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<TABLE> <S> <C>

<ARTICLE> 6
<CIK> 0000202741

<NAME> MERRILL LYNCH PACIFIC FUND, INC.

<SERIES>
<NUMBER> 001
<NAME> CLASS A

<S>

<PERIOD-TYPE>
<FISCAL-YEAR-END>
<PERIOD-START>
<PERIOD-END>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-COST>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-VALUE>
<RECEIVABLES>
<ASSETS-OTHER>
<OTHER-ITEMS-ASSETS>
<TOTAL-ASSETS>
<PAYABLE-FOR-SECURITIES>
<SENIOR-LONG-TERM-DEBT>
<OTHER-ITEMS-LIABILITIES>
<TOTAL-LIABILITIES>
<SENIOR-EQUITY>
<PAID-IN-CAPITAL-COMMON>
<SHARES-COMMON-STOCK>
<SHARES-COMMON-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-NII-CURRENT>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-NII>
<ACCUMULATED-NET-GAINS>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-GAINS>
<ACCUM-APPREC-OR-DEPREC>
<NET-ASSETS>
<DIVIDEND-INCOME>
<INTEREST-INCOME>
<OTHER-INCOME>
<EXPENSES-NET>
<NET-INVESTMENT-INCOME>
<REALIZED-GAINS-CURRENT>
<APPREC-INCREASE-CURRENT>
<NET-CHANGE-FROM-OPS>
<EQUALIZATION>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-INCOME>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-GAINS>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OTHER>
<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-SOLD>

<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-REDEEMED>

<SHARES-REINVESTED>

<C>

6-MOS
DEC-31-1996
JAN-01-1996
JUN-30-1996
2013663238
23269020098
13658492
64021561
0
2404582151
14662874
0
5025564
19688438
0
1950011868
29655538
27423514
2707707
0
72879252
0
359294886
724467281
14246497
4309593
0
(15848383)
2707707
81597995
115537373
199843075
0
0
0
0
5975028
(3743004)
0
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<NET-CHANGE-IN-ASSETS>
<ACCUMULATED-NIT-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-GAINS—-PRIOR>
<OVERDISTRIB-NIT-PRIOR>
<OVERDIST-NET-GAINS-PRIOR>
<GROSS-ADVISORY-FEES>
<INTEREST-EXPENSE>
<GROSS-EXPENSE>
<AVERAGE-NET-ASSETS>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-BEGIN>
<PER-SHARE-NITI>
<PER-SHARE-GAIN-APPREC>
<PER-SHARE-DIVIDEND>
<PER-SHARE-DISTRIBUTIONS>
<RETURNS-OF-CAPITAL>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-END>
<EXPENSE-RATIO>
<AVG-DEBT-OUTSTANDING>
<AVG-DEBT-PER-SHARE>

</TABLE>

591494980
0

0

0
(8718743)
6431494

0
15848383
677836086
22.16

.10

2.17

0

0

0

24.43

.82

0

0
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<TABLE> <S> <C>

<ARTICLE> 6
<CIK> 0000202741

<NAME> MERRILL LYNCH PACIFIC FUND, INC.

<SERIES>
<NUMBER> 002
<NAME> CLASS B

<S>

<PERIOD-TYPE>
<FISCAL-YEAR-END>
<PERIOD-START>
<PERIOD-END>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-COST>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-VALUE>
<RECEIVABLES>
<ASSETS-OTHER>
<OTHER-ITEMS-ASSETS>
<TOTAL-ASSETS>
<PAYABLE-FOR-SECURITIES>
<SENIOR-LONG-TERM-DEBT>
<OTHER-ITEMS-LIABILITIES>
<TOTAL-LIABILITIES>
<SENIOR-EQUITY>
<PAID-IN-CAPITAL-COMMON>
<SHARES-COMMON-STOCK>
<SHARES-COMMON-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-NII-CURRENT>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-NII>
<ACCUMULATED-NET-GAINS>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-GAINS>
<ACCUM-APPREC-OR-DEPREC>
<NET-ASSETS>
<DIVIDEND-INCOME>
<INTEREST-INCOME>
<OTHER-INCOME>
<EXPENSES-NET>
<NET-INVESTMENT-INCOME>
<REALIZED-GAINS-CURRENT>
<APPREC-INCREASE-CURRENT>
<NET-CHANGE-FROM-OPS>
<EQUALIZATION>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-INCOME>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-GAINS>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OTHER>
<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-SOLD>

