and 15d-15(f)) for the registrant and have:

a) designed such disclosure controls and procedures, or caused such disclosure controls and procedures to be
designed under our supervision, to ensure that material information relating to the registrant, including its
consolidated subsidiaries, is made known to us by others within those entities, particularly during the period
in which this report is being prepared;

b) designed such internal control over financial reporting, or caused such internal control over financial
reporting to be designed under our supervision, to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of
financial reporting and the preparation of financial statements for external purposes in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles;

c) evaluated the effectiveness of the registrant's disclosure controls and procedures and presented in this report
our conclusions about the effectiveness of the disclosure controls and procedures, as of the end of the period
covered by this report based on such evaluation; and

d) disclosed in this report any change in the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting that occurred
during the registrant’s most recent fiscal quarter (the registrant’s fourth fiscal quarter in the case of an annual
report) that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely to materially affect, the registrant’s internal control
over financial reporting; and

5. The registrant's other certifying officer and I have disclosed, based on our most recent evaluation of internal control
over financial reporting, to the registrant's auditors and the audit committee of the registrant's board of directors (or
persons performing the equivalent functions):

a) all significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in the design or operation of internal control over
financial reporting which are reasonably likely to adversely affect the registrant's ability to record, process,
summarize and report financial information; and

b) any fraud, whether or not material, that involves management or other employees who have a significant role
in the registrant's internal control over financial reporting.
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Date: November 8, 2024 /s/ Todd C. Davis

Todd C. Davis
Chief Executive Officer

(Principal Executive Officer)
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Exhibit 31.2
CERTIFICATION OF PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL OFFICER

PURSUANT TO EXCHANGE ACT RULE 13a-14(a)/15d-14(a)
AS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE SARBANES-OXLEY ACT OF 2002

I, Octavio Espinoza, certify that:
1. I have reviewed this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q of Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated;

2. Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material
fact necessary to make the statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not
misleading with respect to the period covered by this report;

3. Based on my knowledge, the financial statements, and other financial information included in this report, fairly present
in all material respects the financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the registrant as of, and for, the
periods presented in this report;

4. The registrant’s other certifying officer and I are responsible for establishing and maintaining disclosure controls and
procedures (as defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e)) and internal control over financial reporting (as
defined in Exchange Act Rules 13a-15(f) and 15d-15(f)) for the registrant and have:

a) designed such disclosure controls and procedures, or caused such disclosure controls and procedures to be
designed under our supervision, to ensure that material information relating to the registrant, including its
consolidated subsidiaries, is made known to us by others within those entities, particularly during the period
in which this report is being prepared;

b) designed such internal control over financial reporting, or caused such internal control over financial
reporting to be designed under our supervision, to provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of
financial reporting and the preparation of financial statements for external purposes in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles;

c) evaluated the effectiveness of the registrant's disclosure controls and procedures and presented in this report
our conclusions about the effectiveness of the disclosure controls and procedures, as of the end of the period
covered by this report based on such evaluation; and

d) disclosed in this report any change in the registrant’s internal control over financial reporting that occurred
during the registrant’s most recent fiscal quarter (the registrant’s fourth fiscal quarter in the case of an annual
report) that has materially affected, or is reasonably likely to materially affect, the registrant’s internal control
over financial reporting; and

5. The registrant's other certifying officer and I have disclosed, based on our most recent evaluation of internal control
over financial reporting, to the registrant's auditors and the audit committee of the registrant's board of directors (or
persons performing the equivalent functions):

a) all significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in the design or operation of internal control over
financial reporting which are reasonably likely to adversely affect the registrant's ability to record, process,
summarize and report financial information; and
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b) any fraud, whether or not material, that involves management or other employees who have a significant role
in the registrant's internal control over financial reporting.

Date: November 8, 2024 /s/ Octavio Espinoza

Octavio Espinoza
Chief Financial Officer

(Principal Financial Officer)
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CERTIFICATION OF PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER

In connection with the Quarterly Report of Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated (the “Company”) on Form 10-Q for the
quarter ended September 30, 2024, as filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on the date hereof (the “Report”), I, Todd C.
Davis, Chief Executive Officer of the Company, certify, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350, as adopted pursuant to Section 906 of the
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, that to my knowledge:

(1) The Report fully complies with the requirements of Section 13(a) or Section 15(d), as applicable, of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended; and

(2) The information contained in the Report fairly presents, in all material respects, the financial condition and
results of operations of the Company.

Date: November 8, 2024 /s/ Todd C. Davis

Todd C. Davis
Chief Executive Officer

(Principal Executive Officer)

The foregoing certification is being furnished solely to accompany the Report pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350, and is not
being filed for purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and is not to be incorporated by reference
into any filing of the Company, whether made before or after the date hereof, regardless of any general incorporation language in such
filing. A signed original of this written statement required by Section 906 has been provided to the Company and will be retained by the
Company and furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission or its staff upon request.

CERTIFICATION OF PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL OFFICER

In connection with the Quarterly Report of Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated (the “Company”) on Form 10-Q for the
quarter ended September 30, 2024, as filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on the date hereof (the “Report”), I, Octavio
Espinoza, Chief Financial Officer of the Company, certify, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350, as adopted pursuant to Section 906 of
the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, that to my knowledge:

(1) The Report fully complies with the requirements of Section 13(a) or Section 15(d), as applicable, of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended; and

(2) The information contained in the Report fairly presents, in all material respects, the financial condition and
results of operations of the Company.

Date: November 8, 2024 /s/ Octavio Espinoza

Octavio Espinoza
Chief Financial Officer

(Principal Financial Officer)

The foregoing certification is being furnished solely to accompany the Report pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1350, and is not being filed
for purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and is not to be incorporated by reference into any
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filing of the Company, whether made before or after the date hereof, regardless of any general incorporation language in such filing. A
signed original of this written statement required
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by Section 906 has been provided to the Company and will be retained by the Company and furnished to the Securities and Exchange
Commission or its staff upon request.
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CONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED

BALANCE SHEETS - USD
($)

$ in Thousands

Sep.
30,

2024

Dec.
31,

2023

Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $

63,619
$
22,954

Short-term investments 156,024147,355
Accounts receivable, net 34,318 32,917
Inventory 16,740 23,969
Income taxes receivable 7,813 6,395
Current derivative assets 11,133 0
Other current assets 19,741 3,839
Total current assets 309,388237,429
Intangible assets, net 274,905299,606
Goodwill 105,250103,370
Long-term portion of financial royalty assets, net 199,25162,291
Noncurrent derivative assets 19,246 3,531
Property and equipment, net 15,094 15,607
Operating lease right-of-use assets 7,157 6,062
Finance lease right-of-use assets 2,940 3,393
Equity method investment in Primrose Bio 1,245 12,595
Other investments 11,908 36,726
Deferred income taxes, net 78 214
Other assets 8,404 6,392
Total assets 954,866787,216
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable 4,694 2,427
Accrued liabilities 15,600 12,467
Income taxes payable 2,108 0
Deferred revenue 1,152 1,222
Current contingent liabilities 128 256
Current operating lease liabilities 1,066 403
Current finance lease liabilities 24 7
Total current liabilities 24,772 16,782
Long-term deferred revenue 2,508 1,444
Long-term contingent liabilities 3,863 2,942
Long-term operating lease liabilities 6,267 5,755
Deferred income taxes, net 46,404 31,622
Other long-term liabilities 29,874 27,758
Total liabilities 113,688 86,303
Commitments and contingencies
Stockholders' equity:
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Preferred stock, $0.001 par value; 5,000 shares authorized; zero issued and outstanding at
September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023 0 0

Common stock, $0.001 par value; 60,000 shares authorized; 18,760 and 17,556 shares issued
and outstanding at September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023, respectively 19 18

Additional paid-in capital 309,341198,696
Accumulated other comprehensive loss 1,746 (817)
Retained earnings 530,072503,016
Total stockholders' equity 841,178700,913
Total liabilities and stockholders' equity $

954,866
$
787,216
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CONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED

BALANCE SHEETS
(Parenthetical) - $ / shares

shares in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Statement of Financial Position [Abstract]
Preferred stock, par value (in USD per share) $ 0.001 $ 0.001
Preferred stock authorized (in shares) 5,000 5,000
Preferred stock issued (in shares) 0 0
Preferred stock outstanding (in shares) 0 0
Common stock, par value (in USD per share) $ 0.001 $ 0.001
Common stock authorized (in shares) 60,000 60,000
Common stock issued (in shares) 18,760 17,556
Common stock outstanding (in shares) 18,760 17,556
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedCONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED
STATEMENTS OF

OPERATIONS - USD ($)
shares in Thousands, $ in

Thousands

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Revenues and other income:
Total revenues and other income $ 51,812 $ 32,868 $ 124,321 $ 103,213
Operating costs and expenses:
Cost of Captisol 2,449 3,485 8,237 8,871
Amortization of intangibles 8,258 8,238 24,701 25,316
Research and development 5,675 5,532 17,000 19,049
General and administrative 24,475 14,656 53,049 36,798
Financial royalty assets impairment 0 0 26,491 0
Fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives 7,812 0 7,812 0
Total operating costs and expenses 48,669 31,911 137,290 90,034
Gain on sale of Pelican 0 (2,121) 0 (2,121)
Operating income (loss) from continuing operations 3,143 3,078 (12,969) 15,300
Non-operating income and expenses:
Gain (loss) from short-term investments 2,407 (13,184) 98,923 30,340
Interest income 1,347 2,263 6,124 6,018
Interest expense (741) (1) (2,154) (525)
Other non-operating expense, net (12,495) (4,300) (48,206) (4,570)
Total non-operating (expenses) income, net (9,482) (15,222) 54,687 31,263
(Loss) income before income taxes from continuing operations (6,339) (12,144) 41,718 46,563
Income tax benefit (expense) (833) 1,871 (14,662) (10,932)
Net (loss) income from continuing operations (7,172) (10,273) 27,056 35,631
Net loss from discontinued operations 0 0 0 (1,665)
Net (loss) income $ (7,172) $ (10,273) $ 27,056 $ 33,966
Earnings per share
Basic net (loss) income from continuing operations per share (in
USD per share) $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.50 $ 2.07

Basic net loss from discontinued operations per share (in USD per
share) 0 0 0 (0.10)

Basic net (loss) income per share (in USD per share) $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.50 $ 1.97
Shares used in basic per share calculation (in shares) 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241
Diluted net (loss) income from continuing operations per share (in
USD per share) $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.46 $ 2.00

Diluted net loss from discontinued operations per share (in USD
per share) 0 0 0 (0.09)

Diluted net (loss) income per share (in USD per share) $ (0.39) $ (0.59) $ 1.46 $ 1.91
Shares used in diluted per share calculation (in shares) 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784
Royalties
Revenues and other income:

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.secdatabase.com


Total revenues and other income $ 31,709 $ 23,888 $ 73,966 $ 62,473
Revenue from intangible royalty assets
Revenues and other income:
Total revenues and other income 26,552 23,863 67,512 61,447
Income from financial royalty assets
Revenues and other income:
Total revenues and other income 5,157 25 6,454 1,026
Captisol
Revenues and other income:
Total revenues and other income 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450
Contract revenue and other income
Revenues and other income:
Total revenues and other income $ 13,848 $ 372 $ 27,388 $ 16,290
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedCONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED
STATEMENTS OF

COMPREHENSIVE (LOSS)
INCOME - USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Statement of Comprehensive Income [Abstract]
Net (loss) income $ (7,172) $ (10,273) $ 27,056 $ 33,966
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale securities, net
of tax 121 23 3 40

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 2,560 0 2,560 0
Comprehensive (loss) income $ (4,491) $ (10,250) $ 29,619 $ 34,006
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CONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED
STATEMENTS OF
STOCKHOLDERS'
EQUITY - USD ($)

shares in Thousands, $ in
Thousands

Total Common
Stock

Additional
paid in
capital

Accumulated other
comprehensive
income (loss)

Retained
earnings

Balance at beginning of period at Dec. 31, 2022 $
597,485 $ 17 $ 147,590 $ (984) $

450,862
Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Dec.
31, 2022 16,951

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

(762) (762)

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

183

Share-based compensation 5,931 5,931
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax 49 49

Final distribution of OmniAb 1,665 1,665
Net income (loss) 41,949 41,949
Balance at end of period at Mar. 31, 2023 646,317 $ 17 154,424 (935) 492,811
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Mar. 31,
2023 17,134

Balance at beginning of period at Dec. 31, 2022 597,485 $ 17 147,590 (984) 450,862
Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Dec.
31, 2022 16,951

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax 40

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 0
Net income (loss) 33,966
Balance at end of period at Sep. 30, 2023 667,896 $ 18 183,994 (944) 484,828
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Sep. 30,
2023 17,421

Balance at beginning of period at Mar. 31, 2023 646,317 $ 17 154,424 (935) 492,811
Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Mar.
31, 2023 17,134

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

9,110 9,110
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Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

218

Share-based compensation 7,207 7,207
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax (32) (32)

Net income (loss) 2,290 2,290
Balance at end of period at Jun. 30, 2023 664,892 $ 17 170,741 (967) 495,101
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Jun. 30,
2023 17,352

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

3,285 $ 1 3,284

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

69

Share-based compensation 6,884 6,884
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax 23 23

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 0
Tax return to provision 3,085 3,085
Net income (loss) (10,273) (10,273)
Balance at end of period at Sep. 30, 2023 667,896 $ 18 183,994 (944) 484,828
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Sep. 30,
2023 17,421

Balance at beginning of period at Dec. 31, 2023 $
700,913 $ 18 198,696 (817) 503,016

Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Dec.
31, 2023 17,556 17,556

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

$
12,228 12,228

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

368

Share-based compensation 7,334 7,334
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax (93) (93)

Net income (loss) 86,139 86,139
Balance at end of period at Mar. 31, 2024 806,521 $ 18 218,258 (910) 589,155
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Mar. 31,
2024 17,924

Balance at beginning of period at Dec. 31, 2023 $
700,913 $ 18 198,696 (817) 503,016
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Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Dec.
31, 2023 17,556 17,556

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax $ 3

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 2,560
Net income (loss) 27,056
Balance at end of period at Sep. 30, 2024 $

841,178 $ 19 309,341 1,746 530,072

Balance at end of period (in shares) at Sep. 30,
2024 18,760 18,760

Balance at beginning of period at Mar. 31, 2024 $
806,521 $ 18 218,258 (910) 589,155

Balance at beginning of period (in shares) at Mar.
31, 2024 17,924

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

9,553 $ 1 9,552

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

179

Share-based compensation 11,060 11,060
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax (25) (25)

Net income (loss) (51,911) (51,911)
Balance at end of period at Jun. 30, 2024 775,198 $ 19 238,870 (935) 537,244
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Jun. 30,
2024 18,103

Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity
Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes

21,270 $ 0 21,270

Issuance of common stock under employee stock
compensation plans, net of shares withheld for
payroll taxes (in shares)

323

Issuance of common stock under ATM, net of
commissions and fees 34,030 34,030

Issuance of common stock under ATM, net of
commissions and fees (in shares) 334

Share-based compensation 15,171 15,171
Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale
securities, net of tax 121 121

Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax 2,560 2,560
Net income (loss) (7,172) (7,172)
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Balance at end of period at Sep. 30, 2024 $
841,178 $ 19 $ 309,341 $ 1,746 $

530,072
Balance at end of period (in shares) at Sep. 30,
2024 18,760 18,760
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9 Months EndedCONDENSED
CONSOLIDATED

STATEMENTS OF CASH
FLOWS - USD ($)

Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023

Cash flows from operating activities:
Net income $ 27,056,000 $ 33,966,000
Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating
activities:
Change in estimated fair value of contingent liabilities 993,000 132,000
Depreciation and amortization of intangible assets 26,612,000 27,605,000
Amortization of premium on investments, net (725,000) (938,000)
Amortization of debt discount and issuance fees 314,000 159,000
Non-cash income from financial royalty assets (4,687,000) (883,000)
CECL adjustment to financial royalty assets (3,463,000) 3,190,000
Impairment loss of financial royalty assets 26,491,000 924,000
Loss on derivative assets 14,655,000 0
Gain on sale of Pelican 0 (2,121,000)
Losses from equity method investment in Primrose Bio 11,576,000 0
Fair value adjustment to Primrose Bio securities investments 25,788,000 0
Share-based compensation 33,565,000 20,022,000
Deferred income taxes (3,108,000) 6,761,000
Gain from short-term investments (98,923,000) (30,340,000)
Lease amortization expense 1,555,000 1,231,000
Other 3,123,000 215,000
Changes in operating assets and liabilities, net of acquisitions:
Accounts receivable (794,000) (5,436,000)
Inventory 7,053,000 (11,577,000)
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 2,617,000 (7,461,000)
Income tax receivable and payable (607,000) 5,818,000
Deferred revenue (1,172,000) 226,000
Other assets and liabilities 657,000 19,000
Net cash provided by operating activities 68,576,000 41,512,000
Cash flows from investing activities:
Acquisition of financial royalty assets (17,819,000) 0
Proceeds from financial royalty assets 4,892,000 349,000
Purchase of short-term investments (133,629,000) (107,262,000)
Proceeds from sale of short-term investments 189,563,000 96,318,000
Proceeds from maturity of short-term investments 27,751,000 37,941,000
Cash paid for investment in Primrose Bio (998,000) (15,235,000)
Cash paid for Palvella notes receivable (2,500,000) 0
Cash paid for Novan acquisition, net of restricted cash received 0 (10,405,000)
Cash paid for the Agenus transaction (75,000,000) 0
Cash paid for Apeiron acquisition, net of cash received (91,996,000) 0
Cash paid for InvIOs investment (4,196,000) 0
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Purchase of property and equipment (1,109,000) (3,104,000)
Net cash (used in) provided by investing activities (105,041,000) (1,398,000)
Cash flows from financing activities:
Proceeds from ATM sales, net of commissions and fees 34,030,000 0
Repayment at maturity/repurchase of 2023 Notes 0 (76,854,000)
Payments under finance lease obligations (19,000) (40,000)
Net proceeds from stock option exercises and ESPP 46,251,000 15,922,000
Taxes paid related to net share settlement of equity awards (3,201,000) (4,290,000)
Cash paid for debt issuance costs (308,000) 0
Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities 76,753,000 (65,262,000)
Effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents 377,000 0
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 40,665,000 (25,148,000)
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period 22,954,000 45,006,000
Cash and cash equivalents at end of period 63,619,000 19,858,000
Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information:
Interest paid 262,000 288,000
Taxes paid 17,346,000 10,000
Restricted cash in other assets 0 583,000
Acquisitions:
Goodwill 105,250,000
Net cash paid for acquisitions 0 10,405,000
Supplemental schedule of non-cash activity:
Accrued Primrose transaction costs 0 1,013,000
Addition of right-of-use assets and lease liabilities 1,769,000 0
Accrued fixed asset purchases 289,000 409,000
Accrued debt issuance costs 8,000 0
Unrealized gain on AFS investments, net of tax 3,000 40,000
Novan, Inc.
Cash flows from investing activities:
Cash paid for Novan acquisition, net of restricted cash received (10,405,000)
Acquisitions:
Fair value of tangible assets acquired, net of cash and restricted cash received 17,887,000
Goodwill 3,709,000
Financial royalty assets 0
Intangible assets 10,700,000
Liabilities assumed (21,891,000)
Net cash paid for acquisitions $ 10,405,000
APEIRON
Cash flows from investing activities:
Cash paid for Novan acquisition, net of restricted cash received (91,996,000)
Acquisitions:
Fair value of tangible assets acquired, net of cash and restricted cash received 8,965,000
Goodwill 0
Financial royalty assets 106,156,000
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Intangible assets 0
Liabilities assumed (23,125,000)
Net cash paid for acquisitions $ 91,996,000
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9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies Sep. 30, 2024

Organization, Consolidation
and Presentation of
Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant
Accounting Policies

Basis of Presentation and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
Business

We are a biopharmaceutical company enabling scientific advancement through supporting the clinical development of high-value medicines. We do this by providing
financing, licensing our technologies or both. We operate in one reportable segment: development and licensing of biopharmaceutical assets.

Basis of Presentation

Our unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements include the financial statements of Ligand and its wholly-owned subsidiaries. All significant
intercompany accounts and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. We have included all adjustments, consisting only of normal recurring adjustments, which
we considered necessary for a fair presentation of our financial results. These unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements and accompanying notes should be
read together with the audited consolidated financial statements included in our 2023 Annual Report. Interim financial results are not necessarily indicative of the results
that may be expected for the full year.

Reclassification

Certain reclassifications have been made to the previously issued audited consolidated financial statements to conform with the current period presentation.
Specifically, within the consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2023, our commercial license and other economic rights line has been reclassified to long-term
portion of financial royalty assets, net, and to other assets, and a portion of other investments has been reclassified from other assets. Moreover, noncurrent derivative assets
as of December 31, 2023, have been reclassified from other assets.

In addition, within the unaudited condensed consolidated statement of operations for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, royalties have been
reclassified to revenue from intangible royalty assets, and a portion of the contract revenue has been reclassified to income from financial royalty assets.

Discontinued Operations

The Company determined that the spin-off of the OmniAb Business in November 2022 met the criteria for classification as a discontinued operation in accordance
with ASC Subtopic 205-20, Discontinued Operations (“ASC 205-20”). Accordingly, the accompanying condensed consolidated financial statements have been updated to
present the results of all discontinued operations reported as a separate component of loss in the condensed consolidated statements of operations and comprehensive loss
(see Note 5, Spin-off of OmniAb). All disclosures have been adjusted to reflect continuing operations.

Significant Accounting Policies

We have described our significant accounting policies in Note 1, Basis of Presentation and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies of the Notes to Consolidated
Financial Statements in our 2023 Annual Report.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements in conformity with GAAP requires the use of estimates and assumptions that affect the
amounts reported in the unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements and the accompanying notes. Actual results may differ from those estimates.

Revenue and Other Income

Our revenue is generated primarily from royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners, Captisol material sales, income from financial royalty assets,
and contract revenue for license fees, technical, regulatory and sales-based milestone payments. Other operating income is primarily related to milestone income received
for financial royalty assets that have been fully amortized or where there is no underlying asset recognized on the consolidated balance sheets.

We apply the following five-step model in accordance with ASC 606, Revenue from Contracts with Customers, in order to determine the revenue: (i) identification of
the promised goods or services in the contract; (ii) determination of whether the promised goods or services are performance obligations, including whether they are distinct
in the context of the contract; (iii) measurement of the transaction price, including the constraint on variable consideration; (iv) allocation of the transaction price to the
performance obligations; and (v) recognition of revenue when (or as) the Company satisfies each performance obligation.

Revenue from Intangible Royalty Assets

We receive royalty revenue from intangible royalty assets on sales by our partners of products covered by patents that we or our partners own under contractual
agreements. We do not have future performance obligations under these license arrangements. We generally satisfy our obligation to grant intellectual property rights on the
effective date of the contract. However, we apply the royalty recognition constraint required under the guidance for sales-based royalties which requires a royalty to be
recorded no sooner than when the underlying sale occurs. Therefore, royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners are recognized in the quarter the product
is sold. Our partners generally report sales information to us on a one quarter lag. Thus, we estimate the expected royalty proceeds based on an analysis of historical
experience and interim data provided by our partners including their publicly announced sales. Differences between actual and estimated royalty revenues, which have not
been material, are adjusted in the period in which they become known, typically the following quarter.

Income from Financial Royalty Assets
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Effective January 1, 2024, we introduced a new line item “income from financial royalty assets”, which was included in “contract revenue” in prior periods.
Accordingly, the prior year period amounts have been reclassified to align with the current period presentation.

We recognize income from financial royalty assets when there is a reasonable expectation about the timing and amount of cash flows expected to be collected.
Income is calculated by multiplying the carrying value of the financial royalty asset by the periodic effective interest rate.

We account for financial royalty assets related to developmental pipeline or recently commercialized products on a non-accrual basis. Developmental pipeline
products are non-commercialized, non-approved products that require FDA or other regulatory approval, and thus have uncertain cash flows. Newly commercialized
products typically do not have an established reliable sales pattern, and thus have uncertain cash flows.

Captisol Sales

Revenue from Captisol sales is recognized when control of Captisol material is transferred or intellectual property license rights are granted to our customers in an
amount that reflects the consideration we expect to receive from our customers in exchange for those products or rights. A performance obligation is considered distinct
from other obligations in a contract when it provides a benefit to the customer either on its own or together with other resources that are readily available to the customer
and is separately identified in the contract. For Captisol material or intellectual property license rights, we consider our performance obligation satisfied once we have
transferred control of the product or granted the intellectual property rights, meaning the customer has the ability to use and obtain the benefit of the Captisol material or
intellectual property license right. We recognize revenue for satisfied performance obligations only when we determine there are no uncertainties regarding payment terms
or transfer of control. Sales tax and other taxes we collect concurrent with revenue-producing activities are excluded from revenue. We have elected to recognize the cost of
freight and shipping when control over Captisol material has transferred to the customer as an expense in cost of Captisol. We expense incremental costs of obtaining a
contract when incurred if the expected amortization period of the asset that we would have recognized is one year or less or the amount is immaterial. We did not incur any
incremental costs of obtaining a contract during the periods reported.

Contract Revenue and Other Income

Our contracts with customers often include variable consideration in the form of contingent milestone payments. We include contingent milestone payments in the
estimated transaction price when it is probable a significant reversal in the amount of cumulative revenue recognized will not occur. These estimates are based on historical
experience, anticipated results and our best judgment at the time. If the contingent milestone payment is based on sales, we apply the royalty recognition constraint and
record revenue when the underlying sale has taken place. Significant judgments must be made in determining the transaction price for our sales of intellectual property.
Because of the risk that products in development with our partners will not reach development milestones or receive regulatory approval, we generally recognize any
contingent payments that would be due to us upon the development milestone or regulatory approval.

Some customer contracts are sublicenses which require that we make payments to an upstream licensor related to license fees, milestones and royalties which we
receive from customers. In such cases, we evaluate the determination of gross revenue as a principal versus net revenue as an agent reporting based on each individual
agreement.

Other income is primarily related to milestone income received for financial royalty assets that have been fully amortized or where there is no underlying asset
recognized on the consolidated balance sheets.

Deferred Revenue

Depending on the terms of the arrangement, we may also defer a portion of the consideration received because we have to satisfy a future obligation. The timing of
revenue recognition, billings and cash collections results in billed accounts receivable, unbilled receivables (contract assets), and customer advances and deposits (contract
liabilities) on the consolidated balance sheet. Except for royalty revenue and certain service revenue, we generally receive payment at the point we satisfy our obligation or
soon after. Any fees billed in advance of being earned are recorded as deferred revenue. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, the amount
recognized as revenue that was previously deferred was $0.2 million and $1.2

million, respectively. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, the amount recognized as revenue that was previously deferred was immaterial.

Disaggregation of Revenue

The following table represents disaggregation of royalties, Captisol and contract revenue and other income (in thousands):
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Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Royalties

Kyprolis $ 11,599 $ 10,537 $ 27,229 $ 24,862

Evomela 1,747 2,497 5,877 7,404

Teriparatide injection 2,376 2,800 6,520 9,913

Rylaze 3,886 3,678 10,070 9,315

Filspari 3,206 1,122 7,402 1,707

Vaxneuvance 1,466 1,313 3,962 2,990

Other 2,272 1,916 6,452 5,256

Revenue from intangible royalty assets 26,552 23,863 67,512 61,447

Income from financial royalty assets 5,157 25 6,454 1,026

31,709 23,888 73,966 62,473

Captisol 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450

Contract revenue and other income

Milestone and other 13,848 372 25,444 16,290

Other income — — 1,944 —

Contract revenue and other income 13,848 372 27,388 16,290

Total $ 51,812 $ 32,868 $ 124,321 $ 103,213

Short-term Investments

Our short-term investments consist of the following at September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023 (in thousands):

September 30, 2024 Amortized cost Gross unrealized gains Gross unrealized losses Estimated fair value

Bond fund $ 39,512 $ — $ (265) $ 39,247

U.S. government securities 19,051 31 — 19,082

Bank deposits 12,280 21 — 12,301

Corporate bonds 10,969 30 (3) 10,996

Commercial paper 10,591 5 (1) 10,595

Corporate equity securities 6,551 — (6,058) 493

$ 98,954 $ 87 $ (6,327) 92,714

Viking common stock 63,310

Total short-term investments $ 156,024

December 31, 2023

Bond fund $ 63,763 $ — $ (537) $ 63,226

Bank deposits 17,165 12 (1) 17,176

Corporate bonds 14,850 40 (2) 14,888

Commercial paper 11,578 9 (1) 11,586

U.S. government securities 6,736 18 (3) 6,751

Municipal bonds 1,007 — (4) 1,003

Corporate equity securities 5,775 — (5,235) 540

$ 120,874 $ 79 $ (5,783) 115,170

Viking common stock 32,185

Total short-term investments $ 147,355
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During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we sold 0.7 million shares of Viking common stock and recognized a realized gain of $60.0 million in total. We
did not sell Viking common stock during the three months ended September 30, 2024. During the nine months ended September 30, 2023, we sold 4.5 million shares of
Viking common stock and recognized a realized gain of $37.2 million in total. During the three months ended September 30, 2023, there were no sales of Viking common
stock.

Gain (loss) from short-term investments in our condensed consolidated statements of operations includes both realized and unrealized gain (loss) from our short-term
investments in public equity and warrant securities.

Allowances are recorded for available-for-sale debt securities with unrealized losses. This limits the amount of credit losses that can be recognized for available-for-
sale debt securities to the amount by which carrying value exceeds fair value and requires the reversal of previously recognized credit losses if fair value increases. The
provisions of the credit losses standard did not have a material impact on our available-for-sale debt securities during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024
and 2023.

The following table summarizes our available-for-sale debt securities by contractual maturity (in thousands):

September 30, 2024

Amortized Cost Fair Value

Within one year $ 91,072 $ 91,152

After one year through five years 4,647 4,655

Total $ 95,719 $ 95,807

Our investment policy is capital preservation and we only invest in U.S.-dollar denominated investments. We held a total of 32 investments which were in an
unrealized loss position with a total of $0.01 million unrealized losses as of September 30, 2024. We believe that we will collect the principal and interest due on our debt
securities that have an amortized cost in excess of fair value. The unrealized losses are largely due to changes in interest rates and not to unfavorable changes in the credit
quality associated with these securities that impacted our assessment on collectability of principal and interest. In July 2024, we sold certain securities before the recovery of
the amortized cost basis to fund the Apeiron acquisition. Accordingly, we wrote down the amortized cost of $0.05 million during the nine months ended September 30,
2024. We do not intend to sell these securities and it is not more-likely-than-not that we will be required to sell these securities before the recovery of the amortized cost
basis as of September 30, 2024. Accordingly, there was no credit loss recognized for the three months ended September 30, 2024. There were no credit losses recognized for
the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023.

Accounts Receivable and Allowance for Credit Losses

Our accounts receivable arise primarily from sales on credit to customers. We establish an allowance for credit losses to present the net amount of accounts receivable
expected to be collected. The allowance is determined by using the loss-rate method, which requires an estimation of loss rates based upon historical loss experience
adjusted for factors that are relevant to determining the expected collectability of accounts receivable. Some of these factors include macroeconomic conditions that
correlate with historical loss experience, delinquency trends, aging behavior of receivables and credit and liquidity quality indicators for industry groups, customer classes or
individual customers. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we considered the current and expected economic and market conditions and concluded
a decrease of $0.01 million and a decrease of $0.13 million in the allowance for credit losses, respectively. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, we
considered the current and expected economic and market conditions and concluded an increase of $0.10 million and an increase of $0.14 million in the allowance for credit
losses, respectively.

Inventory

Inventory, which consists of finished goods (Captisol), is stated at the lower of cost or net realizable value. We determine cost using the specific identification
method.

We analyze our inventory levels periodically and write down inventory to net realizable value if it has become obsolete, has a cost basis in excess of its expected net
realizable value or is in excess of expected requirements. There was a $0.1 million and $0.2 million write-down recorded against inventory for the three and nine months
ended September 30, 2024, respectively. There was no write-down recorded against inventory for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023. In addition to
finished goods, as of September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023, inventory included prepayments of $3.3 million and $4.6 million, respectively, to our supplier for
Captisol.

Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets

Goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets consist of the following (in thousands):
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September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Indefinite-lived intangible assets

Goodwill $ 105,250 $ 103,370

Definite lived intangible assets

Complete technology 39,249 42,911

Less: accumulated amortization (19,072) (20,894)

Trade name 2,642 2,642

Less: accumulated amortization (1,810) (1,710)

Customer relationships 29,600 29,600

Less: accumulated amortization (20,280) (19,161)

Contractual relationships 360,000 360,000

Less: accumulated amortization (115,424) (93,782)

Total goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets, net $ 380,155 $ 402,976

Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)

Financial royalty assets represent a portfolio of future milestone and royalty payment rights acquired that are passive in nature (i.e., we do not own the intellectual
property or have the right to commercialize the underlying products).

Although a financial royalty asset does not have the contractual terms typical of a loan (such as contractual principal and interest), we account for financial royalty
assets under ASC 310, Receivables. Our financial royalty assets are classified similar to loans receivable and are measured at amortized cost using the prospective effective
interest method described in ASC 835-30 Imputation of Interest.

The effective interest rate is calculated by forecasting the expected cash flows to be received over the life of the asset relative to the initial invested amount. The
effective interest rate is recalculated in each reporting period as the difference between expected cash flows and actual cash flows are realized and as there are changes to
expected future cash flows.

The gross carrying value of a financial royalty asset is made up of the opening balance, or net purchase price for a new financial royalty asset, which is increased by
accrued interest income (except for assets under the non-accrual method) and decreased by cash receipts in the period to arrive at the ending balance.

We evaluate financial royalty assets for recoverability on an individual basis by comparing the effective interest rate at each reporting date to that of the prior period.
If the effective interest rate is lower for the current period than the prior period, and if the gross cash flows have declined (expected and collected), we record provision
expense for the change in expected cash flows. The provision is measured as the difference between the financial royalty asset’s amortized cost basis and the net present
value of the expected future cash flows, calculated using the prior period’s effective interest rate.

In addition to the above allowance, we recognize an allowance for current expected credit losses under ASC 326, Financial Instruments – Credit Losses on our
financial royalty assets. The credit rating, which is primarily based on publicly available data and updated quarterly, is the primary credit quality indicator used to determine
the credit loss provision.

The carrying value of financial royalty assets is presented net of the cumulative allowance for changes in expected future cash flows and expected credit losses. The
initial amount and subsequent revisions in allowances for changes in expected future cash flows and expected credit losses are recorded as part of general and administrative
expenses on the condensed consolidated statements of operations.

When we are reasonably certain that a part of a financial royalty asset’s net carrying value (or all of it) is not recoverable, we recognize a permanent impairment
which is recorded in a financial royalty asset impairment on the condensed consolidated statements of operations. To the extent there was an allowance previously recorded
for this asset, the amount of such impairment is written off against the allowance at the time that such a determination is made. Any future recoveries from such impairment
are recognized when cash is collected in a respective period earnings.

The current portion of financial royalty assets represents an estimation for current quarter royalty receipts which are collected during the subsequent quarter. This
portion is presented in other current assets on our consolidated balance sheets, net of the allowance for expected credit losses.

For additional information, see Note 6, Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights).

Derivative Assets

Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other instruments. Derivative assets which are not used for risk management purposes,
include: (a) acquired rights in future milestone and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered Programs (as defined below), (b) Agenus Warrant (as defined below), (c)
option to invest up to $25 million to milestone and royalty rights which expires on June 30, 2025 ("Upsize Option"), and (d) rights to receive from Primrose Bio 50% of
milestones on two contracts previously entered into by Primordial Genetics.

In addition, we have entered into a collar arrangement to hedge against the fluctuation risk in Viking's share price (the “Viking Share Collar”). However, because the
Viking stock investment is remeasured at fair value through earnings under ASC 321, the Viking Share Collar is not eligible for hedge accounting, but is considered as an
economic hedge. All derivatives are measured at fair value on the consolidated balance sheets.

Derivative assets consist of the following (in thousands):
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September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Agenus Upsize Option (expires on 6/30/25) $ 3,815 $ —

Viking shares collar 7,318 —

Total current derivative assets $ 11,133 $ —

Primrose mRNA $ 2,921 $ 3,531

Agenus Partner Programs 14,099 —

Agenus Warrant (5 years contractual term) 2,226 —

Total noncurrent derivative assets $ 19,246 $ 3,531

A change in the fair value of the Viking Shares Collar that amounted to $(7.9) million and $7.3 million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024,
respectively, are included in gain (loss) from short-term investments within the condensed consolidated statements of operations. A change in the fair value of Agenus
Partner Programs that amounted to $(7.2) million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 is included in fair value adjustments to partner program
derivatives within the condensed consolidated statements of operations. A change in the fair value of other derivatives that amounted to $(8.0) million and $(6.8) million
during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, respectively, are recognized in other non-operating expense, net within the condensed consolidated statements
of operations. We acquired the Primrose mRNA derivative on September 18, 2023 with the sale of Pelican business and investment in Primrose Bio transaction. A change in
the fair value of the Primrose mRNA derivative that amounted to $(0.6) million during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 is included in fair value
adjustments to partner program derivatives within the condensed consolidated statements of operations. We did not have any other derivative instruments during the three
and nine months ended September 30, 2023.

Equity Method Investment

Investments that we do not consolidate but in which we have significant influence over the operating and financial policies of the investee are classified as equity
method investments and are accounted for using the equity method of accounting.

In applying the equity method of accounting, investments are initially recorded at cost and are subsequently adjusted based on our proportionate share of net income
or loss of the investee, net of any distributions received from the investee and any impairment.

Other Investments

Other investments represent our investments in equity securities of third parties in which we do not have control or significant influence. Our equity securities
investments do not have a readily determinable or estimable fair value and are measured using the measurement alternative, which is cost less impairment, if any, and
adjustments resulting from observable price changes in orderly transactions for the identical or similar investment of the same issuer. The amount of such impairment or
adjustment recognized during the period is presented in other non-operating income (expense) in our condensed consolidated statements of operations.

Other investments consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Equity securities in Primrose Bio $ 6,712 $ 32,726

InvIOs investment 4,196 —

Neuritek warrants — 3,000

Palvella Series C preferred stock 1,000 1,000

Total other investments $ 11,908 $ 36,726

During the three months ended September 30, 2024, we recognized a full impairment for our investment in Neuritek warrants.

Other Assets and Other Current Assets

Other assets include economic rights related to the 2023 expansion of our strategic partnership with Palvella to accelerate Phase 3 development of QTORIN
rapamycin for the treatment of Microcystic Lymphatic Malformations (“Microcystic LMs”). According to the terms of the second amendment to our development funding
and royalties agreement with Palvella (the “Palvella Second Amendment”). Palvella received an upfront payment of $5 million from Ligand. In return for the upfront
payment, among other contractual changes, the tiered royalty payable by Palvella to Ligand was increased to between 8.0% and 9.8% based on annual aggregate worldwide
net sales of QTORIN rapamycin. We are not obligated to provide additional funding to Palvella for development or commercialization of QTORIN.

We determined the economic rights related to Palvella should be characterized as a funded research and development arrangement, because the contract designated
the funds usage for research and development activities, and thus we account for them in accordance with ASC 730-20, Research and Development Arrangement. We
reduce our asset as the funds are expended by Palvella. As of September 30, 2024, of the $5 million upfront funding related to the Palvella Second Amendment, $0.7 million
of the funding to Palvella was expended. Our CEO and director, Todd Davis, is a director of Palvella. Mr. Davis recused himself from both board's consideration of the
agreement between us and Palvella, including any financial analysis, the terms of the Palvella Second Amendment and the vote to approve the Palvella Second Amendment
and the related transactions.

In June 2024, we funded Palvella $2.5 million in exchange for a convertible note with a maturity of three years, which is included in other assets in the condensed
consolidated balance sheets.
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Other current assets primarily include $2.3 million Employee Retention Credit, $6.6 million current portion of financial royalty assets (disclosed in Note 6, Financial
Royalty Assets, net), $2.2 million prepaid expenses, and inventory (raw materials and work in process related to the manufacturing of finished goods) for the preparation of
commercial supplies of ZELSUVMI™ by Pelthos Therapeutics, a wholly owned subsidiary of Ligand. For additional information on ZELSUVMI, see Note 4, Acquisitions.
Below is a summary of the inventory included in other current assets (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Raw materials $ 2,495 $ 420

Work in process 260 195

Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets $ 2,755 $ 615

Accrued Liabilities

Accrued liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):
September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Compensation $ 3,830 $ 4,682

Subcontractor 1,756 1,756

Professional fees 3,296 2,394

Customer deposit 621 621

Supplier 276 303

Royalties owed to third parties 2,989 900

Amounts owed to former licensees — 45

Other 2,832 1,766

Total accrued liabilities $ 15,600 $ 12,467

Contingent Liabilities

In connection with the acquisition of CyDex in January 2011, we recorded a contingent liability for amounts potentially due to holders of the CyDex CVRs and
former license holders. The liability is periodically assessed based on events and circumstances related to the underlying milestones, royalties and material sales.

In connection with the acquisition of Metabasis in January 2010, we issued Metabasis stockholders four tradable CVRs for each Metabasis share. The fair values of
the CVRs are remeasured at each reporting date through the term of the related agreement.

Any change in fair value is recorded in other non-operating expense, net within our condensed consolidated statement of operations. For additional information, see
Note 7, Fair Value Measurements.

Other Long-Term Liabilities

Other long-term liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Unrecognized tax benefits $ 14,481 $ 14,039

Novan (Pelthos) contract liability 15,324 13,700

Other long-term liabilities 69 19

$ 29,874 $ 27,758

Share-Based Compensation

Share-based compensation expense for awards to employees and non-employee directors is a non-cash expense and is recognized on a straight-line basis over the
vesting period. The following table summarizes share-based compensation expense recorded as components of research and development expenses and general and
administrative expenses for the periods indicated (in thousands):

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

SBC - Research and development expenses $ 982 $ 1,639 $ 2,588 $ 5,362

SBC - General and administrative expenses 14,189 5,245 30,977 14,660

$ 15,171 $ 6,884 $ 33,565 $ 20,022
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The increase in share-based compensation for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 as compared to the prior periods are primarily due to the one-time
stock compensation expense associated with the anticipated departure of our former President and Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) during the third quarter of 2024 and the
new hires in 2024.

The fair value for options that were awarded to employees and directors was estimated at the date of grant using the Black-Scholes option valuation model with the
following weighted-average assumptions:

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Risk-free interest rate 4.4% 4.3% 4.3% 4.1%

Dividend yield — — — —

Expected volatility 44.7% 44.7% 44.7% 51.5%

Expected term (years) 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.3

A limited amount of performance-based restricted stock units (“PSUs”) contain a market condition based on our relative total shareholder return ranked on a
percentile basis against the Nasdaq Biotechnology Index over a three-year performance period, with a range of 0% to 200% of the target amount granted to be issued under
the award. Share-based compensation cost for these PSUs is measured using the Monte-Carlo simulation valuation model and is not adjusted for the achievement, or lack
thereof, of the performance conditions.

Net (Loss) Income Per Share

Basic net (loss) income per share is calculated by dividing net (loss) income by the weighted average number of common shares outstanding during the period.
Diluted net income per share is computed based on the sum of the weighted average number of common shares and potentially dilutive common shares outstanding during
the period. Diluted net loss per share is computed based on the sum of the weighted average number of common shares outstanding during the period.

Potentially dilutive common shares consist of shares issuable under the 2023 Notes, stock options and restricted stock. Although we paid off the 2023 Notes in May
2023, it would have a dilutive impact when the average market price of our common stock exceeds the maximum conversion price during the nine months ended
September 30, 2023. It was our intent and policy to settle conversions through combination settlement, which involved payment in cash equal to the principal portion and
delivery of shares of common stock for the excess of the conversion value over the principal portion. Potentially dilutive common shares from stock options and restricted
stock are determined using the average share price for each period under the treasury stock method. In addition, the following amounts are assumed to be used to repurchase
shares: proceeds from exercise of stock options and the average amount of unrecognized compensation expense for the awards. For additional information, see Note 10,
Stockholders’ Equity.

In accordance with ASC 260, Earnings per Share, if a company had a discontinuing operation, the company uses income from continuing operations, adjusted for
preferred dividends and similar adjustments, as its control number to determine whether potential common shares are dilutive. The following table presents the calculation
of weighted average shares used to calculate basic and diluted earnings per share (in thousands):

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Weighted average shares outstanding: 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241

Dilutive potential common shares:

Restricted stock — — 173 82

Stock options — — 340 302

2023 Notes — — — 159

Shares used to compute diluted income (loss) per share 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784

Potentially dilutive shares excluded from calculation due to anti-dilutive effect 1,099 4,762 1,815 4,663

For the three months ended September 30, 2024, due to the net loss for the period, the 0.7 million weighted average incremental options and restricted stock awards
were anti-dilutive. For the three months ended September 30, 2023, due to the net loss for the period, the 0.3 million weighted average incremental options and restricted
stock awards were anti-dilutive.

Foreign Currency Translation

The Euro is the functional currency of Apeiron and the corresponding financial statements have been translated into U.S. Dollars in accordance with ASC 830-30,
Translation of Financial Statements. Assets and liabilities are translated at end-of-period rates while revenues and expenses are translated at average rates in effect during
the period in which the activity took place. Equity is translated at historical rates and the resulting cumulative translation adjustments are included as a component of
accumulated other comprehensive income (loss).

Accounting Standards Not Yet Adopted
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In November 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-07, Segment Reporting (Topic 280): Improvements to Reportable Segment Disclosures. The update, among other
things, requires disclosure of certain significant segment expenses. We will adopt the updated accounting guidance in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ending
December 31, 2024. We do not expect the adoption of the new accounting guidance will have a material impact to our consolidated financial statements.

In December 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-09, Income Taxes (Topic 740): Improvements to Income Tax Disclosures. The update requires a public business entity
to disclose, on an annual basis, a tabular rate reconciliation using both percentages and currency amounts, broken out into specified categories with certain reconciling items
further broken out by nature and jurisdiction to the extent those items exceed a specified threshold. In addition, all entities are required to disclose income taxes paid, net of
refunds received disaggregated by federal, state/local, and foreign and by jurisdiction if the amount is at least 5% of total income tax payments, net of refunds received.
Adoption of the ASU allows for either the prospective or retrospective application of the amendment and is effective for annual periods beginning after December 15, 2024,
with early adoption permitted. We have not yet completed the assessment of the impact of ASU 2023-09 on our consolidated financial statements.

In November 2024, the FASB issued ASU No. 2024-03, Income Statement—Reporting Comprehensive Income (Subtopic 220-40): Expense Disaggregation
Disclosures. This update requires entities to disaggregate operating expenses into specific categories, such as salaries and wages, depreciation, and amortization, to provide
enhanced transparency into the nature and

function of expenses. ASU 2024-03 is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2026, with early adoption permitted. ASU 2024-03 may be applied
retrospectively or prospectively. We are currently evaluating the new guidance to determine the impact it may have on our consolidated financial statements and related
disclosures.

We do not believe that any other recently issued, but not yet effective accounting pronouncements, if adopted, would have a material impact on our consolidated
financial statements or disclosures.
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9 Months EndedAgenus Transaction Sep. 30, 2024
Business Combination, Asset
Acquisition, and Joint
Venture Formation
[Abstract]
Agenus Transaction Agenus Transaction

On May 29, 2024, we closed the transactions pursuant to the $75 million purchase and sale
agreement (the “Agenus Agreement”), dated May 6, 2024, among us and Agenus Inc., Agenus
Royalty Fund, LLC, and Agenus Holdings 2024, LLC (collectively, “Agenus”). Under the terms
of the Agenus Agreement, we received (i) 18.75% of the licensed royalties and 31.875% of the
future licensed milestones paid to Agenus on six-partnered oncology programs, including
BMS-986442 (Bristol Myers Squibb), AGEN2373 (Gilead Sciences), INCAGN2385 and
INCAGN2390 (Incyte), MK-4830 (Merck), and UGN-301 (UroGen Pharma) (collectively
referred as “Agenus Partnered Programs”), and (ii) a synthetic 2.625% royalty on future global
net sales of Agenus’ novel immuno-oncology botensilimab in combination with balstilimab
(“BOT/BAL”) program, collectively subject to certain events which may adjust the royalty and
milestone percentages paid to us. In addition, we received the option to commit an additional
$25 million in the same assets on a pro rata basis which expires on June 30, 2025 (“Upsize
Option”). We have also agreed to allow Agenus to raise up to an additional $100 million bringing
the total syndicated purchase price up to an aggregate of $200 million. As part of the Agenus
Agreement, Agenus will grant us security over certain assets related to the programs included in
the Agenus Agreement, subject to certain customary exceptions.