<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-REDEEMED>

<SHARES-REINVESTED>

<C>

6-MOS
DEC-31-1996
JAN-01-1996
JUN-30-1996
2013663238
23269020098
13658492
64021561
0
2404582151
14662874
0
5025564
19688438
0
1950011868
59460637
49103338
2707707
0
72879252
0
359294886
1383853726
14246497
4309593
0
(15848383)
2707707
81597995
115537373
199843075
0
0
0
0
16455309
(6098010)
0
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<NET-CHANGE-IN-ASSETS>
<ACCUMULATED-NIT-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-GAINS—-PRIOR>
<OVERDISTRIB-NIT-PRIOR>
<OVERDIST-NET-GAINS-PRIOR>
<GROSS-ADVISORY-FEES>
<INTEREST-EXPENSE>
<GROSS-EXPENSE>
<AVERAGE-NET-ASSETS>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-BEGIN>
<PER-SHARE-NITI>
<PER-SHARE-GAIN-APPREC>
<PER-SHARE-DIVIDEND>
<PER-SHARE-DISTRIBUTIONS>
<RETURNS-OF-CAPITAL>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-END>
<EXPENSE-RATIO>
<AVG-DEBT-OUTSTANDING>
<AVG-DEBT-PER-SHARE>

</TABLE>

591494980
0

0

0
(8718743)
6431494

0
15848383
1250406904
21.22
(.01)

2.06

0

0

0

23.27
1.85
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<TABLE> <S> <C>

<ARTICLE> 6
<CIK> 0000202741

<NAME> MERRILL LYNCH PACIFIC FUND, INC.

<SERIES>
<NUMBER> 003
<NAME> CLASS C

<S>

<PERIOD-TYPE>
<FISCAL-YEAR-END>
<PERIOD-START>
<PERIOD-END>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-COST>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-VALUE>
<RECEIVABLES>
<ASSETS-OTHER>
<OTHER-ITEMS-ASSETS>
<TOTAL-ASSETS>
<PAYABLE-FOR-SECURITIES>
<SENIOR-LONG-TERM-DEBT>
<OTHER-ITEMS-LIABILITIES>
<TOTAL-LIABILITIES>
<SENIOR-EQUITY>
<PAID-IN-CAPITAL-COMMON>
<SHARES-COMMON-STOCK>
<SHARES-COMMON-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-NII-CURRENT>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-NII>
<ACCUMULATED-NET-GAINS>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-GAINS>
<ACCUM-APPREC-OR-DEPREC>
<NET-ASSETS>
<DIVIDEND-INCOME>
<INTEREST-INCOME>
<OTHER-INCOME>
<EXPENSES-NET>
<NET-INVESTMENT-INCOME>
<REALIZED-GAINS-CURRENT>
<APPREC-INCREASE-CURRENT>
<NET-CHANGE-FROM-OPS>
<EQUALIZATION>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-INCOME>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-GAINS>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OTHER>
<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-SOLD>