In connection with entry into the Agenus Agreement, Agenus issued us a 5-year warrant
(“Agenus Warrant”) to purchase 867,052 shares of its common stock, at an exercise price equal to
$17.30.

We accounted for all Agenus Partnered Programs, Agenus Warrant and Upsize Option as
derivative assets. Upsize Option was presented within current derivative assets line (as it expires
on June 30, 2025), and the other derivatives were presented in noncurrent derivative assets line in
our condensed consolidated balance sheet. Agenus Partnered Programs are recognized as
derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging, as they have different underlyings
(milestone payments and royalties). The commercial milestones and royalties are dependent on
the development milestones and the commercial milestone and royalties underlyings are not
determined to be predominate. The derivative assets were recorded at fair value as of May 29,
2024, and are marked to fair value at each subsequent reporting period.

The fair value of Agenus Partnered Programs derivative assets is determined as a present
value of expected future cash flows adjusted for the level of risk appropriate for a respective
program stage. During the three months ended September 30, 2024, certain Agenus partners
discontinued development of their partnered programs. These programs may be relicensed at a
later date, and Ligand would retain its economic interest upon any relicense activity.

The fair value of Agenus Warrant is determined using a Black-Scholes model. The
following assumptions were used as of May 29, 2024, and September 30, 2024, respectively:
expected term of 4.0 years and 3.7 years, volatility of 84% and 99%, risk-free rate of 4.7% and
3.6%, Agenus Stock price of $15.03 and $5.48.
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The fair value of the Upsize Option was determined using the binomial option pricing
model under which we assessed and considered the possible upwards and downwards scenarios
through the expiration date of the Upsize Option.

See Note 7, Fair Value Measurements, for additional information on the Agenus Partnered
Program derivative assets, Agenus Warrant, and Upsize Option.

We accounted for the acquired BOT/BAL rights as a financial royalty asset which is
currently put under the non-accrual method as management cannot reliably estimate future cash
flows from this program. The amount of BOT/BAL financial royalty asset was determined as a
residual value from the $75 million aggregate investment amount, less fair value of all acquired
derivative assets as of May 29, 2024.
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9 Months EndedSale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio Sep. 30, 2024

Discontinued Operations
and Disposal Groups
[Abstract]
Sale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio

Sale of Pelican Business and Investment in Primrose Bio
On September 18, 2023, we entered into a merger agreement, pursuant to which our subsidiary, Pelican Technology Holdings, Inc. (“Pelican”) became a wholly

owned subsidiary of Primrose Bio. Primrose Bio is a private company focused on synthetic biology. Pelican has developed technology related to PET (protein expression
technology) and PelicCRM197 (vaccine material), and has property and equipment, as well as leased property in San Diego, CA. As part of the transaction, we received
2,146,957 common shares, 4,278,293 preferred shares and 474,746 restricted shares of Primrose Bio. Simultaneous with the merger, we entered into a purchase and sale
agreement with Primrose Bio and contributed $15 million in exchange for 50% of potential development milestones and certain commercial milestones from two contracts
previously entered into by Primordial Genetics. In addition, starting January 1, 2025, we will receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all
PeliCRM197 licensing revenue in perpetuity.

We retained contractual relationships utilizing the Pelican Expression Technology, including the commercial royalty rights to Jazz’s Rylaze, Merck’s Vaxneuvance
and V116 vaccines, Alvogen’s Teriparatide, Serum Institute of India’s vaccine programs, including Pneumosil and MenFive vaccines, among others.

We determined that the sale of Pelican meets the definition of a deconsolidation of a business. Net assets sold together with allocated goodwill and cash consideration
paid were as follows (in thousands):

Property and equipment, net $ 8,250

Intangible assets 19,895

Other assets 717

Operating lease right-of-use assets 8,693

Finance lease right-of-use assets 20

Accrued liabilities (630)

Deferred revenue (495)

Long-term operating lease liabilities (8,445)

Other liabilities (74)

Net assets sold 27,931

Allocated goodwill 4,132

Cash consideration paid 15,000

$ 47,063

Fair value of the consideration received includes the following (in thousands):

Equity method investment $ 13,706

Equity securities 32,278

Derivative assets 3,200

$ 49,184

Goodwill allocated to the selling business based on the relative fair value of the Pelican business and Ligand that was written off was $4.1 million, resulting in a
$2.1 million gain on sale of Pelican recorded to income (loss) from operations for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023.

Transaction costs of $1.2 million were allocated to the equity method investment and equity securities based on the relative fair value.

As described above, we will receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all PeliCRM197 licensing revenue in perpetuity. The
considerations are under the loss recovery model and they will be measured based on the gain contingency model under ASC 450, Contingencies, and thus, will be
recognized as the underlying contingencies are resolved.

In addition, we will receive 50% of potential development milestones and certain commercial milestones from two contracts previously entered into by Primordial
Genetics. The considerations were recognized as derivative assets with a fair value of $3.2 million, at the disposition date, which was included in noncurrent derivative
assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet. They are recognized as derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging, as they have two underlyings
(development and commercial milestones) and (i) the commercial milestones are dependent on the development milestones and (ii) the commercial milestone underlying is
not determined to be predominate. The derivative assets were recorded at fair value as of September 18, 2023, and will be marketed to fair value at each reporting period
going forward. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, a loss of $0.6 million was recorded to market the derivative assets to fair value and was
included in fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives in our condensed consolidated statement of operations. For additional information, see Note 7, Fair Value
Measurements.
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Investments in Primrose Bio

We account for our common stock investment in Primrose Bio under the equity method as we have the ability to exercise significant influence over Primrose Bio's
operating and financial results. In applying the equity method, we record the investment at fair value. Our proportionate share of net loss of Primrose Bio is recorded in our
condensed consolidated statements of operations. Our equity method investments are reviewed for indicators of impairment at each reporting period and are written down to
fair value if there is evidence of a loss in value that is other-than-temporary. In June 2024, Primrose Bio received an equity investment from an equity firm. In July 2024,
Primrose Bio raised additional funds from another equity firm. As a result, we recognized an impairment loss on our equity method investment in the amount of $5.8 million
during the nine months ended September 30, 2024. There was no impairment to our equity method investment during the three months ended September 30, 2024. Our
share of the net loss of Primrose Bio for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 was $1.2 million and $5.8 million, respectively, which reduced Ligand's
equity method investment accordingly. Any income or loss

from our equity method investments (including the impairment) is presented in other non-operating income (expense) in our condensed consolidated statement of
operations.

We determined that the Series A preferred stock and reserve stock investment in Primrose Bio did not have a readily determinable fair value and therefore elected the
measurement alternative in ASC 321 to subsequently record the investment at cost, less any impairments, plus or minus changes resulting from observable price changes in
orderly transactions for identical or similar investments of the same issuer. When fair value becomes determinable, from observable price changes in orderly transactions,
our investment will be marked to fair value. Our investment in Series A preferred stock and reserve stock has been reduced by $0.03 million and $25.79 million during the
three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 in connection with the above mentioned equity funding received by Primrose Bio in June and July 2024.

Former President and Chief Operating Officer Matt Korenberg served as a board member of Primrose Bio beginning in Q4 2023. His employment with Ligand
concluded in October 2024, after which Lauren Hay, Vice President of Strategic Planning & Investment Analytics, succeeded him as a board member of Primrose Bio.

Spin-off of OmniAb
On March 23, 2022, we entered into the Separation Agreement to separate our OmniAb Business and the Merger Agreement, pursuant to which APAC would

combine with OmniAb, and acquire Ligand's OmniAb Business, in a Reverse Morris Trust transaction (collectively, the “Transactions”).

After the closing date of the Transactions on November 1, 2022, the historical financial results of OmniAb have been reflected in our consolidated financial
statements as discontinued operations under GAAP for all periods presented through the date of the Distribution. Pursuant to the Transaction Agreements, Ligand
contributed to OmniAb cash and certain specific assets and liabilities constituting the OmniAb Business. Pursuant to the Distribution, Ligand distributed on a pro rata basis
to its shareholders as of October 26, 2022 shares of the common stock of OmniAb representing 100% of Ligand’s interest in OmniAb. Immediately following the
Distribution, Merger Sub merged with and into OmniAb, with OmniAb continuing as the surviving company in the merger and as a wholly owned subsidiary of New
OmniAb. The entire transaction was completed on November 1, 2022, and following the merger, New OmniAb is an independent, publicly traded company whose common
stock trades on Nasdaq under the symbol “OABI.” After the Distribution, we do not beneficially own any shares of common stock in OmniAb and no longer consolidate
OmniAb into our financial results for periods ending after November 1, 2022.

Discontinued operations

In connection with the merger, the Company determined its antibody discovery business qualified for discontinued operations accounting
treatment in accordance with ASC 205-20. We recognized a $1.7 million tax provision adjustment related to deferred taxes, during the nine
months ended September 30, 2023, that was attributable to the discontinued operations.
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9 Months EndedAcquisitions Sep. 30, 2024
Business Combination, Asset
Acquisition, and Joint
Venture Formation
[Abstract]
Acquisitions Acquisitions

Apeiron

On July 15, 2024, we acquired all the outstanding shares of Biologics AG (“Apeiron”), including the royalty rights to QARZIBA® (dinutuximab beta) for the
treatment of high-risk neuroblastoma (the “Apeiron Acquisition”) for $100.5 million base consideration. We funded the Apeiron Acquisition from our available cash on
hand.

In addition to base consideration, we would also pay Apeiron shareholders an additional consideration based on future commercial and regulatory events, including
up to $28.0 million if QARZIBA royalties exceed certain predetermined thresholds by either 2030 or 2034, and pay additional earn-outs on specific future events, primarily
related to QARZIBA regulatory approval and commercialization in the USA.

We evaluated this acquisition in accordance with ASC 805, Business Combinations, to discern whether the assets and operations of Apeiron met the definition of a
business. We accounted for this transaction as an asset acquisition.

We incurred $4.9 million of transaction costs related to the Apeiron Acquisition, which were included in the amount of total purchase consideration. Financial assets
acquired and liabilities assumed in the Apeiron Acquisition were recognized at their fair values. The remaining assets acquired were recognized on a relative fair value
basis.

The amount of purchase consideration was allocated to the acquisition date fair values of acquired assets and assumed liabilities as follows (in thousands):

Cash and cash equivalents $ 13,437

Contract assets (financial royalty assets) 106,156

Other assets 8,965

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (3,740)

Income tax payable (1,276)

Deferred tax liabilities, net (18,109)

Total fair value of net assets acquired $ 105,433

Contract assets acquired are accounted for as a financial royalty asset, similar to loans receivable and are measured at amortized cost using the prospective effective
interest method described in ASC 835-30. The acquired contracts assets include QARZIBA and other development phase contract assets.

As QARZIBA is a commercial phase program, we are able to reasonably estimate future cash flows and, as such, we recognize income from QARZIBA financial
royalty assets starting from the Apeiron Acquisition effective date, which is calculated by multiplying the carrying value of the financial royalty asset by the periodic
effective interest rate. As described in Note 1, Basis of Presentation and Significant Accounting Policies, the effective interest rate is calculated by forecasting the expected
cash flows to be received over the life of the asset relative to the initial invested amount. The effective interest rate is recalculated in each reporting period as the differences
between expected cash flows and actual cash flows are realized and as there are changes to expected future cash flows. We account for other Apeiron development phase
financial royalty assets on a non-accrual basis as there is a higher level of uncertainty over the related expected cash flows.

For tax purposes this transaction is treated as a stock purchase. As a result, we will not obtain a tax stepped-up basis in Apeiron’s underlying assets and will assume
the carryover tax basis. As part of the tax purchase price accounting, deferred tax liabilities of $18.1 million have been recorded to reflect the difference between the book
and tax basis of the acquired assets.

We account for the earnout liabilities in the Apeiron Acquisition in accordance with ASC450, Contingencies, and will recognize respective liability when the
contingency is resolved, and the liability becomes payable. No earnout liability is recognized as of the acquisition date, and as of September 30, 2024.

In conjunction with the Apeiron Acquisition, we have also invested $4.2 million (including $0.2 million transaction costs) in InvIOs Holding AG ("InvIOs") common
shares, a privately held spin-off of Apeiron. This investment was part of an €8 million (approximately $8.8 million) round with other investors which would help finance the
research and development of three innovative early-stage immuno-oncology assets. Apeiron has previously outlicensed these assets to InvIOs and is entitled to future
royalties and milestone payments.

As the result of this investment, we did not obtain control or significant influence in InvIOs. We determined that common stock of InvIOs did not have a readily
determinable fair value and therefore elected the measurement alternative in ASC 321 to subsequently record the investment at cost, less any impairments, plus or minus
changes resulting from observable price changes in orderly transactions for identical or similar investments of the same issuer. When fair value becomes determinable, from
observable price changes in orderly transactions, our investment will be marked to fair value.

Novan

On September 27, 2023, we closed the transaction to acquire certain assets of Novan, Inc. (“Novan”) pursuant to the agreement we entered into with Novan on July
17, 2023 for $15.0 million in cash (which agreement contemplated Novan filing for bankruptcy relief) and provide up to $15.0 million in debtor-in-possession (“DIP”)
financing inclusive of a $3.0 million bridge loan funded on the same day. Novan filed for Chapter 11 reorganization on July 17, 2023. On September 27, 2023, the
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bankruptcy court approved our $12.2 million bid to purchase from Novan its lead product candidate berdazimer gel, 10.3%, all other assets related to the NITRICIL
technology platform and the rights to one commercial stage asset. The remaining commercial assets of Novan were to be sold to other parties pursuant to the bankruptcy
court's order. The approved $12.2 million bid was credited to the $15.0 million DIP financing, with the balance of $2.8 million and accrued interest repaid to us.

The Novan acquisition was accounted for as a business combination. We recorded $3.1 million of acquisition-related costs for legal, due diligence and other costs in
connection with the acquisition within operating expenses in our condensed consolidated statement of operations for the year ended December 31, 2023.

We have finalized purchase accounting for the Novan acquisition. The following table sets forth an allocation of the purchase price to the identifiable tangible and
intangible assets acquired and liabilities assumed, with the excess recorded to goodwill (in thousands):

Restricted cash $ 583

Property and equipment, net 13,054

Operating lease right-of-use asset 3,683

Other assets 137

Deferred tax asset 1,013

Intangible assets acquired 10,700

Goodwill 3,709

Deferred revenue (4,508)

Operating lease liabilities (3,683)

Other liabilities (13,700)

Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received 10,988

DIP loan fees and interest 1,162

Total consideration $ 12,150

None of the goodwill is deductible for tax purposes. Acquired intangible assets of $10.7 million are related to core technology. The fair value of the core technology
was based on the discounted cash flow method that estimated the present value of the potential royalties, milestones, and collaboration revenue streams derived from the
licensing of the related technologies. These projected cash flows were discounted to present value using a discount rate of 29%. The fair value of the core technology is
being amortized on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful life of 15 years.

Acquired other liabilities of $13.7 million were related to a royalty and milestone payments purchase agreement, entered by Novan in 2019 and assumed as part of the
acquisition, which previously provided Novan $25.0 million of funding used primarily in the clinical development of berdazimer gel, 10.3%. Pursuant to the purchase
agreement, Novan will pay ongoing quarterly payments, calculated based on an applicable percentage per product of any upfront fees, milestone payments, royalty
payments or equivalent payments received by Novan pursuant to any out-license agreement, net of any upfront fees, milestone payments, royalty payments or equivalent
payments paid by Novan to third parties pursuant to any agreements under which Novan has in-licensed intellectual property with respect to such products. If Novan decides
to commercialize any product on its own following regulatory approval, as opposed to commercializing through an out-license agreement or other third-party arrangement,
Novan will be obligated to pay a low single digits royalty on net sales of such products. This contract liability was fair valued based on the discounted cash flow method that
estimated the present value of the potential royalties, milestones, and collaboration revenue streams derived from the related programs mentioned above, by applying a
discount rate of 14% (revenue risk-adjusted discount rate).

On April 3, 2024, we announced the creation of Pelthos Therapeutics to focus on the commercialization of innovative, safe, and efficacious therapeutic products for
patients suffering from conditions with limited treatment options. ZELSUVMI (berdazimer topical gel, 10.3%), its first product, is the FDA-approved prescription medicine
for the treatment of the highly transmissible molluscum contagiosum (molluscum) viral skin infection in adults and pediatric patients one year of age and older. ZELSUVMI
received a Novel Drug designation from the FDA in January 2024 to treat molluscum viral skin infection. ZELSUVMI was developed using Pelthos' proprietary nitric
oxide-based NITRICIL™ technology platform. The rights to ZELSUVMI and all assets related to the NITRICIL technology platform were acquired from Novan in
September 2023 in the Novan acquisition described above.
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[Abstract]
Spin-off of OmniAb Sale of Pelican Business and Investment in Primrose Bio

On September 18, 2023, we entered into a merger agreement, pursuant to which our subsidiary, Pelican Technology Holdings, Inc. (“Pelican”) became a wholly
owned subsidiary of Primrose Bio. Primrose Bio is a private company focused on synthetic biology. Pelican has developed technology related to PET (protein expression
technology) and PelicCRM197 (vaccine material), and has property and equipment, as well as leased property in San Diego, CA. As part of the transaction, we received
2,146,957 common shares, 4,278,293 preferred shares and 474,746 restricted shares of Primrose Bio. Simultaneous with the merger, we entered into a purchase and sale
agreement with Primrose Bio and contributed $15 million in exchange for 50% of potential development milestones and certain commercial milestones from two contracts
previously entered into by Primordial Genetics. In addition, starting January 1, 2025, we will receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all
PeliCRM197 licensing revenue in perpetuity.

We retained contractual relationships utilizing the Pelican Expression Technology, including the commercial royalty rights to Jazz’s Rylaze, Merck’s Vaxneuvance
and V116 vaccines, Alvogen’s Teriparatide, Serum Institute of India’s vaccine programs, including Pneumosil and MenFive vaccines, among others.

We determined that the sale of Pelican meets the definition of a deconsolidation of a business. Net assets sold together with allocated goodwill and cash consideration
paid were as follows (in thousands):

Property and equipment, net $ 8,250

Intangible assets 19,895

Other assets 717

Operating lease right-of-use assets 8,693

Finance lease right-of-use assets 20

Accrued liabilities (630)

Deferred revenue (495)

Long-term operating lease liabilities (8,445)

Other liabilities (74)

Net assets sold 27,931

Allocated goodwill 4,132

Cash consideration paid 15,000

$ 47,063

Fair value of the consideration received includes the following (in thousands):

Equity method investment $ 13,706

Equity securities 32,278

Derivative assets 3,200

$ 49,184

Goodwill allocated to the selling business based on the relative fair value of the Pelican business and Ligand that was written off was $4.1 million, resulting in a
$2.1 million gain on sale of Pelican recorded to income (loss) from operations for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023.

Transaction costs of $1.2 million were allocated to the equity method investment and equity securities based on the relative fair value.

As described above, we will receive 25% of sales revenue of PeliCRM197 above $3 million and 35% of all PeliCRM197 licensing revenue in perpetuity. The
considerations are under the loss recovery model and they will be measured based on the gain contingency model under ASC 450, Contingencies, and thus, will be
recognized as the underlying contingencies are resolved.

In addition, we will receive 50% of potential development milestones and certain commercial milestones from two contracts previously entered into by Primordial
Genetics. The considerations were recognized as derivative assets with a fair value of $3.2 million, at the disposition date, which was included in noncurrent derivative
assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet. They are recognized as derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging, as they have two underlyings
(development and commercial milestones) and (i) the commercial milestones are dependent on the development milestones and (ii) the commercial milestone underlying is
not determined to be predominate. The derivative assets were recorded at fair value as of September 18, 2023, and will be marketed to fair value at each reporting period
going forward. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, a loss of $0.6 million was recorded to market the derivative assets to fair value and was
included in fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives in our condensed consolidated statement of operations. For additional information, see Note 7, Fair Value
Measurements.
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Investments in Primrose Bio

We account for our common stock investment in Primrose Bio under the equity method as we have the ability to exercise significant influence over Primrose Bio's
operating and financial results. In applying the equity method, we record the investment at fair value. Our proportionate share of net loss of Primrose Bio is recorded in our
condensed consolidated statements of operations. Our equity method investments are reviewed for indicators of impairment at each reporting period and are written down to
fair value if there is evidence of a loss in value that is other-than-temporary. In June 2024, Primrose Bio received an equity investment from an equity firm. In July 2024,
Primrose Bio raised additional funds from another equity firm. As a result, we recognized an impairment loss on our equity method investment in the amount of $5.8 million
during the nine months ended September 30, 2024. There was no impairment to our equity method investment during the three months ended September 30, 2024. Our
share of the net loss of Primrose Bio for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 was $1.2 million and $5.8 million, respectively, which reduced Ligand's
equity method investment accordingly. Any income or loss

from our equity method investments (including the impairment) is presented in other non-operating income (expense) in our condensed consolidated statement of
operations.

We determined that the Series A preferred stock and reserve stock investment in Primrose Bio did not have a readily determinable fair value and therefore elected the
measurement alternative in ASC 321 to subsequently record the investment at cost, less any impairments, plus or minus changes resulting from observable price changes in
orderly transactions for identical or similar investments of the same issuer. When fair value becomes determinable, from observable price changes in orderly transactions,
our investment will be marked to fair value. Our investment in Series A preferred stock and reserve stock has been reduced by $0.03 million and $25.79 million during the
three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 in connection with the above mentioned equity funding received by Primrose Bio in June and July 2024.

Former President and Chief Operating Officer Matt Korenberg served as a board member of Primrose Bio beginning in Q4 2023. His employment with Ligand
concluded in October 2024, after which Lauren Hay, Vice President of Strategic Planning & Investment Analytics, succeeded him as a board member of Primrose Bio.

Spin-off of OmniAb
On March 23, 2022, we entered into the Separation Agreement to separate our OmniAb Business and the Merger Agreement, pursuant to which APAC would

combine with OmniAb, and acquire Ligand's OmniAb Business, in a Reverse Morris Trust transaction (collectively, the “Transactions”).

After the closing date of the Transactions on November 1, 2022, the historical financial results of OmniAb have been reflected in our consolidated financial
statements as discontinued operations under GAAP for all periods presented through the date of the Distribution. Pursuant to the Transaction Agreements, Ligand
contributed to OmniAb cash and certain specific assets and liabilities constituting the OmniAb Business. Pursuant to the Distribution, Ligand distributed on a pro rata basis
to its shareholders as of October 26, 2022 shares of the common stock of OmniAb representing 100% of Ligand’s interest in OmniAb. Immediately following the
Distribution, Merger Sub merged with and into OmniAb, with OmniAb continuing as the surviving company in the merger and as a wholly owned subsidiary of New
OmniAb. The entire transaction was completed on November 1, 2022, and following the merger, New OmniAb is an independent, publicly traded company whose common
stock trades on Nasdaq under the symbol “OABI.” After the Distribution, we do not beneficially own any shares of common stock in OmniAb and no longer consolidate
OmniAb into our financial results for periods ending after November 1, 2022.

Discontinued operations

In connection with the merger, the Company determined its antibody discovery business qualified for discontinued operations accounting
treatment in accordance with ASC 205-20. We recognized a $1.7 million tax provision adjustment related to deferred taxes, during the nine
months ended September 30, 2023, that was attributable to the discontinued operations.
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9 Months EndedFinancial Royalty Assets, net
(formerly known as

Commercial License Rights) Sep. 30, 2024

Organization, Consolidation
and Presentation of
Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Financial Royalty Assets, net
(formerly known as
Commercial License Rights)

Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)
Financial royalty assets consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Gross carrying

value(2) Allowance (1)

Net carrying

value (2)

Gross carrying

value Allowance (1)

Net carrying

value

Apeiron $ 113,371 $ (735) $ 112,636 $ — $ — $ —

Agenus (Bot/Bal) 40,815 (408) 40,407 — — —

Elutia (CorMatrix) 10,032 (2,607) 7,425 13,304 (7,490) 5,814

Selexis 242 (58) 184 940 (179) 761

Ovid (Soticlestat) 4,122 (41) 4,081 30,310 (303) 30,007

Tolerance Therapeutics (TZIELD) 25,698 (101) 25,597 25,810 (101) 25,709

Ensifentrine inventors 16,018 (481) 15,537 — — —

Total financial royalty assets, net $ 210,298 $ (4,431) $ 205,867 $ 70,364 $ (8,073) $ 62,291

(1) The amounts of allowance include cumulated allowance for changes in expected cash flows and cumulated allowance for current expected credit losses.

(2) The amounts include $6.6 million current portion of financial royalty assets which represents an estimation for current quarter royalty receipts that are collected during the subsequent quarter. This portion is

presented in other current assets on our condensed consolidated balance sheet as of September 30, 2024.

Financial royalty assets represent a portfolio of future milestone and royalty payment rights acquired in the Apeiron Acquistion in July 2024, from Agenus in May
2024, Selexis, S.A. (“Selexis”) in April 2013 and May 2015, CorMatrix Cardiovascular, Inc. (“CorMatrix”) in May 2016, which was later acquired by Aziyo (Aziyo
changed its corporate name to Elutia Inc. (“Elutia”) in September 2023) in 2017, Ovid Therapeutics Inc. (“Ovid”) in October 2023, Tolerance Therapeutics, Inc. (“Tolerance
Therapeutics”) in November 2023, and from certain ensifentrine inventors in March and August 2024.

During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we recorded a $26.2 million impairment loss for Ovid (Soticlestat) financial royalty asset and a $0.3 million
impairment loss for Selexis financial royalty asset. There was no impairment loss for the three months ended September 30, 2024. During the three and nine months ended
September 30, 2023, we recorded a $0.9 million impairment loss for Selexis financial royalty asset as a result of reduced programs.

Apeiron financial royalty assets

As discussed in Note 4, Acquisitions, we acquired certain financial royalty assets within the Apeiron Acquisition, including QARZIBA and certain InvIOs programs.
As QARZIBA is a commercial phase program, we are able to reasonably estimate future cash flows and, as such, we recognized income from QARZIBA financial royalty
assets starting from the Apeiron Acquisition effective date. We accounted for the InvIOs financial royalty assets using the non-accrual method until we are able to reliably
estimate future cash flows.

Elutia Agreement

In 2016, Ligand entered into a purchase agreement to acquire certain financial royalty assets from CorMatrix. In 2017, CorMatrix sold its marketed products to Elutia
where Elutia assumed the Ligand royalty obligation. In 2017, we amended the terms of the royalty agreement with Elutia where we received $10 million to buydown the
royalty rates on the products CorMatrix sold to Elutia (the “CorMatrix Asset Sale”). Per the amended agreement with Elutia, we will receive a 5% royalty, with certain
annual minimum payments, on the products Elutia acquired in the CorMatrix Asset Sale and up to $10 million of milestones tied to cumulative net sales of these products.
The royalty agreement will terminate on May 31, 2027.

During 2023, due to Elutia's nonpayment of the minimum payments under the amended royalty agreement over several quarters, we placed the Elutia asset on the
non-accrual method. In January 2024, we executed an amendment to our agreement with Elutia which will allow us to reliably estimate future cash flows. As such, the
Elutia asset was switched from the non-accrual method to the effective interest method during the first quarter of 2024. We further considered the current and expected
future economic and market conditions, current company performance and recent payments received from Elutia. During the three and nine months ended September 30,
2024 we recorded a reduction of $0.3 million and $4.9 million, respectively, to Elutia allowance of expected credit loss. The credit loss adjustments were recorded as a gain
in general and administrative expense in our condensed consolidated statement of operations for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024. During the three and
nine months ended September 30, 2023 we recorded an increase of $3.2 million to Elutia allowance of expected credit loss.

Soticlestat Agreement

In October 2023, we made an investment of $30 million to acquire a 13% portion of the royalties and milestones owed to Ovid Therapeutics related to the potential
approval and commercialization of soticlestat.

In June 2024, Takeda announced topline results of the phase 3 clinical trial of soticlestat, missing its primary endpoint to reduce convulsive seizure frequency
compared to placebo in patients with Dravet syndrome, and missing its primary endpoint to reduce major Motor Drop seizure frequency compared to a placebo in patients
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with Lennox-Gastaut syndrome. As a result, in the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we recognized an impairment over the soticlestat financial royalty asset of $26.2
million. The fair value of the soticlestat financial royalty asset was determined using a discounted cash flow approach, utilizing the mostly-likely cash flows which
considered the probability of success for the underlying clinical program and discount rate of 17% which contemplates the underlying credit and business risk of the
partnered program. As of September 30, 2024, management continues to account for the soticlestat financial royalty asset using the non-accrual method until we are able to
reliably estimate future cash flows.

TZIELD Agreement

In November 2023, we acquired Tolerance Therapeutics for $20 million in cash. Tolerance Therapeutics is a holding company, owned by the inventors of TZIELD
(teplizumab), and is owed a royalty of less than 1% on worldwide net sales of TZIELD. TZIELD is marketed by Sanofi, starting in 2023. For tax purposes this transaction
was treated as a stock deal, so there is no step-up in basis and tax attributes. Therefore, a deferred tax liability (DTL) of $5.5 million was recognized on the book basis and
tax basis difference and recorded to the book value of the Tolerance financial royalty asset. Due to the early stages of TZIELD's commercialization, management has placed
the investment on the non-accrual method until we are able to reliably estimate future cash flows.

Ensifentrine Inventors Agreements

In March and August 2024, we acquired future milestone and royalty rights related to ensifentrine from certain ensifentrine inventors for a total of $3.8 million and
$13.6 million, respectively. On June 26, 2024, Verona Pharma plc (Nasdaq: VRNA) received FDA approval for ensifentrine for the maintenance treatment of patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (“COPD”). During three months ended September 30, 2024, Verona started commercial sales of ensifentrine (marketed as
OhtuvayreTM) in the U.S. Due to the early stages of Ohtuvayre's commercialization, management has placed the investment on the non-accrual method until we are able to
reliably estimate future cash flows.
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9 Months EndedFair Value Measurements Sep. 30, 2024
Fair Value Disclosures
[Abstract]
Fair Value Measurements Fair Value Measurements

Assets and Liabilities Measured on a Recurring Basis

The following table presents the hierarchy for our assets and liabilities measured at fair value (in thousands):
September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Assets:

Short-term investments, excluding

Viking(1) $ 19,575 $ 73,139 $ — $ 92,714 $ 7,291 $ 107,879 $ — $ 115,170

Investment in Viking common stock 63,310 — — 63,310 32,185 — — 32,185

Derivative assets(2) — — 30,379 30,379 — — 3,531 3,531

Total assets $ 82,885 $ 73,139 $ 30,379 $ 186,403 $ 39,476 $ 107,879 $ 3,531 $ 150,886

Liabilities:

Contingent liabilities - CyDex $ — $ — $ 223 $ 223 $ — $ — $ 320 $ 320

Contingent liabilities - Metabasis(3) — 3,768 — 3,768 — 2,878 — 2,878

Total liabilities $ — $ 3,768 $ 223 $ 3,991 $ — $ 2,878 $ 320 $ 3,198

(1) Excluding our investment in Viking, corporate equity securities, and US government securities, our short-term investments in marketable debt and equity securities are classified as available-for-sale securities

based on management's intentions and are at level 2 of the fair value hierarchy, as these investment securities are valued based upon quoted prices for identical or similar instruments in markets that are not active, and

model-based valuation techniques for which all significant assumptions are observable in the market. Short-term investments in bond funds are valued at their net asset value (NAV) on the last day of the period. We

have classified marketable securities with original maturities of greater than one year as short-term investments based upon our ability and intent to use any and all of those marketable securities to satisfy the liquidity

needs of our current operations. In addition, we had investment in warrants resulting from Seelos Therapeutics Inc. milestone payments that were settled in shares during the first quarter of 2019 and were at level 3 of

the fair value hierarchy, based on Black-Scholes value estimated by management on the last day of the period. This investment in warrants expired in January 2024.

(2) Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other instruments. Derivative assets which are not used for risk management purposes include: (a) acquired rights in future milestone

and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered Programs, (b) Agenus Warrant, (c) Upsize Option, (d) Viking Share Collar (e) and rights to receive from Primrose Bio 50% of milestones on two contracts previously

entered into by Primordial Genetics. The considerations were recognized as derivative assets included under current derivative assets and noncurrent derivative assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet.

They are recognized as derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging. The fair value of the Agenus Partnered Programs and the Primrose Bio derivative assets was determined using a discounted cash

flow approach, utilizing the mostly-likely cash flows which considered the probability of success for the underlying clinical programs. The discount rate used contemplates the underlying credit and business risk of

the partnered programs. At

September 30, 2024, the discount rates used range between 15% and 25%. At December 31, 2023, the discount rate used was 25%. The fair value of the Agenus Warrant and Viking Share Collar was determined using

a Black-Scholes-Merton model. The fair value of the Upsize Option was determined using a binomial option pricing model.

(3) In connection with our acquisition of Metabasis in January 2010, we issued Metabasis stockholders four tradable CVRs, one CVR from each of four respective series of CVR, for each Metabasis share. The CVRs

entitle Metabasis stockholders to cash payments as frequently as every six months as cash is received by us from proceeds from the sale or partnering of any of the Metabasis drug development programs, among other

triggering events. The liability for the CVRs is determined using quoted prices in a market that is not active for the underlying CVR. The carrying amount of the liability may fluctuate significantly based upon quoted

market prices and actual amounts paid under the agreements may be materially different than the carrying amount of the liability. Several of the Metabasis drug development programs have been outlicensed to

Viking, including VK2809. VK2809 is a novel selective TR-β agonist with potential in multiple indications, including hypercholesterolemia, dyslipidemia, NASH, and X-ALD. Under the terms of the agreement with

Viking, we may be entitled to up to $375 million of development, regulatory and commercial milestones and tiered royalties on potential future sales including a $10 million payment upon initiation of a Phase 3

clinical trial. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.2 million and increasing $0.9 million, respectively, to mark to

market. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.1 million and increasing $0.002 million, respectively, to mark to market.

A reconciliation of the level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 is as follows (in thousands):
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Assets

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 3,531

Additions to derivative assets 34,185

Fair value adjustments to derivative assets (7,337)

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 30,379

Liabilities

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 320

Payments to CVR holders and other contingent payments (200)

Fair value adjustments to contingent liabilities 103

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 223

Assets Measured on a Non-Recurring Basis

We apply fair value techniques on a non-recurring basis associated with valuing potential impairment losses related to our goodwill, intangible assets with estimated
useful lives and long-lived assets.

We evaluate goodwill annually for impairment and whenever circumstances occur indicating that goodwill might be impaired. We determine the fair value of our
reporting unit based on a combination of inputs, including the market capitalization of Ligand, as well as Level 3 inputs such as discounted cash flows, which are not
observable from the market, directly or indirectly.

We evaluate intangible assets with estimated useful lives whenever circumstances occur indicating that intangible assets may not be recoverable An impairment
evaluation is based on an undiscounted cash flow analysis at the lowest level at which cash flows of the long-lived assets are largely independent of other groups of assets
and liabilities.

There was no impairment of our goodwill, intangible assets, or long-lived assets recorded during the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023.

Fair Value of Financial Instruments

Our cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable, other current assets, financial royalty assets, accounts payable, accrued liabilities, deferred revenue, current
operating lease liabilities, current finance lease liabilities and Novan (Pelthos) other long-term liabilities are financial instruments and are recorded at cost in the
consolidated balance sheets. The estimated fair value of these financial instruments approximates their carrying value.
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9 Months EndedDebt Sep. 30, 2024
Debt Disclosure [Abstract]
Debt Debt

Revolving Credit Facility

On October 12, 2023, we entered into a $75 million revolving credit facility (the
“Revolving Credit Facility”) with Citibank, N.A. as the Administrative Agent (as defined in the
Credit Agreement). We, our material domestic subsidiaries, as Guarantors (as defined in the
Credit Agreement), and the Lenders (as defined in the Credit Agreement) entered into a credit
agreement (the “Credit Agreement”) with the Administrative Agent, under which the Lenders, the
Swingline Lender and the L/C Issuer (each as defined in the Credit Agreement) agreed to make
revolving loans, swingline loans and other financial accommodations to us (including the
issuance of letters of credit) in an aggregate amount of up to $75 million. Borrowings

under the Revolving Credit Facility accrue interest at a rate equal to either Term Secured
Overnight Financing Rate (“Term SOFR”) or a specified base rate plus an applicable margin
linked to our leverage ratio, ranging from 1.75% to 2.50% per annum for Term SOFR loans and
0.75% to 1.50% per annum for base rate loans. The Revolving Credit Facility is subject to a
commitment fee payable on the unused Revolving Credit Facility commitments ranging from
0.30% to 0.45%, depending on our leverage ratio. During the term of the Revolving Credit
Facility, we may borrow, repay and re-borrow amounts available under the Revolving Credit
Facility, subject to voluntary reductions of the swing line, letter of credit and revolving credit
commitments.

Borrowings under the Revolving Credit Facility are secured by certain of our collateral and
that of the Guarantors. In specified circumstances, additional guarantors are required to be added
to the Credit Agreement. The Credit Agreement contains customary affirmative and negative
covenants, including certain financial maintenance covenants, and events of default applicable to
us. In the event of violation of the representations, warranties and covenants made in the Credit
Agreement, we may not be able to utilize the Revolving Credit Facility or repayment of amounts
owed thereunder could be accelerated.

Amendment to Revolving Credit Facility

On July 8, 2024, we entered into the first amendment (the “Amendment”) to the Credit
Agreement, which amends the Credit Agreement to, among other things, increase the aggregate
revolving credit facility amount from $75 million to $125 million.

As of September 30, 2024, we had $124.4 million in available borrowing under the
Revolving Credit Facility, after utilizing $0.6 million for letter of credit. The maturity date of the
Revolving Credit Facility, as amended, is October 12, 2026.

As of September 30, 2024, there were no events of default or violation of any covenants
under our financing obligations.
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9 Months EndedIncome Tax Sep. 30, 2024
Income Tax Disclosure
[Abstract]
Income Tax Income Tax

Our effective tax rate may vary from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate due to the change in
the mix of earnings in various foreign and state jurisdictions with different statutory rates, the use
of previously unbenefited tax loss carryforwards to reduce foreign taxes, benefits related to tax
credits, and the tax impact of non-deductible expenses, stock award activities and other
permanent differences between income before income taxes and taxable income. The effective tax
rate for the three months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023 was (13.1)% and 15.4%,
respectively, and the nine months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023 was 35.1% and 23.5%,
respectively. The variance from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate of 21% for the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2024 was primarily due to Internal Revenue Code Section 162(m)
limitation on deduction for officer compensation, other non-deductible items, and income from
foreign operations, which were partially offset by the foreign derived intangible income tax
benefit. The variance from the U.S. federal statutory tax rate of 21% for the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2023 was primarily due to Internal Revenue Code Section 162(m)
limitation on deduction for officer compensation, non-deductible incentive stock option (ISO)
related stock compensation expense, which were partially offset by foreign derived intangible
income tax benefit during the period.
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9 Months EndedStockholders' Equity Sep. 30, 2024
Equity [Abstract]
Stockholders' Equity Stockholders’ Equity

We grant options and awards to employees and non-employee directors pursuant to a stockholder approved stock incentive plan, which is described in further detail in
Note 10, Stockholders’ Equity, of the Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements in our 2023 Annual Report.

In June 2024, our stockholders approved the amendment and restatement of the Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated 2002 Stock Incentive Plan, which increased the
shares available for issuance by 1.3 million.

The following is a summary of our stock option and restricted stock activity and related information:
Stock Options Restricted Stock Awards

Shares
Weighted-

Average Exercise Price Shares

Weighted-
Average Grant Date

Fair Value

Balance as of December 31, 2023 2,640,458 $ 65.70 350,905 $ 81.22

Granted 743,117 $ 85.71 318,588 $ 85.23

Options exercised/RSUs vested (784,467) $ 59.07 (126,793) $ 85.55

Forfeited (57,161) $ 70.71 (42,870) $ 72.32

Balance as of September 30, 2024 2,541,947 $ 73.48 499,830 $ 83.44

As of September 30, 2024, outstanding options to purchase 1.4 million shares were exercisable with a weighted average exercise price per share of $70.27.

Employee Stock Purchase Plan

The price at which common stock is purchased under the Amended Employee Stock Purchase Plan, or ESPP, is equal to 85% of the fair market value of the common
stock on the first or last day of the offering period, whichever is lower. As of September 30, 2024, 26,244 shares were available for future purchases under the ESPP.

At-the-Market Equity Offering Program

On September 30, 2022, we filed a registration statement on Form S-3 (the “Shelf Registration Statement”), which became automatically effective upon filing,
covering the offering of common stock, preferred stock, debt securities, warrants and units.

On September 30, 2022, we also entered into an At-The-Market Equity Offering Sales Agreement (the “Sales Agreement”) with Stifel, Nicolaus & Company,
Incorporated (the “Agent”), under which we may, from time to time, sell shares of our common stock having an aggregate offering price of up to $100 million in “at the
market” offerings through the Agent (the “ATM Offering”). The Shelf Registration Statement included a prospectus covering the offering, issuance and sale of up to
$100 million of our common stock from time to time through the ATM Offering. The shares to be sold under the Sales Agreement may be issued and sold pursuant to the
Shelf Registration Statement. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we issued 334,325 shares of common stock in the ATM Offering, generating
proceeds of $34.3 million, net of commissions and other transaction costs.

Share Repurchases

In April 2023, our Board of Directors (the “Board”) has approved a stock repurchase program authorizing, but not requiring, the repurchase of up to $50 million of
our common stock from time to time through April 2026. We expect to acquire shares, if at all, primarily through open-market transactions in accordance with all applicable
requirements of Rule 10b-18 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). The timing and amount of repurchase transactions will be
determined by management based on our evaluation of market conditions, share price, legal requirements and other factors. Authorization to repurchase $50 million of our
common stock remained available as of September 30, 2024.
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9 Months EndedCommitment and
Contingencies Sep. 30, 2024

Commitments and
Contingencies Disclosure
[Abstract]
Commitment and
Contingencies

Commitment and Contingencies
Legal Proceedings

We record an estimate of a loss when the loss is considered probable and estimable. Where
a liability is probable and there is a range of estimated loss and no amount in the range is more
likely than any other number in the range, we record the minimum estimated liability related to
the claim in accordance with ASC 450, Contingencies. As additional information becomes
available, we assess the potential liability related to our pending litigation and revises our
estimates. Revisions in our estimates of potential liability could materially impact our results of
operations.

On October 31, 2019, we received three civil complaints filed in the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Ohio on behalf of several Indian tribes. The Northern District of Ohio is
the Court that the Judicial Panel on Multi-District Litigation (“JPML”) has assigned more than
one thousand civil cases which have been designated as a Multi-District Litigation (“MDL”) and
captioned In Re: National Prescription Opiate Litigation. The allegations in these complaints
focus on the activities of defendants other than us and no individualized factual allegations have
been advanced against us in any of the three filed complaints. We reject all claims raised in the
complaints and intend to vigorously defend against these matters.

From time to time, we may also become subject to other legal proceedings or claims
arising in the ordinary course of our business. We currently believe that none of the claims or
actions pending against us is likely to have, individually or in aggregate, a material adverse effect
on our business, financial condition or results of operations. Given the unpredictability inherent in
litigation, however, we cannot predict the outcome of these matters.

Operating Leases

During the nine months ended September 30, 2024, we entered into a lease
agreement for our office located in Boston, Massachusetts, which resulted in a
$1.6 million increase in both operating lease assets and operating lease liabilities
at lease commencement.
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedPay vs Performance
Disclosure - USD ($)

$ in Thousands
Sep. 30,

2024
Jun. 30,

2024
Mar. 31,

2024
Sep. 30,

2023
Jun. 30,

2023
Mar. 31,

2023
Sep. 30,

2024
Sep. 30,

2023
Pay vs Performance
Disclosure
Net income (loss) $ (7,172) $

(51,911) $ 86,139 $
(10,273) $ 2,290 $ 41,949 $ 27,056 $ 33,966
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3 Months EndedInsider Trading
Arrangements Sep. 30, 2024

Trading Arrangements, by Individual
Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted false
Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted false
Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated false
Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated false
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9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies (Policies) Sep. 30, 2024

Organization, Consolidation
and Presentation of
Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Business Business

We are a biopharmaceutical company enabling scientific advancement through supporting
the clinical development of high-value medicines. We do this by providing financing, licensing
our technologies or both. We operate in one reportable segment: development and licensing of
biopharmaceutical assets.

Basis of Presentation Basis of Presentation

Our unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements include the financial
statements of Ligand and its wholly-owned subsidiaries. All significant
intercompany accounts and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation.
We have included all adjustments, consisting only of normal recurring
adjustments, which we considered necessary for a fair presentation of our
financial results. These unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements
and accompanying notes should be read together with the audited consolidated
financial statements included in our 2023 Annual Report. Interim financial
results are not necessarily indicative of the results that may be expected for the
full year.

Reclassification Reclassification

Certain reclassifications have been made to the previously issued audited consolidated
financial statements to conform with the current period presentation. Specifically, within the
consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2023, our commercial license and other economic
rights line has been reclassified to long-term portion of financial royalty assets, net, and to other
assets, and a portion of other investments has been reclassified from other assets. Moreover,
noncurrent derivative assets as of December 31, 2023, have been reclassified from other assets.

In addition, within the unaudited condensed consolidated statement of operations for the
three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, royalties have been reclassified to revenue
from intangible royalty assets, and a portion of the contract revenue has been reclassified to
income from financial royalty assets.

Discontinued Operations Discontinued Operations

The Company determined that the spin-off of the OmniAb Business in November 2022
met the criteria for classification as a discontinued operation in accordance with ASC Subtopic
205-20, Discontinued Operations (“ASC 205-20”). Accordingly, the accompanying condensed
consolidated financial statements have been updated to present the results of all discontinued
operations reported as a separate component of loss in the condensed consolidated statements of
operations and comprehensive loss (see Note 5, Spin-off of OmniAb). All disclosures have been
adjusted to reflect continuing operations.

Use of Estimates Use of Estimates
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The preparation of unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements in conformity
with GAAP requires the use of estimates and assumptions that affect the amounts reported in the
unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements and the accompanying notes. Actual
results may differ from those estimates.

Revenue and Other Income Revenue and Other Income

Our revenue is generated primarily from royalties on sales of products commercialized by
our partners, Captisol material sales, income from financial royalty assets, and contract revenue
for license fees, technical, regulatory and sales-based milestone payments. Other operating
income is primarily related to milestone income received for financial royalty assets that have
been fully amortized or where there is no underlying asset recognized on the consolidated balance
sheets.

We apply the following five-step model in accordance with ASC 606, Revenue from
Contracts with Customers, in order to determine the revenue: (i) identification of the promised
goods or services in the contract; (ii) determination of whether the promised goods or services are
performance obligations, including whether they are distinct in the context of the contract; (iii)
measurement of the transaction price, including the constraint on variable consideration; (iv)
allocation of the transaction price to the performance obligations; and (v) recognition of revenue
when (or as) the Company satisfies each performance obligation.

Revenue from Intangible Royalty Assets

We receive royalty revenue from intangible royalty assets on sales by our partners of
products covered by patents that we or our partners own under contractual agreements. We do not
have future performance obligations under these license arrangements. We generally satisfy our
obligation to grant intellectual property rights on the effective date of the contract. However, we
apply the royalty recognition constraint required under the guidance for sales-based royalties
which requires a royalty to be recorded no sooner than when the underlying sale occurs.
Therefore, royalties on sales of products commercialized by our partners are recognized in the
quarter the product is sold. Our partners generally report sales information to us on a one quarter
lag. Thus, we estimate the expected royalty proceeds based on an analysis of historical experience
and interim data provided by our partners including their publicly announced sales. Differences
between actual and estimated royalty revenues, which have not been material, are adjusted in the
period in which they become known, typically the following quarter.

Income from Financial Royalty Assets

Effective January 1, 2024, we introduced a new line item “income from financial royalty
assets”, which was included in “contract revenue” in prior periods. Accordingly, the prior year
period amounts have been reclassified to align with the current period presentation.

We recognize income from financial royalty assets when there is a reasonable expectation
about the timing and amount of cash flows expected to be collected. Income is calculated by
multiplying the carrying value of the financial royalty asset by the periodic effective interest rate.

We account for financial royalty assets related to developmental pipeline or recently
commercialized products on a non-accrual basis. Developmental pipeline products are non-
commercialized, non-approved products that require FDA or other regulatory approval, and thus
have uncertain cash flows. Newly commercialized products typically do not have an established
reliable sales pattern, and thus have uncertain cash flows.

Captisol Sales
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Revenue from Captisol sales is recognized when control of Captisol material is transferred
or intellectual property license rights are granted to our customers in an amount that reflects the
consideration we expect to receive from our customers in exchange for those products or rights.
A performance obligation is considered distinct from other obligations in a contract when it
provides a benefit to the customer either on its own or together with other resources that are
readily available to the customer and is separately identified in the contract. For Captisol material
or intellectual property license rights, we consider our performance obligation satisfied once we
have transferred control of the product or granted the intellectual property rights, meaning the
customer has the ability to use and obtain the benefit of the Captisol material or intellectual
property license right. We recognize revenue for satisfied performance obligations only when we
determine there are no uncertainties regarding payment terms or transfer of control. Sales tax and
other taxes we collect concurrent with revenue-producing activities are excluded from revenue.
We have elected to recognize the cost of freight and shipping when control over Captisol material
has transferred to the customer as an expense in cost of Captisol. We expense incremental costs of
obtaining a contract when incurred if the expected amortization period of the asset that we would
have recognized is one year or less or the amount is immaterial. We did not incur any incremental
costs of obtaining a contract during the periods reported.

Contract Revenue and Other Income

Our contracts with customers often include variable consideration in the form of
contingent milestone payments. We include contingent milestone payments in the estimated
transaction price when it is probable a significant reversal in the amount of cumulative revenue
recognized will not occur. These estimates are based on historical experience, anticipated results
and our best judgment at the time. If the contingent milestone payment is based on sales, we
apply the royalty recognition constraint and record revenue when the underlying sale has taken
place. Significant judgments must be made in determining the transaction price for our sales of
intellectual property. Because of the risk that products in development with our partners will not
reach development milestones or receive regulatory approval, we generally recognize any
contingent payments that would be due to us upon the development milestone or regulatory
approval.

Some customer contracts are sublicenses which require that we make payments to an
upstream licensor related to license fees, milestones and royalties which we receive from
customers. In such cases, we evaluate the determination of gross revenue as a principal versus net
revenue as an agent reporting based on each individual agreement.

Other income is primarily related to milestone income received for financial royalty assets
that have been fully amortized or where there is no underlying asset recognized on the
consolidated balance sheets.

Deferred Revenue

Depending on the terms of the arrangement, we may also defer a portion of the
consideration received because we have to satisfy a future obligation. The timing
of revenue recognition, billings and cash collections results in billed accounts
receivable, unbilled receivables (contract assets), and customer advances and
deposits (contract liabilities) on the consolidated balance sheet. Except for
royalty revenue and certain service revenue, we generally receive payment at the
point we satisfy our obligation or soon after. Any fees billed in advance of being
earned are recorded as deferred revenue.

Short-term Investments Short-term Investments
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Gain (loss) from short-term investments in our condensed consolidated statements of
operations includes both realized and unrealized gain (loss) from our short-term investments in
public equity and warrant securities.

Allowances are recorded for available-for-sale debt securities with unrealized losses. This
limits the amount of credit losses that can be recognized for available-for-sale debt securities to
the amount by which carrying value exceeds fair value and requires the reversal of previously
recognized credit losses if fair value increases. The provisions of the credit losses standard did
not have a material impact on our available-for-sale debt securities during the three and nine
months ended September 30, 2024 and 2023.

Our investment policy is capital preservation and we only invest in U.S.-dollar
denominated investments.

Accounts Receivable and
Allowance for Credit Losses

Accounts Receivable and Allowance for Credit Losses

Our accounts receivable arise primarily from sales on credit to customers. We
establish an allowance for credit losses to present the net amount of accounts
receivable expected to be collected. The allowance is determined by using the
loss-rate method, which requires an estimation of loss rates based upon historical
loss experience adjusted for factors that are relevant to determining the expected
collectability of accounts receivable. Some of these factors include
macroeconomic conditions that correlate with historical loss experience,
delinquency trends, aging behavior of receivables and credit and liquidity quality
indicators for industry groups, customer classes or individual customers.

Inventory Inventory

Inventory, which consists of finished goods (Captisol), is stated at the lower of cost or net
realizable value. We determine cost using the specific identification method.

We analyze our inventory levels periodically and write down inventory to net
realizable value if it has become obsolete, has a cost basis in excess of its
expected net realizable value or is in excess of expected requirements.

Financial Royalty Assets, net
(formerly known as
Commercial License Rights)

Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)

Financial royalty assets represent a portfolio of future milestone and royalty payment
rights acquired that are passive in nature (i.e., we do not own the intellectual property or have the
right to commercialize the underlying products).

Although a financial royalty asset does not have the contractual terms typical of a loan
(such as contractual principal and interest), we account for financial royalty assets under ASC
310, Receivables. Our financial royalty assets are classified similar to loans receivable and are
measured at amortized cost using the prospective effective interest method described in ASC
835-30 Imputation of Interest.

The effective interest rate is calculated by forecasting the expected cash flows to be
received over the life of the asset relative to the initial invested amount. The effective interest rate
is recalculated in each reporting period as the difference between expected cash flows and actual
cash flows are realized and as there are changes to expected future cash flows.

The gross carrying value of a financial royalty asset is made up of the opening balance, or
net purchase price for a new financial royalty asset, which is increased by accrued interest income
(except for assets under the non-accrual method) and decreased by cash receipts in the period to
arrive at the ending balance.
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We evaluate financial royalty assets for recoverability on an individual basis by comparing
the effective interest rate at each reporting date to that of the prior period. If the effective interest
rate is lower for the current period than the prior period, and if the gross cash flows have declined
(expected and collected), we record provision expense for the change in expected cash flows. The
provision is measured as the difference between the financial royalty asset’s amortized cost basis
and the net present value of the expected future cash flows, calculated using the prior period’s
effective interest rate.

In addition to the above allowance, we recognize an allowance for current expected credit
losses under ASC 326, Financial Instruments – Credit Losses on our financial royalty assets. The
credit rating, which is primarily based on publicly available data and updated quarterly, is the
primary credit quality indicator used to determine the credit loss provision.

The carrying value of financial royalty assets is presented net of the cumulative allowance
for changes in expected future cash flows and expected credit losses. The initial amount and
subsequent revisions in allowances for changes in expected future cash flows and expected credit
losses are recorded as part of general and administrative expenses on the condensed consolidated
statements of operations.

When we are reasonably certain that a part of a financial royalty asset’s net carrying value
(or all of it) is not recoverable, we recognize a permanent impairment which is recorded in a
financial royalty asset impairment on the condensed consolidated statements of operations. To the
extent there was an allowance previously recorded for this asset, the amount of such impairment
is written off against the allowance at the time that such a determination is made. Any future
recoveries from such impairment are recognized when cash is collected in a respective period
earnings.

The current portion of financial royalty assets represents an estimation for current quarter
royalty receipts which are collected during the subsequent quarter. This portion is presented in
other current assets on our consolidated balance sheets, net of the allowance for expected credit
losses.

Derivative Assets Derivative Assets

Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other
instruments. Derivative assets which are not used for risk management purposes, include: (a)
acquired rights in future milestone and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered Programs (as
defined below), (b) Agenus Warrant (as defined below), (c) option to invest up to $25 million to
milestone and royalty rights which expires on June 30, 2025 ("Upsize Option"), and (d) rights to
receive from Primrose Bio 50% of milestones on two contracts previously entered into by
Primordial Genetics.

Equity Method Investment Equity Method Investment

Investments that we do not consolidate but in which we have significant influence over the
operating and financial policies of the investee are classified as equity method investments and
are accounted for using the equity method of accounting.

In applying the equity method of accounting, investments are initially recorded at cost and
are subsequently adjusted based on our proportionate share of net income or loss of the investee,
net of any distributions received from the investee and any impairment.

Other Investments Other Investments
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Other investments represent our investments in equity securities of third parties in which
we do not have control or significant influence. Our equity securities investments do not have a
readily determinable or estimable fair value and are measured using the measurement alternative,
which is cost less impairment, if any, and adjustments resulting from observable price changes in
orderly transactions for the identical or similar investment of the same issuer. The amount of such
impairment or adjustment recognized during the period is presented in other non-operating
income (expense) in our condensed consolidated statements of operations.

Share-Based Compensation Share-Based Compensation

Share-based compensation expense for awards to employees and non-employee
directors is a non-cash expense and is recognized on a straight-line basis over the
vesting period.

Net (Loss) Income Per Share Net (Loss) Income Per Share

Basic net (loss) income per share is calculated by dividing net (loss) income by the
weighted average number of common shares outstanding during the period. Diluted net income
per share is computed based on the sum of the weighted average number of common shares and
potentially dilutive common shares outstanding during the period. Diluted net loss per share is
computed based on the sum of the weighted average number of common shares outstanding
during the period.

Potentially dilutive common shares consist of shares issuable under the 2023
Notes, stock options and restricted stock. Although we paid off the 2023 Notes in
May 2023, it would have a dilutive impact when the average market price of our
common stock exceeds the maximum conversion price during the nine months
ended September 30, 2023. It was our intent and policy to settle conversions
through combination settlement, which involved payment in cash equal to the
principal portion and delivery of shares of common stock for the excess of the
conversion value over the principal portion. Potentially dilutive common shares
from stock options and restricted stock are determined using the average share
price for each period under the treasury stock method. In addition, the following
amounts are assumed to be used to repurchase shares: proceeds from exercise of
stock options and the average amount of unrecognized compensation expense for
the awards.

Foreign Currency Translation Foreign Currency Translation

The Euro is the functional currency of Apeiron and the corresponding financial statements
have been translated into U.S. Dollars in accordance with ASC 830-30, Translation of Financial
Statements. Assets and liabilities are translated at end-of-period rates while revenues and
expenses are translated at average rates in effect during the period in which the activity took
place. Equity is translated at historical rates and the resulting cumulative translation adjustments
are included as a component of accumulated other comprehensive income (loss).

Accounting Standards Not Yet
Adopted

Accounting Standards Not Yet Adopted

In November 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-07, Segment Reporting (Topic 280):
Improvements to Reportable Segment Disclosures. The update, among other things, requires
disclosure of certain significant segment expenses. We will adopt the updated accounting
guidance in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ending December 31, 2024. We do not
expect the adoption of the new accounting guidance will have a material impact to our
consolidated financial statements.
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In December 2023, the FASB issued ASU 2023-09, Income Taxes (Topic 740):
Improvements to Income Tax Disclosures. The update requires a public business entity to disclose,
on an annual basis, a tabular rate reconciliation using both percentages and currency amounts,
broken out into specified categories with certain reconciling items further broken out by nature
and jurisdiction to the extent those items exceed a specified threshold. In addition, all entities are
required to disclose income taxes paid, net of refunds received disaggregated by federal, state/
local, and foreign and by jurisdiction if the amount is at least 5% of total income tax payments,
net of refunds received. Adoption of the ASU allows for either the prospective or retrospective
application of the amendment and is effective for annual periods beginning after December 15,
2024, with early adoption permitted. We have not yet completed the assessment of the impact of
ASU 2023-09 on our consolidated financial statements.

In November 2024, the FASB issued ASU No. 2024-03, Income Statement—Reporting
Comprehensive Income (Subtopic 220-40): Expense Disaggregation Disclosures. This update
requires entities to disaggregate operating expenses into specific categories, such as salaries and
wages, depreciation, and amortization, to provide enhanced transparency into the nature and

function of expenses. ASU 2024-03 is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15,
2026, with early adoption permitted. ASU 2024-03 may be applied retrospectively or
prospectively. We are currently evaluating the new guidance to determine the impact it may have
on our consolidated financial statements and related disclosures.

We do not believe that any other recently issued, but not yet effective accounting
pronouncements, if adopted, would have a material impact on our consolidated financial
statements or disclosures.
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9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies (Tables) Sep. 30, 2024

Organization, Consolidation
and Presentation of
Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Schedule of Revenue by
Source

The following table represents disaggregation of royalties, Captisol and contract revenue and other income (in thousands):
Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Royalties

Kyprolis $ 11,599 $ 10,537 $ 27,229 $ 24,862

Evomela 1,747 2,497 5,877 7,404

Teriparatide injection 2,376 2,800 6,520 9,913

Rylaze 3,886 3,678 10,070 9,315

Filspari 3,206 1,122 7,402 1,707

Vaxneuvance 1,466 1,313 3,962 2,990

Other 2,272 1,916 6,452 5,256

Revenue from intangible royalty assets 26,552 23,863 67,512 61,447

Income from financial royalty assets 5,157 25 6,454 1,026

31,709 23,888 73,966 62,473

Captisol 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450

Contract revenue and other income

Milestone and other 13,848 372 25,444 16,290

Other income — — 1,944 —

Contract revenue and other income 13,848 372 27,388 16,290

Total $ 51,812 $ 32,868 $ 124,321 $ 103,213
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Schedule of Short-Term
Investments

Our short-term investments consist of the following at September 30, 2024 and December 31, 2023 (in thousands):

September 30, 2024 Amortized cost Gross unrealized gains Gross unrealized losses Estimated fair value

Bond fund $ 39,512 $ — $ (265) $ 39,247

U.S. government securities 19,051 31 — 19,082

Bank deposits 12,280 21 — 12,301

Corporate bonds 10,969 30 (3) 10,996

Commercial paper 10,591 5 (1) 10,595

Corporate equity securities 6,551 — (6,058) 493

$ 98,954 $ 87 $ (6,327) 92,714

Viking common stock 63,310

Total short-term investments $ 156,024

December 31, 2023

Bond fund $ 63,763 $ — $ (537) $ 63,226

Bank deposits 17,165 12 (1) 17,176

Corporate bonds 14,850 40 (2) 14,888

Commercial paper 11,578 9 (1) 11,586

U.S. government securities 6,736 18 (3) 6,751

Municipal bonds 1,007 — (4) 1,003

Corporate equity securities 5,775 — (5,235) 540

$ 120,874 $ 79 $ (5,783) 115,170

Viking common stock 32,185

Total short-term investments $ 147,355

Schedule of Available-for-Sale
Debt Securities

The following table summarizes our available-for-sale debt securities by contractual maturity (in thousands):

September 30, 2024

Amortized Cost Fair Value

Within one year $ 91,072 $ 91,152

After one year through five years 4,647 4,655

Total $ 95,719 $ 95,807

Schedule of Goodwill and
Other Identifiable Intangible
Assets

Goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Indefinite-lived intangible assets

Goodwill $ 105,250 $ 103,370

Definite lived intangible assets

Complete technology 39,249 42,911

Less: accumulated amortization (19,072) (20,894)

Trade name 2,642 2,642

Less: accumulated amortization (1,810) (1,710)

Customer relationships 29,600 29,600

Less: accumulated amortization (20,280) (19,161)

Contractual relationships 360,000 360,000

Less: accumulated amortization (115,424) (93,782)

Total goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets, net $ 380,155 $ 402,976

Schedule of Derivative Assets Derivative assets consist of the following (in thousands):
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September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Agenus Upsize Option (expires on 6/30/25) $ 3,815 $ —

Viking shares collar 7,318 —

Total current derivative assets $ 11,133 $ —

Primrose mRNA $ 2,921 $ 3,531

Agenus Partner Programs 14,099 —

Agenus Warrant (5 years contractual term) 2,226 —

Total noncurrent derivative assets $ 19,246 $ 3,531

Schedule of Other Investment Other investments consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Equity securities in Primrose Bio $ 6,712 $ 32,726

InvIOs investment 4,196 —

Neuritek warrants — 3,000

Palvella Series C preferred stock 1,000 1,000

Total other investments $ 11,908 $ 36,726

Schedule of Inventory in Other
Assets

inventory (raw materials and work in process related to the manufacturing of finished goods) for the preparation of commercial supplies of
ZELSUVMI™ by Pelthos Therapeutics, a wholly owned subsidiary of Ligand. For additional information on ZELSUVMI, see Note 4,
Acquisitions. Below is a summary of the inventory included in other current assets (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Raw materials $ 2,495 $ 420

Work in process 260 195

Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets $ 2,755 $ 615

Schedule of Accrued
Liabilities

Accrued liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):
September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Compensation $ 3,830 $ 4,682

Subcontractor 1,756 1,756

Professional fees 3,296 2,394

Customer deposit 621 621

Supplier 276 303

Royalties owed to third parties 2,989 900

Amounts owed to former licensees — 45

Other 2,832 1,766

Total accrued liabilities $ 15,600 $ 12,467

Schedule of Other Long Term
Liabilities

Other long-term liabilities consist of the following (in thousands):

September 30, December 31,

2024 2023

Unrecognized tax benefits $ 14,481 $ 14,039

Novan (Pelthos) contract liability 15,324 13,700

Other long-term liabilities 69 19

$ 29,874 $ 27,758

Schedule of Accounting for
Share-Based Compensation

The following table summarizes share-based compensation expense recorded as components of research and development expenses and general
and administrative expenses for the periods indicated (in thousands):
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Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

SBC - Research and development expenses $ 982 $ 1,639 $ 2,588 $ 5,362

SBC - General and administrative expenses 14,189 5,245 30,977 14,660

$ 15,171 $ 6,884 $ 33,565 $ 20,022

Schedule of Fair-Value
Options Awarded to
Employees and Directors

The fair value for options that were awarded to employees and directors was estimated at the date of grant using the Black-Scholes option valuation model with the
following weighted-average assumptions:

Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Risk-free interest rate 4.4% 4.3% 4.3% 4.1%

Dividend yield — — — —

Expected volatility 44.7% 44.7% 44.7% 51.5%

Expected term (years) 4.7 5.2 4.7 5.3

Schedule of Computation of
Basic and Diluted Earnings per
Share

The following table presents the calculation of weighted average shares used to calculate basic and diluted earnings per share (in thousands):
Three months ended Nine months ended

September 30, September 30,

2024 2023 2024 2023

Weighted average shares outstanding: 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241

Dilutive potential common shares:

Restricted stock — — 173 82

Stock options — — 340 302

2023 Notes — — — 159

Shares used to compute diluted income (loss) per share 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784

Potentially dilutive shares excluded from calculation due to anti-dilutive effect 1,099 4,762 1,815 4,663
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9 Months EndedSale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio

(Tables) Sep. 30, 2024

Discontinued Operations
and Disposal Groups
[Abstract]
Schedule of Carrying Amounts
of Major Classes of Assets and
Liabilities Related to Assets
Held for Sale

We determined that the sale of Pelican meets the definition of a deconsolidation of a business. Net assets sold together with allocated goodwill and cash consideration
paid were as follows (in thousands):

Property and equipment, net $ 8,250

Intangible assets 19,895

Other assets 717

Operating lease right-of-use assets 8,693

Finance lease right-of-use assets 20

Accrued liabilities (630)

Deferred revenue (495)

Long-term operating lease liabilities (8,445)

Other liabilities (74)

Net assets sold 27,931

Allocated goodwill 4,132

Cash consideration paid 15,000

$ 47,063

Schedule of Fair Value of the
Consideration

Fair value of the consideration received includes the following (in thousands):

Equity method investment $ 13,706

Equity securities 32,278

Derivative assets 3,200

$ 49,184
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9 Months EndedAcquisitions (Tables) Sep. 30, 2024
Business Combination, Asset
Acquisition, and Joint
Venture Formation
[Abstract]
Schedule of Recognized
Identified Assets Acquired and
Liabilities Assumed

The amount of purchase consideration was allocated to the acquisition date fair values of acquired assets and assumed liabilities as follows (in thousands):

Cash and cash equivalents $ 13,437

Contract assets (financial royalty assets) 106,156

Other assets 8,965

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (3,740)

Income tax payable (1,276)

Deferred tax liabilities, net (18,109)

Total fair value of net assets acquired $ 105,433

The following table sets forth an allocation of the purchase price to the identifiable tangible and intangible assets acquired and liabilities
assumed, with the excess recorded to goodwill (in thousands):
Restricted cash $ 583

Property and equipment, net 13,054

Operating lease right-of-use asset 3,683

Other assets 137

Deferred tax asset 1,013

Intangible assets acquired 10,700

Goodwill 3,709

Deferred revenue (4,508)

Operating lease liabilities (3,683)

Other liabilities (13,700)

Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received 10,988

DIP loan fees and interest 1,162

Total consideration $ 12,150
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9 Months EndedFinancial Royalty Assets, net
(formerly known as

Commercial License Rights)
(Tables)

Sep. 30, 2024

Organization, Consolidation
and Presentation of
Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Schedule of Financial Royalty
Assets

Financial royalty assets consist of the following (in thousands):
September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Gross carrying

value(2) Allowance (1)

Net carrying

value (2)

Gross carrying

value Allowance (1)

Net carrying

value

Apeiron $ 113,371 $ (735) $ 112,636 $ — $ — $ —

Agenus (Bot/Bal) 40,815 (408) 40,407 — — —

Elutia (CorMatrix) 10,032 (2,607) 7,425 13,304 (7,490) 5,814

Selexis 242 (58) 184 940 (179) 761

Ovid (Soticlestat) 4,122 (41) 4,081 30,310 (303) 30,007

Tolerance Therapeutics (TZIELD) 25,698 (101) 25,597 25,810 (101) 25,709

Ensifentrine inventors 16,018 (481) 15,537 — — —

Total financial royalty assets, net $ 210,298 $ (4,431) $ 205,867 $ 70,364 $ (8,073) $ 62,291

(1) The amounts of allowance include cumulated allowance for changes in expected cash flows and cumulated allowance for current expected credit losses.

(2) The amounts include $6.6 million current portion of financial royalty assets which represents an estimation for current quarter royalty receipts that are collected during the subsequent quarter. This portion is

presented in other current assets on our condensed consolidated balance sheet as of September 30, 2024.
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9 Months EndedFair Value Measurements
(Tables) Sep. 30, 2024

Fair Value Disclosures
[Abstract]
Schedule of Assets and
Liabilities Measured at Fair
Value

The following table presents the hierarchy for our assets and liabilities measured at fair value (in thousands):
September 30, 2024 December 31, 2023

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Assets:

Short-term investments, excluding

Viking(1) $ 19,575 $ 73,139 $ — $ 92,714 $ 7,291 $ 107,879 $ — $ 115,170

Investment in Viking common stock 63,310 — — 63,310 32,185 — — 32,185

Derivative assets(2) — — 30,379 30,379 — — 3,531 3,531

Total assets $ 82,885 $ 73,139 $ 30,379 $ 186,403 $ 39,476 $ 107,879 $ 3,531 $ 150,886

Liabilities:

Contingent liabilities - CyDex $ — $ — $ 223 $ 223 $ — $ — $ 320 $ 320

Contingent liabilities - Metabasis(3) — 3,768 — 3,768 — 2,878 — 2,878

Total liabilities $ — $ 3,768 $ 223 $ 3,991 $ — $ 2,878 $ 320 $ 3,198

(1) Excluding our investment in Viking, corporate equity securities, and US government securities, our short-term investments in marketable debt and equity securities are classified as available-for-sale securities

based on management's intentions and are at level 2 of the fair value hierarchy, as these investment securities are valued based upon quoted prices for identical or similar instruments in markets that are not active, and

model-based valuation techniques for which all significant assumptions are observable in the market. Short-term investments in bond funds are valued at their net asset value (NAV) on the last day of the period. We

have classified marketable securities with original maturities of greater than one year as short-term investments based upon our ability and intent to use any and all of those marketable securities to satisfy the liquidity

needs of our current operations. In addition, we had investment in warrants resulting from Seelos Therapeutics Inc. milestone payments that were settled in shares during the first quarter of 2019 and were at level 3 of

the fair value hierarchy, based on Black-Scholes value estimated by management on the last day of the period. This investment in warrants expired in January 2024.

(2) Derivative assets include instruments used for risk-management purposes, and other instruments. Derivative assets which are not used for risk management purposes include: (a) acquired rights in future milestone

and royalty payments from Agenus Partnered Programs, (b) Agenus Warrant, (c) Upsize Option, (d) Viking Share Collar (e) and rights to receive from Primrose Bio 50% of milestones on two contracts previously

entered into by Primordial Genetics. The considerations were recognized as derivative assets included under current derivative assets and noncurrent derivative assets in our condensed consolidated balance sheet.

They are recognized as derivative assets under ASC 815, Derivatives and Hedging. The fair value of the Agenus Partnered Programs and the Primrose Bio derivative assets was determined using a discounted cash

flow approach, utilizing the mostly-likely cash flows which considered the probability of success for the underlying clinical programs. The discount rate used contemplates the underlying credit and business risk of

the partnered programs. At

September 30, 2024, the discount rates used range between 15% and 25%. At December 31, 2023, the discount rate used was 25%. The fair value of the Agenus Warrant and Viking Share Collar was determined using

a Black-Scholes-Merton model. The fair value of the Upsize Option was determined using a binomial option pricing model.

(3) In connection with our acquisition of Metabasis in January 2010, we issued Metabasis stockholders four tradable CVRs, one CVR from each of four respective series of CVR, for each Metabasis share. The CVRs

entitle Metabasis stockholders to cash payments as frequently as every six months as cash is received by us from proceeds from the sale or partnering of any of the Metabasis drug development programs, among other

triggering events. The liability for the CVRs is determined using quoted prices in a market that is not active for the underlying CVR. The carrying amount of the liability may fluctuate significantly based upon quoted

market prices and actual amounts paid under the agreements may be materially different than the carrying amount of the liability. Several of the Metabasis drug development programs have been outlicensed to

Viking, including VK2809. VK2809 is a novel selective TR-β agonist with potential in multiple indications, including hypercholesterolemia, dyslipidemia, NASH, and X-ALD. Under the terms of the agreement with

Viking, we may be entitled to up to $375 million of development, regulatory and commercial milestones and tiered royalties on potential future sales including a $10 million payment upon initiation of a Phase 3

clinical trial. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2024, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.2 million and increasing $0.9 million, respectively, to mark to

market. During the three and nine months ended September 30, 2023, we adjusted the balance of the Metabasis CVR liability by decreasing $0.1 million and increasing $0.002 million, respectively, to mark to market.

Schedule of Reconciliation of
Level 3 Financial Instruments

A reconciliation of the level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 is as follows (in thousands):

Assets

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 3,531

Additions to derivative assets 34,185

Fair value adjustments to derivative assets (7,337)

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 30,379

Liabilities

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of December 31, 2023 $ 320

Payments to CVR holders and other contingent payments (200)

Fair value adjustments to contingent liabilities 103

Fair value of level 3 financial instruments as of September 30, 2024 $ 223
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9 Months EndedStockholders' Equity
(Tables) Sep. 30, 2024

Equity [Abstract]
Schedule of Stock Option Plan
Activity

The following is a summary of our stock option and restricted stock activity and related information:
Stock Options Restricted Stock Awards

Shares
Weighted-

Average Exercise Price Shares

Weighted-
Average Grant Date

Fair Value

Balance as of December 31, 2023 2,640,458 $ 65.70 350,905 $ 81.22

Granted 743,117 $ 85.71 318,588 $ 85.23

Options exercised/RSUs vested (784,467) $ 59.07 (126,793) $ 85.55

Forfeited (57,161) $ 70.71 (42,870) $ 72.32

Balance as of September 30, 2024 2,541,947 $ 73.48 499,830 $ 83.44

Schedule of Restricted Stock
Activity

The following is a summary of our stock option and restricted stock activity and related information:
Stock Options Restricted Stock Awards

Shares
Weighted-

Average Exercise Price Shares

Weighted-
Average Grant Date

Fair Value

Balance as of December 31, 2023 2,640,458 $ 65.70 350,905 $ 81.22

Granted 743,117 $ 85.71 318,588 $ 85.23

Options exercised/RSUs vested (784,467) $ 59.07 (126,793) $ 85.55

Forfeited (57,161) $ 70.71 (42,870) $ 72.32

Balance as of September 30, 2024 2,541,947 $ 73.48 499,830 $ 83.44
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1
Months
Ended

3 Months Ended 9 Months Ended
Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Narrative (Details)

shares in Thousands

Jan.
31,

2010
cvr

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)
position
shares

Sep. 30,
2023

USD ($)
shares

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)
position
segment
shares

Sep. 30,
2023

USD ($)
shares

Jun. 30,
2024

USD ($)

May 29,
2024

USD ($)

Dec. 31,
2023

USD ($)

Sep. 18,
2023

contract

Property, Plant and
Equipment
Number of reportable
segments | segment 1

Revenue recognized that was
previously deferred $ 200,000 $ 0 $ 1,200,000 $ 0

Sale of Viking common stock
(in shares) | shares 0 0 700 4,500

Gain on sale of Viking
common stock

$
60,000,000

$
37,200,000

Number of positions in an
unrealized loss position |
position

32 32

Unrealized losses $
(10,000.00)

$
(10,000.00)

Amortized cost 50,000.00
Credit losses related to
available-for-sale debt
securities

0 $ 0 0

(Decrease) increase in
allowance for credit losses (10,000.00) 100,000 (130,000) 140,000

Inventory write-down 100,000 0 200,000 0
Inventory 16,740,000 16,740,000 $

23,969,000
Fair value adjustments to
partner program derivatives

$
(7,812,000) 0 $

(7,812,000) 0

Derivative, Gain (Loss),
Statement of Income or
Comprehensive Income
[Extensible Enumeration]

Gain (Loss)
on
Investments

Gain (Loss)
on
Investments

Received amount expended $ 5,675,000 $
5,532,000

$
17,000,000

$
19,049,000

Employee retention credit 2,300,000 2,300,000
Financial royalty liability
current 6,600,000 6,600,000

Prepaid expense $ 2,200,000 $ 2,200,000
Potentially dilutive shares
excluded from calculation due
to anti-dilutive effect (in
shares) | shares

1,099 4,762 1,815 4,663

Metabasis
Property, Plant and
Equipment
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Number of CVRs issued per
acquiree share | cvr 4

Share-based Compensation
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Potentially dilutive shares
excluded from calculation due
to anti-dilutive effect (in
shares) | shares

700 300

Performance Shares
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Performance period for awards
(in years) 3 years

Minimum | Performance
Shares
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Payout range (as a percent) 0.00%
Maximum | Performance
Shares
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Payout range (as a percent) 200.00%
Other Derivatives
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Fair value adjustments to
partner program derivatives

$
(8,000,000)

$
(6,800,000)

Agenus Partnered Program
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Additional maximum
investment

$
25,000,000

Percentage of milestones (as a
percent) 50.00%

Agenus Partnered Program |
Primordial Genetics
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Number of contracts | contract 2
Viking | Collars
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Fair value adjustments to
partner program derivatives (7,900,000) 7,300,000

Agenus, Inc. | Partner
Programs
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Fair value adjustments to
partner program derivatives (7,200,000) (7,200,000)

Primrose Bio
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Property, Plant and
Equipment
Fair value adjustments to
partner program derivatives $ (600,000) $ 0 $ (600,000) $ 0

Palvella
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Convertible note $

2,500,000
Convertible note maturity
period (in years) 3 years

Palvella | Minimum
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Interest in sales revenue (as a
percent) 8.00% 8.00%

Palvella | Maximum
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Interest in sales revenue (as a
percent) 9.80% 9.80%

Palvella | Royalty Agreements
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Additional royalties receivable
under sales-based milestones $ 5,000,000 $ 5,000,000

Received amount expended 700,000
Captisol
Property, Plant and
Equipment
Inventory $ 3,300,000 $ 3,300,000 $

4,600,000
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Revenue by Source (Details)

- USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023

Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues $ 51,812 $ 32,868 $ 124,321 $ 103,213
Royalties
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 31,709 23,888 73,966 62,473
Revenue from intangible royalty assets
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 26,552 23,863 67,512 61,447
Kyprolis
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 11,599 10,537 27,229 24,862
Evomela
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 1,747 2,497 5,877 7,404
Teriparatide injection
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 2,376 2,800 6,520 9,913
Rylaze
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 3,886 3,678 10,070 9,315
Filspari
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 3,206 1,122 7,402 1,707
Vaxneuvance
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 1,466 1,313 3,962 2,990
Other
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 2,272 1,916 6,452 5,256
Income from financial royalty assets
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 5,157 25 6,454 1,026
Captisol
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 6,255 8,608 22,967 24,450
Contract revenue and other income
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 13,848 372 27,388 16,290
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Milestone and other
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues 13,848 372 25,444 16,290
Other income
Disaggregation of Revenue
Total revenues $ 0 $ 0 $ 1,944 $ 0
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Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Investment Categories

(Details) - USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost $ 98,954 $ 120,874
Gross unrealized gains 87 79
Gross unrealized losses (6,327) (5,783)
Estimated fair value 92,714 115,170
Total short-term investments 156,024 147,355
Bond fund
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 39,512 63,763
Gross unrealized gains 0 0
Gross unrealized losses (265) (537)
Estimated fair value 39,247 63,226
U.S. government securities
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 19,051 6,736
Gross unrealized gains 31 18
Gross unrealized losses 0 (3)
Estimated fair value 19,082 6,751
Bank deposits
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 12,280 17,165
Gross unrealized gains 21 12
Gross unrealized losses 0 (1)
Estimated fair value 12,301 17,176
Corporate bonds
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 10,969 14,850
Gross unrealized gains 30 40
Gross unrealized losses (3) (2)
Estimated fair value 10,996 14,888
Commercial paper
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 10,591 11,578
Gross unrealized gains 5 9
Gross unrealized losses (1) (1)
Estimated fair value 10,595 11,586
Municipal bonds
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
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Amortized cost 1,007
Gross unrealized gains 0
Gross unrealized losses (4)
Estimated fair value 1,003
Corporate equity securities
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Amortized cost 6,551 5,775
Gross unrealized gains 0 0
Gross unrealized losses (6,058) (5,235)
Estimated fair value 493 540
Common Stock
Debt Securities, Available-for-sale
Viking common stock $ 63,310 $ 32,185

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.secdatabase.com


Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Available-for-Sale Debt

Securities by Contractual
Maturity (Details)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024
USD ($)

Amortized Cost
Within one year $ 91,072
After one year through five years 4,647
Total 95,719
Fair Value
Within one year 91,152
After one year through five years 4,655
Total $ 95,807

Copyright © 2024 www.secdatabase.com. All Rights Reserved.
Please Consider the Environment Before Printing This Document

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.secdatabase.com


Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Goodwill and Other

Identifiable Intangible
Assets (Details) - USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets
Goodwill $ 105,250 $ 103,370
Total goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets, net 380,155 402,976
Complete technology
Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets
Definite lived intangible assets 39,249 42,911
Less: accumulated amortization (19,072) (20,894)
Trade name
Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets
Definite lived intangible assets 2,642 2,642
Less: accumulated amortization (1,810) (1,710)
Customer relationships
Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets
Definite lived intangible assets 29,600 29,600
Less: accumulated amortization (20,280) (19,161)
Contractual relationships
Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets
Definite lived intangible assets 360,000 360,000
Less: accumulated amortization $ (115,424) $ (93,782)
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9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Schedule of Derivative

Assets (Details) - USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023 Sep. 18, 2023

Derivative [Line Items]
Total current derivative assets $ 11,133 $ 0
Total noncurrent derivative assets 19,246 3,531 $ 3,200
Primrose Bio
Derivative [Line Items]
Total noncurrent derivative assets 2,921 3,531
Equity Option | Agenus, Inc.
Derivative [Line Items]
Total current derivative assets 3,815 0
Total noncurrent derivative assets $ 2,226 0
Derivative, term of contract (in years) 5 years
Collars | Viking
Derivative [Line Items]
Total current derivative assets $ 7,318 0
Partner Programs | Agenus, Inc.
Derivative [Line Items]
Total noncurrent derivative assets $ 14,099 $ 0
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Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies - Other
Investment (Details) - USD

($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Summary of Investment Holdings
Total other investments $ 11,908 $ 36,726
Equity Securities | Primrose Bio
Summary of Investment Holdings
Total other investments 6,712 32,726
Equity Securities | InvIOs
Summary of Investment Holdings
Total other investments 4,196 0
Neuritek warrants
Summary of Investment Holdings
Total other investments 0 3,000
Palvella Series C preferred stock
Summary of Investment Holdings
Total other investments $ 1,000 $ 1,000
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Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Inventory in Other Assets

(Details) - USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Inventory [Line Items]
Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets $ 16,740 $ 23,969
Zelsuvmi
Inventory [Line Items]
Raw materials 2,495 420
Work in process 260 195
Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets $ 2,755 $ 615
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Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Accrued Liabilities and

Other Long-Term Liabilities
(Details) - USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Dec. 31, 2023

Accrued Liabilities
Compensation $ 3,830 $ 4,682
Subcontractor 1,756 1,756
Professional fees 3,296 2,394
Customer deposit 621 621
Supplier 276 303
Royalties owed to third parties 2,989 900
Amounts owed to former licensees 0 45
Other 2,832 1,766
Total accrued liabilities $ 15,600 $ 12,467
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Basis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies - Other
Long-term Liabilities

(Details) - USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 30,
2024

Dec. 31,
2023

Organization, Consolidation and Presentation of Financial Statements
[Abstract]
Unrecognized tax benefits $ 14,481 $ 14,039
Novan (Pelthos) contract liability 15,324 13,700
Other long-term liabilities 69 19
Other long-term liabilities $ 29,874 $ 27,758
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies -
Accounting for Share-Based

Compensation (Details) -
USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023

Basis of Presentation
Share-based compensation expense $ 15,171 $ 6,884 $ 33,565 $ 20,022
SBC - Research and development expenses
Basis of Presentation
Share-based compensation expense 982 1,639 2,588 5,362
SBC - General and administrative expenses
Basis of Presentation
Share-based compensation expense $ 14,189 $ 5,245 $ 30,977 $ 14,660
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies - Fair
Value Valuation

Assumptions (Details)

Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023

Organization, Consolidation and Presentation
of Financial Statements [Abstract]
Risk-free interest rate (as a percent) 4.40% 4.30% 4.30% 4.10%
Dividend yield (as a percent) 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Expected volatility (as a percent) 44.70% 44.70% 44.70% 51.50%
Expected term (years) 4 years 8

months 12
days

5 years 2
months 12
days

4 years 8
months 12
days

5 years 3
months 18
days
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedBasis of Presentation and
Summary of Significant

Accounting Policies - Net
(Loss) Gain Per Share

(Details) - shares
shares in Thousands

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2023

Antidilutive Securities Excluded from Computation of Earnings
Per Share
Weighted average shares outstanding (in shares) 18,419 17,380 18,061 17,241
Dilutive potential common shares:
Shares used to compute diluted income (loss) per share (in shares) 18,419 17,380 18,574 17,784
Potentially dilutive shares excluded from calculation due to anti-
dilutive effect (in shares) 1,099 4,762 1,815 4,663

Restricted stock
Dilutive potential common shares:
Dilutive potential common shares (in shares) 0 0 173 82
Stock options
Dilutive potential common shares:
Dilutive potential common shares (in shares) 0 0 340 302
2023 Notes
Dilutive potential common shares:
Dilutive potential common shares (in shares) 0 0 0 159
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Agenus Transaction (Details)
$ in Thousands

May 29, 2024
USD ($)

$ / shares
shares

Sep. 30, 2024
USD ($)

$ / shares

Dec. 31, 2023
USD ($)

Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Net carrying value $ 205,867 $ 62,291
Agenus, Inc.
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Net carrying value $ 75,000 $ 40,407 $ 0
Royalties right to receive (as a percent) 18.75%
Maximum capital sourcing $ 100,000
Maximum financing royalty asset $ 200,000
Warrants term (in years) 5 years
Securities called by warrants (in shares) | shares 867,052
Exercise price (in USD per share) | $ / shares $ 17.3
Agenus, Inc. | Expected Term
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Derivative liability, measurement input 4 3.7
Agenus, Inc. | Option Volatility
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Derivative liability, measurement input 0.84 0.99
Agenus, Inc. | Risk Free Interest Rate
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Derivative liability, measurement input 0.047 0.036
Agenus, Inc. | Share Price
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Derivative liability, measurement input | $ / shares 15.03 5.48
Agenus, Inc. | BMS-986442
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | AGEN2373
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | INCAGN2385
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | INCAGN2390
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | MK-4830
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | UGN-301
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
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Future milestones right to receive (as a percent) 31.875%
Agenus, Inc. | BOT/BAL
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Future royalties (as a percent) 2.625%
Agenus Partnered Program
Asset Acquisition [Line Items]
Additional maximum investment $ 25,000
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3 Months
Ended 9 Months Ended

Sale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio -

Narrative (Details)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 18,
2023

USD ($)
contract

milestone
shares

Sep.
30,

2024
USD
($)

Sep.
30,

2023
USD
($)

Sep. 30, 2024
USD ($)

Sep.
30,

2023
USD
($)

Jan.
01,

2025
USD
($)

Dec.
31,

2023
USD
($)

Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Gain on sale of Pelican $ 0 $

2,121 $ 0 $
2,121

Noncurrent derivative assets $ 3,200 19,246 $ 19,246 $
3,531

Derivative Asset Noncurrent, Statement Of Financial
Position, Extensible Enumeration, Not Disclosed
Flag

condensed
consolidated
balance sheet

Loss on derivative instruments $ (14,655) 0
Losses from equity method investment in Primrose
Bio 11,576 0

Primrose Bio
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Impairment of equity method investment 0 5,800
Losses from equity method investment in Primrose
Bio 1,200 5,800

Decrease in value of investment 30 25,790
Primrose Bio
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Consideration paid for an interest in potential
development milestone $ 15,000

Noncurrent derivative assets 2,921 2,921 $
3,531

Primrose Bio | PeliCRM197 | Forecast
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Sales revenue milestone $ 3,000
Primrose Bio | Below 3 million | PeliCRM197 |
Forecast
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Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Interest in sales revenue (as a percent) 25.00%
Primrose Bio | Above 3 million | PeliCRM197 |
Forecast
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Interest in sales revenue (as a percent) 35.00%
Agenus Partnered Program
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Percentage of milestones (as a percent) 50.00%
Agenus Partnered Program | Primordial Genetics
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Number of contracts | contract 2
Number of milestones (milestone) | milestone 2
Loss on derivative instruments $

(600) $ (600)

Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not
Discontinued Operations | Pelican Technology
Holdings, Inc.
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Consideration paid for an interest in potential
development milestone $ 15,000

Goodwill written off 4,100
Gain on sale of Pelican $

2,100
$
2,100

Business exit costs $ 1,200
Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not
Discontinued Operations | Pelican Technology
Holdings, Inc. | Restricted Stock Awards
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Shares received as consideration (in shares) | shares 474,746
Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not
Discontinued Operations | Pelican Technology
Holdings, Inc. | Common Stock
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Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Shares received as consideration (in shares) | shares 2,146,957
Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not
Discontinued Operations | Pelican Technology
Holdings, Inc. | Preferred Stock
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional
Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Shares received as consideration (in shares) | shares 4,278,293
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Sale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio -
Net Asset (Details) - Disposal
Group, Disposed of by Sale,

Not Discontinued Operations
- Pelican Technology

Holdings, Inc.
$ in Thousands

Sep. 18,
2023

USD ($)

Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Property and equipment, net $ 8,250
Intangible assets 19,895
Other assets 717
Operating lease right-of-use assets 8,693
Finance lease right-of-use assets 20
Accrued liabilities (630)
Deferred revenue (495)
Long-term operating lease liabilities (8,445)
Other liabilities (74)
Net assets sold 27,931
Allocated goodwill 4,132
Cash consideration paid 15,000
Total $ 47,063
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Sale of Pelican Business and
Investment in Primrose Bio -

Fair Value of the
Consideration (Details) -

Disposal Group, Disposed of
by Sale, Not Discontinued

Operations - Pelican
Technology Holdings, Inc.