<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-REDEEMED>

<SHARES-REINVESTED>

<C>

6-MOS
DEC-31-1996
JAN-01-1996
JUN-30-1996
2013663238
23269020098
13658492
64021561
0
2404582151
14662874
0
5025564
19688438
0
1950011868
4530071
2197882
2707707
0
72879252
0
359294886
104223331
14246497
4309593
0
(15848383)
2707707
81597995
115537373
199843075
0
0
0
0
3322942
(990753)
0
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<NET-CHANGE-IN-ASSETS>
<ACCUMULATED-NIT-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-GAINS—-PRIOR>
<OVERDISTRIB-NIT-PRIOR>
<OVERDIST-NET-GAINS-PRIOR>
<GROSS-ADVISORY-FEES>
<INTEREST-EXPENSE>
<GROSS-EXPENSE>
<AVERAGE-NET-ASSETS>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-BEGIN>
<PER-SHARE-NITI>
<PER-SHARE-GAIN-APPREC>
<PER-SHARE-DIVIDEND>
<PER-SHARE-DISTRIBUTIONS>
<RETURNS-OF-CAPITAL>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-END>
<EXPENSE-RATIO>
<AVG-DEBT-OUTSTANDING>
<AVG-DEBT-PER-SHARE>

</TABLE>

591494980
0

0

0
(8718743)
6431494

0
15848383
81698220
20.97
(.01)
2.05

0

0

0

23.01
1.85
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<TABLE> <S> <C>

<ARTICLE> 6
<CIK> 0000202741

<NAME> MERRILL LYNCH PACIFIC FUND, INC.

<SERIES>
<NUMBER> 004
<NAME> CLASS D

<S>

<PERIOD-TYPE>
<FISCAL-YEAR-END>
<PERIOD-START>
<PERIOD-END>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-COST>
<INVESTMENTS-AT-VALUE>
<RECEIVABLES>
<ASSETS-OTHER>
<OTHER-ITEMS-ASSETS>
<TOTAL-ASSETS>
<PAYABLE-FOR-SECURITIES>
<SENIOR-LONG-TERM-DEBT>
<OTHER-ITEMS-LIABILITIES>
<TOTAL-LIABILITIES>
<SENIOR-EQUITY>
<PAID-IN-CAPITAL-COMMON>
<SHARES-COMMON-STOCK>
<SHARES-COMMON-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-NII-CURRENT>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-NII>
<ACCUMULATED-NET-GAINS>
<OVERDISTRIBUTION-GAINS>
<ACCUM-APPREC-OR-DEPREC>
<NET-ASSETS>
<DIVIDEND-INCOME>
<INTEREST-INCOME>
<OTHER-INCOME>
<EXPENSES-NET>
<NET-INVESTMENT-INCOME>
<REALIZED-GAINS-CURRENT>
<APPREC-INCREASE-CURRENT>
<NET-CHANGE-FROM-OPS>
<EQUALIZATION>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-INCOME>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OF-GAINS>
<DISTRIBUTIONS-OTHER>
<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-SOLD>

<NUMBER-OF-SHARES-REDEEMED>

<SHARES-REINVESTED>

<C>

6-MOS
DEC-31-1996
JAN-01-1996
JUN-30-1996
2013663238
23269020098
13658492
64021561
0
2404582151
14662874
0
5025564
19688438
0
1950011868
7067804
4424454
2707707
0
72879252
0
359294886
172349375
14246497
4309593
0
(15848383)
2707707
81597995
115537373
199843075
0
0
0
0
8312880
(5669530)
0
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<NET-CHANGE-IN-ASSETS>
<ACCUMULATED-NIT-PRIOR>
<ACCUMULATED-GAINS—-PRIOR>
<OVERDISTRIB-NIT-PRIOR>
<OVERDIST-NET-GAINS-PRIOR>
<GROSS-ADVISORY-FEES>
<INTEREST-EXPENSE>
<GROSS-EXPENSE>
<AVERAGE-NET-ASSETS>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-BEGIN>
<PER-SHARE-NITI>
<PER-SHARE-GAIN-APPREC>
<PER-SHARE-DIVIDEND>
<PER-SHARE-DISTRIBUTIONS>
<RETURNS-OF-CAPITAL>
<PER-SHARE-NAV-END>
<EXPENSE-RATIO>
<AVG-DEBT-OUTSTANDING>
<AVG-DEBT-PER-SHARE>

</TABLE>

591494980
0

0

0
(8718743)
6431494

0
15848383
145669257
22.14

.07

2.18

0

0

0

24.39
1.07
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