$ in Thousands

Sep. 18,
2023

USD ($)

Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Cash consideration paid $ 49,184
Equity method investment
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Cash consideration paid 13,706
Equity securities
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Cash consideration paid 32,278
Derivative assets
Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including
Discontinued Operations
Cash consideration paid $ 3,200
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9 Months Ended
12

Months
EndedAcquisitions - Narrative

(Details)
€ in Millions Jul. 15,

2024
USD ($)

Jul.
15,

2024
EUR
(€)

Sep. 27,
2023

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2023

USD ($)

Dec. 31,
2023

USD ($)

Business Acquisition
Cash paid for InvIOs investment $ 4,196,000 $ 0
InvIOs Holding AG
Business Acquisition
Cash paid for InvIOs investment $ 4,200,000
Equity issuance cost 200,000
InvIOs Holding AG | Investor
Business Acquisition
Cash paid for InvIOs investment 8,800,000 € 8
APEIRON
Business Acquisition
Aggregate acquisition amount 100,500,000
Contingent earn-out payment 28,000,000
Deferred transaction costs 4,900,000
Contract assets (financial royalty assets) 106,156,000 106,156,000
Deferred tax liability $

18,109,000
Intangible assets acquired $ 0
Novan, Inc.
Business Acquisition
Aggregate acquisition amount $

12,150,000
Contract assets (financial royalty assets) 0
Cash payments for acquisition 15,000,000
Liabilities incurred 15,000,000
Intangible assets acquired $

10,700,000
$
10,700,000

Acquired (as a percent) 10.30%
Cash acquired from acquisition $

2,800,000
Acquisition related costs $

3,100,000
Goodwill acquired that is expected to be
deductible for tax purposes $ 0

Discount rate used to value intangible assets
acquired (as a percent) 29.00%
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Weighted-average estimated useful life of
finite-lived intangible assets acquired (in
years)

15 years

Other liabilities $
13,700,000

Research and development $
25,000,000

Novan, Inc. | Discount Rate | Valuation
Technique, Discounted Cash Flow
Business Acquisition
Contingent liability measurement input (as a
percent) 0.14

Novan, Inc. | Core Technology
Business Acquisition
Intangible assets acquired $

12,200,000
Novan, Inc. | Bridge Loan
Business Acquisition
Liabilities incurred $

3,000,000
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Acquisitions - Fair Values of
Assets Acquired and

Liabilities Assumed (Details)
- APEIRON - USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Jul. 15, 2024

Business Acquisition
Cash and cash equivalents $ 13,437
Contract assets (financial royalty assets) $ 106,156 106,156
Other assets 8,965
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (3,740)
Income tax payable (1,276)
Deferred tax liabilities, net (18,109)
Total fair value of net assets acquired $ 105,433
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9 Months EndedAcquisitions - Assets
Acquired and Liabilities

Assumed (Details) - USD ($)
$ in Thousands

Sep. 27, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Dec. 31, 2023

Business Acquisition
Goodwill $ 105,250 $ 103,370
Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received $ 0 $ 10,405
Novan, Inc.
Business Acquisition
Restricted cash $ 583
Property and equipment, net 13,054
Operating lease right-of-use asset 3,683
Other assets 137
Deferred tax asset 1,013
Intangible assets acquired 10,700 10,700
Goodwill 3,709 3,709
Deferred revenue (4,508)
Operating lease liabilities (3,683)
Other liabilities (13,700)
Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received 10,988 $ 10,405
DIP loan fees and interest 1,162
Total consideration $ 12,150
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9 Months EndedSpin-off of OmniAb (Details)
$ in Millions Sep. 30, 2024

USD ($) Oct. 26, 2022

Segment Reporting, Revenue Reconciling Item
Deferred tax asset adjustment $ (1.7)
Discontinued operations
Segment Reporting, Revenue Reconciling Item
Percentage of voting interests disposed (as a percent) 1
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Financial Royalty Assets, net
(formerly known as

Commercial License Rights)
- Schedule of Financial

Royalty Assets (Details) -
USD ($)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024 Aug. 31, 2024 May 29, 2024 Mar. 31, 2024Dec. 31, 2023

Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value $ 210,298 $ 70,364
Allowance (4,431) (8,073)
Net carrying value 205,867 62,291
Financial royalty liability current 6,600
Apeiron
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 113,371 0
Allowance (735) 0
Net carrying value 112,636 0
Agenus (Bot/Bal)
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 40,815 0
Allowance (408) 0
Net carrying value 40,407 $ 75,000 0
Elutia (CorMatrix)
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 10,032 13,304
Allowance (2,607) (7,490)
Net carrying value 7,425 5,814
Selexis
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 242 940
Allowance (58) (179)
Net carrying value 184 761
Ovid (Soticlestat)
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 4,122 30,310
Allowance (41) (303)
Net carrying value 4,081 30,007
Tolerance Therapeutics (TZIELD)
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
Gross carrying value 25,698 25,810
Allowance (101) (101)
Net carrying value 25,597 25,709
Ensifentrine inventors
Finite-Lived Intangible Assets
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Gross carrying value 16,018 $ 13,600 $ 3,800 0
Allowance (481) 0
Net carrying value $ 15,537 $ 0
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1 Months
Ended 3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedFinancial Royalty Assets, net

(formerly known as
Commercial License Rights)

- Narrative (Details)

May 31,
2017

USD ($)

Nov. 30,
2023

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2023

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)

Sep. 30,
2023

USD ($)

Aug. 31,
2024

USD ($)

Mar. 31,
2024

USD ($)

Dec. 31,
2023

USD ($)

Oct. 31,
2023

USD ($)
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Impairment loss of financial
royalty assets $ 0 $

26,491,000 $ 924,000

Gross carrying value 210,298,000 210,298,000 $
70,364,000

Tolerance Therapeutics
(TZIELD)
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Product royalty (as a percent) 1.00%
Cash payments for acquisition $

20,000,000
Deferred tax liability $

5,500,000
Ovid (Soticlestat)
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Impairment loss of financial
royalty assets 26,200,000

Gross carrying value $ 4,122,000 $ 4,122,000 30,310,000
Ovid (Soticlestat) | Discount
Rate
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Discount rate (as a percent) 0.17 0.17
Ovid (Soticlestat) | Soticlestat
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Consideration paid for an
interest in potential
development milestone

$
30,000,000

Interest in sales revenue (as a
percent) 13.00%

Selexis
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Impairment loss of financial
royalty assets $ 900,000$ 300,000 900,000

Gross carrying value $ 242,000 242,000 940,000
Elutia (CorMatrix)
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Proceeds from royalties
received

$
10,000,000

Product royalty (as a percent) 5.00%
Credit loss adjustment (300,000) $

3,200,000 (4,900,000) $
3,200,000

Gross carrying value 10,032,000 10,032,000 13,304,000
Elutia (CorMatrix) | Maximum
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
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Additional royalties receivable
under sales-based milestones

$
10,000,000

Ensifentrine inventors
Finite-Lived Intangible
Assets
Gross carrying value $

16,018,000
$
16,018,000

$
13,600,000

$
3,800,000 $ 0
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1
Months
Ended

3 Months
Ended

9 Months
Ended

12
Months
EndedFair Value Measurements -

Assets and Liabilities
Measured at Fair Value on
Recurring Basis (Details)

$ in Thousands

Jan. 31,
2010
cvr

Sep.
30,

2024
USD
($)

Sep.
30,

2023
USD
($)

Sep. 30,
2024

USD ($)

Sep.
30,

2023
USD
($)

Dec. 31,
2023

USD ($)

Sep. 18,
2023

contract

Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Derivative Asset Statement Of Financial Position
Extensible Enumeration Not Disclosed Flag

Derivative
assets(2)

Derivative
assets(2)

Number of CVR series | cvr 4
Agenus Partnered Program
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Percentage of milestones (as a percent) 50.00%
Agenus Partnered Program | Discount Rate
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Discount rate (as a percent) 0.25
Agenus Partnered Program | Primordial Genetics
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Number of contracts | contract 2
Transferred over Time | Phase 3 clinical trial
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Gross contract asset $

10,000 $ 10,000

Minimum | Agenus Partnered Program | Discount
Rate
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Discount rate (as a percent) 0.15 0.15
Maximum | Agenus Partnered Program | Discount
Rate
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Discount rate (as a percent) 0.25 0.25
Maximum | Transferred over Time | Development,
regulatory, & commercial milestones and tiered
royalties
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
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Investments $
375,000 $ 375,000

Metabasis
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Number of CVRs issued per acquiree share | cvr 4
Number of CVRs issued from each CVR series |
cvr 1

Frequency of cash payments to CVR holders 6
months

(Decrease) increase of mark-to-market adjustment
of CVR liability (200) $

(100) 900 $ 2

Recurring
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investment in Viking common stock 63,310 63,310 $ 32,185
Derivative asset 30,379 30,379 3,531
Total assets 186,403 186,403 150,886
Total liabilities 3,991 3,991 3,198
Recurring | Short-term investments, excluding
Viking
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investments, fair value 92,714 92,714 115,170
Recurring | Contingent liabilities | CyDex
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 223 223 320
Recurring | Contingent liabilities | Metabasis
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 3,768 3,768 2,878
Recurring | Level 1
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investment in Viking common stock 63,310 63,310 32,185
Derivative asset 0 0 0
Total assets 82,885 82,885 39,476
Total liabilities 0 0 0
Recurring | Level 1 | Short-term investments,
excluding Viking
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investments, fair value 19,575 19,575 7,291
Recurring | Level 1 | Contingent liabilities | CyDex
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Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 0 0 0
Recurring | Level 1 | Contingent liabilities |
Metabasis
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 0 0 0
Recurring | Level 2
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investment in Viking common stock 0 0 0
Derivative asset 0 0 0
Total assets 73,139 73,139 107,879
Total liabilities 3,768 3,768 2,878
Recurring | Level 2 | Short-term investments,
excluding Viking
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investments, fair value 73,139 73,139 107,879
Recurring | Level 2 | Contingent liabilities | CyDex
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 0 0 0
Recurring | Level 2 | Contingent liabilities |
Metabasis
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 3,768 3,768 2,878
Recurring | Level 3
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investment in Viking common stock 0 0 0
Derivative asset 30,379 30,379 3,531
Total assets 30,379 30,379 3,531
Total liabilities 223 223 320
Recurring | Level 3 | Short-term investments,
excluding Viking
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Investments, fair value 0 0 0
Recurring | Level 3 | Contingent liabilities | CyDex
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities 223 223 320
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Recurring | Level 3 | Contingent liabilities |
Metabasis
Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on
Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]
Contingent liabilities $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
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9 Months EndedFair Value Measurements -
Reconciliation of Level 3

Financial Instruments
(Details)

$ in Thousands

Sep. 30, 2024
USD ($)

Assets
Beginning balance $ 3,531
Additions to derivative assets 34,185
Fair value adjustments to derivative assets (7,337)
Ending balance $ 30,379
Fair Value, Asset, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Gain
(Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible
Enumeration]

Gain (Loss) on Investments

Liabilities
Beginning balance $ 320
Payments to CVR holders and other contingent payments (200)
Fair value adjustments to contingent liabilities 103
Ending balance $ 223
Fair Value, Liability, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation,
Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible
Enumeration]

Non Cash Change In Estimated
Fair Value Of Contingent Value
Rights
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedFair Value Measurements -
Narrative (Details) - USD ($) Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023

Fair Value Disclosures [Abstract]
Goodwill and intangible asset impairment $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
Tangible asset impairment charges $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
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Debt (Details) - Revolving
Credit Facility - USD ($) Oct. 12, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Jul. 08, 2024

Line of Credit Facility
Maximum borrowing capacity $ 75,000,000 $ 125,000,000
Line of Credit
Line of Credit Facility
Available borrowing $ 124,400,000
Letters of credit outstanding $ 600,000
Minimum
Line of Credit Facility
Line of credit facility, interest rate (as a percent) 0.30%
Minimum | Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR)
Line of Credit Facility
Variable rate (as a percent) 1.75%
Minimum | Base Rate
Line of Credit Facility
Variable rate (as a percent) 0.75%
Maximum
Line of Credit Facility
Line of credit facility, interest rate (as a percent) 0.45%
Maximum | Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR)
Line of Credit Facility
Variable rate (as a percent) 2.50%
Maximum | Base Rate
Line of Credit Facility
Variable rate (as a percent) 1.50%
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3 Months Ended 9 Months EndedIncome Tax (Details) Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023 Sep. 30, 2024 Sep. 30, 2023
Income Tax Disclosure [Abstract]
Effective income tax rate (as a percent) (13.10%) 15.40% 35.10% 23.50%
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1 Months
Ended

3 Months
Ended

9 Months
EndedStockholders' Equity -

Narrative (Details) - USD ($) Jun. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2024

Sep. 30,
2024

Apr. 30,
2023

Sep. 30,
2022

Share-based Compensation Arrangement by
Share-based Payment Award
Outstanding options that are exercisable (in shares) 1,400,000 1,400,000
Outstanding options that are exercisable, weighted
average exercise price (in USD per share) $ 70.27 $ 70.27

Employee Stock Purchase Plan
Authorized stock repurchase amount $

50,000,000
Remaining authorized stock repurchase amount $

50,000,000
$
50,000,000

At-the Market Equity Offering
Employee Stock Purchase Plan
Sale of stock, authorized offering amount $

100,000,000
Sale of common stock (in shares) 334,325 334,325
Common stock aggregate offering price $

34,300,000
2002 Stock Incentive Plan | Stock Options
Share-based Compensation Arrangement by
Share-based Payment Award
Increase the number of shares under the 2002 stock
incentive plan (in shares) 1,300,000

Amended ESPP
Employee Stock Purchase Plan
Share purchase price as percent of market price (as a
percent) 85.00%

Shares available for future purchases (in shares) 26,244
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9 Months EndedStockholders' Equity - Stock
Option Plan and Restricted

Stock Activity (Details)

Sep. 30, 2024
$ / shares

shares
Shares
Balance at beginning of period (in shares) | shares 2,640,458
Granted (in shares) | shares 743,117
Options exercised (in shares) | shares (784,467)
Forfeited (in shares) | shares (57,161)
Balance at end of period (in shares) | shares 2,541,947
Weighted-Average Exercise Price
Balance at beginning of period (in USD per share) | $ / shares $ 65.70
Granted (in USD per share) | $ / shares 85.71
Options exercised (in USD per share) | $ / shares 59.07
Forfeited (in USD per share) | $ / shares 70.71
Balance at end of period (in USD per share) | $ / shares $ 73.48
Restricted Stock Awards
Restricted Stock Awards
Nonvested at beginning of period (in shares) | shares 350,905
Granted (in shares) | shares 318,588
RSUs vested (in shares) | shares (126,793)
Forfeited (in shares) | shares (42,870)
Nonvested at end of period (in shares) | shares 499,830
Weighted-Average Grant Date Fair Value
Nonvested at beginning of period (in USD per share) | $ / shares $ 81.22
Granted (in USD per share) | $ / shares 85.23
RSUs vested (in USD per share) | $ / shares 85.55
Forfeited (in USD per share) | $ / shares 72.32
Nonvested at end of period (in USD per share) | $ / shares $ 83.44
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9 Months EndedCommitment and
Contingencies (Details)

$ in Millions
Oct. 31, 2019

complaint
Sep. 30, 2024

USD ($)
Loss Contingencies [Line Items]
Increase in operating lease assets $ 1.6
Increase in operating lease liability $ 1.6
US District Court for the Northern District of Ohio
Loss Contingencies [Line Items]
Number of civil complaints filed against entity | complaint 3
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      "unique": true
     }
    },
    "R55": {
     "role": "http://www.ligand.com/role/IncomeTaxDetails",
     "longName": "9954505 - Disclosure - Income Tax (Details)",
     "shortName": "Income Tax (Details)",
     "isDefault": "false",
     "groupType": "disclosure",
     "subGroupType": "details",
     "menuCat": "Details",
     "order": "55",
     "firstAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-25",
      "name": "us-gaap:EffectiveIncomeTaxRateContinuingOperations",
      "unitRef": "number",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "3",
      "ancestors": [
       "span",
       "div",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     },
     "uniqueAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-25",
      "name": "us-gaap:EffectiveIncomeTaxRateContinuingOperations",
      "unitRef": "number",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "3",
      "ancestors": [

       "span",
       "div",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     }
    },
    "R56": {
     "role": "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails",
     "longName": "9954506 - Disclosure - Stockholders' Equity - Narrative (Details)",
     "shortName": "Stockholders' Equity - Narrative (Details)",
     "isDefault": "false",
     "groupType": "disclosure",
     "subGroupType": "details",
     "menuCat": "Details",
     "order": "56",
     "firstAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-3",
      "name": "us-gaap:ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisableNumber",
      "unitRef": "shares",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "-5",
      "ancestors": [
       "span",
       "div",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true
     },
     "uniqueAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-361",
      "name": "srt:StockRepurchaseProgramAuthorizedAmount1",

      "unitRef": "usd",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "INF",
      "ancestors": [
       "span",
       "div",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "unique": true
     }
    },
    "R57": {
     "role": "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails",
     "longName": "9954507 - Disclosure - Stockholders' Equity - Stock Option Plan and Restricted Stock Activity (Details)",
     "shortName": "Stockholders' Equity - Stock Option Plan and Restricted Stock Activity (Details)",
     "isDefault": "false",
     "groupType": "disclosure",
     "subGroupType": "details",
     "menuCat": "Details",
     "order": "57",
     "firstAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-4",
      "name": "us-gaap:ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingNumber",
      "unitRef": "shares",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "INF",
      "ancestors": [
       "span",
       "td",
       "tr",
       "table",
       "div",
       "us-gaap:ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationStockOptionsActivityTableTextBlock",
       "us-gaap:ScheduleOfNonvestedRestrictedStockUnitsActivityTableTextBlock",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",

       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     },
     "uniqueAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-4",
      "name": "us-gaap:ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingNumber",
      "unitRef": "shares",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "INF",
      "ancestors": [
       "span",
       "td",
       "tr",
       "table",
       "div",
       "us-gaap:ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationStockOptionsActivityTableTextBlock",
       "us-gaap:ScheduleOfNonvestedRestrictedStockUnitsActivityTableTextBlock",
       "ix:continuation",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     }
    },
    "R58": {
     "role": "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails",
     "longName": "9954508 - Disclosure - Commitment and Contingencies (Details)",
     "shortName": "Commitment and Contingencies (Details)",
     "isDefault": "false",
     "groupType": "disclosure",
     "subGroupType": "details",
     "menuCat": "Details",
     "order": "58",
     "firstAnchor": {

      "contextRef": "c-1",
      "name": "lgnd:IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseAssets",
      "unitRef": "usd",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "-5",
      "ancestors": [
       "ix:continuation",
       "span",
       "div",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     },
     "uniqueAnchor": {
      "contextRef": "c-1",
      "name": "lgnd:IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseAssets",
      "unitRef": "usd",
      "xsiNil": "false",
      "lang": "en-US",
      "decimals": "-5",
      "ancestors": [
       "ix:continuation",
       "span",
       "div",
       "body",
       "html"
      ],
      "reportCount": 1,
      "baseRef": "lgnd-20240930.htm",
      "first": true,
      "unique": true
     }
    }
   },
   "tag": {
    "lgnd_AGEN2373Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AGEN2373Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "AGEN2373",
        "label": "AGEN2373 [Member]",
        "documentation": "AGEN2373"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_APEIRONMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "APEIRONMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "APEIRON",
        "label": "APEIRON [Member]",
        "documentation": "APEIRON"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_AboveMilestoneMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AboveMilestoneMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Above 3 million",
        "label": "Above Milestone [Member]",
        "documentation": "Above Milestone"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AccountsPayableCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccountsPayableCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accounts payable",
        "label": "Accounts Payable, Current",
        "documentation": "Carrying value as of the balance sheet date of liabilities incurred (and for which invoices have typically been received) and payable to vendors for goods and services received that are used in an entity's business. Used to reflect the current portion of the liabilities (due within one year or within the normal operating cycle if longer)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r108",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AccountsReceivableNetCurrent": {

     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccountsReceivableNetCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accounts receivable, net",
        "label": "Accounts Receivable, after Allowance for Credit Loss, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount, after allowance for credit loss, of right to consideration from customer for product sold and service rendered in normal course of business, classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1049"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AccountsReceivableNetNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccountsReceivableNetNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Convertible note",
        "label": "Accounts Receivable, after Allowance for Credit Loss, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount, after allowance for credit loss, of right to consideration from customer for product sold and service rendered in normal course of business, classified as noncurrent."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r652",
      "r1049"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AccountsReceivableTerm": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AccountsReceivableTerm",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Convertible note maturity period (in years)",
        "label": "Accounts Receivable, Term",
        "documentation": "Accounts Receivable, Term"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AccretionAmortizationOfDiscountsAndPremiumsInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccretionAmortizationOfDiscountsAndPremiumsInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 22.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Amortization of premium on investments, net",
        "label": "Accretion (Amortization) of Discounts and Premiums, Investments",
        "documentation": "The sum of the periodic adjustments of the differences between securities' face values and purchase prices that are charged against earnings. This is called accretion if the security was purchased at a discount and amortization if it was purchased at premium. As a noncash item, this element is an adjustment to net income when calculating cash provided by or used in operations using the indirect method."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r147"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AccruedCustomerDepositsCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AccruedCustomerDepositsCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Customer deposit",
        "label": "Accrued Customer Deposits, Current",
        "documentation": "Accrued Customer Deposits, Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_AccruedDebtIssuanceCostsIncurredButNotYetPaid": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AccruedDebtIssuanceCostsIncurredButNotYetPaid",
     "crdr": "credit",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accrued debt issuance costs",
        "label": "Accrued Debt Issuance Costs Incurred But Not Yet Paid",
        "documentation": "Accrued Debt Issuance Costs Incurred But Not Yet Paid"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accrued liabilities",
        "totalLabel": "Total accrued liabilities",
        "label": "Accrued Liabilities, Current",

        "documentation": "Carrying value as of the balance sheet date of obligations incurred and payable, pertaining to costs that are statutory in nature, are incurred on contractual obligations, or accumulate over time and for which invoices have not yet been received or will not be rendered. Examples include taxes, interest, rent and utilities. Used to reflect the current portion of the liabilities (due within one year or within the normal operating cycle if longer)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r111"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrentAndNoncurrentAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccruedLiabilitiesCurrentAndNoncurrentAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Accrued Liabilities",
        "label": "Accrued Liabilities [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AccruedProfessionalFeesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccruedProfessionalFeesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Professional fees",
        "label": "Accrued Professional Fees, Current",
        "documentation": "Carrying value as of the balance sheet date of obligations incurred through that date and payable for professional fees, such as for legal and accounting services received. Used to reflect the current portion of the liabilities (due within one year or within the normal operating cycle if longer)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r111"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AccruedRoyaltiesCurrentAndNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccruedRoyaltiesCurrentAndNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Royalties owed to third parties",
        "label": "Accrued Royalties",
        "documentation": "Carrying value as of the balance sheet date of obligations incurred through that date and payable for royalties."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r174"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AccruedSubcontractorExpensesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",

     "localname": "AccruedSubcontractorExpensesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Subcontractor",
        "label": "Accrued Subcontractor Expenses, Current",
        "documentation": "Accrued Subcontractor Expenses, Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_AccruedSupplierExpensesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AccruedSupplierExpensesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Supplier",

        "label": "Accrued Supplier Expenses, Current",
        "documentation": "Accrued Supplier Expenses, Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AccumulatedOtherComprehensiveIncomeLossNetOfTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccumulatedOtherComprehensiveIncomeLossNetOfTax",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accumulated other comprehensive loss",
        "label": "Accumulated Other Comprehensive Income (Loss), Net of Tax",
        "documentation": "Amount, after tax, of accumulated increase (decrease) in equity from transaction and other event and circumstance from nonowner source."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r28",
      "r29",
      "r128",
      "r233",
      "r667",
      "r699",
      "r700"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AccumulatedOtherComprehensiveIncomeMember": {

     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AccumulatedOtherComprehensiveIncomeMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accumulated other comprehensive income (loss)",
        "label": "AOCI Attributable to Parent [Member]",
        "documentation": "Accumulated increase (decrease) in equity from transactions and other events and circumstances from non-owner sources, attributable to the parent. Excludes net income (loss), and accumulated changes in equity from transactions resulting from investments by owners and distributions to owners."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r4",
      "r16",
      "r29",
      "r555",
      "r558",
      "r607",
      "r695",
      "r696",
      "r1021",
      "r1022",
      "r1023",
      "r1035",
      "r1036",
      "r1037",
      "r1039"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AcquiredFiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsWeightedAverageUsefulLife": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AcquiredFiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsWeightedAverageUsefulLife",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Weighted-average estimated useful life of finite-lived intangible assets acquired (in years)",
        "label": "Acquired Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Weighted Average Useful Life",
        "documentation": "Weighted average amortization period of finite-lived intangible assets acquired either individually or as part of a group of assets, in 'PnYnMnDTnHnMnS' format, for example, 'P1Y5M13D' represents the reported fact of one year, five months, and thirteen days."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r391",
      "r824"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_Additional402vDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "Additional402vDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Additional 402(v) Disclosure",
        "label": "Additional 402(v) Disclosure [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r946"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AdditionalPaidInCapital": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AdditionalPaidInCapital",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Additional paid-in capital",
        "label": "Additional Paid in Capital",
        "documentation": "Amount of excess of issue price over par or stated value of stock and from other transaction involving stock or stockholder. Includes, but is not limited to, additional paid-in capital (APIC) for common and preferred stock."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r120",
      "r886",
      "r1213"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AdditionalPaidInCapitalMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AdditionalPaidInCapitalMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Additional paid in capital",
        "label": "Additional Paid-in Capital [Member]",
        "documentation": "Excess of issue price over par or stated value of the entity's capital stock and amounts received from other transactions involving the entity's stock or stockholders."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r710",
      "r1035",
      "r1036",
      "r1037",
      "r1039",
      "r1144",

      "r1214"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AdditionalRoyaltiesReceivableUnderSalesbasedMilestones": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AdditionalRoyaltiesReceivableUnderSalesbasedMilestones",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Additional royalties receivable under sales-based milestones",
        "label": "Additional Royalties Receivable Under Sales-based Milestones",
        "documentation": "Additional Royalties Receivable Under Sales-based Milestones"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_AdjToCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AdjToCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Adjustment to Compensation, Amount",
        "label": "Adjustment to Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },

    "ecd_AdjToCompAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AdjToCompAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Adjustment to Compensation:",
        "label": "Adjustment to Compensation [Axis]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AdjToNonPeoNeoCompFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AdjToNonPeoNeoCompFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Adjustment to Non-PEO NEO Compensation Footnote",
        "label": "Adjustment to Non-PEO NEO Compensation Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AdjToPeoCompFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AdjToPeoCompFnTextBlock",

     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Adjustment To PEO Compensation, Footnote",
        "label": "Adjustment To PEO Compensation, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalIncreaseDueToSeparation": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalIncreaseDueToSeparation",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Final distribution of OmniAb",
        "label": "Adjustments To Additional Paid In Capital, Increase Due To Separation",
        "documentation": "Adjustments To Additional Paid In Capital, Increase Due To Separation"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalSharebasedCompensationRequisiteServicePeriodRecognitionValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalSharebasedCompensationRequisiteServicePeriodRecognitionValue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-based compensation",
        "label": "APIC, Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Increase for Cost Recognition",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase to additional paid-in capital (APIC) for recognition of cost for award under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r57",
      "r58",
      "r478"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalTaxReturnToProvision": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AdjustmentsToAdditionalPaidInCapitalTaxReturnToProvision",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Tax return to provision",
        "label": "Adjustments To Additional Paid In Capital, Tax Return To Provision",
        "documentation": "Adjustments To Additional Paid In Capital, Tax Return To Provision"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AdjustmentsToReconcileNetIncomeLossToCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivitiesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AdjustmentsToReconcileNetIncomeLossToCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivitiesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating activities:",
        "label": "Adjustments to Reconcile Net Income (Loss) to Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_AgenusInc.Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AgenusInc.Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Agenus, Inc.",
        "verboseLabel": "Agenus (Bot/Bal)",
        "label": "Agenus, Inc. [Member]",
        "documentation": "Agenus, Inc."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_AgenusPartneredProgramMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AgenusPartneredProgramMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Agenus Partnered Program",
        "label": "Agenus Partnered Program [Member]",
        "documentation": "Agenus Partnered Program"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_AggtChngPnsnValInSummryCompstnTblForAplblYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AggtChngPnsnValInSummryCompstnTblForAplblYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Change in Present Value of Accumulated Benefit for All Pension Plans Reported in Summary Compensation Table",
        "label": "Aggregate Change in Present Value of Accumulated Benefit for All Pension Plans Reported in Summary Compensation Table [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r992"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AggtErrCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AggtErrCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Amount",
        "label": "Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Amount"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r918",
      "r928",
      "r938",
      "r970"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AggtErrCompNotYetDeterminedTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AggtErrCompNotYetDeterminedTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Not Yet Determined",
        "label": "Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Not Yet Determined [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r921",
      "r931",
      "r941",
      "r973"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AggtPnsnAdjsSvcCstMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AggtPnsnAdjsSvcCstMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Pension Adjustments Service Cost",

        "label": "Aggregate Pension Adjustments Service Cost [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r993"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AllAdjToCompMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AllAdjToCompMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "All Adjustments to Compensation",
        "label": "All Adjustments to Compensation [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AllExecutiveCategoriesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AllExecutiveCategoriesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "All Executive Categories",
        "label": "All Executive Categories [Member]"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r966"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AllIndividualsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AllIndividualsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "All Individuals",
        "label": "All Individuals [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r966",
      "r974",
      "r978",
      "r986"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AllTradingArrangementsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AllTradingArrangementsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "All Trading Arrangements",
        "label": "All Trading Arrangements [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r984"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AllocatedShareBasedCompensationExpenseNetOfTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AllocatedShareBasedCompensationExpenseNetOfTax",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-based compensation expense",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Expense, after Tax",
        "documentation": "Amount, after tax, of expense for award under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AllowanceForDoubtfulAccountsReceivablePeriodIncreaseDecrease": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AllowanceForDoubtfulAccountsReceivablePeriodIncreaseDecrease",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "(Decrease) increase in allowance for credit losses",
        "label": "Accounts Receivable, Allowance for Credit Loss, Period Increase (Decrease)",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in allowance for credit loss on accounts receivable."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1071"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AmendedESPPMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AmendedESPPMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amended ESPP",
        "label": "Amended ESPP [Member]",
        "documentation": "Amended ESPP"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_AmendmentFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "AmendmentFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amendment Flag",
        "label": "Amendment Flag",
        "documentation": "Boolean flag that is true when the XBRL content amends previously-filed or accepted submission."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_AmortizationOfFinancingCostsAndDiscounts": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AmortizationOfFinancingCostsAndDiscounts",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 12.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amortization of debt discount and issuance fees",
        "label": "Amortization of Debt Issuance Costs and Discounts",
        "documentation": "Amount of amortization expense attributable to debt discount (premium) and debt issuance costs."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r437",
      "r855",
      "r856",
      "r1029",
      "r1162"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareAmount": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareAmount",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Potentially dilutive shares excluded from calculation due to anti-dilutive effect (in shares)",
        "label": "Antidilutive Securities Excluded from Computation of Earnings Per Share, Amount",
        "documentation": "Securities (including those issuable pursuant to contingent stock agreements) that could potentially dilute basic earnings per share (EPS) or earnings per unit (EPU) in the future that were not included in the computation of diluted EPS or EPU because to do so would increase EPS or EPU amounts or decrease loss per share or unit amounts for the period presented."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r290"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareByAntidilutiveSecuritiesAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareByAntidilutiveSecuritiesAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Antidilutive Securities [Axis]",
        "label": "Antidilutive Securities [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of antidilutive security."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r41"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Antidilutive Securities Excluded from Computation of Earnings Per Share",
        "label": "Antidilutive Securities Excluded from Computation of Earnings Per Share [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AntidilutiveSecuritiesNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AntidilutiveSecuritiesNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Antidilutive Securities, Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Antidilutive Securities, Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Incremental common shares attributable to securities that were not included in diluted earnings per share (EPS) because to do so would increase EPS amounts or decrease loss per share amounts for the period presented."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r41"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetAcquisitionLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetAcquisitionLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Asset Acquisition [Line Items]",
        "label": "Asset Acquisition [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1141"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetAcquisitionTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetAcquisitionTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Asset Acquisition [Table]",
        "label": "Asset Acquisition [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about asset acquisition."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1141"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetAcquisitionTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetAcquisitionTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransaction"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Agenus Transaction",
        "label": "Asset Acquisition [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for asset acquisition."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1141"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_Assets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "Assets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total assets",
        "label": "Assets",
        "documentation": "Amount of asset recognized for present right to economic benefit."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r173",
      "r187",
      "r228",
      "r259",
      "r293",
      "r297",
      "r307",
      "r308",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r419",

      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r423",
      "r424",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r549",
      "r552",
      "r589",
      "r661",
      "r758",
      "r844",
      "r845",
      "r886",
      "r909",
      "r1099",
      "r1100",
      "r1166"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetsAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetsAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "ASSETS",
        "label": "Assets [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetsCurrent",

     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total current assets",
        "label": "Assets, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount of asset recognized for present right to economic benefit, classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r221",
      "r238",
      "r259",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r419",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r423",
      "r424",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r549",
      "r552",
      "r589",
      "r886",
      "r1099",
      "r1100",
      "r1166"
     ]

    },
    "us-gaap_AssetsCurrentAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetsCurrentAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Current assets:",
        "label": "Assets, Current [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AssetsFairValueDisclosure": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AssetsFairValueDisclosure",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total assets",
        "label": "Assets, Fair Value Disclosure",
        "documentation": "Fair value portion of asset recognized for present right to economic benefit."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r874"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_AtTheMarketEquityOfferingMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "AtTheMarketEquityOfferingMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "At-the Market Equity Offering",
        "label": "At-The Market Equity Offering [Member]",
        "documentation": "At-The Market Equity Offering"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAccumulatedGrossUnrealizedGainBeforeTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAccumulatedGrossUnrealizedGainBeforeTax",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAmortizedCostBasis",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Gross unrealized gains",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Accumulated Gross Unrealized Gain, before Tax",
        "documentation": "Amount, before tax, of unrealized gain in accumulated other comprehensive income (AOCI) on investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r317"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAccumulatedGrossUnrealizedLossBeforeTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAccumulatedGrossUnrealizedLossBeforeTax",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAmortizedCostBasis",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Gross unrealized losses",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Accumulated Gross Unrealized Loss, before Tax",
        "documentation": "Amount, before tax, of unrealized loss in accumulated other comprehensive income (AOCI) on investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r318"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAmortizedCostBasis": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAmortizedCostBasis",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Amortized cost",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Amortized Cost",
        "documentation": "Amortized cost of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r314",
      "r368",
      "r660"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesFairValueRollingMaturityAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesFairValueRollingMaturityAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Fair Value, Rolling Maturity [Abstract]"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesNextRollingTwelveMonthsAmortizedCostBasis": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesNextRollingTwelveMonthsAmortizedCostBasis",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_HeldToMaturitySecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDateAmortizedCostBasis",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Within one year",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date, Rolling within One Year, Amortized Cost",
        "documentation": "Amortized cost of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date, maturing in next rolling fiscal year following latest fiscal year. For interim and annual periods when interim period is reported on rolling approach, from latest statement of financial position date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1058"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesNextRollingTwelveMonthsFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesNextRollingTwelveMonthsFairValue",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDate",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Within one year",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date, Rolling within One Year, Fair Value",
        "documentation": "Fair value of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date, maturing in next rolling fiscal year following latest fiscal year. For interim and annual periods when interim period is reported on rolling approach, from latest statement of financial position date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1058"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesRollingYearTwoThroughFiveAmortizedCostBasis": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesRollingYearTwoThroughFiveAmortizedCostBasis",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_HeldToMaturitySecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDateAmortizedCostBasis",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "After one year through five years",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date, Rolling after One Through Five Years, Amortized Cost",
        "documentation": "Amortized cost of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date, maturing in next rolling fiscal year through fifth year following latest fiscal year. For interim and annual periods when interim period is reported on rolling approach, from latest statement of financial position date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r1059"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesRollingYearTwoThroughFiveFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesRollingYearTwoThroughFiveFairValue",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDate",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "After one year through five years",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date, Rolling after One Through Five Years, Fair Value",
        "documentation": "Fair value of investment in debt security, measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date, maturing in next rolling fiscal year through fifth year following latest fiscal year. For interim and annual periods when interim period is reported on rolling approach, from latest statement of financial position date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1059"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDate": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDate",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true

      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date, Fair Value",
        "documentation": "Fair value of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1056",
      "r1057",
      "r1178"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtSecurities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AvailableForSaleSecuritiesDebtSecurities",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AvailableForSaleDebtSecuritiesAmortizedCostBasis",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Estimated fair value",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale",
        "documentation": "Amount of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r315",
      "r368",
      "r566",
      "r651",
      "r874",
      "r878",
      "r1050",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardExrcPrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardExrcPrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Exercise Price",
        "label": "Award Exercise Price"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r981"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardGrantDateFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardGrantDateFairValue",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value as of Grant Date",
        "label": "Award Grant Date Fair Value"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r982"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgDiscLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgDiscLineItems",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Award Timing Disclosures [Line Items]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgHowMnpiCnsdrdTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgHowMnpiCnsdrdTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Timing, How MNPI Considered",
        "label": "Award Timing, How MNPI Considered [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgMethodTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgMethodTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Timing Method",
        "label": "Award Timing Method [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgMnpiCnsdrdFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgMnpiCnsdrdFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Timing MNPI Considered",
        "label": "Award Timing MNPI Considered [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgMnpiDiscTextBlock": {

     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgMnpiDiscTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Timing MNPI Disclosure",
        "label": "Award Timing MNPI Disclosure [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardTmgPredtrmndFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTmgPredtrmndFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Timing Predetermined",
        "label": "Award Timing Predetermined [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_AwardTypeAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "AwardTypeAxis",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Award Type [Axis]",
        "label": "Award Type [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of award under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r481",
      "r482",
      "r483",
      "r485",
      "r486",
      "r487",
      "r488",
      "r489",
      "r490",
      "r491",
      "r492",
      "r493",
      "r494",
      "r495",
      "r496",
      "r497",
      "r498",
      "r499",
      "r500",
      "r501",
      "r502",
      "r505",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r509"

     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardUndrlygSecuritiesAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardUndrlygSecuritiesAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Underlying Securities",
        "label": "Award Underlying Securities Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r980"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscIndName": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscIndName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Name",
        "label": "Awards Close in Time to MNPI Disclosures, Individual Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r979"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Awards Close in Time to MNPI Disclosures",
        "label": "Awards Close in Time to MNPI Disclosures [Table]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r978"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "AwardsCloseToMnpiDiscTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Awards Close in Time to MNPI Disclosures, Table",
        "label": "Awards Close in Time to MNPI Disclosures [Table Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r978"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BMS986442Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BMS986442Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "BMS-986442",
        "label": "BMS-986442 [Member]",
        "documentation": "BMS-986442"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BOTBALMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BOTBALMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "BOT/BAL",
        "label": "BOT/BAL [Member]",
        "documentation": "BOT/BAL"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BaseRateMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BaseRateMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Base Rate",
        "label": "Base Rate [Member]",

        "documentation": "Minimum rate investor will accept."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BasisOfAccountingPolicyPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BasisOfAccountingPolicyPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Basis of Presentation",
        "label": "Basis of Accounting, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for basis of accounting, or basis of presentation, used to prepare the financial statements (for example, US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, Other Comprehensive Basis of Accounting, IFRS)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BasisOfPresentationAndSignificantAccountingPoliciesTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BasisOfPresentationAndSignificantAccountingPoliciesTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Basis of Presentation and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies",
        "label": "Basis of Presentation and Significant Accounting Policies [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for the basis of presentation and significant accounting policies concepts. Basis of presentation describes the underlying basis used to prepare the financial statements (for example, US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, Other Comprehensive Basis of Accounting, IFRS). Accounting policies describe all significant accounting policies of the reporting entity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r148"

     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BasisOfPresentationLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BasisOfPresentationLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Basis of Presentation",
        "label": "Basis of Presentation [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Basis of presentation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BasisOfPresentationTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BasisOfPresentationTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Basis of Presentation [Table]",
        "label": "Basis of Presentation [Table]",
        "documentation": "Basis of Presentation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BelowMilestoneMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BelowMilestoneMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Below 3 million",
        "label": "Below Milestone [Member]",
        "documentation": "Below Milestone"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BridgeLoanMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BridgeLoanMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Bridge Loan",
        "label": "Bridge Loan [Member]",
        "documentation": "Financing which is expected to be replaced by a medium to long-term loan. The loan \"bridges\" the gap in time when otherwise no financing would be in place."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessAcquisitionAcquireeDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessAcquisitionAcquireeDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Business Acquisition, Acquiree [Domain]",
        "label": "Business Acquisition, Acquiree [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Identification of the acquiree in a material business combination (or series of individually immaterial business combinations), which may include the name or other type of identification of the acquiree."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r389",
      "r390",
      "r391",
      "r392",
      "r393",
      "r542",
      "r868",
      "r869"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessAcquisitionAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessAcquisitionAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Business Acquisition [Axis]",
        "label": "Business Acquisition [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by business combination or series of individually immaterial business combinations."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r60",
      "r61",
      "r389",
      "r390",
      "r391",
      "r392",
      "r393",
      "r542",
      "r868",
      "r869"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessAcquisitionCostOfAcquiredEntityTransactionCosts": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessAcquisitionCostOfAcquiredEntityTransactionCosts",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred transaction costs",
        "label": "Business Acquisition, Transaction Costs",
        "documentation": "Amount of direct costs of the business combination including legal, accounting, and other costs incurred to consummate the business acquisition."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessAcquisitionLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessAcquisitionLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Business Acquisition",
        "label": "Business Acquisition [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r542"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessAcquisitionPurchasePriceAllocationGoodwillExpectedTaxDeductibleAmount": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessAcquisitionPurchasePriceAllocationGoodwillExpectedTaxDeductibleAmount",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Goodwill acquired that is expected to be deductible for tax purposes",
        "label": "Business Acquisition, Goodwill, Expected Tax Deductible Amount",
        "documentation": "The amount of goodwill arising from a business combination that is expected to be deductible for tax purposes."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r71"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationAcquiredPercentage": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationAcquiredPercentage",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Acquired (as a percent)",
        "label": "Business Combination, Acquired Percentage",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Acquired Percentage"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationAcquisitionCostIncurredButNotYetPaid": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationAcquisitionCostIncurredButNotYetPaid",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accrued Primrose transaction costs",
        "label": "Business Combination, Acquisition Cost Incurred But Not Yet Paid",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Acquisition Cost Incurred But Not Yet Paid"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationAcquisitionRelatedCosts": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationAcquisitionRelatedCosts",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Acquisition related costs",
        "label": "Business Combination, Acquisition Related Costs",
        "documentation": "This element represents acquisition-related costs incurred to effect a business combination which costs have been expensed during the period. Such costs include finder's fees; advisory, legal, accounting, valuation, and other professional or consulting fees; general administrative costs, including the costs of maintaining an internal acquisitions department; and may include costs of registering and issuing debt and equity securities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r59"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationAndAssetAcquisitionAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationAndAssetAcquisitionAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Business Combination, Asset Acquisition, and Joint Venture Formation [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationConsiderationTransferred1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationConsiderationTransferred1",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesNetOfCashAcquired",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Aggregate acquisition amount",
        "verboseLabel": "Total consideration",
        "label": "Business Combination, Consideration Transferred",
        "documentation": "Amount of consideration transferred, consisting of acquisition-date fair value of assets transferred by the acquirer, liabilities incurred by the acquirer, and equity interest issued by the acquirer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r0",
      "r1",
      "r15"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationConsiderationTransferredLiabilitiesIncurred": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationConsiderationTransferredLiabilitiesIncurred",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Liabilities incurred",
        "label": "Business Combination, Consideration Transferred, Liabilities Incurred",
        "documentation": "Amount of liabilities incurred by the acquirer as part of consideration transferred in a business combination."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r0",
      "r1",
      "r69",
      "r545"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiability": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiability",
     "crdr": "credit",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Contingent earn-out payment",
        "label": "Business Combination, Contingent Consideration, Liability",
        "documentation": "Amount of liability recognized arising from contingent consideration in a business combination."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r70",
      "r168",
      "r546",
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiabilityFairValueDisclosure": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiabilityFairValueDisclosure",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesFairValueDisclosure",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Business Combination, Contingent Consideration, Liability, Fair Value Disclosure",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Contingent Consideration, Liability, Fair Value Disclosure"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiabilityMeasurementInput": {
     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationContingentConsiderationLiabilityMeasurementInput",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Contingent liability measurement input (as a percent)",
        "label": "Business Combination, Contingent Consideration, Liability, Measurement Input",
        "documentation": "Value of input used to measure contingent consideration liability from business combination."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Acquisitions"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Acquisitions",
        "label": "Business Combination Disclosure [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for a business combination (or series of individually immaterial business combinations) completed during the period, including background, timing, and recognized assets and liabilities. The disclosure may include leverage buyout transactions (as applicable)."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r166",
      "r543"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationFrequencyOfCashPaymentsToContingentValueRightsHolders": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationFrequencyOfCashPaymentsToContingentValueRightsHolders",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Frequency of cash payments to CVR holders",
        "label": "Business Combination, Frequency Of Cash Payments To Contingent Value Rights Holders",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Frequency Of Cash Payments To Contingent Value Rights Holders"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationLoanFeesAndInterest": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationLoanFeesAndInterest",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesNetOfCashAcquired",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "DIP loan fees and interest",
        "label": "Business Combination, Loan Fees And Interest",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Loan Fees And Interest"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationNumberOfContingentValueRightsIssuedFromEachContingentValueRightSeries": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationNumberOfContingentValueRightsIssuedFromEachContingentValueRightSeries",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of CVRs issued from each CVR series",
        "label": "Business Combination, Number Of Contingent Value Rights Issued From Each Contingent Value Right Series",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Number Of Contingent Value Rights Issued From Each Contingent Value Right Series"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationNumberOfContingentValueRightsIssuedPerAcquireeShare": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationNumberOfContingentValueRightsIssuedPerAcquireeShare",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of CVRs issued per acquiree share",
        "label": "Business Combination, Number Of Contingent Value Rights Issued Per Acquiree Share",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Number Of Contingent Value Rights Issued Per Acquiree Share"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCashAndEquivalents": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCashAndEquivalents",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Cash and cash equivalents",
        "verboseLabel": "Restricted cash",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Cash and Equivalents",
        "documentation": "Amount of currency on hand as well as demand deposits with banks or financial institutions, acquired at the acquisition date. Includes other kinds of accounts that have the general characteristics of demand deposits. Also includes short-term, highly liquid investments that are both readily convertible to known amounts of cash and so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of changes in interest rates."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedContractAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedContractAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": 1.0,

       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Financial royalty assets",
        "terseLabel": "Contract assets (financial royalty assets)",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Contract Assets",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Contract Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCurrentLiabilitiesAccountsPayable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCurrentLiabilitiesAccountsPayable",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Accounts payable and accrued liabilities",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Current Liabilities, Accounts Payable",
        "documentation": "Amount of liabilities incurred for goods and services received that are used in an entity's business and related party payables, assumed at the acquisition date."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCurrentLiabilitiesDeferredRevenue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedCurrentLiabilitiesDeferredRevenue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Deferred revenue",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Current Liabilities, Deferred Revenue",
        "documentation": "Amount of deferred revenue expected to be recognized as such within one year or the normal operating cycle, if longer, assumed at the acquisition date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedDeferredTaxAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedDeferredTaxAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred tax asset",
        "label": "Business Combination Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Deferred Tax Assets",
        "documentation": "Amount of deferred tax asset attributable to deductible temporary differences and carryforwards acquired at the acquisition date."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedDeferredTaxLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedDeferredTaxLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred tax liability",
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Deferred tax liabilities, net",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Deferred Tax Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Amount of deferred tax liability attributable to taxable temporary differences assumed at the acquisition date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIncomeTaxPayable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIncomeTaxPayable",
     "crdr": "credit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Income tax payable",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Income Tax Payable",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Income Tax Payable"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIntangibleAssetsDiscountRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIntangibleAssetsDiscountRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discount rate used to value intangible assets acquired (as a percent)",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Intangible Assets, Discount Rate",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Intangible Assets, Discount Rate"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIntangibleAssetsOtherThanGoodwill": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedIntangibleAssetsOtherThanGoodwill",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Intangible assets",
        "terseLabel": "Intangible assets acquired",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Intangible Assets, Other than Goodwill",
        "documentation": "Amount of intangible assets, excluding goodwill, acquired at the acquisition date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Liabilities assumed",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Amount of liabilities assumed at the acquisition date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r63"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total fair value of net assets acquired",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount recognized as of the acquisition date for the identifiable assets acquired in excess of (less than) the aggregate liabilities assumed."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r62",
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOperatingLeaseLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOperatingLeaseLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Operating lease liabilities",

        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Operating Lease Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Operating Lease Liabilities"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Operating lease right-of-use asset",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Operating Lease Right-of-Use Assets",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Operating Lease Right-of-Use Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOtherAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOtherAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedNet",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other assets",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Other Assets",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Other Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOtherLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedOtherLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other liabilities",
        "negatedLabel": "Other liabilities",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Other Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Other Liabilities"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedPropertyPlantAndEquipment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedPropertyPlantAndEquipment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Property and equipment, net",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed, Property, Plant, and Equipment",
        "documentation": "The amount of property, plant, and equipment recognized as of the acquisition date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r62",
      "r63"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedTangibleAssetsAcquiredNetOfCashAndRestrictedCashReceived": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessCombinationRecognizedIdentifiableAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedTangibleAssetsAcquiredNetOfCashAndRestrictedCashReceived",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair value of tangible assets acquired, net of cash and restricted cash received",
        "label": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Tangible Assets Acquired Net Of Cash And Restricted Cash Received",
        "documentation": "Business Combination, Recognized Identifiable Assets Acquired And Liabilities Assumed, Tangible Assets Acquired Net Of Cash And Restricted Cash Received"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_BusinessExitCosts1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "BusinessExitCosts1",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Business exit costs",
        "label": "Business Exit Costs",
        "documentation": "Amount of expenses associated with exit or disposal activities pursuant to an authorized plan. Includes, but is not limited to, one-time termination benefits, termination of an operating lease or other contract, consolidating or closing facilities, and relocating employees, and termination benefits associated with an ongoing benefit arrangement. Excludes expenses associated with special or contractual termination benefits, a discontinued operation or an asset retirement obligation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_BusinessSpinOffAndMigrationPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "BusinessSpinOffAndMigrationPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Business",
        "label": "Business Spin-Off And Migration [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Business Spin-Off And Migration"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_CapitalExpendituresIncurredButNotYetPaid": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CapitalExpendituresIncurredButNotYetPaid",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accrued fixed asset purchases",
        "label": "Capital Expenditures Incurred but Not yet Paid",
        "documentation": "Future cash outflow to pay for purchases of fixed assets that have occurred."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r38",
      "r39",
      "r40"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CashAcquiredFromAcquisition": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CashAcquiredFromAcquisition",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Cash acquired from acquisition",
        "label": "Cash Acquired from Acquisition",
        "documentation": "The cash inflow associated with the acquisition of business during the period (for example, cash that was held by the acquired business)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r32"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CashAndCashEquivalentsAtCarryingValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CashAndCashEquivalentsAtCarryingValue",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Cash and cash equivalents",
        "label": "Cash and Cash Equivalents, at Carrying Value",
        "documentation": "Amount of currency on hand as well as demand deposits with banks or financial institutions. Includes other kinds of accounts that have the general characteristics of demand deposits. Also includes short-term, highly liquid investments that are both readily convertible to known amounts of cash and so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of changes in interest rates. Excludes cash and cash equivalents within disposal group and discontinued operation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r36",
      "r224",
      "r828"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalents": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalents",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period",
        "periodEndLabel": "Cash and cash equivalents at end of period",
        "label": "Cash, Cash Equivalents, Restricted Cash, and Restricted Cash Equivalents",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash and cash equivalents, and cash and cash equivalents restricted to withdrawal or usage. Excludes amount for disposal group and discontinued operations. Cash includes, but is not limited to, currency on hand, demand deposits with banks or financial institutions, and other accounts with general characteristics of demand deposits. Cash equivalents include, but are not limited to, short-term, highly liquid investments that are both readily convertible to known amounts of cash and so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of changes in interest rates."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r36",
      "r142",
      "r256"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net increase in cash and cash equivalents",
        "label": "Cash, Cash Equivalents, Restricted Cash, and Restricted Cash Equivalents, Period Increase (Decrease), Including Exchange Rate Effect",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in cash, cash equivalents, and cash and cash equivalents restricted to withdrawal or usage; including effect from exchange rate change. Cash includes, but is not limited to, currency on hand, demand deposits with banks or financial institutions, and other accounts with general characteristics of demand deposits. Cash equivalents include, but are not limited to, short-term, highly liquid investments that are both readily convertible to known amounts of cash and so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of changes in interest rates."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r2",
      "r142"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ChangedPeerGroupFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ChangedPeerGroupFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Changed Peer Group, Footnote",
        "label": "Changed Peer Group, Footnote [Text Block]"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r957"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ChngInFrValAsOfVstngDtOfPrrYrEqtyAwrdsVstdInCvrdYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ChngInFrValAsOfVstngDtOfPrrYrEqtyAwrdsVstdInCvrdYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Change in Fair Value as of Vesting Date of Prior Year Equity Awards Vested in Covered Year",
        "label": "Change in Fair Value as of Vesting Date of Prior Year Equity Awards Vested in Covered Year [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r954"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ChngInFrValOfOutsdngAndUnvstdEqtyAwrdsGrntdInPrrYrsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ChngInFrValOfOutsdngAndUnvstdEqtyAwrdsGrntdInPrrYrsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Year-over-Year Change in Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Prior Years That are Outstanding and Unvested",
        "label": "Year-over-Year Change in Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Prior Years That are Outstanding and Unvested [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r952"
     ]
    },
    "dei_CityAreaCode": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "CityAreaCode",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "City Area Code",
        "label": "City Area Code",
        "documentation": "Area code of city"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ClassOfStockDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ClassOfStockDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Class of Stock [Domain]",
        "label": "Class of Stock [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Share of stock differentiated by the voting rights the holder receives. Examples include, but are not limited to, common stock, redeemable preferred stock, nonredeemable preferred stock, and convertible stock."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r200",
      "r230",
      "r231",
      "r232",

      "r259",
      "r281",
      "r285",
      "r287",
      "r289",
      "r295",
      "r296",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r443",
      "r444",
      "r447",
      "r450",
      "r457",
      "r589",
      "r703",
      "r704",
      "r705",
      "r706",
      "r710",
      "r711",
      "r712",
      "r713",
      "r714",
      "r715",
      "r716",
      "r717",
      "r718",
      "r719",
      "r720",
      "r721",
      "r746",
      "r767",
      "r785",
      "r815",
      "r816",
      "r817",

      "r818",
      "r819",
      "r997",
      "r1032",
      "r1040"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ClassOfStockLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ClassOfStockLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Class of Stock [Line Items]",
        "label": "Class of Stock [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r230",
      "r231",
      "r232",
      "r295",
      "r443",
      "r444",
      "r445",
      "r447",
      "r450",
      "r455",
      "r457",
      "r703",
      "r704",
      "r705",
      "r706",
      "r857",
      "r997",
      "r1032"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ClassOfWarrantOrRightExercisePriceOfWarrantsOrRights1": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ClassOfWarrantOrRightExercisePriceOfWarrantsOrRights1",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Exercise price (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Class of Warrant or Right, Exercise Price of Warrants or Rights",
        "documentation": "Exercise price per share or per unit of warrants or rights outstanding."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r458"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ClassOfWarrantOrRightNumberOfSecuritiesCalledByWarrantsOrRights": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ClassOfWarrantOrRightNumberOfSecuritiesCalledByWarrantsOrRights",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Securities called by warrants (in shares)",
        "label": "Class of Warrant or Right, Number of Securities Called by Warrants or Rights",
        "documentation": "Number of securities into which the class of warrant or right may be converted. For example, but not limited to, 500,000 warrants may be converted into 1,000,000 shares."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r458"
     ]
    },

    "ecd_CoSelectedMeasureAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CoSelectedMeasureAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Company Selected Measure Amount",
        "label": "Company Selected Measure Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_CoSelectedMeasureName": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CoSelectedMeasureName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Company Selected Measure Name",
        "label": "Company Selected Measure Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_CollarsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "CollarsMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Collars",
        "label": "Collars [Member]",
        "documentation": "Collars"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_CommercialLicenseRightsCreditLossAdjustment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "CommercialLicenseRightsCreditLossAdjustment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Credit loss adjustment",
        "label": "Commercial License Rights, Credit Loss Adjustment",
        "documentation": "Commercial License Rights, Credit Loss Adjustment"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_CommercialPaperMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommercialPaperMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Commercial paper",
        "label": "Commercial Paper [Member]",
        "documentation": "Unsecured promissory note (generally negotiable) that provides institutions with short-term funds."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r157",
      "r417",
      "r900",
      "r901",
      "r902",
      "r903"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommitmentsAndContingencies": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommitmentsAndContingencies",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Commitments and contingencies",
        "label": "Commitments and Contingencies",
        "documentation": "Represents the caption on the face of the balance sheet to indicate that the entity has entered into (1) purchase or supply arrangements that will require expending a portion of its resources to meet the terms thereof, and (2) is exposed to potential losses or, less frequently, gains, arising from (a) possible claims against a company's resources due to future performance under contract terms, and (b) possible losses or likely gains from uncertainties that will ultimately be resolved when one or more future events that are deemed likely to occur do occur or fail to occur."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r116",
      "r176",
      "r664",
      "r745"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommitmentsAndContingenciesDisclosureAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommitmentsAndContingenciesDisclosureAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Commitments and Contingencies Disclosure [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_CommitmentsAndContingenciesDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommitmentsAndContingenciesDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingencies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Commitment and Contingencies",
        "label": "Commitments and Contingencies Disclosure [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for commitments and contingencies."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r155",
      "r408",
      "r409",
      "r821",
      "r1087",
      "r1092"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Common Stock",
        "label": "Common Stock [Member]",
        "documentation": "Stock that is subordinate to all other stock of the issuer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r896",
      "r897",
      "r898",
      "r900",
      "r901",
      "r902",
      "r903",
      "r1035",
      "r1036",
      "r1039",
      "r1144",
      "r1211",
      "r1214"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockParOrStatedValuePerShare": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockParOrStatedValuePerShare",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Common stock, par value (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Common Stock, Par or Stated Value Per Share",
        "documentation": "Face amount or stated value per share of common stock."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r119"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockSharesAuthorized": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockSharesAuthorized",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Common stock authorized (in shares)",
        "label": "Common Stock, Shares Authorized",
        "documentation": "The maximum number of common shares permitted to be issued by an entity's charter and bylaws."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r119",
      "r746"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockSharesIssued": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockSharesIssued",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Common stock issued (in shares)",
        "label": "Common Stock, Shares, Issued",
        "documentation": "Total number of common shares of an entity that have been sold or granted to shareholders (includes common shares that were issued, repurchased and remain in the treasury). These shares represent capital invested by the firm's shareholders and owners, and may be all or only a portion of the number of shares authorized. Shares issued include shares outstanding and shares held in the treasury."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r119"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockSharesOutstanding": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockSharesOutstanding",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Common stock outstanding (in shares)",
        "periodStartLabel": "Balance at beginning of period (in shares)",
        "periodEndLabel": "Balance at end of period (in shares)",
        "label": "Common Stock, Shares, Outstanding",
        "documentation": "Number of shares of common stock outstanding. Common stock represent the ownership interest in a corporation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r119",
      "r746",
      "r764",
      "r1214",
      "r1215"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CommonStockValue": {

     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CommonStockValue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Common stock, $0.001 par value; 60,000 shares authorized; 18,760 and 17,556 shares issued and outstanding at September\u00a030, 2024 and December\u00a031, 2023, respectively",
        "label": "Common Stock, Value, Issued",
        "documentation": "Aggregate par or stated value of issued nonredeemable common stock (or common stock redeemable solely at the option of the issuer). This item includes treasury stock repurchased by the entity. Note: elements for number of nonredeemable common shares, par value and other disclosure concepts are in another section within stockholders' equity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r119",
      "r666",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_CompActuallyPaidVsCoSelectedMeasureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CompActuallyPaidVsCoSelectedMeasureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Company Selected Measure",
        "label": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Company Selected Measure [Text Block]"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r963"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_CompActuallyPaidVsNetIncomeTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CompActuallyPaidVsNetIncomeTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Net Income",
        "label": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Net Income [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r962"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_CompActuallyPaidVsOtherMeasureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CompActuallyPaidVsOtherMeasureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Other Measure",
        "label": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Other Measure [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r964"

     ]
    },
    "ecd_CompActuallyPaidVsTotalShareholderRtnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "CompActuallyPaidVsTotalShareholderRtnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Total Shareholder Return",
        "label": "Compensation Actually Paid vs. Total Shareholder Return [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r961"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ComprehensiveIncomeNetOfTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ComprehensiveIncomeNetOfTax",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Comprehensive (loss) income",
        "label": "Comprehensive Income (Loss), Net of Tax, Attributable to Parent",

        "documentation": "Amount after tax of increase (decrease) in equity from transactions and other events and circumstances from net income and other comprehensive income, attributable to parent entity. Excludes changes in equity resulting from investments by owners and distributions to owners."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r30",
      "r242",
      "r244",
      "r248",
      "r653",
      "r678",
      "r679"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ConsiderationClassficationAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ConsiderationClassficationAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Consideration Classfication [Axis]",
        "label": "Consideration Classfication [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Consideration Classfication"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ConsiderationClassficationDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ConsiderationClassficationDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Consideration Classfication [Domain]",
        "label": "Consideration Classfication [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Consideration Classfication [Domain]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ConsiderationPaidForAnInterestInPotentialDevelopmentMilestone": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ConsiderationPaidForAnInterestInPotentialDevelopmentMilestone",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetContributions",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Consideration paid for an interest in potential development milestone",
        "verboseLabel": "Cash consideration paid",
        "label": "Consideration Paid For An Interest In Potential Development Milestone",
        "documentation": "Consideration Paid For An Interest In Potential Development Milestone"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ContingentLiabilitiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ContingentLiabilitiesMember",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Contingent Liabilities [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contingent Liabilities"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ContingentMilestonePurchaseAgreement": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ContingentMilestonePurchaseAgreement",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Research and development",
        "label": "Contingent Milestone Purchase Agreement",
        "documentation": "Contingent Milestone Purchase Agreement"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ContractAndRevenueIncomeOtherMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ContractAndRevenueIncomeOtherMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Other income",
        "label": "Contract And Revenue Income, Other [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contract And Revenue Income, Other"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ContractRevenueAndOtherIncomeMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ContractRevenueAndOtherIncomeMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Contract revenue and other income",
        "label": "Contract Revenue And Other Income [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contract Revenue And Other Income"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ContractWithCustomerAssetGross": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ContractWithCustomerAssetGross",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Gross contract asset",
        "label": "Contract with Customer, Asset, before Allowance for Credit Loss",
        "documentation": "Amount, before allowance for credit loss, of right to consideration in exchange for good or service transferred to customer, when right is conditioned on something other than passage of time."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r188",
      "r357",
      "r1103",
      "r1104"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ContractWithCustomerLiabilityCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ContractWithCustomerLiabilityCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred revenue",
        "label": "Contract with Customer, Liability, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount of obligation to transfer good or service to customer for which consideration has been received or is receivable, classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r460",
      "r461",
      "r464"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ContractWithCustomerLiabilityNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "ContractWithCustomerLiabilityNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OtherLiabilitiesNoncurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Novan (Pelthos) contract liability",
        "label": "Contract with Customer, Liability, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount of obligation to transfer good or service to customer for which consideration has been received or is receivable, classified as noncurrent."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r460",
      "r461",
      "r464"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ContractWithCustomerLiabilityRevenueRecognized": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ContractWithCustomerLiabilityRevenueRecognized",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Revenue recognized that was previously deferred",
        "label": "Contract with Customer, Liability, Revenue Recognized",
        "documentation": "Amount of revenue recognized that was previously included in balance of obligation to transfer good or service to customer for which consideration from customer has been received or is due."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r465"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ContractualRightsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ContractualRightsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Contractual relationships",
        "label": "Contractual Rights [Member]",
        "documentation": "Rights that arise from a contractual arrangement with a third party (not including franchise rights and license agreements)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r66",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1081",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1084",
      "r1085",
      "r1086"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ConvertibleDebtSecuritiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ConvertibleDebtSecuritiesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "2023 Notes",
        "label": "Convertible Debt Securities [Member]",
        "documentation": "Debt securities that can be exchanged for equity of the debt issuer at the option of the issuer or the holder."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1107"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CorporateDebtSecuritiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CorporateDebtSecuritiesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Corporate bonds",
        "label": "Corporate Debt Securities [Member]",
        "documentation": "Debt securities issued by domestic or foreign corporate business, banks and other entities with a promise of repayment."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r865",
      "r867",
      "r874",
      "r887",
      "r893",
      "r1208"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CostDirectMaterial": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "CostDirectMaterial",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Cost of Captisol",
        "label": "Cost, Direct Material",
        "documentation": "Cost of material used for good produced and service rendered."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1024"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CostOfGoodsAndServicesSoldAmortization": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CostOfGoodsAndServicesSoldAmortization",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amortization of intangibles",
        "label": "Cost, Amortization",
        "documentation": "Amount of expense for allocation of cost of intangible asset over its useful life directly used in production of good and rendering of service."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1024"
     ]
    },
    "srt_CounterpartyNameAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "CounterpartyNameAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Counterparty Name [Axis]",
        "label": "Counterparty Name [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by name of counterparty. A counterparty is the other party that participates in a financial transaction. Examples include, but not limited to, the name of the financial institution."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r212",
      "r213",
      "r261",
      "r262",
      "r428",
      "r445",
      "r610",
      "r627",

      "r657",
      "r834",
      "r836"
     ]
    },
    "dei_CoverAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "CoverAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Cover [Abstract]",
        "documentation": "Cover page."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_CreditFacilityAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CreditFacilityAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Credit Facility [Axis]",
        "label": "Credit Facility [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of credit facility. Credit facilities provide capital to borrowers without the need to structure a loan for each borrowing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r417",
      "r1097"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CreditFacilityDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CreditFacilityDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Credit Facility [Domain]",
        "label": "Credit Facility [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Type of credit facility. Credit facilities provide capital to borrowers without the need to structure a loan for each borrowing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r417",
      "r1097",
      "r1098"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_CreditLossFinancialInstrumentPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CreditLossFinancialInstrumentPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accounts Receivable and Allowance for Credit Losses",
        "label": "Credit Loss, Financial Instrument [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for credit loss on financial instrument measured at amortized cost basis, net investment in lease, off-balance sheet credit exposure, and available-for-sale debt security. Includes, but is not limited to, methodology used to estimate allowance for credit loss, how writeoff of uncollectible amount is recognized, and determination of past due status and nonaccrual status."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r351",
      "r352",
      "r353",
      "r354",
      "r355",

      "r357",
      "r359",
      "r360",
      "r361",
      "r362",
      "r364",
      "r365",
      "r366",
      "r367",
      "r369",
      "r370",
      "r371",
      "r375"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_CurrentAndExpectedCreditLossAdjustment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "CurrentAndExpectedCreditLossAdjustment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 18.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "CECL adjustment to financial royalty assets",
        "label": "Current And Expected Credit Loss Adjustment",
        "documentation": "Current And Expected Credit Loss Adjustment"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_CurrentFiscalYearEndDate": {

     "xbrltype": "gMonthDayItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "CurrentFiscalYearEndDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Current Fiscal Year End Date",
        "label": "Current Fiscal Year End Date",
        "documentation": "End date of current fiscal year in the format --MM-DD."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_CurrentPortionOfLiabilityForContingentValueRights": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "CurrentPortionOfLiabilityForContingentValueRights",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Current contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Current Portion Of Liability For Contingent Value Rights",
        "documentation": "Current portion of liability for contingent value rights."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_CustomerRelationshipsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "CustomerRelationshipsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Customer relationships",
        "label": "Customer Relationships [Member]",
        "documentation": "Customer relationship that exists between an entity and its customer, for example, but not limited to, tenant relationships."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r65",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1085",
      "r1086"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_CyDexMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "CyDexMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "CyDex",
        "label": "CyDex [Member]",
        "documentation": "CyDex"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtDisclosureAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtDisclosureAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Debt Disclosure [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Debt"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Debt",
        "label": "Debt Disclosure [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for information about short-term and long-term debt arrangements, which includes amounts of borrowings under each line of credit, note payable, commercial paper issue, bonds indenture, debenture issue, own-share lending arrangements and any other contractual agreement to repay funds, and about the underlying arrangements, rationale for a classification as long-term, including repayment terms, interest rates, collateral provided, restrictions on use of assets and activities, whether or not in compliance with debt covenants, and other matters important to users of the financial statements, such as the effects of refinancing and noncompliance with debt covenants."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r156",
      "r257",
      "r401",
      "r402",
      "r403",
      "r404",
      "r405",

      "r416",
      "r417",
      "r427",
      "r429",
      "r430",
      "r431",
      "r432",
      "r433",
      "r434",
      "r436",
      "r438",
      "r439",
      "r441",
      "r598"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtInstrumentBasisSpreadOnVariableRate1": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtInstrumentBasisSpreadOnVariableRate1",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Variable rate (as a percent)",
        "label": "Debt Instrument, Basis Spread on Variable Rate",
        "documentation": "Percentage points added to the reference rate to compute the variable rate on the debt instrument."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAllowanceForCreditLossWriteoff": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAllowanceForCreditLossWriteoff",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Credit losses related to available-for-sale debt securities",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Allowance for Credit Loss, Writeoff",
        "documentation": "Amount of writeoff of allowance for credit loss on investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r377"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAmortization": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAmortization",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amortized cost",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Amortization",
        "documentation": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Amortization"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAndEquitySecuritiesFVNI": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAndEquitySecuritiesFVNI",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,

       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total short-term investments",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-For-Sale And Equity Securities, FV-NI",
        "documentation": "Debt Securities, Available-For-Sale And Equity Securities, FV-NI"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Debt Securities, Available-for-sale [Table]",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r313",
      "r314",
      "r315",
      "r316",
      "r317",
      "r318",
      "r319",
      "r320",

      "r321",
      "r322",
      "r323",
      "r324"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Available-for-Sale Debt Securities",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1051",
      "r1052",
      "r1053",
      "r1054",
      "r1055",
      "r1056",
      "r1057",
      "r1058",
      "r1059",
      "r1060",
      "r1061",
      "r1063"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleUnrealizedLossPositionAccumulatedLoss": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleUnrealizedLossPositionAccumulatedLoss",
     "crdr": "debit",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Unrealized losses",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Unrealized Loss Position, Accumulated Loss",
        "documentation": "Amount of accumulated unrealized loss on investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), in unrealized loss position, without allowance for credit loss. Includes beneficial interest in securitized financial asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r189",
      "r373"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleUnrealizedLossPositionNumberOfPositions": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleUnrealizedLossPositionNumberOfPositions",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of positions in an unrealized loss position",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Unrealized Loss Position, Number of Positions",
        "documentation": "Number of investments in debt securities measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), in unrealized loss position, without allowance for credit loss. Includes beneficial interest in securitized financial asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r190",
      "r374"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DebtSecuritiesAvailableforsaleAmortizedCostAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DebtSecuritiesAvailableforsaleAmortizedCostAbstract",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amortized Cost",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale, Amortized Cost [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DeferredIncomeNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DeferredIncomeNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Long-term deferred revenue",
        "label": "Deferred Income, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount of deferred income excluding obligation to transfer product and service to customer for which consideration has been received or is receivable, classified as noncurrent."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1003"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DeferredIncomeTaxAssetsNet": {

     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DeferredIncomeTaxAssetsNet",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred income taxes, net",
        "label": "Deferred Income Tax Assets, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount, after allocation of valuation allowances and deferred tax liability, of deferred tax asset attributable to deductible differences and carryforwards, with jurisdictional netting."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r519",
      "r520"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DeferredIncomeTaxLiabilitiesNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DeferredIncomeTaxLiabilitiesNet",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred income taxes, net",
        "label": "Deferred Income Tax Liabilities, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount, after deferred tax asset, of deferred tax liability attributable to taxable differences with jurisdictional netting."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r519",
      "r520",
      "r662"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DeferredTaxAssetsAdjustments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DeferredTaxAssetsAdjustments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred tax asset adjustment",
        "label": "Deferred Tax Assets Adjustments",
        "documentation": "Deferred Tax Assets Adjustments"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DemandDepositsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DemandDepositsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Bank deposits",
        "label": "Demand Deposits [Member]",
        "documentation": "Accounts that may or may not bear interest and that depositor is entitled to withdraw at anytime without prior notice. Checking and negotiable order of withdrawal (NOW) accounts are the most common forms of demand deposits."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DepreciationDepletionAndAmortization": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DepreciationDepletionAndAmortization",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 15.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Depreciation and amortization of intangible assets",
        "label": "Depreciation, Depletion and Amortization",
        "documentation": "The aggregate expense recognized in the current period that allocates the cost of tangible assets, intangible assets, or depleting assets to periods that benefit from use of the assets."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10",
      "r293",
      "r302",
      "r308",
      "r844",
      "r845"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeAssetMeasurementInput": {
     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetMeasurementInput",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discount rate (as a percent)",
        "label": "Derivative Asset, Measurement Input",
        "documentation": "Value of input used to measure derivative asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DerivativeAssetNoncurrentStatementOfFinancialPositionExtensibleEnumerationNotDisclosedFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetNoncurrentStatementOfFinancialPositionExtensibleEnumerationNotDisclosedFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative Asset Noncurrent, Statement Of Financial Position, Extensible Enumeration, Not Disclosed Flag",
        "label": "Derivative Asset Noncurrent, Statement Of Financial Position, Extensible Enumeration, Not Disclosed Flag",
        "documentation": "Derivative Asset Noncurrent, Statement Of Financial Position, Extensible Enumeration, Not Disclosed Flag"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_DerivativeAssetStatementOfFinancialPositionExtensibleEnumerationNotDisclosedFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetStatementOfFinancialPositionExtensibleEnumerationNotDisclosedFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative Asset Statement Of Financial Position Extensible Enumeration Not Disclosed Flag",
        "label": "Derivative Asset Statement Of Financial Position Extensible Enumeration Not Disclosed Flag",
        "documentation": "Derivative Asset Statement Of Financial Position Extensible Enumeration Not Disclosed Flag"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsFairValueDisclosure",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative asset",
        "label": "Derivative Asset",
        "documentation": "Fair value, after the effects of master netting arrangements, of a financial asset or other contract with one or more underlyings, notional amount or payment provision or both, and the contract can be net settled by means outside the contract or delivery of an asset. Includes assets not subject to a master netting arrangement and not elected to be offset."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r239",
      "r240",
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r579",
      "r588",
      "r722",
      "r723",
      "r724",
      "r726",
      "r727",
      "r729",
      "r730",
      "r732",
      "r734",
      "r735",
      "r752",
      "r753",
      "r800",
      "r802",
      "r804",
      "r805",
      "r806",
      "r807",
      "r836",
      "r874",
      "r878",
      "r898",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150",
      "r1212"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeAssetsCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetsCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Current derivative assets",
        "verboseLabel": "Total current derivative assets",
        "label": "Derivative Asset, Current",
        "documentation": "Fair value, after the effects of master netting arrangements, of a financial asset or other contract with one or more underlyings, notional amount or payment provision or both, and the contract can be net settled by means outside the contract or delivery of an asset, expected to be settled within one year or normal operating cycle, if longer. Includes assets not subject to a master netting arrangement and not elected to be offset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r239"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DerivativeAssetsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative assets",
        "label": "Derivative Assets [Member]",
        "documentation": "Derivative Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeAssetsNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeAssetsNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 12.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Noncurrent derivative assets",
        "verboseLabel": "Total noncurrent derivative assets",
        "label": "Derivative Asset, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Fair value, after the effects of master netting arrangements, of a financial asset or other contract with one or more underlyings, notional amount or payment provision or both, and the contract can be net settled by means outside the contract or delivery of an asset, expected to be settled after one year or the normal operating cycle, if longer. Includes assets not subject to a master netting arrangement and not elected to be offset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r239"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeContractTypeDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeContractTypeDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative Contract [Domain]",
        "label": "Derivative Contract [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Financial instrument or contract with one or more underlyings, notional amount or payment provision or both, and the contract can be net settled by means outside the contract or delivery of an asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r732",
      "r735",
      "r751",
      "r752",
      "r753",
      "r754",
      "r755",
      "r756",
      "r757",
      "r759",
      "r760",
      "r761",
      "r762",
      "r773",
      "r774",
      "r775",
      "r776",
      "r779",
      "r780",
      "r781",
      "r782",
      "r800",
      "r801",
      "r804",
      "r806",
      "r896",
      "r898",
      "r1151",
      "r1152",
      "r1153",
      "r1154",
      "r1155",
      "r1156",
      "r1158",

      "r1159"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeGainLossOnDerivativeNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeGainLossOnDerivativeNet",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives",
        "terseLabel": "Fair value adjustments to partner program derivatives",
        "label": "Derivative, Gain (Loss) on Derivative, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in the fair value of derivatives recognized in the income statement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1142"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeGainLossStatementOfIncomeOrComprehensiveIncomeExtensibleEnumeration": {
     "xbrltype": "enumerationSetItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeGainLossStatementOfIncomeOrComprehensiveIncomeExtensibleEnumeration",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "label": "Derivative, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "documentation": "Indicates line item in statement of income or comprehensive income that includes gain (loss) from derivative."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1142"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DerivativeInstrumentAdditionalMaximumInvestment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DerivativeInstrumentAdditionalMaximumInvestment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Additional maximum investment",
        "label": "Derivative Instrument, Additional Maximum Investment",
        "documentation": "Derivative Instrument, Additional Maximum Investment"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeInstrumentRiskAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeInstrumentRiskAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Derivative Instrument [Axis]",
        "label": "Derivative Instrument [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of derivative contract."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r77",
      "r79",
      "r80",
      "r171",
      "r732",
      "r735",
      "r751",
      "r752",
      "r753",
      "r754",
      "r755",
      "r756",
      "r757",
      "r759",
      "r760",
      "r761",
      "r762",
      "r773",
      "r774",
      "r775",
      "r776",
      "r779",
      "r780",
      "r781",
      "r782",
      "r800",
      "r801",
      "r804",
      "r806",
      "r836",
      "r896",
      "r898",
      "r1151",
      "r1152",
      "r1153",

      "r1154",
      "r1155",
      "r1156",
      "r1158",
      "r1159"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeLiabilityMeasurementInput": {
     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeLiabilityMeasurementInput",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative liability, measurement input",
        "label": "Derivative Liability, Measurement Input",
        "documentation": "Value of input used to measure derivative liability."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative [Line Items]",
        "label": "Derivative [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r560"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative [Table]",
        "label": "Derivative [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about derivative instrument or group of derivative instruments, including, but not limited to, type of derivative instrument, risk being hedged, notional amount, hedge designation, related hedged item, inception date, and maturity date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r18",
      "r73",
      "r74",
      "r75",
      "r76",
      "r78",
      "r79",
      "r81",
      "r83",
      "r84",
      "r560"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativeTermOfContract": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativeTermOfContract",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative, term of contract (in years)",
        "label": "Derivative, Term of Contract",
        "documentation": "Period the derivative contract is outstanding, in 'PnYnMnDTnHnMnS' format, for example, 'P1Y5M13D' represents the reported fact of one year, five months, and thirteen days."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DerivativesPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DerivativesPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Derivative Assets",
        "label": "Derivatives, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for its derivative instruments and hedging activities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r18",
      "r73",
      "r74",
      "r76",
      "r82",
      "r263",
      "r277"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DevelopmentRegulatoryCommercialMilestonesAndTieredRoyaltiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",

     "localname": "DevelopmentRegulatoryCommercialMilestonesAndTieredRoyaltiesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Development, regulatory, &amp; commercial milestones and tiered royalties",
        "label": "Development, Regulatory, &amp; Commercial Milestones And Tiered Royalties [Member]",
        "documentation": ""
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DilutiveSecuritiesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DilutiveSecuritiesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Dilutive potential common shares:",
        "label": "Dilutive Securities, Effect on Basic Earnings Per Share [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisaggregationOfRevenueLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisaggregationOfRevenueLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Disaggregation of Revenue",
        "label": "Disaggregation of Revenue [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r463",
      "r858",
      "r859",
      "r860",
      "r861",
      "r862",
      "r863",
      "r864"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisaggregationOfRevenueTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisaggregationOfRevenueTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disaggregation of Revenue [Table]",
        "label": "Disaggregation of Revenue [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about disaggregation of revenue into categories depicting how nature, amount, timing, and uncertainty of revenue and cash flows are affected by economic factor."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r463",
      "r858",
      "r859",
      "r860",
      "r861",
      "r862",
      "r863",
      "r864"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisaggregationOfRevenueTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisaggregationOfRevenueTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Revenue by Source",
        "label": "Disaggregation of Revenue [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of disaggregation of revenue into categories depicting how nature, amount, timing, and uncertainty of revenue and cash flows are affected by economic factor."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1105"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisclosureOfShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisclosureOfShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Accounting for Share-Based Compensation",
        "label": "Disclosure of Share-Based Compensation Arrangements by Share-Based Payment Award [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r13",
      "r54"
     ]

    },
    "us-gaap_DiscontinuedOperationsAndDisposalGroupsAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DiscontinuedOperationsAndDisposalGroupsAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discontinued Operations and Disposal Groups [Abstract]",
        "label": "Discontinued Operations and Disposal Groups [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DiscontinuedOperationsPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DiscontinuedOperationsPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discontinued Operations",
        "label": "Discontinued Operations, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for discontinued operations. Includes, but is not limited to, method of interest allocation to a discontinued operation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r14",
      "r26"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupClassificationAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupClassificationAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Group Classification [Axis]",
        "label": "Disposal Group Classification [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by disposal group classification."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r219"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupClassificationDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupClassificationDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Group Classification [Domain]",
        "label": "Disposal Group Classification [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Component or group of components disposed of, including but not limited to, disposal group held-for-sale or disposed of by sale, disposed of by means other than sale, and discontinued operations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupDisposedOfBySaleNotDiscontinuedOperationsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupDisposedOfBySaleNotDiscontinuedOperationsMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not Discontinued Operations",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Disposed of by Sale, Not Discontinued Operations [Member]",
        "documentation": "Disposal group that has been sold. Excludes disposals classified as discontinued operations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r11",
      "r22"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationAccruedLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationAccruedLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Accrued liabilities",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Accrued Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as accrued liabilities attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationConsideration": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationConsideration",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Cash consideration paid",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Consideration",
        "documentation": "Amount of consideration received or receivable for the disposal of assets and liabilities, including discontinued operation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationDeferredRevenue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationDeferredRevenue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Deferred revenue",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Deferred Revenue",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as deferred revenue attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationFinanceLeaseRightOfUseAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationFinanceLeaseRightOfUseAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 9.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Finance lease right-of-use assets",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Finance Lease, Right-of-Use Asset",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Finance Lease, Right-of-Use Asset"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationGoodwill1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationGoodwill1",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetContributions",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Allocated goodwill",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Goodwill",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as goodwill attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationIntangibleAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationIntangibleAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Intangible assets",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Intangible Assets",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as intangible assets, excluding goodwill, attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationLongTermOperatingLeaseLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationLongTermOperatingLeaseLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Long-term operating lease liabilities",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Long-term Operating Lease Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Long-term Operating Lease Liabilities"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetContributions",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net assets sold",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Net Asset",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Net Asset"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetContributions": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetContributions",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Net Contributions",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Net Contributions"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Operating lease right-of-use assets",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Operating Lease, Right-of-Use Asset",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Operating Lease, Right-of-Use Asset"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOtherAssets": {

     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOtherAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other assets",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Other Assets",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as other assets attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOtherLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationOtherLiabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 8.0
      }
     },

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Other liabilities",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Other Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as other liabilities attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationPercentageOfVotingInterestsDisposed": {
     "xbrltype": "pureItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationPercentageOfVotingInterestsDisposed",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Percentage of voting interests disposed (as a percent)",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Percentage Of Voting Interests Disposed",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Percentage Of Voting Interests Disposed"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationPropertyPlantAndEquipment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationPropertyPlantAndEquipment",
     "crdr": "debit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationNetAsset",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Property and equipment, net",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Property, Plant and Equipment",
        "documentation": "Amount classified as property, plant and equipment attributable to disposal group held for sale or disposed of."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r3",
      "r88",
      "r103",
      "r153"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationShareConsideration": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupIncludingDiscontinuedOperationShareConsideration",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Shares received as consideration (in shares)",
        "label": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Share Consideration",
        "documentation": "Disposal Group, Including Discontinued Operation, Share Consideration"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBio",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAb"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of Pelican Business and Investment in Primrose Bio",
        "verboseLabel": "Spin-off of OmniAb",
        "label": "Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations, Disclosure [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure related to a disposal group. Includes, but is not limited to, a discontinued operation, disposal classified as held-for-sale or disposed of by means other than sale or disposal of an individually significant component."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r87",
      "r151"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_DisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "DisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Group Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Disposal Group Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Name of disposal group."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r868",
      "r869"
     ]
    },
    "dei_DocumentFiscalPeriodFocus": {
     "xbrltype": "fiscalPeriodItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentFiscalPeriodFocus",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Fiscal Period Focus",
        "label": "Document Fiscal Period Focus",
        "documentation": "Fiscal period values are FY, Q1, Q2, and Q3. 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarter 10-Q or 10-QT statements have value Q1, Q2, and Q3 respectively, with 10-K, 10-KT or other fiscal year statements having FY."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_DocumentFiscalYearFocus": {
     "xbrltype": "gYearItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentFiscalYearFocus",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Fiscal Year Focus",
        "label": "Document Fiscal Year Focus",
        "documentation": "This is focus fiscal year of the document report in YYYY format. For a 2006 annual report, which may also provide financial information from prior periods, fiscal 2006 should be given as the fiscal year focus. Example: 2006."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "dei_DocumentPeriodEndDate": {
     "xbrltype": "dateItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentPeriodEndDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Period End Date",
        "label": "Document Period End Date",
        "documentation": "For the EDGAR submission types of Form 8-K: the date of the report, the date of the earliest event reported; for the EDGAR submission types of Form N-1A: the filing date; for all other submission types: the end of the reporting or transition period. The format of the date is YYYY-MM-DD."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_DocumentQuarterlyReport": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentQuarterlyReport",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Quarterly Report",
        "label": "Document Quarterly Report",
        "documentation": "Boolean flag that is true only for a form used as an quarterly report."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r913"
     ]
    },
    "dei_DocumentTransitionReport": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentTransitionReport",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Transition Report",
        "label": "Document Transition Report",
        "documentation": "Boolean flag that is true only for a form used as a transition report."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r945"
     ]
    },
    "dei_DocumentType": {
     "xbrltype": "submissionTypeItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "DocumentType",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Document Type",
        "label": "Document Type",
        "documentation": "The type of document being provided (such as 10-K, 10-Q, 485BPOS, etc). The document type is limited to the same value as the supporting SEC submission type, or the word 'Other'."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_DvddsOrOthrErngsPdOnEqtyAwrdsNtOthrwsRflctdInTtlCompForCvrdYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "DvddsOrOthrErngsPdOnEqtyAwrdsNtOthrwsRflctdInTtlCompForCvrdYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Dividends or Other Earnings Paid on Equity Awards not Otherwise Reflected in Total Compensation for Covered Year",
        "label": "Dividends or Other Earnings Paid on Equity Awards not Otherwise Reflected in Total Compensation for Covered Year [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r956"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EarningsPerShareAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Earnings per share",
        "label": "Earnings Per Share [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareBasic": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EarningsPerShareBasic",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Basic net (loss) income per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Earnings Per Share, Basic",
        "documentation": "The amount of net income (loss) for the period per each share of common stock or unit outstanding during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r249",
      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r274",
      "r279",
      "r281",
      "r287",
      "r288",
      "r289",
      "r292",
      "r540",
      "r548",
      "r563",
      "r564",
      "r654",
      "r680",
      "r840"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareDiluted": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EarningsPerShareDiluted",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,

       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Diluted net (loss) income per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Earnings Per Share, Diluted",
        "documentation": "The amount of net income (loss) for the period available to each share of common stock or common unit outstanding during the reporting period and to each share or unit that would have been outstanding assuming the issuance of common shares or units for all dilutive potential common shares or units outstanding during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r249",
      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r274",
      "r281",
      "r287",
      "r288",
      "r289",
      "r292",
      "r540",
      "r548",
      "r563",
      "r564",
      "r654",
      "r680",
      "r840"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EarningsPerSharePolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EarningsPerSharePolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Net (Loss) Income Per Share",
        "label": "Earnings Per Share, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for computing basic and diluted earnings or loss per share for each class of common stock and participating security. Addresses all significant policy factors, including any antidilutive items that have been excluded from the computation and takes into account stock dividends, splits and reverse splits that occur after the balance sheet date of the latest reporting period but before the issuance of the financial statements."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r41",
      "r42",
      "r291"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EffectOfExchangeRateOnCashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalents": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EffectOfExchangeRateOnCashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalents",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents",
        "label": "Effect of Exchange Rate on Cash, Cash Equivalents, Restricted Cash, and Restricted Cash Equivalents, Continuing Operations",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) from effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents, and cash and cash equivalents restricted to withdrawal or usage; held in foreign currencies. Excludes amounts for disposal group and discontinued operations. Cash includes, but is not limited to, currency on hand, demand deposits with banks or financial institutions, and other accounts with general characteristics of demand deposits. Cash equivalents include, but are not limited to, short-term, highly liquid investments that are both readily convertible to known amounts of cash and so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of changes in interest rates."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r591"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EffectiveIncomeTaxRateContinuingOperations": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EffectiveIncomeTaxRateContinuingOperations",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/IncomeTaxDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Effective income tax rate (as a percent)",
        "label": "Effective Income Tax Rate Reconciliation, Percent",
        "documentation": "Percentage of current income tax expense (benefit) and deferred income tax expense (benefit) pertaining to continuing operations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r522",
      "r873"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ElutiaAndCorMatrixMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ElutiaAndCorMatrixMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Elutia (CorMatrix)",
        "label": "Elutia And CorMatrix [Member]",
        "documentation": "Elutia And CorMatrix"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_EmployeeRelatedLiabilitiesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EmployeeRelatedLiabilitiesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 8.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Compensation",
        "label": "Employee-related Liabilities, Current",
        "documentation": "Total of the carrying values as of the balance sheet date of obligations incurred through that date and payable for obligations related to services received from employees, such as accrued salaries and bonuses, payroll taxes and fringe benefits. Used to reflect the current portion of the liabilities (due within one year or within the normal operating cycle if longer)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r111"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EmployeeRetentionCredit": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EmployeeRetentionCredit",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Employee retention credit",
        "label": "Employee Retention Credit",

        "documentation": "Employee Retention Credit"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_EmployeeServiceShareBasedCompensationEstimatedQuantityOfSharesToBeRepurchasedInFollowingPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EmployeeServiceShareBasedCompensationEstimatedQuantityOfSharesToBeRepurchasedInFollowingPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Shares available for future purchases (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Shares Expected to be Repurchased, Next Fiscal Period",
        "documentation": "Number of shares to be repurchased in accordance with a policy to use treasury stock to satisfy share-award conversions."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r56"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EmployeeStockOptionMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EmployeeStockOptionMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Stock options",
        "terseLabel": "Stock Options",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Option [Member]",
        "documentation": "Share-based payment arrangement granting right, subject to vesting and other restrictions, to purchase or sell certain number of shares at predetermined price for specified period of time."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_EmployeeStockPurchasePlanAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EmployeeStockPurchasePlanAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Employee Stock Purchase Plan",
        "label": "Employee Stock Purchase Plan [Abstract]",
        "documentation": "Employee Stock Purchase Plan [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_EnsifentrineMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EnsifentrineMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Ensifentrine inventors",
        "label": "Ensifentrine [Member]",
        "documentation": "Ensifentrine"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "dei_EntityAddressAddressLine1": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityAddressAddressLine1",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Address, Address Line One",
        "label": "Entity Address, Address Line One",
        "documentation": "Address Line 1 such as Attn, Building Name, Street Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityAddressCityOrTown": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityAddressCityOrTown",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Address, City or Town",
        "label": "Entity Address, City or Town",
        "documentation": "Name of the City or Town"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityAddressPostalZipCode": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityAddressPostalZipCode",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Address, Postal Zip Code",
        "label": "Entity Address, Postal Zip Code",
        "documentation": "Code for the postal or zip code"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityAddressStateOrProvince": {
     "xbrltype": "stateOrProvinceItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityAddressStateOrProvince",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Address, State or Province",
        "label": "Entity Address, State or Province",
        "documentation": "Name of the state or province."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityCentralIndexKey": {
     "xbrltype": "centralIndexKeyItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityCentralIndexKey",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Central Index Key",
        "label": "Entity Central Index Key",

        "documentation": "A unique 10-digit SEC-issued value to identify entities that have filed disclosures with the SEC. It is commonly abbreviated as CIK."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityCommonStockSharesOutstanding": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityCommonStockSharesOutstanding",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Common Stock, Shares Outstanding",
        "label": "Entity Common Stock, Shares Outstanding",
        "documentation": "Indicate number of shares or other units outstanding of each of registrant's classes of capital or common stock or other ownership interests, if and as stated on cover of related periodic report. Where multiple classes or units exist define each class/interest by adding class of stock items such as Common Class A [Member], Common Class B [Member] or Partnership Interest [Member] onto the Instrument [Domain] of the Entity Listings, Instrument."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityCurrentReportingStatus": {
     "xbrltype": "yesNoItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityCurrentReportingStatus",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Current Reporting Status",
        "label": "Entity Current Reporting Status",
        "documentation": "Indicate 'Yes' or 'No' whether registrants (1) have filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that registrants were required to file such reports), and (2) have been subject to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. This information should be based on the registrant's current or most recent filing containing the related disclosure."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityEmergingGrowthCompany": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityEmergingGrowthCompany",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Emerging Growth Company",
        "label": "Entity Emerging Growth Company",
        "documentation": "Indicate if registrant meets the emerging growth company criteria."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityFileNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "fileNumberItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityFileNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity File Number",
        "label": "Entity File Number",
        "documentation": "Commission file number. The field allows up to 17 characters. The prefix may contain 1-3 digits, the sequence number may contain 1-8 digits, the optional suffix may contain 1-4 characters, and the fields are separated with a hyphen."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityFilerCategory": {
     "xbrltype": "filerCategoryItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityFilerCategory",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Filer Category",
        "label": "Entity Filer Category",
        "documentation": "Indicate whether the registrant is one of the following: Large Accelerated Filer, Accelerated Filer, Non-accelerated Filer. Definitions of these categories are stated in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. This information should be based on the registrant's current or most recent filing containing the related disclosure."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityIncorporationStateCountryCode": {
     "xbrltype": "edgarStateCountryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityIncorporationStateCountryCode",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Incorporation, State or Country Code",
        "label": "Entity Incorporation, State or Country Code",
        "documentation": "Two-character EDGAR code representing the state or country of incorporation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_EntityInteractiveDataCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "yesNoItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityInteractiveDataCurrent",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Interactive Data Current",
        "label": "Entity Interactive Data Current",
        "documentation": "Boolean flag that is true when the registrant has submitted electronically every Interactive Data File required to be submitted pursuant to Rule 405 of Regulation S-T during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to submit such files)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r995"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityRegistrantName": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityRegistrantName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Registrant Name",
        "label": "Entity Registrant Name",
        "documentation": "The exact name of the entity filing the report as specified in its charter, which is required by forms filed with the SEC."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityShellCompany": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityShellCompany",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Shell Company",
        "label": "Entity Shell Company",
        "documentation": "Boolean flag that is true when the registrant is a shell company as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntitySmallBusiness": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntitySmallBusiness",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Entity Small Business",
        "label": "Entity Small Business",
        "documentation": "Indicates that the company is a Smaller Reporting Company (SRC)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "dei_EntityTaxIdentificationNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "employerIdItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "EntityTaxIdentificationNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Entity Tax Identification Number",
        "label": "Entity Tax Identification Number",
        "documentation": "The Tax Identification Number (TIN), also known as an Employer Identification Number (EIN), is a unique 9-digit value assigned by the IRS."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r911"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_EqtyAwrdsAdjFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "EqtyAwrdsAdjFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Awards Adjustments, Footnote",
        "label": "Equity Awards Adjustments, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r950"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_EqtyAwrdsAdjsExclgValRprtdInSummryCompstnTblMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "EqtyAwrdsAdjsExclgValRprtdInSummryCompstnTblMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Awards Adjustments, Excluding Value Reported in Compensation Table",
        "label": "Equity Awards Adjustments, Excluding Value Reported in the Compensation Table [Member]"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r991"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_EqtyAwrdsAdjsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "EqtyAwrdsAdjsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Awards Adjustments",
        "label": "Equity Awards Adjustments [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r991"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_EqtyAwrdsInSummryCompstnTblForAplblYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "EqtyAwrdsInSummryCompstnTblForAplblYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Grant Date Fair Value of Equity Award Amounts Reported in Summary Compensation Table",
        "label": "Aggregate Grant Date Fair Value of Equity Award Amounts Reported in Summary Compensation Table [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r991"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquityAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquityAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Equity [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_EquityComponentDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquityComponentDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Component [Domain]",
        "label": "Equity Component [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Components of equity are the parts of the total Equity balance including that which is allocated to common, preferred, treasury stock, retained earnings, etc."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r218",
      "r245",
      "r246",
      "r247",
      "r264",
      "r265",
      "r266",
      "r268",
      "r273",

      "r275",
      "r277",
      "r294",
      "r349",
      "r350",
      "r399",
      "r459",
      "r529",
      "r530",
      "r537",
      "r538",
      "r539",
      "r541",
      "r547",
      "r548",
      "r554",
      "r555",
      "r556",
      "r557",
      "r558",
      "r559",
      "r562",
      "r592",
      "r593",
      "r594",
      "r595",
      "r596",
      "r597",
      "r599",
      "r600",
      "r607",
      "r676",
      "r695",
      "r696",
      "r697",
      "r710",
      "r785"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EquityIssuanceCost": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",

     "localname": "EquityIssuanceCost",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity issuance cost",
        "label": "Equity Issuance Cost",
        "documentation": "Equity Issuance Cost"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_EquityMethodInvesteeNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "EquityMethodInvesteeNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investment, Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Investment, Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Name of investment including named security. Excludes entity that is consolidated."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r345",
      "r346",
      "r347",
      "r536",
      "r999",
      "r1000",
      "r1001",

      "r1137",
      "r1138",
      "r1139",
      "r1140"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquityMethodInvestmentOtherThanTemporaryImpairment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquityMethodInvestmentOtherThanTemporaryImpairment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Impairment of equity method investment",
        "label": "Equity Method Investment, Other-than-Temporary Impairment",
        "documentation": "Amount of other-than-temporary decline in value that has been recognized against investment accounted for under equity method of accounting."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1068"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquityMethodInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquityMethodInvestments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity method investment in Primrose Bio",
        "label": "Equity Method Investments",
        "documentation": "This item represents the carrying amount on the entity's balance sheet of its investment in common stock of an equity method investee. This is not an indicator of the fair value of the investment, rather it is the initial cost adjusted for the entity's share of earnings and losses of the investee, adjusted for any distributions (dividends) and other than temporary impairment (OTTI) losses recognized."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r293",
      "r305",
      "r308",
      "r344",
      "r1015",
      "r1069"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EquityMethodInvestmentsAllocationMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EquityMethodInvestmentsAllocationMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity method investment",
        "label": "Equity Method Investments Allocation [Member]",
        "documentation": "Equity Method Investments Allocation"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_EquityMethodInvestmentsPolicy": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquityMethodInvestmentsPolicy",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Method Investment",
        "label": "Equity Method Investments [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for equity method of accounting for investments and other interests. Investment includes, but is not limited to, unconsolidated subsidiary, corporate joint venture, noncontrolling interest in real estate venture, limited partnership, and limited liability company. Information includes, but is not limited to, ownership percentage, reason equity method is or is not considered appropriate, and accounting policy election for distribution received."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r8",
      "r85",
      "r346"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EquitySecuritiesAllocationMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesAllocationMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity securities",
        "label": "Equity Securities Allocation [Member]",
        "documentation": "Equity Securities Allocation"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesByIndustryAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesByIndustryAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Industry Sector [Axis]",
        "label": "Industry Sector [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by industry sector, examples include but are not limited to, commercial, industrial, agricultural, financial services, technology, healthcare and real estate."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r724",
      "r728",
      "r731",
      "r793",
      "r795",
      "r799",
      "r810",
      "r848",
      "r874",
      "r876",
      "r878",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EquitySecuritiesFVNIShareSoldInPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesFVNIShareSoldInPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of Viking common stock (in shares)",
        "label": "Equity Securities, FV NI, Share Sold In Period",
        "documentation": "Equity Securities, FV NI, Share Sold In Period"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesFvNi": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesFvNi",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_DebtSecuritiesAvailableForSaleAndEquitySecuritiesFVNI",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Viking common stock",
        "label": "Equity Securities, FV-NI, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount of investment in equity security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in net income (FV-NI), classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r229",
      "r587",
      "r830"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesFvNiCurrentAndNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesFvNiCurrentAndNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsFairValueDisclosure",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investment in Viking common stock",
        "label": "Equity Securities, FV-NI",
        "documentation": "Amount of investment in equity security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in net income (FV-NI)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r229",
      "r566",
      "r587",
      "r657",
      "r658",
      "r874",
      "r892",
      "r895",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesFvNiRealizedGainLoss": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesFvNiRealizedGainLoss",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Gain on sale of Viking common stock",
        "label": "Equity Securities, FV-NI, Realized Gain (Loss)",
        "documentation": "Amount of realized gain (loss) from sale of investment in equity security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in net income (FV-NI)."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r681",
      "r1067"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesFvNiUnrealizedGainLoss": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesFvNiUnrealizedGainLoss",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 17.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Fair value adjustment to Primrose Bio securities investments",
        "label": "Equity Securities, FV-NI, Unrealized Gain (Loss)",
        "documentation": "Amount of unrealized gain (loss) on investment in equity security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in net income (FV-NI)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r682",
      "r1067"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesIndustryMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesIndustryMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Industry Sector [Domain]",
        "label": "Industry Sector [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Industry sector consisting of government, private and corporate entities engaged in business activities, including but not limited to, commercial, industrial, agricultural, financial services, technology, healthcare and real estate."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r724",
      "r728",
      "r731",
      "r793",
      "r795",
      "r799",
      "r810",
      "r874",
      "r876",
      "r878",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Corporate equity securities",
        "verboseLabel": "Equity Securities",
        "label": "Equity Securities [Member]",
        "documentation": "Ownership interest or right to acquire or dispose of ownership interest in corporations and other legal entities for which ownership interest is represented by shares of common or preferred stock, convertible securities, stock rights, or stock warrants."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r46",
      "r887",
      "r904",
      "r905",
      "r906",
      "r1216"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_EquitySecuritiesWithoutReadilyDeterminableFairValueImpairmentLossAnnualAmount": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "EquitySecuritiesWithoutReadilyDeterminableFairValueImpairmentLossAnnualAmount",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Decrease in value of investment",
        "label": "Equity Securities without Readily Determinable Fair Value, Impairment Loss, Annual Amount",
        "documentation": "Amount of impairment loss on investment in equity security without readily determinable fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r343"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_EquityValuationAssumptionDifferenceFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "EquityValuationAssumptionDifferenceFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Equity Valuation Assumption Difference, Footnote",
        "label": "Equity Valuation Assumption Difference, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r960"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ErrCompAnalysisTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ErrCompAnalysisTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Erroneous Compensation Analysis",
        "label": "Erroneous Compensation Analysis [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r918",
      "r928",
      "r938",
      "r970"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ErrCompRecoveryTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ErrCompRecoveryTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Erroneously Awarded Compensation Recovery",

        "label": "Erroneously Awarded Compensation Recovery [Table]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r915",
      "r925",
      "r935",
      "r967"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_EvomelaMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "EvomelaMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Evomela",
        "label": "Evomela [Member]",
        "documentation": "Evomela"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_ExecutiveCategoryAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ExecutiveCategoryAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Executive Category:",
        "label": "Executive Category [Axis]"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r966"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]",
        "label": "Fair Value, Assets and Liabilities Measured on Recurring and Nonrecurring Basis [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r579",
      "r874"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value Measurements, Recurring and Nonrecurring [Table]",
        "label": "Fair Value, Recurring and Nonrecurring [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about asset and liability measured at fair value on recurring and nonrecurring basis."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r579",
      "r874"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueAssetsAndLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringAndNonrecurringBasisTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Assets and Liabilities Measured at Fair Value",
        "label": "Fair Value Measurements, Recurring and Nonrecurring [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of financial instrument measured at fair value on recurring or nonrecurring basis. Includes, but is not limited to, instrument classified in shareholders' equity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r874",
      "r1146",
      "r1147",
      "r1158"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueAssetsMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationCalculationRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueAssetsMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationCalculationRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Assets",
        "label": "Fair Value, Assets Measured on Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Calculation [Roll Forward]",
        "documentation": "A roll forward is a reconciliation of a concept from the beginning of a period to the end of a period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueByFairValueHierarchyLevelAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueByFairValueHierarchyLevelAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value Hierarchy and NAV [Axis]",
        "label": "Fair Value Hierarchy and NAV [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by level within fair value hierarchy and fair value measured at net asset value per share as practical expedient."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r435",
      "r467",
      "r468",
      "r469",
      "r470",
      "r471",
      "r472",
      "r565",
      "r567",
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r578",
      "r579",
      "r581",
      "r614",

      "r615",
      "r616",
      "r853",
      "r854",
      "r865",
      "r866",
      "r867",
      "r874",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueByMeasurementFrequencyAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueByMeasurementFrequencyAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Measurement Frequency [Axis]",
        "label": "Measurement Frequency [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by measurement frequency."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r568",
      "r570",
      "r874",
      "r1149",
      "r1160"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueDisclosuresAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueDisclosuresAbstract",
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value Disclosures [Abstract]",
        "label": "Fair Value Disclosures [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueDisclosuresTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueDisclosuresTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Fair Value Measurements",
        "label": "Fair Value Disclosures [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for the fair value of financial instruments (as defined), including financial assets and financial liabilities (collectively, as defined), and the measurements of those instruments as well as disclosures related to the fair value of non-financial assets and liabilities. Such disclosures about the financial instruments, assets, and liabilities would include: (1) the fair value of the required items together with their carrying amounts (as appropriate); (2) for items for which it is not practicable to estimate fair value, disclosure would include: (a) information pertinent to estimating fair value (including, carrying amount, effective interest rate, and maturity, and (b) the reasons why it is not practicable to estimate fair value; (3) significant concentrations of credit risk including: (a) information about the activity, region, or economic characteristics identifying a concentration, (b) the maximum amount of loss the entity is exposed to based on the gross fair value of the related item, (c) policy for requiring collateral or other security and information as to accessing such collateral or security, and (d) the nature and brief description of such collateral or security; (4) quantitative information about market risks and how such risks are managed; (5) for items measured on both a recurring and nonrecurring basis information regarding the inputs used to develop the fair value measurement; and (6) for items presented in the financial statement for which fair value measurement is elected: (a) information necessary to understand the reasons for the election, (b) discussion of the effect of fair value changes on earnings, (c) a description of [similar groups] items for which the election is made and the relation thereof to the balance sheet, the aggregate carrying value of items included in the balance sheet that are not eligible for the election; (7) all other required (as defined) and desired information."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r574",
      "r576",
      "r577",
      "r578",
      "r581",
      "r582",
      "r583",
      "r584",
      "r585",
      "r649",
      "r874",
      "r879"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueInputsLevel1Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueInputsLevel1Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Level\u00a01",
        "label": "Fair Value, Inputs, Level 1 [Member]",
        "documentation": "Quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities that the reporting entity can access at the measurement date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r435",
      "r467",
      "r472",
      "r567",
      "r579",
      "r614",
      "r865",
      "r866",
      "r867",
      "r874"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueInputsLevel2Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueInputsLevel2Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Level\u00a02",
        "label": "Fair Value, Inputs, Level 2 [Member]",
        "documentation": "Inputs other than quoted prices included within level 1 that are observable for an asset or liability, either directly or indirectly, including, but not limited to, quoted prices for similar assets or liabilities in active markets, or quoted prices for identical or similar assets or liabilities in inactive markets."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r435",
      "r467",
      "r472",
      "r567",
      "r568",
      "r579",
      "r615",
      "r853",
      "r854",
      "r865",
      "r866",
      "r867",
      "r874"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueInputsLevel3Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueInputsLevel3Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Level\u00a03",
        "label": "Fair Value, Inputs, Level 3 [Member]",
        "documentation": "Unobservable inputs that reflect the entity's own assumption about the assumptions market participants would use in pricing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r435",
      "r467",
      "r468",
      "r469",
      "r470",
      "r471",
      "r472",
      "r567",

      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r579",
      "r616",
      "r853",
      "r854",
      "r865",
      "r866",
      "r867",
      "r874",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationCalculationRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationCalculationRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Liabilities",
        "label": "Fair Value, Liabilities Measured on Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Calculation [Roll Forward]",
        "documentation": "A roll forward is a reconciliation of a concept from the beginning of a period to the end of a period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueLiabilitiesMeasuredOnRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Reconciliation of Level 3 Financial Instruments",
        "label": "Fair Value, Liabilities Measured on Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the fair value measurement of liabilities using significant unobservable inputs (Level 3), a reconciliation of the beginning and ending balances, separately presenting changes attributable to the following: (1) total gains or losses for the period (realized and unrealized), segregating those gains or losses included in earnings (or changes in net assets), and gains or losses recognized in other comprehensive income (loss) and a description of where those gains or losses included in earnings (or changes in net assets) are reported in the statement of income (or activities); (2) purchases, sales, issues, and settlements (each type disclosed separately); and (3) transfers in and transfers out of Level 3 (for example, transfers due to changes in the observability of significant inputs) by class of liability."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r571",
      "r575",
      "r580"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementFrequencyDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementFrequencyDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value, Measurement Frequency [Domain]",
        "label": "Measurement Frequency [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Measurement frequency."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r566",
      "r567",
      "r568",
      "r570",
      "r874",
      "r1149",
      "r1160"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetGainLossIncludedInEarnings1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetGainLossIncludedInEarnings1",

     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Fair value adjustments to derivative assets",
        "label": "Fair Value, Measurement with Unobservable Inputs Reconciliation, Recurring Basis, Asset, Gain (Loss) Included in Earnings",
        "documentation": "Amount of gain (loss) recognized in income from asset measured at fair value on recurring basis using unobservable input (level 3)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r572",
      "r580",
      "r876",
      "r877"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetPurchases": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetPurchases",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Additions to derivative assets",
        "label": "Fair Value, Measurement with Unobservable Inputs Reconciliation, Recurring Basis, Asset, Purchases",
        "documentation": "Amount of purchases of financial instrument classified as an asset measured using unobservable inputs that reflect the entity's own assumption about the assumptions market participants would use in pricing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r573",
      "r580",
      "r876"
     ]

    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisAssetValue",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Beginning balance",
        "periodEndLabel": "Ending balance",
        "label": "Fair Value, Measurement with Unobservable Inputs Reconciliation, Recurring Basis, Asset Value",
        "documentation": "Fair value of financial instrument classified as an asset measured using unobservable inputs that reflect the entity's own assumption about the assumptions market participants would use in pricing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r571",
      "r580",
      "r876"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisLiabilityGainLossIncludedInEarnings": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationRecurringBasisLiabilityGainLossIncludedInEarnings",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair value adjustments to contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Fair Value, Measurement with Unobservable Inputs Reconciliation, Recurring Basis, Liability, Gain (Loss) Included in Earnings",
        "documentation": "Amount of gain (loss) recognized in income from liability measured at fair value on recurring basis using unobservable input (level 3)."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r572",
      "r580"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationsRecurringBasisLiabilityValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementWithUnobservableInputsReconciliationsRecurringBasisLiabilityValue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Beginning balance",
        "periodEndLabel": "Ending balance",
        "label": "Fair Value, Measurement with Unobservable Inputs Reconciliation, Recurring Basis, Liability Value",
        "documentation": "Fair value of financial instrument classified as a liability measured using unobservable inputs that reflect the entity's own assumption about the assumptions market participants would use in pricing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r571",
      "r580"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementsFairValueHierarchyDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementsFairValueHierarchyDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value Hierarchy and NAV [Domain]",
        "label": "Fair Value Hierarchy and NAV [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Categories used to prioritize the inputs to valuation techniques to measure fair value."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r435",
      "r467",
      "r468",
      "r469",
      "r470",
      "r471",
      "r472",
      "r565",
      "r567",
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r578",
      "r579",
      "r581",
      "r614",
      "r615",
      "r616",
      "r853",
      "r854",
      "r865",
      "r866",
      "r867",
      "r874",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueMeasurementsRecurringMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueMeasurementsRecurringMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Recurring",
        "label": "Fair Value, Recurring [Member]",

        "documentation": "Frequent fair value measurement. Includes, but is not limited to, fair value adjustment for impairment of asset, liability or equity, frequently measured at fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r874",
      "r1146",
      "r1147",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150",
      "r1160"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationAssetGainLossStatementOfIncomeExtensibleList": {
     "xbrltype": "enumerationSetItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationAssetGainLossStatementOfIncomeExtensibleList",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value, Asset, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "label": "Fair Value, Asset, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "documentation": "Indicates line item in statement of income or comprehensive income that includes gain (loss) from asset measured at fair value using unobservable input (level 3)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r572",
      "r580"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FairValueRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationLiabilityGainLossStatementOfIncomeExtensibleList": {
     "xbrltype": "enumerationSetItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FairValueRecurringBasisUnobservableInputReconciliationLiabilityGainLossStatementOfIncomeExtensibleList",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Fair Value, Liability, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "label": "Fair Value, Liability, Recurring Basis, Unobservable Input Reconciliation, Gain (Loss), Statement of Income or Comprehensive Income [Extensible Enumeration]",
        "documentation": "Indicates line item in statement of income or comprehensive income that includes gain (loss) from liability measured at fair value using unobservable input (level 3)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r572",
      "r580"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_FilspariMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FilspariMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Filspari",
        "label": "Filspari [Member]",
        "documentation": "Filspari"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinanceLeaseAndOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAssetAmortization": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinanceLeaseAndOperatingLeaseRightOfUseAssetAmortization",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0

      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Lease amortization expense",
        "label": "Finance Lease And Operating Lease, Right-of-Use Asset, Amortization",
        "documentation": "Finance Lease And Operating Lease, Right-of-Use Asset, Amortization"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FinanceLeaseLiabilityCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FinanceLeaseLiabilityCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Current finance lease liabilities",
        "label": "Finance Lease, Liability, Current",
        "documentation": "Present value of lessee's discounted obligation for lease payments from finance lease, classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r602"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FinanceLeasePrincipalPayments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FinanceLeasePrincipalPayments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Payments under finance lease obligations",
        "label": "Finance Lease, Principal Payments",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash outflow for principal payment on finance lease."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r603",
      "r604"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FinanceLeaseRightOfUseAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FinanceLeaseRightOfUseAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Finance lease right-of-use assets",
        "label": "Finance Lease, Right-of-Use Asset, after Accumulated Amortization",
        "documentation": "Amount, after accumulated amortization, of right-of-use asset from finance lease."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r601"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_FinanceRoyaltyAgreementMilestoneProceedsRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinanceRoyaltyAgreementMilestoneProceedsRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Future milestones right to receive (as a percent)",
        "label": "Finance Royalty Agreement, Milestone Proceeds Rate",
        "documentation": "Finance Royalty Agreement, Milestone Proceeds Rate"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinanceRoyaltyAgreementRoyaltyRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinanceRoyaltyAgreementRoyaltyRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Royalties right to receive (as a percent)",
        "label": "Finance Royalty Agreement, Royalty Rate",
        "documentation": "Finance Royalty Agreement, Royalty Rate"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FinancialInstrumentAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FinancialInstrumentAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial Instrument [Axis]",
        "label": "Financial Instrument [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of financial instrument."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r313",
      "r314",
      "r315",
      "r316",
      "r317",
      "r318",
      "r319",
      "r320",
      "r321",
      "r322",
      "r323",
      "r324",
      "r325",

      "r326",
      "r327",
      "r328",
      "r329",
      "r330",
      "r331",
      "r332",
      "r333",
      "r334",
      "r335",
      "r336",
      "r337",
      "r338",
      "r339",
      "r340",
      "r341",
      "r342",
      "r355",
      "r356",
      "r357",
      "r358",
      "r363",
      "r372",
      "r375",
      "r376",
      "r440",
      "r455",
      "r560",
      "r586",
      "r611",
      "r612",
      "r613",
      "r614",
      "r615",
      "r616",
      "r617",
      "r618",
      "r619",
      "r620",
      "r621",
      "r622",
      "r623",

      "r624",
      "r625",
      "r628",
      "r629",
      "r630",
      "r631",
      "r632",
      "r633",
      "r634",
      "r635",
      "r636",
      "r637",
      "r638",
      "r639",
      "r640",
      "r641",
      "r642",
      "r677",
      "r849",
      "r874",
      "r876",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r880",
      "r881",
      "r882",
      "r883",
      "r884",
      "r887",
      "r1005",
      "r1006",
      "r1007",
      "r1008",
      "r1009",
      "r1010",
      "r1011",
      "r1063",
      "r1064",
      "r1065",
      "r1066",
      "r1145",
      "r1148",

      "r1149",
      "r1150",
      "r1157",
      "r1160"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsAllowance": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsAllowance",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNet",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Allowance",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets, Allowance",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets, Allowance"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsGross": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsGross",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNet",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0

      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Gross carrying value",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets, Gross",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets, Gross"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Income from financial royalty assets",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets [Member]",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNet",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Net carrying value",
        "totalLabel": "Net carrying value",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets, Net",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets, Net"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNetCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNetCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial royalty liability current",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets, Net Current",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets, Net Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNonCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsNonCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Long-term portion of financial royalty assets, net",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets, Non Current",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets, Non Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyAssetsTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyAssetsTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRights"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial Royalty Assets, net (formerly known as Commercial License Rights)",
        "label": "Financial Royalty Assets [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_FinancialRoyaltyMaximumCapitalSourcing": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "FinancialRoyaltyMaximumCapitalSourcing",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Maximum capital sourcing",
        "label": "Financial Royalty, Maximum Capital Sourcing",
        "documentation": "Financial Royalty, Maximum Capital Sourcing"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsAccumulatedAmortization": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsAccumulatedAmortization",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwill",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Less: accumulated amortization",
        "label": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Accumulated Amortization",
        "documentation": "Accumulated amount of amortization of assets, excluding financial assets and goodwill, lacking physical substance with a finite life."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r226",
      "r384",
      "r394",
      "r851"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsByMajorClassAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsByMajorClassAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets by Major Class [Axis]",

        "label": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets by Major Class [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by major type or class of finite-lived intangible assets."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r387",
      "r389",
      "r390",
      "r391",
      "r393",
      "r394",
      "r395",
      "r396",
      "r647",
      "r648",
      "r824"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsGross": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsGross",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwill",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Definite lived intangible assets",
        "label": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Gross",
        "documentation": "Amount before amortization of assets, excluding financial assets and goodwill, lacking physical substance with a finite life."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r384",
      "r394",
      "r648",
      "r851"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets",
        "label": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r387",
      "r394",
      "r395",
      "r396",
      "r398",
      "r647",
      "r824",
      "r851"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsMajorClassNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsMajorClassNameDomain",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Major Class Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Major Class Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "The major class of finite-lived intangible asset (for example, patents, trademarks, copyrights, etc.) A major class is composed of intangible assets that can be grouped together because they are similar, either by their nature or by their use in the operations of a company."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r387",
      "r389",
      "r390",
      "r391",
      "r393",
      "r394",
      "r395",
      "r396",
      "r824"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ForeignCurrencyTransactionsAndTranslationsPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ForeignCurrencyTransactionsAndTranslationsPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Foreign Currency Translation",
        "label": "Foreign Currency Transactions and Translations Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for (1) transactions denominated in a currency other than the reporting enterprise's functional currency, (2) translating foreign currency financial statements that are incorporated into the financial statements of the reporting enterprise by consolidation, combination, or the equity method of accounting, and (3) remeasurement of the financial statements of a foreign reporting enterprise in a hyperinflationary economy."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r590"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ForgoneRecoveryDueToDisqualificationOfTaxBenefitsAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ForgoneRecoveryDueToDisqualificationOfTaxBenefitsAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forgone Recovery due to Disqualification of Tax Benefits, Amount",
        "label": "Forgone Recovery due to Disqualification of Tax Benefits, Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ForgoneRecoveryDueToExpenseOfEnforcementAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ForgoneRecoveryDueToExpenseOfEnforcementAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forgone Recovery due to Expense of Enforcement, Amount",
        "label": "Forgone Recovery due to Expense of Enforcement, Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",

      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ForgoneRecoveryDueToViolationOfHomeCountryLawAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ForgoneRecoveryDueToViolationOfHomeCountryLawAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forgone Recovery due to Violation of Home Country Law, Amount",
        "label": "Forgone Recovery due to Violation of Home Country Law, Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ForgoneRecoveryExplanationOfImpracticabilityTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ForgoneRecoveryExplanationOfImpracticabilityTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forgone Recovery, Explanation of Impracticability",
        "label": "Forgone Recovery, Explanation of Impracticability [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_ForgoneRecoveryIndName": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "ForgoneRecoveryIndName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Name",
        "label": "Forgone Recovery, Individual Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_FrValAsOfPrrYrEndOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdInPrrYrsFldVstngCondsDrngCvrdYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "FrValAsOfPrrYrEndOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdInPrrYrsFldVstngCondsDrngCvrdYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Prior Year End Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Any Prior Year that Fail to Meet Applicable Vesting Conditions During Covered Year",
        "label": "Prior Year End Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Any Prior Year that Fail to Meet Applicable Vesting Conditions During Covered Year [Member]"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r955"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_GainLossOnInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GainLossOnInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NonoperatingIncomeExpense",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Gain (loss) from short-term investments",
        "label": "Gain (Loss) on Investments",
        "documentation": "Amount of realized and unrealized gain (loss) on investment."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r135",
      "r137",
      "r996"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_GainLossOnSaleOfBusiness": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GainLossOnSaleOfBusiness",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingIncomeLoss",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 23.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Gain on sale of Pelican",
        "terseLabel": "Gain on sale of Pelican",
        "label": "Gain (Loss) on Disposition of Business",
        "documentation": "Amount of gain (loss) from sale and disposal of integrated set of activities and assets capable of being conducted and managed for purpose of providing return in form of dividend, lower cost, or other economic benefit to investor, owner, member and participant."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r551",
      "r1029"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_GainLossOnShortTermInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "GainLossOnShortTermInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Gain from short-term investments",
        "label": "Gain (Loss) on Short-term Investments",
        "documentation": "Gain (Loss) on Short-term Investments"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_GeneralAndAdministrativeExpense": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GeneralAndAdministrativeExpense",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "General and administrative",
        "label": "General and Administrative Expense",
        "documentation": "The aggregate total of expenses of managing and administering the affairs of an entity, including affiliates of the reporting entity, which are not directly or indirectly associated with the manufacture, sale or creation of a product or product line."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r134",
      "r769"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_GeneralAndAdministrativeExpenseMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GeneralAndAdministrativeExpenseMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "SBC - General and administrative expenses",
        "label": "General and Administrative Expense [Member]",
        "documentation": "Primary financial statement caption encompassing general and administrative expense."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r134"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_Goodwill": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "Goodwill",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwill",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 9.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Goodwill",
        "terseLabel": "Goodwill",
        "label": "Goodwill",
        "documentation": "Amount, after accumulated impairment loss, of asset representing future economic benefit arising from other asset acquired in business combination or from joint venture formation or both, that is not individually identified and separately recognized."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r225",
      "r385",
      "r650",
      "r845",
      "r850",
      "r875",
      "r886",
      "r1074",
      "r1075"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_GoodwillAndIntangibleAssetImpairment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GoodwillAndIntangibleAssetImpairment",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Goodwill and intangible asset impairment",
        "label": "Goodwill and Intangible Asset Impairment",
        "documentation": "Total loss recognized during the period from the impairment of goodwill plus the loss recognized in the period resulting from the impairment of the carrying amount of intangible assets, other than goodwill."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_GoodwillWrittenOffRelatedToSaleOfBusinessUnit": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "GoodwillWrittenOffRelatedToSaleOfBusinessUnit",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Goodwill written off",
        "label": "Goodwill, Written off Related to Sale of Business Unit",
        "documentation": "Amount of divestiture of asset representing future economic benefit arising from other asset acquired in business combination or from joint venture formation or both, that is not individually identified and separately recognized."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r386",
      "r850"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_HeldToMaturitySecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDateAmortizedCostBasis": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "HeldToMaturitySecuritiesDebtMaturitiesSingleMaturityDateAmortizedCostBasis",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAvailableforSaleDebtSecuritiesbyContractualMaturityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Held-to-Maturity, Amortized Cost, after Allowance for Credit Loss, Maturity, Allocated and Single Maturity Date",
        "documentation": "Amount, after allowance for credit loss, of investment in debt security measured at amortized cost (held-to-maturity) with single maturity date and allocated without single maturity date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1062",
      "r1177"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_INCAGN2385Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "INCAGN2385Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "INCAGN2385",
        "label": "INCAGN2385 [Member]",
        "documentation": "INCAGN2385"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_INCAGN2390Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "INCAGN2390Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "INCAGN2390",
        "label": "INCAGN2390 [Member]",

        "documentation": "INCAGN2390"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ImpairmentLossOnFinancialRoyaltyAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ImpairmentLossOnFinancialRoyaltyAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 9.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Impairment loss of financial royalty assets",
        "label": "Impairment Loss On Financial Royalty Assets",
        "documentation": "Impairment Loss On Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ImpairmentOfIntangibleAssetsExcludingGoodwill": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ImpairmentOfIntangibleAssetsExcludingGoodwill",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": 1.0,

       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial royalty assets impairment",
        "label": "Impairment of Intangible Assets (Excluding Goodwill)",
        "documentation": "The amount of impairment loss recognized in the period resulting from the write-down of the carrying amount of an intangible asset (excluding goodwill) to fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10",
      "r388",
      "r397"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperations": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromContinuingOperations",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetIncomeLoss",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net (loss) income from continuing operations",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations, Net of Tax, Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "Amount after tax of income (loss) from continuing operations attributable to the parent."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r72",
      "r131",
      "r147",
      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r286",
      "r289",
      "r548"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsBeforeIncomeTaxesExtraordinaryItemsNoncontrollingInterest": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsBeforeIncomeTaxesExtraordinaryItemsNoncontrollingInterest",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperations",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "(Loss) income before income taxes from continuing operations",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations before Income Taxes, Noncontrolling Interest",
        "documentation": "Amount of income (loss) from continuing operations, including income (loss) from equity method investments, before deduction of income tax expense (benefit), and income (loss) attributable to noncontrolling interest."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r129",
      "r181",
      "r186",
      "r655",
      "r674",
      "r842",
      "r844",
      "r1043",
      "r1045",
      "r1046",
      "r1047",
      "r1048"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsPerBasicShare": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsPerBasicShare",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareBasic",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Basic net (loss) income from continuing operations per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations, Per Basic Share",
        "documentation": "The amount of net income (loss) from continuing operations per each share of common stock or unit outstanding during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r131",
      "r182",
      "r249",
      "r267",

      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r281",
      "r287",
      "r288",
      "r540",
      "r548",
      "r564",
      "r654",
      "r1179"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsPerDilutedShare": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsPerDilutedShare",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareDiluted",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Diluted net (loss) income from continuing operations per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Continuing Operations, Per Diluted Share",
        "documentation": "The amount of net income (loss) derived from continuing operations during the period available to each share of common stock or common unit outstanding during the reporting period and to each share or unit that would have been outstanding assuming the issuance of common shares or units for all dilutive potential common shares or units outstanding during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r131",
      "r249",
      "r267",

      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r281",
      "r287",
      "r288",
      "r289",
      "r548",
      "r564",
      "r654",
      "r1179"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxAttributableToReportingEntity": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxAttributableToReportingEntity",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetIncomeLoss",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Net loss from discontinued operations",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Discontinued Operations, Net of Tax, Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "Amount after tax of income (loss) from a discontinued operation attributable to the parent. Includes, but is not limited to, the income (loss) from operations during the phase-out period, gain (loss) on disposal, gain (loss) for reversal of write-down (write-down) to fair value, less cost to sell, and adjustments to a prior period gain (loss) on disposal."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r92",
      "r93",

      "r94",
      "r95",
      "r96",
      "r102",
      "r105",
      "r169"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxPerBasicShare": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxPerBasicShare",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareBasic",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Basic net loss from discontinued operations per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Discontinued Operations and Disposal of Discontinued Operations, Net of Tax, Per Basic Share",
        "documentation": "Per basic share amount, after tax, of income (loss) from the day-to-day business activities of the discontinued operation and gain (loss) from the disposal of the discontinued operation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r132",
      "r249",
      "r285",
      "r287",
      "r288",
      "r1175",
      "r1179"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxPerDilutedShare": {

     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromDiscontinuedOperationsNetOfTaxPerDilutedShare",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_EarningsPerShareDiluted",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Diluted net loss from discontinued operations per share (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Discontinued Operations and Disposal of Discontinued Operations, Net of Tax, Per Diluted Share",
        "documentation": "Per diluted share amount, after tax, of income (loss) from the day-to-day business activities of the discontinued operation and gain (loss) from the disposal of the discontinued operation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r170",
      "r285",
      "r287",
      "r288"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromEquityMethodInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeLossFromEquityMethodInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 20.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Losses from equity method investment in Primrose Bio",
        "negatedLabel": "Losses from equity method investment in Primrose Bio",
        "label": "Income (Loss) from Equity Method Investments",
        "documentation": "Amount of income (loss) for proportionate share of equity method investee's income (loss)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10",
      "r130",
      "r180",
      "r293",
      "r303",
      "r308",
      "r344",
      "r673"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Income Statement [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsAxis",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Group Name [Axis]",
        "label": "Disposal Group Name [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by name of disposal group."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r868",
      "r869"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations",
        "label": "Income Statement, Balance Sheet and Additional Disclosures by Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresByDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsTable",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations [Table]",
        "label": "Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about a disposal group. Includes, but is not limited to, a discontinued operation, disposal classified as held-for-sale or disposed of by means other than sale or disposal of an individually significant component."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r14",
      "r22",
      "r25",
      "r88",
      "r97",
      "r98",
      "r99",
      "r100",
      "r101",
      "r104",
      "r106",
      "r107",
      "r154"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementLocationAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementLocationAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statement of Income Location, Balance [Axis]",

        "label": "Statement of Income Location, Balance [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by location in statement of income where disaggregated amount has been reported."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r400",
      "r406",
      "r407",
      "r572",
      "r575",
      "r580",
      "r692",
      "r694",
      "r770",
      "r824",
      "r877",
      "r1181"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeStatementLocationDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeStatementLocationDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statement of Income Location, Balance [Domain]",
        "label": "Statement of Income Location, Balance [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Location in statement of income where disaggregated amount has been reported."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r406",
      "r407",
      "r572",
      "r575",
      "r580",

      "r692",
      "r694",
      "r770",
      "r824",
      "r877",
      "r1181"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeTaxDisclosureAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeTaxDisclosureAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Income Tax Disclosure [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeTaxDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeTaxDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/IncomeTax"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Income Tax",
        "label": "Income Tax Disclosure [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for income tax."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r260",
      "r517",
      "r522",
      "r523",

      "r524",
      "r525",
      "r527",
      "r528",
      "r531",
      "r533",
      "r534",
      "r535",
      "r708",
      "r873"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeTaxExpenseBenefit": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeTaxExpenseBenefit",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperations",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Income tax benefit (expense)",
        "label": "Income Tax Expense (Benefit)",
        "documentation": "Amount of current income tax expense (benefit) and deferred income tax expense (benefit) pertaining to continuing operations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r192",
      "r199",
      "r276",
      "r277",
      "r293",

      "r304",
      "r308",
      "r521",
      "r522",
      "r532",
      "r683",
      "r873"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeTaxesPaid": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeTaxesPaid",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Taxes paid",
        "label": "Income Taxes Paid",
        "documentation": "Amount, before refund, of cash paid to foreign, federal, state, and local jurisdictions as income tax."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r37",
      "r146",
      "r1030",
      "r1135",
      "r1136"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncomeTaxesReceivable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncomeTaxesReceivable",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",

       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Income taxes receivable",
        "label": "Income Taxes Receivable, Current",
        "documentation": "Carrying amount due within one year of the balance sheet date (or one operating cycle, if longer) from tax authorities as of the balance sheet date representing refunds of overpayments or recoveries based on agreed-upon resolutions of disputes."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r172",
      "r1018"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInAccountsPayableAndAccruedLiabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInAccountsPayableAndAccruedLiabilities",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accounts payable and accrued liabilities",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities",
        "documentation": "The increase (decrease) during the reporting period in the amounts payable to vendors for goods and services received and the amount of obligations and expenses incurred but not paid."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInAccountsReceivable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInAccountsReceivable",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Accounts receivable",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Accounts Receivable",
        "documentation": "The increase (decrease) during the reporting period in amount due within one year (or one business cycle) from customers for the credit sale of goods and services."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInContractWithCustomerLiability": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInContractWithCustomerLiability",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {

       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Deferred revenue",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Contract with Customer, Liability",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in obligation to transfer good or service to customer for which consideration has been received or is receivable."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r644",
      "r1028"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInDeferredIncomeTaxes": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInDeferredIncomeTaxes",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 10.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Deferred income taxes",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Deferred Income Taxes",

        "documentation": "The increase (decrease) during the reporting period in the account that represents the temporary difference that results from Income or Loss that is recognized for accounting purposes but not for tax purposes and vice versa."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInIncomeTaxesReceivable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInIncomeTaxesReceivable",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 13.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Income tax receivable and payable",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Income Taxes Receivable",
        "documentation": "The increase (decrease) during the reporting period in income taxes receivable, which represents the amount due from tax authorities for refunds of overpayments or recoveries of income taxes paid."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInInventories": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInInventories",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Inventory",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Inventories",
        "documentation": "The increase (decrease) during the reporting period in the aggregate value of all inventory held by the reporting entity, associated with underlying transactions that are classified as operating activities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingCapitalAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingCapitalAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Changes in operating assets and liabilities, net of acquisitions:",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Operating Capital [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",

     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Increase in operating lease assets",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) In Operating Lease Assets",
        "documentation": "Increase (Decrease) In Operating Lease Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseLiability": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInOperatingLeaseLiability",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Increase in operating lease liability",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Operating Lease Liability",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in obligation for operating lease."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1004",
      "r1028"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInOtherOperatingCapitalNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInOtherOperatingCapitalNet",

     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 21.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Other assets and liabilities",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Other Operating Assets and Liabilities, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase (decrease) in operating assets after deduction of operating liabilities classified as other."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IncreaseDecreaseInStockholdersEquityRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncreaseDecreaseInStockholdersEquityRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity",
        "label": "Increase (Decrease) in Stockholders' Equity [Roll Forward]",
        "documentation": "A roll forward is a reconciliation of a concept from the beginning of a period to the end of a period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_IncrementalCommonSharesAttributableToShareBasedPaymentArrangements": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IncrementalCommonSharesAttributableToShareBasedPaymentArrangements",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_WeightedAverageNumberOfDilutedSharesOutstanding",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Dilutive potential common shares (in shares)",
        "label": "Incremental Common Shares Attributable to Dilutive Effect of Share-Based Payment Arrangements",
        "documentation": "Additional shares included in the calculation of diluted EPS as a result of the potentially dilutive effect of share based payment arrangements using the treasury stock method."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r282",
      "r283",
      "r284",
      "r289",
      "r480"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_IndividualAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "IndividualAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Individual:",
        "label": "Individual [Axis]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r966",
      "r974",
      "r978",
      "r986"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_InsiderTradingArrLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "InsiderTradingArrLineItems",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Insider Trading Arrangements [Line Items]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r984"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_InsiderTradingPoliciesProcLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "InsiderTradingPoliciesProcLineItems",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Insider Trading Policies and Procedures [Line Items]"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r914",
      "r990"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_InsiderTrdPoliciesProcAdoptedFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "InsiderTrdPoliciesProcAdoptedFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingPoliciesProc"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Insider Trading Policies and Procedures Adopted",
        "label": "Insider Trading Policies and Procedures Adopted [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r914",
      "r990"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_InsiderTrdPoliciesProcNotAdoptedTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "InsiderTrdPoliciesProcNotAdoptedTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingPoliciesProc"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Insider Trading Policies and Procedures Not Adopted",
        "label": "Insider Trading Policies and Procedures Not Adopted [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r914",
      "r990"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetExcludingGoodwill": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IntangibleAssetsNetExcludingGoodwill",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Intangible assets, net",
        "label": "Intangible Assets, Net (Excluding Goodwill)",
        "documentation": "Sum of the carrying amounts of all intangible assets, excluding goodwill, as of the balance sheet date, net of accumulated amortization and impairment charges."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r387",
      "r1083",
      "r1084"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwill": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwill",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,

       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total goodwill and other identifiable intangible assets, net",
        "label": "Intangible Assets, Net (Including Goodwill)",
        "documentation": "Amount, after impairment and amortization, of goodwill, indefinite-lived, and finite-lived intangible assets."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1072"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwillAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "IntangibleAssetsNetIncludingGoodwillAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Summary of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets",
        "label": "Intangible Assets, Net (Including Goodwill) [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_IntangibleRoyaltyAssetsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "IntangibleRoyaltyAssetsMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Revenue from intangible royalty assets",
        "label": "Intangible Royalty Assets [Member]",
        "documentation": "Intangible Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_InterestExpenseNonoperating": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InterestExpenseNonoperating",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NonoperatingIncomeExpense",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Interest expense",
        "label": "Interest Expense, Nonoperating",
        "documentation": "Amount of interest expense classified as nonoperating."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r301",
      "r1026"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InterestPaidNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InterestPaidNet",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Interest paid",
        "label": "Interest Paid, Excluding Capitalized Interest, Operating Activities",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash paid for interest, excluding capitalized interest, classified as operating activity. Includes, but is not limited to, payment to settle zero-coupon bond for accreted interest of debt discount and debt instrument with insignificant coupon interest rate in relation to effective interest rate of borrowing attributable to accreted interest of debt discount."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r251",
      "r254",
      "r255"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_InvIOsHoldingAGMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "InvIOsHoldingAGMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "InvIOs Holding AG",
        "label": "InvIOs Holding AG [Member]",
        "documentation": "InvIOs Holding AG"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "lgnd_InvIOsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "InvIOsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "InvIOs",
        "label": "InvIOs [Member]",
        "documentation": "InvIOs"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryCurrentTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryCurrentTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory, Current [Table]",
        "label": "Inventory, Current [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about inventory expected to be sold or consumed within one year or operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryLineItems",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory [Line Items]",
        "label": "Inventory [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryNet",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Inventory",
        "terseLabel": "Inventory",
        "totalLabel": "Total Pelthos inventory in other current assets",

        "label": "Inventory, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount after valuation and LIFO reserves of inventory expected to be sold, or consumed within one year or operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r235",
      "r829",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory",
        "label": "Inventory, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of inventory accounting policy for inventory classes, including, but not limited to, basis for determining inventory amounts, methods by which amounts are added and removed from inventory classes, loss recognition on impairment of inventories, and situations in which inventories are stated above cost."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r194",
      "r223",
      "r234",
      "r378",
      "r379",
      "r381",
      "r645",
      "r837"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryRawMaterialsNetOfReserves": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryRawMaterialsNetOfReserves",

     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_InventoryNet",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Raw materials",
        "label": "Inventory, Raw Materials, Net of Reserves",
        "documentation": "Carrying amount, net of valuation reserves and adjustments, as of the balance sheet date of unprocessed items to be consumed in the manufacturing or production process."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r150",
      "r833"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryWorkInProcessNetOfReserves": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryWorkInProcessNetOfReserves",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_InventoryNet",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Work in process",
        "label": "Inventory, Work in Process, Net of Reserves",
        "documentation": "Carrying amount, net of reserves and adjustments, as of the balance sheet date of merchandise or goods which are partially completed. This inventory is generally comprised of raw materials, labor and factory overhead costs, which require further materials, labor and overhead to be converted into finished goods, and which generally require the use of estimates to determine percentage complete and pricing."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r150",
      "r832"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InventoryWriteDown": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InventoryWriteDown",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory write-down",
        "label": "Inventory Write-down",
        "documentation": "Amount of loss from reductions in inventory due to subsequent measurement adjustments, including, but not limited to, physical deterioration, obsolescence, or changes in price levels."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r380"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InvestmentIncomeInterest": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InvestmentIncomeInterest",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NonoperatingIncomeExpense",
       "weight": 1.0,

       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Interest income",
        "label": "Investment Income, Interest",
        "documentation": "Amount before accretion (amortization) of purchase discount (premium) of interest income on nonoperating securities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r293",
      "r300",
      "r308",
      "r844",
      "r1025"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InvestmentTypeAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InvestmentTypeAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investment Type [Axis]",
        "label": "Investment Type [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of investments."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r723",
      "r725",

      "r726",
      "r729",
      "r733",
      "r791",
      "r793",
      "r795",
      "r798",
      "r799",
      "r808",
      "r810",
      "r811",
      "r812",
      "r813",
      "r814",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InvestmentTypeCategorizationMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InvestmentTypeCategorizationMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investments [Domain]",
        "label": "Investments [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Asset obtained to generate income or appreciate in value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r723",
      "r725",
      "r726",
      "r729",
      "r733",
      "r791",
      "r793",
      "r795",

      "r798",
      "r799",
      "r808",
      "r810",
      "r811",
      "r812",
      "r813",
      "r814",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_Investments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "Investments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investments",
        "label": "Investments",
        "documentation": "Sum of the carrying amounts as of the balance sheet date of all investments."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r657",
      "r659",
      "r892",
      "r895"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InvestmentsFairValueDisclosure": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InvestmentsFairValueDisclosure",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {

       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsFairValueDisclosure",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investments, fair value",
        "label": "Investments, Fair Value Disclosure",
        "documentation": "Fair value portion of investment securities, including, but not limited to, marketable securities, derivative financial instruments, and investments accounted for under the equity method."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1146",
      "r1147",
      "r1157"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_InvestorMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "InvestorMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investor",
        "label": "Investor [Member]",
        "documentation": "Business entity or individual that puts money, by purchase or expenditure, in something offering potential profitable returns, such as interest income or appreciation in value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1163",
      "r1164"

     ]
    },
    "lgnd_KyprolisMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "KyprolisMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Kyprolis",
        "label": "Kyprolis [Member]",
        "documentation": "Kyprolis"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LettersOfCreditOutstandingAmount": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LettersOfCreditOutstandingAmount",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Letters of credit outstanding",
        "label": "Letters of Credit Outstanding, Amount",
        "documentation": "The total amount of the contingent obligation under letters of credit outstanding as of the reporting date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_Liabilities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "Liabilities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total liabilities",
        "label": "Liabilities",
        "documentation": "Amount of liability recognized for present obligation requiring transfer or otherwise providing economic benefit to others."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r24",
      "r110",
      "r111",
      "r112",
      "r114",
      "r115",
      "r116",
      "r117",
      "r259",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r419",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r423",
      "r424",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r550",

      "r552",
      "r553",
      "r589",
      "r744",
      "r841",
      "r909",
      "r1099",
      "r1166",
      "r1167"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquity": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquity",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total liabilities and stockholders' equity",
        "label": "Liabilities and Equity",
        "documentation": "Amount of liabilities and equity items, including the portion of equity attributable to noncontrolling interests, if any."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r124",
      "r177",
      "r669",
      "r886",
      "r1034",

      "r1070",
      "r1161"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquityAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquityAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY",
        "label": "Liabilities and Equity [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total current liabilities",
        "label": "Liabilities, Current",
        "documentation": "Total obligations incurred as part of normal operations that are expected to be paid during the following twelve months or within one business cycle, if longer."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r112",
      "r222",
      "r259",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r419",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r423",
      "r424",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r550",
      "r552",
      "r553",
      "r589",
      "r886",
      "r1099",
      "r1166",
      "r1167"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrentAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesCurrentAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Current liabilities:",
        "label": "Liabilities, Current [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesFairValueAdjustment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesFairValueAdjustment",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "(Decrease) increase of mark-to-market adjustment of CVR liability",
        "label": "Liabilities, Fair Value Adjustment",
        "documentation": "Amount of addition (reduction) to the amount at which a liability could be incurred (settled) in a current transaction between willing parties."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LiabilitiesFairValueDisclosure": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LiabilitiesFairValueDisclosure",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total liabilities",
        "label": "Liabilities, Fair Value Disclosure",

        "documentation": "Fair value of financial and nonfinancial obligations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r567",
      "r1146"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_LiabilityForContingentValueRights": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "LiabilityForContingentValueRights",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Long-term contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Liability For Contingent Value Rights"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_LicenseeAccrualCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "LicenseeAccrualCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",

       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Amounts owed to former licensees",
        "label": "Licensee Accrual, Current",
        "documentation": "Licensee Accrual, Current"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditFacilityLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditFacilityLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Line of Credit Facility",
        "label": "Line of Credit Facility [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r417",
      "r1033",
      "r1097"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditFacilityMaximumBorrowingCapacity": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditFacilityMaximumBorrowingCapacity",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Maximum borrowing capacity",
        "label": "Line of Credit Facility, Maximum Borrowing Capacity",
        "documentation": "Maximum borrowing capacity under the credit facility without consideration of any current restrictions on the amount that could be borrowed or the amounts currently outstanding under the facility."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r109",
      "r113"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditFacilityRemainingBorrowingCapacity": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditFacilityRemainingBorrowingCapacity",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Available borrowing",
        "label": "Line of Credit Facility, Remaining Borrowing Capacity",
        "documentation": "Amount of borrowing capacity currently available under the credit facility (current borrowing capacity less the amount of borrowings outstanding)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r109",
      "r113",
      "r417"
     ]

    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditFacilityTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditFacilityTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Line of Credit Facility [Table]",
        "label": "Line of Credit Facility [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about short-term and long-term contractual arrangements with lender under which borrowing can occur up to maximum amount. Includes, but is not limited to, letter of credit, standby letter of credit, and revolving credit arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r109",
      "r113",
      "r417",
      "r1033",
      "r1097"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditFacilityUnusedCapacityCommitmentFeePercentage": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditFacilityUnusedCapacityCommitmentFeePercentage",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Line of credit facility, interest rate (as a percent)",
        "label": "Line of Credit Facility, Unused Capacity, Commitment Fee Percentage",
        "documentation": "The fee, expressed as a percentage of the line of credit facility, for available but unused credit capacity under the credit facility."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_LineOfCreditMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LineOfCreditMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Line of Credit",
        "label": "Line of Credit [Member]",
        "documentation": "A contractual arrangement with a lender under which borrowings can be made up to a specific amount at any point in time, and under which borrowings outstanding may be either short-term or long-term, depending upon the particulars."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_LitigationCaseAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "LitigationCaseAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Litigation Case [Axis]",
        "label": "Litigation Case [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of judicial proceeding, alternative dispute resolution or claim."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_LitigationCaseTypeDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "LitigationCaseTypeDomain",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Litigation Case [Domain]",
        "label": "Litigation Case [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Judicial proceeding, alternative dispute resolution or claim. For example, but not limited to, name of case, category of litigation, or other differentiating information."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "dei_LocalPhoneNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "LocalPhoneNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Local Phone Number",
        "label": "Local Phone Number",
        "documentation": "Local phone number for entity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_LongtermDebtTypeAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LongtermDebtTypeAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Long-term Debt, Type [Axis]",
        "label": "Long-Term Debt, Type [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of long-term debt."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r24",
      "r1088",
      "r1089",
      "r1090"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LongtermDebtTypeDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LongtermDebtTypeDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Long-term Debt, Type [Domain]",
        "label": "Long-Term Debt, Type [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Type of long-term debt arrangement, such as notes, line of credit, commercial paper, asset-based financing, project financing, letter of credit financing. These are debt arrangements that originally required repayment more than twelve months after issuance or greater than the normal operating cycle of the company, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r24",
      "r47",
      "r1088",
      "r1089",
      "r1090"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LossContingenciesLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LossContingenciesLineItems",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Loss Contingencies [Line Items]",
        "label": "Loss Contingencies [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r410",
      "r411",
      "r412",
      "r415",
      "r514",
      "r852",
      "r1093",
      "r1094"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LossContingenciesTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LossContingenciesTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Loss Contingencies [Table]",
        "label": "Loss Contingencies [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about loss contingency. Excludes environmental contingency, warranty, and unconditional purchase obligation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r410",
      "r411",

      "r412",
      "r415",
      "r514",
      "r852",
      "r1093",
      "r1094"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_LossContingencyNewClaimsFiledNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "LossContingencyNewClaimsFiledNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of civil complaints filed against entity",
        "label": "Loss Contingency, New Claims Filed, Number",
        "documentation": "The total number of new claims filed pertaining to a loss contingency during the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1093",
      "r1094"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_MK4830Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MK4830Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "MK-4830",
        "label": "MK-4830 [Member]",
        "documentation": "MK-4830"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_MarketableSecuritiesPolicy": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MarketableSecuritiesPolicy",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Short-term Investments",
        "label": "Marketable Securities, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for investment classified as marketable security."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r86"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_MaterialSalesCaptisolMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MaterialSalesCaptisolMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Captisol",
        "label": "Material Sales, Captisol [Member]",
        "documentation": "Material Sales, Captisol"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_MaximumFinancingRoyaltyAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MaximumFinancingRoyaltyAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Maximum financing royalty asset",
        "label": "Maximum Financing Royalty Asset",
        "documentation": "Maximum Financing Royalty Asset"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_MaximumMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "MaximumMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Maximum",
        "label": "Maximum [Member]",
        "documentation": "Upper limit of the provided range."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r201",
      "r202",
      "r203",
      "r204",
      "r205",
      "r216",
      "r217",
      "r411",
      "r412",
      "r413",
      "r414",
      "r474",
      "r514",
      "r570",
      "r643",
      "r691",
      "r693",
      "r701",
      "r734",
      "r735",
      "r792",
      "r794",
      "r796",
      "r797",
      "r809",
      "r822",
      "r823",
      "r847",
      "r857",
      "r870",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r883",
      "r884",
      "r889",
      "r1101",
      "r1168",
      "r1169",
      "r1170",
      "r1171",
      "r1172",
      "r1173"

     ]
    },
    "ecd_MeasureAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "MeasureAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Measure:",
        "label": "Measure [Axis]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_MeasureName": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "MeasureName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Name",
        "label": "Measure Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputDiscountRateMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputDiscountRateMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discount Rate",
        "label": "Measurement Input, Discount Rate [Member]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input using interest rate to determine present value of future cash flows."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputExpectedTermMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputExpectedTermMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Expected Term",
        "label": "Measurement Input, Expected Term [Member]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input using period financial instrument is expected to be outstanding. Excludes maturity date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputOptionVolatilityMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputOptionVolatilityMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Option Volatility",
        "label": "Measurement Input, Option Volatility [Member]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input using rate at which price of option increases (decreases) for given set of returns."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputRiskFreeInterestRateMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputRiskFreeInterestRateMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Risk Free Interest Rate",
        "label": "Measurement Input, Risk Free Interest Rate [Member]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input using interest rate on instrument with zero risk of financial loss."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",

      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputSharePriceMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputSharePriceMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share Price",
        "label": "Measurement Input, Share Price [Member]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input using share price of saleable stock."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputTypeAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputTypeAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Measurement Input Type [Axis]",
        "label": "Measurement Input Type [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of measurement input used to determine value of asset and liability."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MeasurementInputTypeDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MeasurementInputTypeDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Measurement Input Type [Domain]",
        "label": "Measurement Input Type [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Measurement input used to determine value of asset and liability."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r570",
      "r878"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_MetabasisMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MetabasisMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Metabasis",
        "label": "Metabasis [Member]",
        "documentation": "Metabasis"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_MilestoneAndOtherMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MilestoneAndOtherMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Milestone and other",
        "label": "Milestone And Other [Member]",
        "documentation": "Milestone And Other"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_MilestoneAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MilestoneAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Milestone [Axis]",

        "label": "Milestone [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Milestone"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_MilestoneCompensationRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MilestoneCompensationRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Percentage of milestones (as a percent)",
        "label": "Milestone Compensation Rate",
        "documentation": "Milestone Compensation Rate"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_MilestoneDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "MilestoneDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Milestone [Domain]",
        "label": "Milestone [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Milestone [Domain]"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_MinimumMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "MinimumMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Minimum",
        "label": "Minimum [Member]",
        "documentation": "Lower limit of the provided range."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r201",
      "r202",
      "r203",
      "r204",
      "r205",
      "r216",
      "r217",
      "r411",
      "r412",
      "r413",
      "r414",
      "r474",
      "r514",
      "r570",
      "r643",
      "r691",
      "r693",
      "r701",
      "r734",
      "r735",

      "r792",
      "r794",
      "r796",
      "r797",
      "r809",
      "r822",
      "r823",
      "r847",
      "r857",
      "r870",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r883",
      "r889",
      "r1101",
      "r1168",
      "r1169",
      "r1170",
      "r1171",
      "r1172",
      "r1173"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_MnpiDiscTimedForCompValFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "MnpiDiscTimedForCompValFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "MNPI Disclosure Timed for Compensation Value",
        "label": "MNPI Disclosure Timed for Compensation Value [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r977"
     ]
    },

    "ecd_MtrlTermsOfTrdArrTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "MtrlTermsOfTrdArrTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Material Terms of Trading Arrangement",
        "label": "Material Terms of Trading Arrangement [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r985"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_MunicipalBondsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MunicipalBondsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Municipal bonds",
        "label": "Municipal Bonds [Member]",
        "documentation": "Long-term debt securities issued by state, city or local governments or the agencies operated by state, city or local governments."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_MutualFundMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "MutualFundMember",
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Bond fund",
        "label": "Mutual Fund [Member]",
        "documentation": "Regulated investment instrument that pools funds from multiple investors to invest principally in a portfolio of securities and money market instruments to match the investment objective."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1107"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NamedExecutiveOfficersFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NamedExecutiveOfficersFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Named Executive Officers, Footnote",
        "label": "Named Executive Officers, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect",

       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Financing Activities",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash inflow (outflow) from financing activities, including discontinued operations. Financing activity cash flows include obtaining resources from owners and providing them with a return on, and a return of, their investment; borrowing money and repaying amounts borrowed, or settling the obligation; and obtaining and paying for other resources obtained from creditors on long-term credit."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r253"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivitiesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivitiesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Cash flows from financing activities:",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Financing Activities [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
     "crdr": "debit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net cash (used in) provided by investing activities",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Investing Activities",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash inflow (outflow) from investing activities, including discontinued operations. Investing activity cash flows include making and collecting loans and acquiring and disposing of debt or equity instruments and property, plant, and equipment and other productive assets."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r253"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivitiesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivitiesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Cash flows from investing activities:",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Investing Activities [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_CashCashEquivalentsRestrictedCashAndRestrictedCashEquivalentsPeriodIncreaseDecreaseIncludingExchangeRateEffect",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net cash provided by operating activities",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash inflow (outflow) from operating activities, including discontinued operations. Operating activity cash flows include transactions, adjustments, and changes in value not defined as investing or financing activities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r142",
      "r143",
      "r147"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivitiesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivitiesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Cash flows from operating activities:",
        "label": "Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NetIncomeLoss": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NetIncomeLoss",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_ComprehensiveIncomeNetOfTax",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 16.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Net (loss) income",
        "verboseLabel": "Net (loss) income",
        "terseLabel": "Net income (loss)",
        "netLabel": "Net income",
        "label": "Net Income (Loss) Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "The portion of profit or loss for the period, net of income taxes, which is attributable to the parent."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r133",
      "r147",
      "r183",
      "r220",
      "r241",
      "r243",
      "r247",
      "r259",
      "r267",
      "r269",
      "r270",
      "r271",
      "r272",
      "r273",
      "r276",
      "r277",
      "r286",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r419",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r423",
      "r424",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r540",
      "r548",
      "r564",
      "r589",
      "r675",
      "r766",
      "r783",
      "r784",
      "r907",
      "r1099"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_NewAccountingPronouncementsPolicyPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NewAccountingPronouncementsPolicyPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Accounting Standards Not Yet Adopted",
        "label": "New Accounting Pronouncements, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy pertaining to new accounting pronouncements that may impact the entity's financial reporting. Includes, but is not limited to, quantification of the expected or actual impact."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_NonCashChangeInEstimatedFairValueOfContingentValueRights": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NonCashChangeInEstimatedFairValueOfContingentValueRights",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 14.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Change in estimated fair value of contingent liabilities",
        "label": "Non Cash Change In Estimated Fair Value Of Contingent Value Rights"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "lgnd_NonCashIncomeFromFinancialRoyaltyAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NonCashIncomeFromFinancialRoyaltyAssets",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 11.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Non-cash income from financial royalty assets",
        "label": "Non-cash Income From Financial Royalty Assets",
        "documentation": "Non-cash Income From Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_NonGaapMeasureDescriptionTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonGaapMeasureDescriptionTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-GAAP Measure Description",
        "label": "Non-GAAP Measure Description [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NonNeosMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonNeosMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-NEOs",
        "label": "Non-NEOs [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r922",
      "r932",
      "r942",
      "r966",
      "r974"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NonPeoNeoAvgCompActuallyPaidAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonPeoNeoAvgCompActuallyPaidAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-PEO NEO Average Compensation Actually Paid Amount",
        "label": "Non-PEO NEO Average Compensation Actually Paid Amount"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r949"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NonPeoNeoAvgTotalCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonPeoNeoAvgTotalCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-PEO NEO Average Total Compensation Amount",
        "label": "Non-PEO NEO Average Total Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r948"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NonPeoNeoMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonPeoNeoMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-PEO NEO",
        "label": "Non-PEO NEO [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r966"
     ]
    },

    "ecd_NonRule10b51ArrAdoptedFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonRule10b51ArrAdoptedFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted",
        "label": "Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r985"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_NonRule10b51ArrTrmntdFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "NonRule10b51ArrTrmntdFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated",
        "label": "Non-Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r985"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_NoncashInvestingAndFinancingItemsAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NoncashInvestingAndFinancingItemsAbstract",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Supplemental schedule of non-cash activity:",
        "label": "Noncash Investing and Financing Items [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NoncashOrPartNoncashAcquisitionValueOfLiabilitiesAssumedAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NoncashOrPartNoncashAcquisitionValueOfLiabilitiesAssumedAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Acquisitions:",
        "label": "Noncash or Part Noncash Acquisition, Value of Liabilities Assumed [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NonoperatingIncomeExpense": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NonoperatingIncomeExpense",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsBeforeIncomeTaxesExtraordinaryItemsNoncontrollingInterest",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total non-operating (expenses) income, net",
        "label": "Nonoperating Income (Expense)",
        "documentation": "The aggregate amount of income or expense from ancillary business-related activities (that is to say, excluding major activities considered part of the normal operations of the business)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r136"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_NovanIncMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NovanIncMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Novan, Inc.",
        "label": "Novan, Inc. [Member]",
        "documentation": "Novan, Inc."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_NumberOfContingentValueRightsSeries": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NumberOfContingentValueRightsSeries",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of CVR series",
        "label": "Number Of Contingent Value Rights Series",
        "documentation": "Number Of Contingent Value Rights Series"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_NumberOfContracts": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NumberOfContracts",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of contracts",
        "label": "Number Of Contracts",
        "documentation": "Number Of Contracts"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_NumberOfMilestones": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "NumberOfMilestones",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Number of milestones (milestone)",
        "label": "Number of Milestones",
        "documentation": "Number of Milestones"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_NumberOfReportableSegments": {
     "xbrltype": "integerItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "NumberOfReportableSegments",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Number of reportable segments",
        "label": "Number of Reportable Segments",
        "documentation": "Number of segments reported by the entity. A reportable segment is a component of an entity for which there is an accounting requirement to report separate financial information on that component in the entity's financial statements."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r843",
      "r846",
      "r1044"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingIncomeLoss",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total operating costs and expenses",
        "label": "Operating Costs and Expenses",
        "documentation": "Generally recurring costs associated with normal operations except for the portion of these expenses which can be clearly related to production and included in cost of sales or services. Excludes Selling, General and Administrative Expense."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpensesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingCostsAndExpensesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Operating costs and expenses:",
        "label": "Operating Costs and Expenses [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingIncomeLoss": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingIncomeLoss",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_IncomeLossFromContinuingOperationsBeforeIncomeTaxesExtraordinaryItemsNoncontrollingInterest",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Operating income (loss) from continuing operations",
        "label": "Operating Income (Loss)",
        "documentation": "The net result for the period of deducting operating expenses from operating revenues."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r186",
      "r842",
      "r1043",
      "r1045",
      "r1046",
      "r1047",
      "r1048"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingLeaseLiabilityCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingLeaseLiabilityCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Current operating lease liabilities",

        "label": "Operating Lease, Liability, Current",
        "documentation": "Present value of lessee's discounted obligation for lease payments from operating lease, classified as current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r602"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingLeaseLiabilityNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingLeaseLiabilityNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Long-term operating lease liabilities",
        "label": "Operating Lease, Liability, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Present value of lessee's discounted obligation for lease payments from operating lease, classified as noncurrent."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r602"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OperatingLeaseRightOfUseAsset": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OperatingLeaseRightOfUseAsset",
     "crdr": "debit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 8.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "netLabel": "Operating lease right-of-use assets",
        "label": "Operating Lease, Right-of-Use Asset",
        "documentation": "Amount of lessee's right to use underlying asset under operating lease."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r601"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OrganizationConsolidationAndPresentationOfFinancialStatementsAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OrganizationConsolidationAndPresentationOfFinancialStatementsAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Organization, Consolidation and Presentation of Financial Statements [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherAccruedLiabilitiesCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherAccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AccruedLiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccruedLiabilitiesandOtherLongTermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Other",
        "label": "Other Accrued Liabilities, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount of expenses incurred but not yet paid classified as other, due within one year or the normal operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r111"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherAssetsCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherAssetsCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other current assets",
        "label": "Other Assets, Current",

        "documentation": "Amount of current assets classified as other."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r237",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherAssetsNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherAssetsNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other assets",
        "label": "Other Assets, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount of noncurrent assets classified as other."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r227"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherComprehensiveIncomeAvailableforsaleSecuritiesAdjustmentNetOfTaxPortionAttributableToParent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherComprehensiveIncomeAvailableforsaleSecuritiesAdjustmentNetOfTaxPortionAttributableToParent",
     "crdr": "credit",

     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_ComprehensiveIncomeNetOfTax",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale securities, net of tax",
        "verboseLabel": "Unrealized net (loss) gain on available-for-sale securities, net of tax",
        "label": "Other Comprehensive Income (Loss), Available-for-Sale Securities Adjustment, Net of Tax, Portion Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "Amount, after tax and reclassification adjustment, of gain (loss) in value of unsold investment in debt security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in other comprehensive income (available-for-sale), attributable to parent."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r7",
      "r16",
      "r169"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherComprehensiveIncomeForeignCurrencyTransactionAndTranslationAdjustmentNetOfTaxPortionAttributableToParent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherComprehensiveIncomeForeignCurrencyTransactionAndTranslationAdjustmentNetOfTaxPortionAttributableToParent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_ComprehensiveIncomeNetOfTax",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCOMPREHENSIVELOSSINCOME",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax",
        "terseLabel": "Foreign currency translation adjustment, net of tax",
        "label": "Other Comprehensive Income (Loss), Foreign Currency Transaction and Translation Adjustment, Net of Tax, Portion Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "Amount after tax and reclassification adjustments of gain (loss) on foreign currency translation adjustments, foreign currency transactions designated and effective as economic hedges of a net investment in a foreign entity and intra-entity foreign currency transactions that are of a long-term-investment nature, attributable to parent entity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r7",
      "r16",
      "r169"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_OtherDerivativesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "OtherDerivativesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other Derivatives",
        "label": "Other Derivatives [Member]",
        "documentation": "Other Derivatives"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherInvestments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {

       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 10.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other investments",
        "verboseLabel": "Total other investments",
        "label": "Other Investments",
        "documentation": "Amount of investments classified as other."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r670",
      "r1016"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_OtherInvestmentsPolicyPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "OtherInvestmentsPolicyPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other Investments",
        "label": "Other Investments Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Other Investments Policy"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_OtherLiabilitiesNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherLiabilitiesNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Liabilities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Other long-term liabilities",
        "totalLabel": "Other long-term liabilities",
        "label": "Other Liabilities, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount of liabilities classified as other, due after one year or the normal operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r115"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherNoncurrentLiabilitiesTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherNoncurrentLiabilitiesTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Other Long Term Liabilities",
        "label": "Other Noncurrent Liabilities [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of other noncurrent liabilities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherNonoperatingIncomeExpense": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherNonoperatingIncomeExpense",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NonoperatingIncomeExpense",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Other non-operating expense, net",
        "label": "Other Nonoperating Income (Expense)",
        "documentation": "Amount of income (expense) related to nonoperating activities, classified as other."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r138"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherNonoperatingIncomeExpenseAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherNonoperatingIncomeExpenseAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Non-operating income and expenses:",
        "label": "Other Nonoperating Income (Expense) [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherOperatingActivitiesCashFlowStatement": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherOperatingActivitiesCashFlowStatement",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other",
        "label": "Other Operating Activities, Cash Flow Statement",
        "documentation": "Other cash or noncash adjustments to reconcile net income to cash provided by (used in) operating activities that are not separately disclosed in the statement of cash flows (for example, cash received or cash paid during the current period for miscellaneous operating activities, net change during the reporting period in other assets or other liabilities)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_OtherPerfMeasureAmt": {

     "xbrltype": "decimalItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "OtherPerfMeasureAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other Performance Measure, Amount",
        "label": "Other Performance Measure, Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r958"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_OtherSundryLiabilitiesNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "OtherSundryLiabilitiesNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OtherLiabilitiesNoncurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other long-term liabilities",
        "label": "Other Sundry Liabilities, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Obligations not otherwise itemized or categorized in the footnotes to the financial statements that are expected to be paid after one year (or the normal operating cycle, if longer), from the balance sheet date."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r115",
      "r175"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_OutstandingAggtErrCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "OutstandingAggtErrCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Outstanding Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Amount",
        "label": "Outstanding Aggregate Erroneous Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r920",
      "r930",
      "r940",
      "r972"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_OutstandingRecoveryCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "OutstandingRecoveryCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Compensation Amount",
        "label": "Outstanding Recovery Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r923",
      "r933",
      "r943",
      "r975"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_OutstandingRecoveryIndName": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "OutstandingRecoveryIndName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Name",
        "label": "Outstanding Recovery, Individual Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r923",
      "r933",
      "r943",
      "r975"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_OvidTherapeuticsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "OvidTherapeuticsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Ovid (Soticlestat)",
        "label": "Ovid Therapeutics [Member]",

        "documentation": "Ovid Therapeutics"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_PalvellaTherapeuticsIncMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PalvellaTherapeuticsIncMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Palvella",
        "label": "Palvella Therapeutics, Inc. [Member]",
        "documentation": "Palvella Therapeutics, Inc."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_PartnerProgramsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PartnerProgramsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Partner Programs",
        "label": "Partner Programs [Member]",
        "documentation": "Partner Programs"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_PatentedTechnologyMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PatentedTechnologyMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Complete technology",
        "label": "Patented Technology [Member]",
        "documentation": "Exclusive legal right granted by the government to the owner of the patented technology to exploit the technology for a period of time specified by law."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r68",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1085",
      "r1086"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PayVsPerformanceDisclosureLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PayVsPerformanceDisclosureLineItems",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Pay vs Performance Disclosure [Line Items]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r947"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsForDerivativeInstrumentInvestingActivities": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsForDerivativeInstrumentInvestingActivities",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for the Agenus transaction",
        "label": "Payments for Derivative Instrument, Investing Activities",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow for derivative instruments during the period, which are classified as investing activities, excluding those designated as hedging instruments."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1027"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsOfDebtIssuanceCosts": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsOfDebtIssuanceCosts",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for debt issuance costs",
        "label": "Payments of Debt Issuance Costs",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow paid to third parties in connection with debt origination, which will be amortized over the remaining maturity period of the associated long-term debt."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r35"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsRelatedToTaxWithholdingForShareBasedCompensation": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsRelatedToTaxWithholdingForShareBasedCompensation",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 4.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Taxes paid related to net share settlement of equity awards",
        "label": "Payment, Tax Withholding, Share-Based Payment Arrangement",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash outflow to satisfy grantee's tax withholding obligation for award under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r250"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireBusinessTwoNetOfCashAcquired": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireBusinessTwoNetOfCashAcquired",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 9.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for Apeiron acquisition, net of cash received",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Business Two, Net of Cash Acquired",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow associated with a second acquisition of a business, net of the cash acquired from the purchase."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1027"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesGross": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesGross",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Cash payments for acquisition",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Businesses, Gross",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow associated with the acquisition of business during the period. The cash portion only of the acquisition price."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r34",
      "r544"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesNetOfCashAcquired": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireBusinessesNetOfCashAcquired",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 10.0
      },
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for Novan acquisition, net of restricted cash received",
        "terseLabel": "Net cash paid for acquisitions",
        "totalLabel": "Cash paid for Novan, including restricted cash received",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Businesses, Net of Cash Acquired",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow associated with the acquisition of a business, net of the cash acquired from the purchase."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r34"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireEquityMethodInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireEquityMethodInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 11.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for investment in Primrose Bio",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Equity Method Investments",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow associated with the purchase of or advances to an equity method investments, which are investments in joint ventures and entities in which the entity has an equity ownership interest normally of 20 to 50 percent and exercises significant influence."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r34"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireEquitySecuritiesFvNi": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireEquitySecuritiesFvNi",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",

       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for InvIOs investment",
        "terseLabel": "Cash paid for InvIOs investment",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Equity Securities, FV-NI",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash outflow to acquire investment in equity security measured at fair value with change in fair value recognized in net income (FV-NI), classified as investing activity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r191",
      "r252"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_PaymentsToAcquireFinancialRoyaltyAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireFinancialRoyaltyAssets",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 12.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Acquisition of financial royalty assets",

        "label": "Payments To Acquire Financial Royalty Assets",
        "documentation": "Payments To Acquire Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireNotesReceivable": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireNotesReceivable",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 8.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Cash paid for Palvella notes receivable",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Notes Receivable",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow to acquire an agreement for an unconditional promise by the maker to pay the entity (holder) a definite sum of money at a future date. Such amount may include accrued interest receivable in accordance with the terms of the note. The note also may contain provisions including a discount or premium, payable on demand, secured, or unsecured, interest bearing or noninterest bearing, among myriad other features and characteristics."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r33"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquirePropertyPlantAndEquipment": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquirePropertyPlantAndEquipment",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {

       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 7.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Purchase of property and equipment",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Property, Plant, and Equipment",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow associated with the acquisition of long-lived, physical assets that are used in the normal conduct of business to produce goods and services and not intended for resale; includes cash outflows to pay for construction of self-constructed assets."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r140"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PaymentsToAcquireShortTermInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PaymentsToAcquireShortTermInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Purchase of short-term investments",
        "label": "Payments to Acquire Short-Term Investments",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow for securities or other assets acquired, which qualify for treatment as an investing activity and are to be liquidated, if necessary, within the current operating cycle. Includes cash flows from securities classified as trading securities that were acquired for reasons other than sale in the short-term."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r139"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_PaymentsToContingentValueRightHolders": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PaymentsToContingentValueRightHolders",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsReconciliationofLevel3FinancialInstrumentsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Payments to CVR holders and other contingent payments",
        "label": "Payments To Contingent Value Right Holders",
        "documentation": "Payments To Contingent Value Right Holders"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_PeerGroupIssuersFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeerGroupIssuersFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Peer Group Issuers, Footnote",
        "label": "Peer Group Issuers, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r957"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PeerGroupTotalShareholderRtnAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeerGroupTotalShareholderRtnAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Peer Group Total Shareholder Return Amount",
        "label": "Peer Group Total Shareholder Return Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r957"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_PeliCRM197Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PeliCRM197Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "PeliCRM197",
        "label": "PeliCRM197 [Member]",
        "documentation": "PeliCRM197"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_PelicanTechnologyHoldingsIncMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PelicanTechnologyHoldingsIncMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioFairValueoftheConsiderationDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNetAssetDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pelican Technology Holdings, Inc.",
        "label": "Pelican Technology Holdings, Inc. [Member]",
        "documentation": "Pelican Technology Holdings, Inc."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_PeoActuallyPaidCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeoActuallyPaidCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "PEO Actually Paid Compensation Amount",
        "label": "PEO Actually Paid Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r949"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PeoMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeoMember",
     "presentation": [

      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "PEO",
        "label": "PEO [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r966"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PeoName": {
     "xbrltype": "normalizedStringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeoName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "PEO Name",
        "label": "PEO Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r959"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PeoTotalCompAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PeoTotalCompAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "PEO Total Compensation Amount",
        "label": "PEO Total Compensation Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r948"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PerformanceSharesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PerformanceSharesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Performance Shares",
        "label": "Performance Shares [Member]",
        "documentation": "Share-based payment arrangement awarded for meeting performance target."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_Phase3ClinicalTrialMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "Phase3ClinicalTrialMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Phase 3 clinical trial",
        "label": "Phase 3 Clinical Trial [Member]",
        "documentation": "Phase 3 Clinical Trial"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_PlanNameAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PlanNameAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Plan Name [Axis]",
        "label": "Plan Name [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by plan name for share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1108",
      "r1109",
      "r1110",
      "r1111",
      "r1112",
      "r1113",
      "r1114",
      "r1115",
      "r1116",
      "r1117",
      "r1118",
      "r1119",
      "r1120",
      "r1121",
      "r1122",
      "r1123",
      "r1124",
      "r1125",
      "r1126",
      "r1127",

      "r1128",
      "r1129",
      "r1130",
      "r1131",
      "r1132",
      "r1133"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PlanNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PlanNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Plan Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Plan Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Plan name for share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1108",
      "r1109",
      "r1110",
      "r1111",
      "r1112",
      "r1113",
      "r1114",
      "r1115",
      "r1116",
      "r1117",
      "r1118",
      "r1119",
      "r1120",
      "r1121",
      "r1122",
      "r1123",
      "r1124",

      "r1125",
      "r1126",
      "r1127",
      "r1128",
      "r1129",
      "r1130",
      "r1131",
      "r1132",
      "r1133"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PnsnAdjsPrrSvcCstMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PnsnAdjsPrrSvcCstMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pension Adjustments Prior Service Cost",
        "label": "Pension Adjustments Prior Service Cost [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r950"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PnsnAdjsSvcCstMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PnsnAdjsSvcCstMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pension Adjustments Service Cost",
        "label": "Pension Adjustments Service Cost [Member]"

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r994"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PnsnBnftsAdjFnTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PnsnBnftsAdjFnTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pension Benefits Adjustments, Footnote",
        "label": "Pension Benefits Adjustments, Footnote [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r949"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Palvella Series C preferred stock",
        "terseLabel": "Preferred Stock",
        "label": "Preferred Stock [Member]",
        "documentation": "Preferred shares may provide a preferential dividend to the dividend on common stock and may take precedence over common stock in the event of a liquidation. Preferred shares typically represent an ownership interest in the company."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r896",
      "r897",
      "r900",
      "r901",
      "r902",
      "r903",
      "r1211",
      "r1214"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockParOrStatedValuePerShare": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockParOrStatedValuePerShare",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Preferred stock, par value (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Preferred Stock, Par or Stated Value Per Share",
        "documentation": "Face amount or stated value per share of preferred stock nonredeemable or redeemable solely at the option of the issuer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r118",
      "r443"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockSharesAuthorized": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockSharesAuthorized",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Preferred stock authorized (in shares)",
        "label": "Preferred Stock, Shares Authorized",
        "documentation": "The maximum number of nonredeemable preferred shares (or preferred stock redeemable solely at the option of the issuer) permitted to be issued by an entity's charter and bylaws."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r118",
      "r746"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockSharesIssued": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockSharesIssued",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Preferred stock issued (in shares)",
        "label": "Preferred Stock, Shares Issued",
        "documentation": "Number of shares issued for nonredeemable preferred shares and preferred shares redeemable solely at option of issuer. Includes, but is not limited to, preferred shares issued, repurchased, and held as treasury shares. Excludes preferred shares classified as debt."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r118",
      "r443"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockSharesOutstanding": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockSharesOutstanding",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETSParenthetical"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Preferred stock outstanding (in shares)",
        "label": "Preferred Stock, Shares Outstanding",
        "documentation": "Aggregate share number for all nonredeemable preferred stock (or preferred stock redeemable solely at the option of the issuer) held by stockholders. Does not include preferred shares that have been repurchased."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r118",
      "r746",
      "r764",
      "r1214",
      "r1215"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PreferredStockValue": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PreferredStockValue",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Preferred stock, $0.001 par value; 5,000 shares authorized; zero issued and outstanding at September\u00a030, 2024 and December\u00a031, 2023",
        "label": "Preferred Stock, Value, Issued",
        "documentation": "Aggregate par or stated value of issued nonredeemable preferred stock (or preferred stock redeemable solely at the option of the issuer). This item includes treasury stock repurchased by the entity. Note: elements for number of nonredeemable preferred shares, par value and other disclosure concepts are in another section within stockholders' equity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r118",

      "r665",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PrepaidExpenseCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PrepaidExpenseCurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Prepaid expense",
        "label": "Prepaid Expense, Current",
        "documentation": "Amount of asset related to consideration paid in advance for costs that provide economic benefits within a future period of one year or the normal operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r236",
      "r382",
      "r383",
      "r831"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_PrimordialGeneticsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PrimordialGeneticsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Primordial Genetics",
        "label": "Primordial Genetics [Member]",

        "documentation": "Primordial Genetics"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_PrimroseBioMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "PrimroseBioMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Primrose Bio",
        "label": "Primrose Bio [Member]",
        "documentation": "Primrose Bio"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_PriorPeriodReclassificationAdjustmentDescription": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PriorPeriodReclassificationAdjustmentDescription",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Reclassification",
        "label": "Reclassification, Comparability Adjustment [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for reclassification affecting comparability of financial statement. Excludes amendment to accounting standards, other change in accounting principle, and correction of error."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1014"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ProceedsFromFinancialRoyaltyAssets": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromFinancialRoyaltyAssets",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Proceeds from financial royalty assets",
        "label": "Proceeds From Financial Royalty Assets",
        "documentation": "Proceeds From Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ProceedsFromIssuanceOfCommonStock": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromIssuanceOfCommonStock",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Proceeds from ATM sales, net of commissions and fees",
        "label": "Proceeds from Issuance of Common Stock",
        "documentation": "The cash inflow from the additional capital contribution to the entity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r5"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ProceedsFromMaturitiesPrepaymentsAndCallsOfShorttermInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromMaturitiesPrepaymentsAndCallsOfShorttermInvestments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Proceeds from maturity of short-term investments",
        "label": "Proceeds from Maturities, Prepayments and Calls of Short-Term Investments",
        "documentation": "The cash inflow from maturities, prepayments, calls and collections of all investments, including securities and other assets, having ready marketability and intended by management to be liquidated, if necessary, within the current operating cycle. Includes cash flows from securities classified as trading securities that were acquired for reasons other than sale in the short-term."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r31",
      "r139"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ProceedsFromRoyaltiesReceived": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromRoyaltiesReceived",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Proceeds from royalties received",
        "label": "Proceeds from Royalties Received",
        "documentation": "Cash received for royalties during the current period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r144",
      "r145"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ProceedsFromSaleOfShortTermInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromSaleOfShortTermInvestments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInInvestingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Proceeds from sale of short-term investments",
        "label": "Proceeds from Sale of Short-Term Investments",
        "documentation": "The cash inflow from sales of all investments, including securities and other assets, having ready marketability and intended by management to be liquidated, if necessary, within the current operating cycle. Includes cash flows from securities classified as trading securities that were acquired for reasons other than sale in the short-term."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r31"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ProceedsFromStockOptionsExercised": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ProceedsFromStockOptionsExercised",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Net proceeds from stock option exercises and ESPP",
        "label": "Proceeds from Stock Options Exercised",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash inflow from exercise of option under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r5",
      "r21"
     ]
    },
    "srt_ProductOrServiceAxis": {

     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "ProductOrServiceAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Product and Service [Axis]",
        "label": "Product and Service [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by product and service, or group of similar products and similar services."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r206",
      "r207",
      "r208",
      "r209",
      "r210",
      "r211",
      "r214",
      "r309",
      "r646",
      "r684",
      "r685",
      "r686",
      "r687",
      "r688",
      "r689",
      "r690",
      "r826",
      "r858",
      "r888",
      "r889",

      "r890",
      "r891",
      "r894",
      "r1013",
      "r1095",
      "r1096",
      "r1105",
      "r1180",
      "r1182",
      "r1183",
      "r1184",
      "r1185",
      "r1186",
      "r1187",
      "r1188",
      "r1189",
      "r1190",
      "r1191",
      "r1192",
      "r1193",
      "r1194",
      "r1195",
      "r1196",
      "r1197",
      "r1198",
      "r1199",
      "r1200",
      "r1201",
      "r1202",
      "r1203",
      "r1204",
      "r1205",
      "r1206",
      "r1207",
      "r1209",
      "r1210"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ProductRoyaltyPercentage": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ProductRoyaltyPercentage",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Product royalty (as a percent)",
        "label": "Product Royalty Percentage",
        "documentation": "Product Royalty Percentage"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_ProductsAndServicesDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "ProductsAndServicesDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Product and Service [Domain]",
        "label": "Product and Service [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Product or service, or a group of similar products or similar services."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r206",
      "r207",
      "r208",
      "r209",
      "r210",

      "r211",
      "r214",
      "r309",
      "r646",
      "r684",
      "r685",
      "r686",
      "r687",
      "r688",
      "r689",
      "r690",
      "r826",
      "r858",
      "r888",
      "r889",
      "r890",
      "r891",
      "r894",
      "r1013",
      "r1095",
      "r1096",
      "r1105",
      "r1180",
      "r1182",
      "r1183",
      "r1184",
      "r1185",
      "r1186",
      "r1187",
      "r1188",
      "r1189",
      "r1190",
      "r1191",
      "r1192",
      "r1193",
      "r1194",
      "r1195",
      "r1196",
      "r1197",
      "r1198",
      "r1199",
      "r1200",

      "r1201",
      "r1202",
      "r1203",
      "r1204",
      "r1205",
      "r1206",
      "r1207",
      "r1209",
      "r1210"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PropertyPlantAndEquipmentLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PropertyPlantAndEquipmentLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Property, Plant and Equipment",
        "label": "Property, Plant and Equipment [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r606"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PropertyPlantAndEquipmentNet": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PropertyPlantAndEquipmentNet",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_Assets",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 11.0
      }

     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Property and equipment, net",
        "label": "Property, Plant and Equipment, Net",
        "documentation": "Amount after accumulated depreciation, depletion and amortization of physical assets used in the normal conduct of business to produce goods and services and not intended for resale. Examples include, but are not limited to, land, buildings, machinery and equipment, office equipment, and furniture and fixtures."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r12",
      "r606",
      "r656",
      "r672",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PublicUtilitiesInventoryAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PublicUtilitiesInventoryAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory [Axis]",
        "label": "Inventory [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of inventory held."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1019"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_PublicUtilitiesInventoryTypeDomain": {

     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "PublicUtilitiesInventoryTypeDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Inventory [Domain]",
        "label": "Inventory [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Tangible personal property that is held for sale in the ordinary course of business, in process of production for such sale or is to be currently consumed in the production of goods or services to be available for sale."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1019"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PvpTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PvpTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pay vs Performance Disclosure",
        "label": "Pay vs Performance Disclosure [Table]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r947"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_PvpTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "PvpTableTextBlock",

     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Pay vs Performance Disclosure, Table",
        "label": "Pay vs Performance [Table Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r947"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_QARZIBAMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "QARZIBAMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Apeiron",
        "label": "QARZIBA [Member]",
        "documentation": "QARZIBA"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_RangeAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "RangeAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statistical Measurement [Axis]",
        "label": "Statistical Measurement [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by statistical measurement. Includes, but is not limited to, minimum, maximum, weighted average, arithmetic average, and median."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r201",
      "r202",
      "r203",
      "r204",
      "r205",
      "r216",
      "r217",
      "r411",
      "r412",
      "r413",
      "r414",
      "r466",
      "r474",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r514",
      "r570",
      "r617",
      "r626",
      "r643",
      "r691",
      "r693",
      "r701",
      "r734",
      "r735",
      "r792",
      "r794",
      "r796",
      "r797",
      "r809",

      "r822",
      "r823",
      "r847",
      "r857",
      "r870",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r883",
      "r884",
      "r889",
      "r898",
      "r1091",
      "r1101",
      "r1149",
      "r1169",
      "r1170",
      "r1171",
      "r1172",
      "r1173"
     ]
    },
    "srt_RangeMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "RangeMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statistical Measurement [Domain]",
        "label": "Statistical Measurement [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Statistical measurement. Includes, but is not limited to, minimum, maximum, weighted average, arithmetic average, and median."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r201",

      "r202",
      "r203",
      "r204",
      "r205",
      "r216",
      "r217",
      "r411",
      "r412",
      "r413",
      "r414",
      "r466",
      "r474",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r514",
      "r570",
      "r617",
      "r626",
      "r643",
      "r691",
      "r693",
      "r701",
      "r734",
      "r735",
      "r792",
      "r794",
      "r796",
      "r797",
      "r809",
      "r822",
      "r823",
      "r847",
      "r857",
      "r870",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r883",
      "r884",
      "r889",
      "r898",
      "r1091",

      "r1101",
      "r1149",
      "r1169",
      "r1170",
      "r1171",
      "r1172",
      "r1173"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_RecoveryOfErrCompDisclosureLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "RecoveryOfErrCompDisclosureLineItems",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Recovery of Erroneously Awarded Compensation Disclosure [Line Items]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r915",
      "r925",
      "r935",
      "r967"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RelatedPartyDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RelatedPartyDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Related Party [Domain]",
        "label": "Related and Nonrelated Parties [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Related and nonrelated parties. Related party includes, but is not limited to, affiliate, other entity for which investment is accounted for under equity method, trust for benefit of employee, principal owner, management, and member of immediate family, and other party that may be prevented from pursuing separate interests because of control, significant influence, or ownership interest."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r312",
      "r473",
      "r608",
      "r609",
      "r663",
      "r671",
      "r739",
      "r740",
      "r741",
      "r742",
      "r743",
      "r763",
      "r765",
      "r790"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RelatedPartyTransactionsByRelatedPartyAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RelatedPartyTransactionsByRelatedPartyAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Related Party [Axis]",
        "label": "Related and Nonrelated Parties [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by related and nonrelated parties. Related party includes, but is not limited to, affiliate, other entity for which investment is accounted for under equity method, trust for benefit of employee, principal owner, management, and member of immediate family, and other party that may be prevented from pursuing separate interests because of control, significant influence, or ownership interest."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r312",
      "r473",
      "r608",
      "r609",
      "r663",
      "r671",
      "r739",

      "r740",
      "r741",
      "r742",
      "r743",
      "r763",
      "r765",
      "r790",
      "r1165"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RepaymentsOfLongTermDebt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RepaymentsOfLongTermDebt",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInFinancingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 5.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Repayment at maturity/repurchase of 2023 Notes",
        "label": "Repayments of Long-Term Debt",
        "documentation": "The cash outflow for debt initially having maturity due after one year or beyond the normal operating cycle, if longer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r141",
      "r706"
     ]
    },
    "srt_RepurchaseAgreementCounterpartyNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",

     "localname": "RepurchaseAgreementCounterpartyNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Counterparty Name [Domain]",
        "label": "Counterparty Name [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Named other party that participates in a financial transaction. Examples include, but not limited to, the name of the financial institution."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r212",
      "r213",
      "r261",
      "r262",
      "r428",
      "r445",
      "r610",
      "r627",
      "r657",
      "r835",
      "r836"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ResearchAndDevelopmentExpense": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ResearchAndDevelopmentExpense",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingCostsAndExpenses",
       "weight": 1.0,

       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Research and development",
        "terseLabel": "Received amount expended",
        "label": "Research and Development Expense",
        "documentation": "Amount of expense for research and development. Includes, but is not limited to, cost for computer software product to be sold, leased, or otherwise marketed and writeoff of research and development assets acquired in transaction other than business combination or joint venture formation or both. Excludes write-down of intangible asset acquired in business combination or from joint venture formation or both, used in research and development activity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r515",
      "r824",
      "r844",
      "r1174"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ResearchAndDevelopmentExpenseMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ResearchAndDevelopmentExpenseMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesAccountingforShareBasedCompensationDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "SBC - Research and development expenses",
        "label": "Research and Development Expense [Member]",
        "documentation": "Primary financial statement caption in which the reported facts about research and development expense have been included."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "ecd_RestatementDateAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "RestatementDateAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Restatement Determination Date:",
        "label": "Restatement Determination Date [Axis]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r916",
      "r926",
      "r936",
      "r968"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_RestatementDeterminationDate": {
     "xbrltype": "dateItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "RestatementDeterminationDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Restatement Determination Date",
        "label": "Restatement Determination Date"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r917",
      "r927",
      "r937",
      "r969"

     ]
    },
    "ecd_RestatementDoesNotRequireRecoveryTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "RestatementDoesNotRequireRecoveryTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Restatement does not require Recovery",
        "label": "Restatement Does Not Require Recovery [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r924",
      "r934",
      "r944",
      "r976"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RestrictedCashNoncurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RestrictedCashNoncurrent",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Restricted cash in other assets",
        "label": "Restricted Cash, Noncurrent",
        "documentation": "Amount of cash restricted as to withdrawal or usage, classified as noncurrent. Cash includes, but is not limited to, currency on hand, demand deposits with banks or financial institutions, and other accounts with general characteristics of demand deposits."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r193",
      "r1017",
      "r1031"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RestrictedStockMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RestrictedStockMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Restricted stock",
        "terseLabel": "Restricted Stock Awards",
        "label": "Restricted Stock [Member]",
        "documentation": "Stock including a provision that prohibits sale or substantive sale of an equity instrument for a specified period of time or until specified performance conditions are met."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r41"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RetainedEarningsAccumulatedDeficit": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RetainedEarningsAccumulatedDeficit",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Retained earnings",
        "label": "Retained Earnings (Accumulated Deficit)",
        "documentation": "Amount of accumulated undistributed earnings (deficit)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r121",
      "r162",
      "r668",
      "r698",
      "r700",
      "r707",
      "r747",
      "r886"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RetainedEarningsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RetainedEarningsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Retained earnings",
        "label": "Retained Earnings [Member]",
        "documentation": "Accumulated undistributed earnings (deficit)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r218",
      "r264",
      "r265",

      "r266",
      "r268",
      "r273",
      "r275",
      "r277",
      "r349",
      "r350",
      "r399",
      "r529",
      "r530",
      "r537",
      "r538",
      "r539",
      "r541",
      "r547",
      "r548",
      "r554",
      "r556",
      "r557",
      "r559",
      "r562",
      "r599",
      "r600",
      "r695",
      "r697",
      "r710",
      "r1214"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RevenueFromContractWithCustomerExcludingAssessedTax": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RevenueFromContractWithCustomerExcludingAssessedTax",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OperatingIncomeLoss",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [

      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Total revenues and other income",
        "terseLabel": "Total revenues",
        "label": "Revenue from Contract with Customer, Excluding Assessed Tax",
        "documentation": "Amount, excluding tax collected from customer, of revenue from satisfaction of performance obligation by transferring promised good or service to customer. Tax collected from customer is tax assessed by governmental authority that is both imposed on and concurrent with specific revenue-producing transaction, including, but not limited to, sales, use, value added and excise."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r184",
      "r185",
      "r293",
      "r298",
      "r299",
      "r306",
      "r308",
      "r309",
      "r310",
      "r311",
      "r462",
      "r463",
      "r646"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RevenueRecognitionPolicyTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RevenueRecognitionPolicyTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Revenue and Other Income",
        "label": "Revenue [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for revenue. Includes revenue from contract with customer and from other sources."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r768",
      "r825",
      "r838"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RevenuesAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RevenuesAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Revenues and other income:",
        "label": "Revenues [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_RevolvingCreditFacilityMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RevolvingCreditFacilityMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Revolving Credit Facility",
        "label": "Revolving Credit Facility [Member]",
        "documentation": "Arrangement in which loan proceeds can continuously be obtained following repayments, but the total amount borrowed cannot exceed a specified maximum amount."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_RightOfUseAssetObtainedInExchangeForOperatingLeaseLiability": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RightOfUseAssetObtainedInExchangeForOperatingLeaseLiability",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Addition of right-of-use assets and lease liabilities",
        "label": "Right-of-Use Asset Obtained in Exchange for Operating Lease Liability",
        "documentation": "Amount of increase in right-of-use asset obtained in exchange for operating lease liability."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r605",
      "r885"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_RoyaltyAgreementsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RoyaltyAgreementsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Royalty Agreements",
        "label": "Royalty Agreements [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contractual arrangement, generally for a defined period of time, entitling the entity to use the rights and property of another party. Examples include, but not limited to, licensing the use of copyrighted materials and leasing the extraction of natural resources."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r67",

      "r516",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1085",
      "r1086",
      "r1134"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_RoyaltyFinancingAgreementPercentageOfGlobalNetSales": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "RoyaltyFinancingAgreementPercentageOfGlobalNetSales",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Future royalties (as a percent)",
        "label": "Royalty Financing Agreement, Percentage Of Global Net Sales",
        "documentation": "Royalty Financing Agreement, Percentage Of Global Net Sales"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_RoyaltyMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "RoyaltyMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Royalties",

        "terseLabel": "Royalties",
        "label": "Royalty [Member]",
        "documentation": "Money for usage-based right to asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1106"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_RoyaltyOtherMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "RoyaltyOtherMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Other",
        "label": "Royalty, Other [Member]",
        "documentation": "Royalty, Other"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_Rule10b51ArrAdoptedFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "Rule10b51ArrAdoptedFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted",
        "label": "Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Adopted [Flag]"
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r985"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_Rule10b51ArrTrmntdFlag": {
     "xbrltype": "booleanItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "Rule10b51ArrTrmntdFlag",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated",
        "label": "Rule 10b5-1 Arrangement Terminated [Flag]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r985"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_RylazeMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "RylazeMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Rylaze",
        "label": "Rylaze [Member]",
        "documentation": "Rylaze"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "lgnd_SaleOfStockAuthorizedOfferingAmount": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "SaleOfStockAuthorizedOfferingAmount",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of stock, authorized offering amount",
        "label": "Sale Of Stock, Authorized Offering Amount",
        "documentation": "Sale Of Stock, Authorized Offering Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_SaleOfStockConsiderationReceivedOnTransaction": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SaleOfStockConsiderationReceivedOnTransaction",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Common stock aggregate offering price",
        "label": "Sale of Stock, Consideration Received on Transaction",
        "documentation": "Cash received on stock transaction after deduction of issuance costs."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_SaleOfStockNameOfTransactionDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SaleOfStockNameOfTransactionDomain",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of Stock [Domain]",
        "label": "Sale of Stock [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Sale of the entity's stock, including, but not limited to, initial public offering (IPO) and private placement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_SaleOfStockNumberOfSharesIssuedInTransaction": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SaleOfStockNumberOfSharesIssuedInTransaction",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of common stock (in shares)",
        "label": "Sale of Stock, Number of Shares Issued in Transaction",
        "documentation": "The number of shares issued or sold by the subsidiary or equity method investee per stock transaction."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_SalesContractInterestInSalesRevenue": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "SalesContractInterestInSalesRevenue",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Interest in sales revenue (as a percent)",
        "label": "Sales Contract, Interest In Sales Revenue",
        "documentation": "Sales Contract, Interest In Sales Revenue"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_SalesRevenueMilestone": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "SalesRevenueMilestone",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sales revenue milestone",
        "label": "Sales Revenue Milestone",
        "documentation": "Sales Revenue Milestone"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_ScenarioForecastMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "ScenarioForecastMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forecast",
        "label": "Forecast [Member]",
        "documentation": "Information reported for future period. Excludes information expected to be reported in future period for effect on historical fact."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r475",
      "r1012",
      "r1038"
     ]
    },
    "srt_ScenarioUnspecifiedDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "ScenarioUnspecifiedDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Scenario [Domain]",
        "label": "Scenario [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Scenario reported, distinguishing information from actual fact. Includes, but is not limited to, pro forma and forecast. Excludes actual facts."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r215",
      "r278",
      "r475",
      "r998",
      "r1038"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfAccruedLiabilitiesTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfAccruedLiabilitiesTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Accrued Liabilities",
        "label": "Schedule of Accrued Liabilities [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the components of accrued liabilities."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfAntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfAntidilutiveSecuritiesExcludedFromComputationOfEarningsPerShareTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Antidilutive Security, Excluded EPS Calculation [Table]",
        "label": "Antidilutive Security, Excluded EPS Calculation [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about security that could potentially dilute basic earnings per share (EPS) in future that was not included in calculation of diluted EPS."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r41"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfAvailableForSaleSecuritiesLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfAvailableForSaleSecuritiesLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Debt Securities, Available-for-sale",
        "label": "Debt Securities, Available-for-Sale [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r313",
      "r314",
      "r315",
      "r316",
      "r317",
      "r318",
      "r319",
      "r320",
      "r321",
      "r322",
      "r323",
      "r324"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfBusinessAcquisitionsByAcquisitionTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfBusinessAcquisitionsByAcquisitionTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsFairValuesofAssetsAcquiredandLiabilitiesAssumedDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Business Acquisitions, by Acquisition [Table]",
        "label": "Schedule of Business Acquisitions, by Acquisition [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about business combination. Includes, but is not limited to, recognized asset and liability."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r60",
      "r61",
      "r542"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfDerivativeAssetsAtFairValueTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfDerivativeAssetsAtFairValueTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Derivative Assets",
        "label": "Schedule of Derivative Assets at Fair Value [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of derivative assets at fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsIncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfDisposalGroupsIncludingDiscontinuedOperationsIncomeStatementBalanceSheetAndAdditionalDisclosuresTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Carrying Amounts of Major Classes of Assets and Liabilities Related to Assets Held for Sale",
        "label": "Disposal Groups, Including Discontinued Operations [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of information related to a disposal group. Includes, but is not limited to, a discontinued operation, disposal classified as held-for-sale or disposed of by means other than sale or disposal of an individually significant component."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r14",
      "r22",
      "r25",
      "r88",
      "r97",
      "r98",
      "r99",

      "r100",
      "r101",
      "r104",
      "r106",
      "r107",
      "r154"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfEarningsPerShareBasicAndDilutedTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfEarningsPerShareBasicAndDilutedTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Computation of Basic and Diluted Earnings per Share",
        "label": "Schedule of Earnings Per Share, Basic and Diluted [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of an entity's basic and diluted earnings per share calculations, including a reconciliation of numerators and denominators of the basic and diluted per-share computations for income from continuing operations."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1041"
     ]
    },
    "srt_ScheduleOfEquityMethodInvestmentEquityMethodInvesteeNameAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfEquityMethodInvestmentEquityMethodInvesteeNameAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investment, Name [Axis]",
        "label": "Investment, Name [Axis]",

        "documentation": "Information by name of investment including named security. Excludes entity that is consolidated."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r345",
      "r346",
      "r347",
      "r536",
      "r999",
      "r1000",
      "r1001",
      "r1137",
      "r1138",
      "r1139",
      "r1140"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ScheduleOfFairValueOfTheConsiderationTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfFairValueOfTheConsiderationTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Fair Value of the Consideration",
        "label": "Schedule Of Fair Value Of The Consideration [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Schedule Of Fair Value Of The Consideration"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_ScheduleOfFinancialRoyaltyAssetsTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfFinancialRoyaltyAssetsTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsTables"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Financial Royalty Assets",
        "label": "Schedule of Financial Royalty Assets [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Schedule of Financial Royalty Assets"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfFiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfFiniteLivedIntangibleAssetsTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Intangible Asset, Finite-Lived [Table]",
        "label": "Intangible Asset, Finite-Lived [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about finite-lived intangible asset. Excludes indefinite-lived intangible asset."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r387",
      "r394",
      "r395",
      "r396",
      "r398",
      "r647",
      "r824",
      "r851"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfIntangibleAssetsAndGoodwillTableTextBlock": {

     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfIntangibleAssetsAndGoodwillTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Goodwill and Other Identifiable Intangible Assets",
        "label": "Schedule of Intangible Assets and Goodwill [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of goodwill and intangible assets, which may be broken down by segment or major class."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1073",
      "r1076"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfInventoryCurrentTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfInventoryCurrentTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Inventory in Other Assets",
        "label": "Schedule of Inventory, Current [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the carrying amount as of the balance sheet date of merchandise, goods, commodities, or supplies held for future sale or to be used in manufacturing, servicing or production process."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r27",
      "r125",
      "r126",
      "r127"
     ]

    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfNonvestedRestrictedStockUnitsActivityTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfNonvestedRestrictedStockUnitsActivityTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Restricted Stock Activity",
        "label": "Schedule of Nonvested Restricted Stock Units Activity [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the changes in outstanding nonvested restricted stock units."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r164"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Property, Plant and Equipment [Table]",
        "label": "Property, Plant and Equipment [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about physical assets used in the normal conduct of business and not intended for resale. Includes, but is not limited to, balances by class of assets, depreciation and depletion expense and method used, including composite depreciation, and accumulated deprecation."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r12",
      "r606"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfRecognizedIdentifiedAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfRecognizedIdentifiedAssetsAcquiredAndLiabilitiesAssumedTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Recognized Identified Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed",
        "label": "Schedule of Recognized Identified Assets Acquired and Liabilities Assumed [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the amounts recognized as of the acquisition date for each major class of assets acquired and liabilities assumed. May include but not limited to the following: (a) acquired receivables; (b) contingencies recognized at the acquisition date; and (c) the fair value of noncontrolling interests in the acquiree."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r167"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Share-based Compensation Arrangements by Share-based Payment Award [Table]",
        "label": "Schedule of Share-Based Compensation Arrangements by Share-Based Payment Award [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r477",
      "r479",
      "r481",
      "r482",
      "r483",

      "r485",
      "r486",
      "r487",
      "r488",
      "r489",
      "r490",
      "r491",
      "r492",
      "r493",
      "r494",
      "r495",
      "r496",
      "r497",
      "r498",
      "r499",
      "r500",
      "r501",
      "r502",
      "r505",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r509"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationStockOptionsActivityTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfShareBasedCompensationStockOptionsActivityTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Stock Option Plan Activity",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Option, Activity [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure for stock option plans. Includes, but is not limited to, outstanding awards at beginning and end of year, grants, exercises, forfeitures, and weighted-average grant date fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [

      "r19",
      "r20",
      "r163"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfShareBasedPaymentAwardEmployeeStockPurchasePlanValuationAssumptionsTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfShareBasedPaymentAwardEmployeeStockPurchasePlanValuationAssumptionsTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Schedule of Fair-Value Options Awarded to Employees and Directors",
        "label": "Schedule of Share-Based Payment Award, Employee Stock Purchase Plan, Valuation Assumptions [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the significant assumptions used during the year to estimate the fair value of employee stock purchase plans, including, but not limited to: (a) expected term, (b) expected volatility of the entity's shares, (c) expected dividends, (d) risk-free rate(s), and (e) discount for post-vesting restrictions."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r165"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ScheduleOfShortTermInvestmentsTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfShortTermInvestmentsTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Short-Term Investments",
        "label": "Schedule Of Short-Term investments [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Schedule Of Short-Term investments"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_ScheduleOfStockByClassTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ScheduleOfStockByClassTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Stock by Class [Table]",
        "label": "Stock, Class of Stock [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about stock by class. Includes, but is not limited to, common, convertible, and preferred stocks."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r48",
      "r49",
      "r50",
      "r51",
      "r52",
      "r53",
      "r158",
      "r160",
      "r161",
      "r162",
      "r230",
      "r231",
      "r232",
      "r295",
      "r443",
      "r444",
      "r445",
      "r447",
      "r450",
      "r455",
      "r457",
      "r703",
      "r704",
      "r705",

      "r706",
      "r857",
      "r997",
      "r1032"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SecuredOvernightFinancingRateSofrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SecuredOvernightFinancingRateSofrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR)",
        "label": "Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR) [Member]",
        "documentation": "Interest rate at which bank can borrow U.S. dollar overnight while posting U.S. Treasury bond as collateral."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1143"
     ]
    },
    "dei_Security12bTitle": {
     "xbrltype": "securityTitleItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "Security12bTitle",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Title of 12(b) Security",
        "label": "Title of 12(b) Security",
        "documentation": "Title of a 12(b) registered security."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r910"
     ]
    },
    "dei_SecurityExchangeName": {
     "xbrltype": "edgarExchangeCodeItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "SecurityExchangeName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Security Exchange Name",
        "label": "Security Exchange Name",
        "documentation": "Name of the Exchange on which a security is registered."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r912"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SegmentDiscontinuedOperationsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SegmentDiscontinuedOperationsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Discontinued operations",
        "label": "Discontinued Operations [Member]",
        "documentation": "Component or group of components representing strategic shift that has or will have major effect on operation and financial result, classified as held-for-sale or disposed of by sale or by means other than sale, and business and nonprofit activity on acquisition and upon joint venture formation, classified as held-for-sale."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r6",

      "r89",
      "r90",
      "r91"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SegmentReportingRevenueReconcilingItemLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SegmentReportingRevenueReconcilingItemLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SpinoffofOmniAbDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Segment Reporting, Revenue Reconciling Item",
        "label": "Segment Reporting, Revenue Reconciling Item [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_SelexisMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "SelexisMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Selexis",
        "label": "Selexis [Member]",
        "documentation": "Selexis"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensation": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensation",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 8.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-based compensation",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement, Noncash Expense",
        "documentation": "Amount of noncash expense for share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r9"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ShareBasedCompensationAchievementOfPerformanceCriteriaPayoutRangePercent": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationAchievementOfPerformanceCriteriaPayoutRangePercent",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Payout range (as a percent)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation, Achievement Of Performance Criteria, Payout Range, Percent",
        "documentation": "Share-Based Compensation, Achievement Of Performance Criteria, Payout Range, Percent"
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardAwardRequisiteServicePeriod1": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardAwardRequisiteServicePeriod1",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Performance period for awards (in years)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Award Requisite Service Period",
        "documentation": "Estimated period over which an employee is required to provide service in exchange for the equity-based payment award, in 'PnYnMnDTnHnMnS' format, for example, 'P1Y5M13D' represents the reported fact of one year, five months, and thirteen days."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r871"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardDiscountFromMarketPricePurchaseDate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardDiscountFromMarketPricePurchaseDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share purchase price as percent of market price (as a percent)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Discount from Market Price, Purchase Date",
        "documentation": "Discount rate from fair value on purchase date that participants pay for shares."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r54"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsForfeitedInPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsForfeitedInPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Forfeited (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Forfeited in Period",
        "documentation": "The number of equity-based payment instruments, excluding stock (or unit) options, that were forfeited during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r498"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsForfeituresWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsForfeituresWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forfeited (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Forfeitures, Weighted Average Grant Date Fair Value",
        "documentation": "Weighted average fair value as of the grant date of equity-based award plans other than stock (unit) option plans that were not exercised or put into effect as a result of the occurrence of a terminating event."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r498"
     ]
    },

    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsGrantsInPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsGrantsInPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Granted (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Grants in Period",
        "documentation": "The number of grants made during the period on other than stock (or unit) option plans (for example, phantom stock or unit plan, stock or unit appreciation rights plan, performance target plan)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r496"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsGrantsInPeriodWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsGrantsInPeriodWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Granted (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Grants in Period, Weighted Average Grant Date Fair Value",
        "documentation": "The weighted average fair value at grant date for nonvested equity-based awards issued during the period on other than stock (or unit) option plans (for example, phantom stock or unit plan, stock or unit appreciation rights plan, performance target plan)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r496"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",

     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Nonvested at beginning of period (in shares)",
        "periodEndLabel": "Nonvested at end of period (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Nonvested, Number",
        "documentation": "The number of non-vested equity-based payment instruments, excluding stock (or unit) options, that validly exist and are outstanding as of the balance sheet date."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r493",
      "r494"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Restricted Stock Awards",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Nonvested, Number of Shares [Roll Forward]",
        "documentation": "A roll forward is a reconciliation of a concept from the beginning of a period to the end of a period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Nonvested at beginning of period (in USD per share)",
        "periodEndLabel": "Nonvested at end of period (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Nonvested, Weighted Average Grant Date Fair Value",
        "documentation": "Per share or unit weighted-average fair value of nonvested award under share-based payment arrangement. Excludes share and unit options."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r493",
      "r494"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValueRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsNonvestedWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValueRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Weighted-Average Grant Date Fair Value",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Nonvested, Weighted Average Grant Date Fair Value [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsVestedInPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsVestedInPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "RSUs vested (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Vested in Period",
        "documentation": "The number of equity-based payment instruments, excluding stock (or unit) options, that vested during the reporting period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r497"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsVestedInPeriodWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardEquityInstrumentsOtherThanOptionsVestedInPeriodWeightedAverageGrantDateFairValue",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "RSUs vested (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Equity Instruments Other than Options, Vested in Period, Weighted Average Grant Date Fair Value",
        "documentation": "The weighted average fair value as of grant date pertaining to an equity-based award plan other than a stock (or unit) option plan for which the grantee gained the right during the reporting period, by satisfying service and performance requirements, to receive or retain shares or units, other instruments, or cash in accordance with the terms of the arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r497"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedDividendRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedDividendRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesFairValueValuationAssumptionsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Dividend yield (as a percent)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Fair Value Assumptions, Expected Dividend Rate",
        "documentation": "The estimated dividend rate (a percentage of the share price) to be paid (expected dividends) to holders of the underlying shares over the option's term."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r507"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedVolatilityRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedVolatilityRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesFairValueValuationAssumptionsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Expected volatility (as a percent)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Fair Value Assumptions, Expected Volatility Rate",
        "documentation": "The estimated measure of the percentage by which a share price is expected to fluctuate during a period. Volatility also may be defined as a probability-weighted measure of the dispersion of returns about the mean. The volatility of a share price is the standard deviation of the continuously compounded rates of return on the share over a specified period. That is the same as the standard deviation of the differences in the natural logarithms of the stock prices plus dividends, if any, over the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r506"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsRiskFreeInterestRate": {
     "xbrltype": "percentItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsRiskFreeInterestRate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesFairValueValuationAssumptionsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Risk-free interest rate (as a percent)",

        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Fair Value Assumptions, Risk Free Interest Rate",
        "documentation": "The risk-free interest rate assumption that is used in valuing an option on its own shares."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r508"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-based Compensation Arrangement by Share-based Payment Award",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r477",
      "r479",
      "r481",
      "r482",
      "r483",
      "r485",
      "r486",
      "r487",
      "r488",
      "r489",
      "r490",
      "r491",
      "r492",
      "r493",
      "r494",
      "r495",

      "r496",
      "r497",
      "r498",
      "r499",
      "r500",
      "r501",
      "r502",
      "r505",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r509"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardNumberOfAdditionalSharesAuthorized": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardNumberOfAdditionalSharesAuthorized",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Increase the number of shares under the 2002 stock incentive plan (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Number of Additional Shares Authorized",
        "documentation": "Number of additional shares authorized for issuance under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisableNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisableNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {

        "terseLabel": "Outstanding options that are exercisable (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Exercisable, Number",
        "documentation": "The number of shares into which fully or partially vested stock options outstanding as of the balance sheet date can be currently converted under the option plan."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r487"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisableWeightedAverageExercisePrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisableWeightedAverageExercisePrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Outstanding options that are exercisable, weighted average exercise price (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Exercisable, Weighted Average Exercise Price",
        "documentation": "The weighted-average price as of the balance sheet date at which grantees can acquire the shares reserved for issuance on vested portions of options outstanding and currently exercisable under the stock option plan."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r487"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsForfeituresInPeriod": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsForfeituresInPeriod",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Forfeited (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Forfeitures in Period",

        "documentation": "The number of shares under options that were cancelled during the reporting period as a result of occurrence of a terminating event specified in contractual agreements pertaining to the stock option plan."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r491"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsGrantsInPeriodGross": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsGrantsInPeriodGross",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Granted (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Grants in Period, Gross",
        "documentation": "Gross number of share options (or share units) granted during the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r489"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingNumber": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingNumber",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Balance at beginning of period (in shares)",
        "periodEndLabel": "Balance at end of period (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Outstanding, Number",
        "documentation": "Number of options outstanding, including both vested and non-vested options."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r485",
      "r486"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingRollForward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingRollForward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Shares",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Outstanding [Roll Forward]",
        "documentation": "A roll forward is a reconciliation of a concept from the beginning of a period to the end of a period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingWeightedAverageExercisePrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingWeightedAverageExercisePrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "periodStartLabel": "Balance at beginning of period (in USD per share)",
        "periodEndLabel": "Balance at end of period (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Outstanding, Weighted Average Exercise Price",
        "documentation": "Weighted average price at which grantees can acquire the shares reserved for issuance under the stock option plan."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r485",
      "r486"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingWeightedAverageExercisePriceRollforward": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsOutstandingWeightedAverageExercisePriceRollforward",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Weighted-Average Exercise Price",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Outstanding, Weighted Average Exercise Price [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardAwardTypeAndPlanNameDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardAwardTypeAndPlanNameDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails",
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Award [Domain]",
        "label": "Award Type [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Award under share-based payment arrangement."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r481",
      "r482",
      "r483",
      "r485",
      "r486",
      "r487",
      "r488",
      "r489",
      "r490",
      "r491",
      "r492",
      "r493",
      "r494",
      "r495",
      "r496",
      "r497",
      "r498",
      "r499",
      "r500",
      "r501",
      "r502",
      "r505",
      "r506",
      "r507",
      "r508",
      "r509"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisesInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsExercisesInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Options exercised (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangements by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Exercises in Period, Weighted Average Exercise Price",

        "documentation": "Weighted average price at which option holders acquired shares when converting their stock options into shares."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r490"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsForfeituresInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsForfeituresInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Forfeited (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangements by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Forfeitures in Period, Weighted Average Exercise Price",
        "documentation": "Weighted average price at which grantees could have acquired the underlying shares with respect to stock options that were terminated."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r491"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsGrantsInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice": {
     "xbrltype": "perShareItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationArrangementsByShareBasedPaymentAwardOptionsGrantsInPeriodWeightedAverageExercisePrice",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Granted (in USD per share)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangements by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Grants in Period, Weighted Average Exercise Price",
        "documentation": "Weighted average per share amount at which grantees can acquire shares of common stock by exercise of options."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r489"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShareBasedCompensationOptionAndIncentivePlansPolicy": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShareBasedCompensationOptionAndIncentivePlansPolicy",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-Based Compensation",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for award under share-based payment arrangement. Includes, but is not limited to, methodology and assumption used in measuring cost."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r476",
      "r484",
      "r503",
      "r504",
      "r505",
      "r506",
      "r509",
      "r510",
      "r511",
      "r512",
      "r513"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SharebasedCompensationArrangementBySharebasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedTerm1": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SharebasedCompensationArrangementBySharebasedPaymentAwardFairValueAssumptionsExpectedTerm1",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesFairValueValuationAssumptionsDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Expected term (years)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Fair Value Assumptions, Expected Term",
        "documentation": "Expected term of award under share-based payment arrangement, in 'PnYnMnDTnHnMnS' format, for example, 'P1Y5M13D' represents reported fact of one year, five months, and thirteen days."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r505"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShortTermInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShortTermInvestments",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_AssetsCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 3.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Short-term investments",
        "label": "Short-Term Investments",
        "documentation": "Amount of investments including trading securities, available-for-sale securities, held-to-maturity securities, and short-term investments classified as other and current."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r178",
      "r179",
      "r1020"

     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ShortTermInvestmentsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ShortTermInvestmentsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Short-term investments, excluding Viking",
        "label": "Short-Term Investments [Member]",
        "documentation": "Investments which are not otherwise included in another category or item that the entity has the intent to sell or dispose of within one year from the date of the balance sheet."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r812",
      "r813",
      "r814",
      "r827"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_SoticlestatMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "SoticlestatMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Soticlestat",
        "label": "Soticlestat [Member]",
        "documentation": "Soticlestat"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []

    },
    "us-gaap_StatementClassOfStockAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementClassOfStockAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Class of Stock [Axis]",
        "label": "Class of Stock [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by the different classes of stock of the entity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r200",
      "r230",
      "r231",
      "r232",
      "r259",
      "r281",
      "r285",
      "r287",
      "r289",
      "r295",
      "r296",
      "r348",
      "r418",
      "r420",
      "r421",
      "r422",
      "r425",
      "r426",
      "r443",
      "r444",
      "r447",
      "r450",
      "r457",
      "r589",

      "r703",
      "r704",
      "r705",
      "r706",
      "r710",
      "r711",
      "r712",
      "r713",
      "r714",
      "r715",
      "r716",
      "r717",
      "r718",
      "r719",
      "r720",
      "r721",
      "r746",
      "r767",
      "r785",
      "r815",
      "r816",
      "r817",
      "r818",
      "r819",
      "r997",
      "r1032",
      "r1040"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementEquityComponentsAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementEquityComponentsAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Components [Axis]",
        "label": "Equity Components [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by component of equity."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r119",
      "r122",
      "r123",
      "r218",
      "r245",
      "r246",
      "r247",
      "r264",
      "r265",
      "r266",
      "r268",
      "r273",
      "r275",
      "r277",
      "r294",
      "r349",
      "r350",
      "r399",
      "r459",
      "r529",
      "r530",
      "r537",
      "r538",
      "r539",
      "r541",
      "r547",
      "r548",
      "r554",
      "r555",
      "r556",
      "r557",
      "r558",
      "r559",
      "r562",
      "r592",
      "r593",
      "r594",

      "r595",
      "r596",
      "r597",
      "r599",
      "r600",
      "r607",
      "r676",
      "r695",
      "r696",
      "r697",
      "r710",
      "r785"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statement [Line Items]",
        "label": "Statement [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r264",
      "r265",
      "r266",
      "r294",
      "r600",
      "r646",
      "r702",
      "r721",
      "r738",

      "r739",
      "r740",
      "r741",
      "r742",
      "r743",
      "r746",
      "r749",
      "r750",
      "r751",
      "r752",
      "r753",
      "r754",
      "r755",
      "r756",
      "r757",
      "r759",
      "r760",
      "r761",
      "r762",
      "r763",
      "r765",
      "r768",
      "r769",
      "r771",
      "r772",
      "r773",
      "r774",
      "r775",
      "r776",
      "r777",
      "r778",
      "r779",
      "r780",
      "r781",
      "r782",
      "r785",
      "r899"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementOfCashFlowsAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "StatementOfCashFlowsAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Statement of Cash Flows [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementOfFinancialPositionAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementOfFinancialPositionAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Statement of Financial Position [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementOfIncomeAndComprehensiveIncomeAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementOfIncomeAndComprehensiveIncomeAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "label": "Statement of Comprehensive Income [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementOfStockholdersEquityAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementOfStockholdersEquityAbstract",
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "label": "Statement of Stockholders' Equity [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "srt_StatementScenarioAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "StatementScenarioAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Scenario [Axis]",
        "label": "Scenario [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by scenario reported, distinguishing information from actual fact. Includes, but is not limited to, pro forma and forecast. Excludes actual facts."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r215",
      "r278",
      "r475",
      "r998",
      "r1002",
      "r1038"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StatementTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StatementTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Statement [Table]",
        "label": "Statement [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about statement of comprehensive income, income, other comprehensive income, financial position, cash flows, and shareholders' equity."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r264",
      "r265",
      "r266",
      "r294",
      "r312",
      "r600",
      "r646",
      "r702",
      "r721",
      "r738",
      "r739",
      "r740",
      "r741",
      "r742",
      "r743",
      "r746",
      "r749",
      "r750",
      "r751",
      "r752",
      "r753",
      "r754",
      "r755",
      "r756",
      "r757",
      "r759",
      "r760",
      "r761",
      "r762",
      "r763",
      "r765",
      "r768",
      "r769",

      "r771",
      "r772",
      "r773",
      "r774",
      "r775",
      "r776",
      "r777",
      "r778",
      "r779",
      "r780",
      "r781",
      "r782",
      "r785",
      "r899"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_StkPrcOrTsrEstimationMethodTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "StkPrcOrTsrEstimationMethodTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/ErrCompDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Stock Price or TSR Estimation Method",
        "label": "Stock Price or TSR Estimation Method [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r919",
      "r929",
      "r939",
      "r971"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockAppreciationRightsSARSMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockAppreciationRightsSARSMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Stock Appreciation Rights (SARs)",
        "label": "Stock Appreciation Rights (SARs) [Member]",
        "documentation": "Right to receive cash or shares equal to appreciation of predetermined number of grantor's shares during predetermined time period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StockCompensationPlanMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockCompensationPlanMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Share-based Compensation",
        "label": "Share-Based Payment Arrangement [Member]",
        "documentation": "Share-based payment arrangement in which award of equity shares are granted. Arrangement includes, but is not limited to, grantor incurring liability for product and service based on price of its shares."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1042"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesNewIssues": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesNewIssues",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Issuance of common stock under ATM, net of commissions and fees (in shares)",
        "label": "Stock Issued During Period, Shares, New Issues",
        "documentation": "Number of new stock issued during the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r118",
      "r119",
      "r162",
      "r703",
      "r785",
      "r816"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesShareBasedCompensation": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesShareBasedCompensation",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Issuance of common stock under employee stock compensation plans, net of shares withheld for payroll taxes (in shares)",
        "label": "Shares Issued, Shares, Share-Based Payment Arrangement, after Forfeiture",
        "documentation": "Number, after forfeiture, of shares or units issued under share-based payment arrangement. Excludes shares or units issued under employee stock ownership plan (ESOP)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r118",
      "r119",
      "r162"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesStockOptionsExercised": {

     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockIssuedDuringPeriodSharesStockOptionsExercised",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityStockOptionPlanandRestrictedStockActivityDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedLabel": "Options exercised (in shares)",
        "label": "Share-Based Compensation Arrangement by Share-Based Payment Award, Options, Exercises in Period",
        "documentation": "Number of share options (or share units) exercised during the current period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",
      "r118",
      "r119",
      "r162",
      "r490"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockIssuedDuringPeriodValueNewIssues": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockIssuedDuringPeriodValueNewIssues",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Issuance of common stock under ATM, net of commissions and fees",
        "label": "Stock Issued During Period, Value, New Issues",
        "documentation": "Equity impact of the value of new stock issued during the period. Includes shares issued in an initial public offering or a secondary public offering."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r17",

      "r118",
      "r119",
      "r162",
      "r710",
      "r785",
      "r816",
      "r908"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockIssuedDuringPeriodValueShareBasedCompensation": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockIssuedDuringPeriodValueShareBasedCompensation",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Issuance of common stock under employee stock compensation plans, net of shares withheld for payroll taxes",
        "label": "Shares Issued, Value, Share-Based Payment Arrangement, after Forfeiture",
        "documentation": "Value, after forfeiture, of shares issued under share-based payment arrangement. Excludes employee stock ownership plan (ESOP)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r55",
      "r118",
      "r119",
      "r162"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockOptionMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockOptionMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Equity Option",
        "label": "Equity Option [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contracts conveying rights, but not obligations, to buy or sell a specific quantity of stock at a specified price during a specified period (an American option) or at a specified date (a European option)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "srt_StockRepurchaseProgramAuthorizedAmount1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/srt/2024",
     "localname": "StockRepurchaseProgramAuthorizedAmount1",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Authorized stock repurchase amount",
        "label": "Share Repurchase Program, Authorized, Amount",
        "documentation": "Amount authorized for purchase of share under share repurchase plan. Includes, but is not limited to, repurchase of stock and unit of ownership."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1102"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockRepurchaseProgramRemainingAuthorizedRepurchaseAmount1": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockRepurchaseProgramRemainingAuthorizedRepurchaseAmount1",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Remaining authorized stock repurchase amount",
        "label": "Share Repurchase Program, Remaining Authorized, Amount",
        "documentation": "Amount remaining authorized for purchase of share under share repurchase plan. Includes, but is not limited to, repurchase of stock and unit of ownership."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StockholdersEquity": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockholdersEquity",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesAndStockholdersEquity",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFSTOCKHOLDERSEQUITY"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "totalLabel": "Total stockholders' equity",
        "periodStartLabel": "Balance at beginning of period",
        "periodEndLabel": "Balance at end of period",
        "label": "Equity, Attributable to Parent",
        "documentation": "Amount of equity (deficit) attributable to parent. Excludes temporary equity and equity attributable to noncontrolling interest."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r119",
      "r122",
      "r123",
      "r149",
      "r748",

      "r764",
      "r786",
      "r787",
      "r886",
      "r909",
      "r1034",
      "r1070",
      "r1161",
      "r1214"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_StockholdersEquityAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockholdersEquityAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Stockholders' equity:",
        "label": "Equity, Attributable to Parent [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_StockholdersEquityNoteDisclosureTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "StockholdersEquityNoteDisclosureTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquity"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Stockholders' Equity",
        "label": "Equity [Text Block]",
        "documentation": "The entire disclosure for equity."
       }

      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r159",
      "r258",
      "r442",
      "r444",
      "r446",
      "r447",
      "r448",
      "r449",
      "r450",
      "r451",
      "r452",
      "r453",
      "r454",
      "r456",
      "r459",
      "r561",
      "r788",
      "r789",
      "r820"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SubsidiarySaleOfStockAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SubsidiarySaleOfStockAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Sale of Stock [Axis]",
        "label": "Sale of Stock [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of sale of the entity's stock."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },

    "us-gaap_SummaryInvestmentHoldingsTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SummaryInvestmentHoldingsTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesTables"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Schedule of Other Investment",
        "label": "Summary Investment Holdings [Table Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Tabular disclosure of the summary of investment holdings."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_SummaryOfInvestmentHoldingsLineItems": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SummaryOfInvestmentHoldingsLineItems",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Summary of Investment Holdings",
        "label": "Summary of Investment Holdings [Line Items]",
        "documentation": "Line items represent financial concepts included in a table. These concepts are used to disclose reportable information associated with domain members defined in one or many axes to the table."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r709",
      "r722",
      "r723",
      "r724",
      "r725",
      "r726",
      "r727",

      "r729",
      "r730",
      "r731",
      "r732",
      "r733",
      "r736",
      "r737",
      "r767",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SummaryOfInvestmentHoldingsTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SummaryOfInvestmentHoldingsTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Investment Holdings [Table]",
        "label": "Investment Holdings [Table]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of information about summary of investment holding, including, but not limited to, investment with value exceeding one percent of net asset value of registrant."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r709",
      "r722",
      "r723",
      "r724",
      "r725",
      "r726",
      "r727",
      "r728",
      "r729",
      "r730",
      "r731",
      "r732",
      "r733",
      "r736",

      "r737",
      "r767",
      "r898"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_SupplementalCashFlowInformationAbstract": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "SupplementalCashFlowInformationAbstract",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information:",
        "label": "Supplemental Cash Flow Information [Abstract]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_TabularListTableTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TabularListTableTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Tabular List, Table",
        "label": "Tabular List [Table Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r965"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TangibleAssetImpairmentCharges": {

     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TangibleAssetImpairmentCharges",
     "crdr": "debit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Tangible asset impairment charges",
        "label": "Tangible Asset Impairment Charges",
        "documentation": "The charge against earnings resulting from the aggregate write down of tangible assets from their carrying value to their fair value."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r96",
      "r152"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TaxesPayableCurrent": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TaxesPayableCurrent",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_LiabilitiesCurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 6.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDBALANCESHEETS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Income taxes payable",
        "label": "Taxes Payable, Current",
        "documentation": "Carrying value as of the balance sheet date of obligations incurred and payable for statutory income, sales, use, payroll, excise, real, property and other taxes. Used to reflect the current portion of the liabilities (due within one year or within the normal operating cycle if longer)."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r110",
      "r111"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TechnologyBasedIntangibleAssetsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TechnologyBasedIntangibleAssetsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Core Technology",
        "label": "Technology-Based Intangible Assets [Member]",
        "documentation": "Technology-based intangible assets, including, but not limited to, patented technology, unpatented technology, and developed technology rights."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r23",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1085",
      "r1086"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_TeriparatideInjectionMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "TeriparatideInjectionMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Teriparatide injection",
        "label": "Teriparatide Injection [Member]",
        "documentation": "Teriparatide Injection"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_TimingOfTransferOfGoodOrServiceAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TimingOfTransferOfGoodOrServiceAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Timing of Transfer of Good or Service [Axis]",
        "label": "Timing of Transfer of Good or Service [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by timing of transfer of good or service to customer."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r863",
      "r1105"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TimingOfTransferOfGoodOrServiceDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TimingOfTransferOfGoodOrServiceDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {

       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Timing of Transfer of Good or Service [Domain]",
        "label": "Timing of Transfer of Good or Service [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Timing of transfer of good or service to customer. Includes, but is not limited to, at point in time or over time."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r863",
      "r1105"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ToleranceTherapeuticsMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ToleranceTherapeuticsMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FinancialRoyaltyAssetsnetformerlyknownasCommercialLicenseRightsScheduleofFinancialRoyaltyAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Tolerance Therapeutics (TZIELD)",
        "label": "Tolerance Therapeutics [Member]",
        "documentation": "Tolerance Therapeutics"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_TotalShareholderRtnAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TotalShareholderRtnAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Total Shareholder Return Amount",

        "label": "Total Shareholder Return Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r957"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TotalShareholderRtnVsPeerGroupTextBlock": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TotalShareholderRtnVsPeerGroupTextBlock",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Total Shareholder Return Vs Peer Group",
        "label": "Total Shareholder Return Vs Peer Group [Text Block]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r964"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TradeNamesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TradeNamesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesGoodwillandOtherIdentifiableIntangibleAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Trade name",
        "label": "Trade Names [Member]",
        "documentation": "Rights acquired through registration of a business name to gain or protect exclusive use thereof."
       }
      }

     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r64",
      "r1077",
      "r1078",
      "r1079",
      "r1080",
      "r1081",
      "r1082",
      "r1083",
      "r1084",
      "r1085",
      "r1086"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TradingArrAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TradingArrAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Trading Arrangement:",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement [Axis]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r984"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TradingArrByIndTable": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TradingArrByIndTable",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Trading Arrangements, by Individual",
        "label": "Trading Arrangements, by Individual [Table]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r986"
     ]
    },
    "dei_TradingSymbol": {
     "xbrltype": "tradingSymbolItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/dei/2024",
     "localname": "TradingSymbol",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/Cover"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Trading Symbol",
        "label": "Trading Symbol",
        "documentation": "Trading symbol of an instrument as listed on an exchange."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_TransferredOverTimeMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TransferredOverTimeMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Transferred over Time",
        "label": "Transferred over Time [Member]",
        "documentation": "Contract with customer in which good or service is transferred over time."

       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r863"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_TransfersAndServicingOfFinancialInstrumentsTypesOfFinancialInstrumentsDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "TransfersAndServicingOfFinancialInstrumentsTypesOfFinancialInstrumentsDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/FairValueMeasurementsAssetsandLiabilitiesMeasuredatFairValueonRecurringBasisDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Financial Instruments [Domain]",
        "label": "Financial Instruments [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Instrument or contract that imposes a contractual obligation to deliver cash or another financial instrument or to exchange other financial instruments on potentially unfavorable terms and conveys a contractual right to receive cash or another financial instrument or to exchange other financial instruments on potentially favorable terms."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r313",
      "r314",
      "r315",
      "r316",
      "r317",
      "r318",
      "r319",
      "r320",
      "r321",
      "r322",
      "r323",
      "r324",
      "r325",
      "r326",
      "r327",
      "r328",
      "r329",

      "r330",
      "r331",
      "r332",
      "r333",
      "r334",
      "r335",
      "r336",
      "r337",
      "r338",
      "r339",
      "r340",
      "r341",
      "r342",
      "r440",
      "r455",
      "r560",
      "r586",
      "r611",
      "r612",
      "r613",
      "r614",
      "r615",
      "r616",
      "r617",
      "r618",
      "r619",
      "r620",
      "r621",
      "r622",
      "r623",
      "r624",
      "r625",
      "r628",
      "r629",
      "r630",
      "r631",
      "r632",
      "r633",
      "r634",
      "r635",
      "r636",
      "r637",

      "r638",
      "r639",
      "r640",
      "r641",
      "r642",
      "r677",
      "r874",
      "r876",
      "r878",
      "r879",
      "r880",
      "r881",
      "r882",
      "r883",
      "r884",
      "r887",
      "r1005",
      "r1006",
      "r1007",
      "r1008",
      "r1009",
      "r1010",
      "r1011",
      "r1063",
      "r1064",
      "r1065",
      "r1066",
      "r1145",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150",
      "r1157",
      "r1160"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrAdoptionDate": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrAdoptionDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Adoption Date",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement Adoption Date"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r987"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrDuration": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrDuration",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Arrangement Duration",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement Duration"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r988"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrExpirationDate": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrExpirationDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Expiration Date",

        "label": "Trading Arrangement Expiration Date"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r988"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrIndName": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrIndName",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Name",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement, Individual Name"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r986"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrIndTitle": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrIndTitle",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Title",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement, Individual Title"
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": [
      "r986"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrSecuritiesAggAvailAmt": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrSecuritiesAggAvailAmt",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Aggregate Available",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement, Securities Aggregate Available Amount"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r989"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_TrdArrTerminationDate": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "TrdArrTerminationDate",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/InsiderTradingArrangements"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Termination Date",
        "label": "Trading Arrangement Termination Date"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r987"
     ]
    },

    "lgnd_TwoThousandTwoStockIncentivePlanMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "TwoThousandTwoStockIncentivePlanMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/StockholdersEquityNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "2002 Stock Incentive Plan",
        "label": "Two thousand Two Stock Incentive Plan [Member]",
        "documentation": "Two thousand Two Stock Incentive Plan"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_UGN301Member": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "UGN301Member",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "UGN-301",
        "label": "UGN-301 [Member]",
        "documentation": "UGN-301"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_USDistrictCourtForTheNorthernDistrictOfOhioMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "USDistrictCourtForTheNorthernDistrictOfOhioMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CommitmentandContingenciesDetails"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "US District Court for the Northern District of Ohio",
        "label": "US District Court For The Northern District Of Ohio [Member]",
        "documentation": "US District Court For The Northern District Of Ohio"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_USTreasurySecuritiesMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "USTreasurySecuritiesMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInvestmentCategoriesDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "U.S. government securities",
        "label": "US Treasury Securities [Member]",
        "documentation": "This category includes information about debt securities issued by the United States Department of the Treasury and backed by the United States government. Such securities primarily consist of treasury bills (short-term maturities - one year or less), treasury notes (intermediate term maturities - two to ten years), and treasury bonds (long-term maturities - ten to thirty years)."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r839",
      "r865",
      "r867",
      "r874",
      "r1176"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_UndrlygSecurityMktPriceChngPct": {
     "xbrltype": "pureItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "UndrlygSecurityMktPriceChngPct",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/AwardTimingDisclosure"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Underlying Security Market Price Change",
        "label": "Underlying Security Market Price Change, Percent"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r983"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_UnrealizedGainLossOnDerivatives": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "UnrealizedGainLossOnDerivatives",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_NetCashProvidedByUsedInOperatingActivities",
       "weight": -1.0,
       "order": 19.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/SaleofPelicanBusinessandInvestmentinPrimroseBioNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "negatedTerseLabel": "Loss on derivative assets",
        "terseLabel": "Loss on derivative instruments",
        "label": "Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Derivatives",
        "documentation": "The net change in the difference between the fair value and the carrying value, or in the comparative fair values, of derivative instruments, including options, swaps, futures, and forward contracts, held at each balance sheet date, that was included in earnings for the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10",
      "r779",

      "r780",
      "r781",
      "r782",
      "r803"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_UnrealizedGainLossOnInvestments": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "UnrealizedGainLossOnInvestments",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFCASHFLOWS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "verboseLabel": "Unrealized gain on AFS investments, net of tax",
        "label": "Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments",
        "documentation": "Amount of unrealized gain (loss) on investment."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r10"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_UnrecognizedTaxBenefits": {
     "xbrltype": "monetaryItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "UnrecognizedTaxBenefits",
     "crdr": "credit",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_OtherLiabilitiesNoncurrent",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 2.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherLongtermLiabilitiesDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Unrecognized tax benefits",
        "label": "Unrecognized Tax Benefits",
        "documentation": "Amount of unrecognized tax benefits."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r518",
      "r526",
      "r872"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_UseOfEstimates": {
     "xbrltype": "textBlockItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "UseOfEstimates",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesPolicies"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Use of Estimates",
        "label": "Use of Estimates, Policy [Policy Text Block]",
        "documentation": "Disclosure of accounting policy for the use of estimates in the preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r43",
      "r44",
      "r45",
      "r195",
      "r196",
      "r197",
      "r198"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ValuationTechniqueAxis": {

     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ValuationTechniqueAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Valuation Approach and Technique [Axis]",
        "label": "Valuation Approach and Technique [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by valuation approach and technique."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r878",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ValuationTechniqueDiscountedCashFlowMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ValuationTechniqueDiscountedCashFlowMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Valuation Technique, Discounted Cash Flow",
        "label": "Valuation Technique, Discounted Cash Flow [Member]",
        "documentation": "Valuation technique calculating present value of future cash flows."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r878",
      "r1148",
      "r1149",

      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_ValuationTechniqueDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "ValuationTechniqueDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AcquisitionsNarrativeDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Valuation Approach and Technique [Domain]",
        "label": "Valuation Approach and Technique [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Valuation approach and technique."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r568",
      "r569",
      "r878",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_VariableRateAxis": {
     "xbrltype": "stringItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "VariableRateAxis",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Variable Rate [Axis]",
        "label": "Variable Rate [Axis]",
        "documentation": "Information by type of variable rate."
       }
      }
     },

     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "us-gaap_VariableRateDomain": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "VariableRateDomain",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/DebtDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Variable Rate [Domain]",
        "label": "Variable Rate [Domain]",
        "documentation": "Interest rate that fluctuates over time as a result of an underlying benchmark interest rate or index."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_VaxneuvanceMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "VaxneuvanceMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesRevenuebySourceDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Vaxneuvance",
        "label": "Vaxneuvance [Member]",
        "documentation": "Vaxneuvance"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "lgnd_VikingMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "VikingMember",

     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNarrativeDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesScheduleofDerivativeAssetsDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Viking",
        "label": "Viking [Member]",
        "documentation": "Viking"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    },
    "ecd_VstngDtFrValOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdAndVstdInCvrdYrMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "VstngDtFrValOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdAndVstdInCvrdYrMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Vesting Date Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted and Vested in Covered Year",
        "label": "Vesting Date Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted and Vested in Covered Year [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r953"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_WarrantMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "WarrantMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesOtherInvestmentDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {

      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Neuritek warrants",
        "label": "Warrant [Member]",
        "documentation": "Security that gives the holder the right to purchase shares of stock in accordance with the terms of the instrument, usually upon payment of a specified amount."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r896",
      "r897",
      "r900",
      "r901",
      "r902",
      "r903"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_WarrantsAndRightsOutstandingTerm": {
     "xbrltype": "durationItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "WarrantsAndRightsOutstandingTerm",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/AgenusTransactionDetails"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Warrants term (in years)",
        "label": "Warrants and Rights Outstanding, Term",
        "documentation": "Period between issuance and expiration of outstanding warrant and right embodying unconditional obligation requiring redemption by transferring asset at specified or determinable date or upon event certain to occur, in 'PnYnMnDTnHnMnS' format, for example, 'P1Y5M13D' represents reported fact of one year, five months, and thirteen days."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r1148",
      "r1149",
      "r1150"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_WeightedAverageNumberOfDilutedSharesOutstanding": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",

     "localname": "WeightedAverageNumberOfDilutedSharesOutstanding",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails": {
       "parentTag": null,
       "weight": null,
       "order": null,
       "root": true
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Shares used in diluted per share calculation (in shares)",
        "totalLabel": "Shares used to compute diluted income (loss) per share (in shares)",
        "label": "Weighted Average Number of Shares Outstanding, Diluted",
        "documentation": "The average number of shares or units issued and outstanding that are used in calculating diluted EPS or earnings per unit (EPU), determined based on the timing of issuance of shares or units in the period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r280",
      "r289"
     ]
    },
    "us-gaap_WeightedAverageNumberOfSharesOutstandingBasic": {
     "xbrltype": "sharesItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://fasb.org/us-gaap/2024",
     "localname": "WeightedAverageNumberOfSharesOutstandingBasic",
     "calculation": {
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails": {
       "parentTag": "us-gaap_WeightedAverageNumberOfDilutedSharesOutstanding",
       "weight": 1.0,
       "order": 1.0
      }
     },
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesNetLossGainPerShareDetails",
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/CONDENSEDCONSOLIDATEDSTATEMENTSOFOPERATIONS"

     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Shares used in basic per share calculation (in shares)",
        "verboseLabel": "Weighted average shares outstanding (in shares)",
        "label": "Weighted Average Number of Shares Outstanding, Basic",
        "documentation": "Number of [basic] shares or units, after adjustment for contingently issuable shares or units and other shares or units not deemed outstanding, determined by relating the portion of time within a reporting period that common shares or units have been outstanding to the total time in that period."
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r279",
      "r289"
     ]
    },
    "ecd_YrEndFrValOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdInCvrdYrOutsdngAndUnvstdMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/2024",
     "localname": "YrEndFrValOfEqtyAwrdsGrntdInCvrdYrOutsdngAndUnvstdMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://xbrl.sec.gov/ecd/role/PvpDisclosure"
     ],
     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Year-end Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Covered Year that are Outstanding and Unvested",
        "label": "Year-end Fair Value of Equity Awards Granted in Covered Year that are Outstanding and Unvested [Member]"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": [
      "r951"
     ]
    },
    "lgnd_ZelsuvmiMember": {
     "xbrltype": "domainItemType",
     "nsuri": "http://www.ligand.com/20240930",
     "localname": "ZelsuvmiMember",
     "presentation": [
      "http://www.ligand.com/role/BasisofPresentationandSummaryofSignificantAccountingPoliciesInventoryinOtherAssetsDetails"
     ],

     "lang": {
      "en-us": {
       "role": {
        "terseLabel": "Zelsuvmi",
        "label": "Zelsuvmi [Member]",
        "documentation": "Zelsuvmi"
       }
      }
     },
     "auth_ref": []
    }
   }
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